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political culture ap gov definition is a fundamental concept in the study of American government and

politics. Understanding this term is crucial for students preparing for the AP Government exam, as it

provides insight into the shared attitudes, beliefs, and values that shape political behavior and

institutions in the United States. Political culture influences how citizens perceive authority, government

legitimacy, individual rights, and civic responsibilities. This article explores the comprehensive definition

of political culture within the context of AP Government, examines its key components, and discusses

its significance in shaping American political life. Additionally, the article delves into different types of

political culture and their impact on democratic governance. To facilitate a structured understanding,

the following sections will clarify the definition, explore theoretical frameworks, and analyze real-world

implications.

Definition and Key Components of Political Culture

Theoretical Perspectives on Political Culture

Types of Political Culture in American Government

Impact of Political Culture on Civic Engagement and Policy

Political Culture and Its Role in the AP Government Curriculum

Definition and Key Components of Political Culture

Political culture refers to the deeply rooted, widely shared beliefs, values, norms, and attitudes that

shape the political behavior of a society. In the context of AP Government, the political culture ap gov



definition emphasizes how these shared political orientations influence citizens’ expectations of

government, their understanding of political processes, and their participation in civic life. It

encompasses collective ideas about legitimacy, authority, rights, and obligations that define the political

environment.

Core Elements of Political Culture

Several essential components constitute political culture, including:

Beliefs: Fundamental ideas about government, authority, and political institutions.

Values: Principles such as liberty, equality, democracy, and justice that guide political behavior.

Norms: Accepted standards of behavior and unwritten rules about political participation and

conduct.

Attitudes: Emotional orientations toward political figures, institutions, and policies.

These elements collectively influence how citizens view their role in the political system and their trust

in government effectiveness.

Theoretical Perspectives on Political Culture

Political scientists have developed various theoretical frameworks to analyze political culture. These

perspectives help explain the origins, characteristics, and consequences of political culture in different

societies, including the United States.



Almond and Verba’s Civic Culture

Gabriel Almond and Sidney Verba’s seminal work on civic culture identifies a balanced political culture

that combines aspects of participant, subject, and parochial orientations. This model suggests that a

stable democracy requires a mix of engaged citizens who actively participate, subjects who accept

government authority, and parochial individuals with limited political awareness. Their study highlighted

how American political culture fosters democratic stability through a civic culture that supports political

tolerance and participation.

Inglehart’s Postmaterialism Theory

Ronald Inglehart’s theory of postmaterialism explains shifts in political culture due to changing

economic and social conditions. As societies become more economically secure, citizens tend to

prioritize self-expression and quality of life over material needs, influencing political values and

behaviors. This theory is relevant for understanding generational changes in political culture and their

implications for American politics.

Types of Political Culture in American Government

The political culture ap gov definition also encompasses the classification of political culture into

distinct types, each representing different relationships between citizens and the political system.

These types help explain regional and demographic variations within the United States.

Elazar’s Typology of Political Culture

Daniel J. Elazar categorized American political culture into three main types:

Traditionalistic Culture: Emphasizes maintaining the social order and the elite’s leadership role.1.

Government is seen as a means to preserve tradition rather than promote change.



Individualistic Culture: Views government as a utilitarian institution that should limit its role to2.

protecting individual rights and facilitating economic self-interest.

Moralist Culture: Considers government a positive force to promote the public good and3.

advance societal welfare.

These types reflect differing expectations of government and political participation across states and

regions.

Regional Variations in Political Culture

Political culture manifests differently across geographic areas in the U.S., influencing voting patterns,

policy preferences, and civic engagement. For example, the South historically exhibits traditionalistic

tendencies, the Midwest and parts of the Northeast often display individualistic traits, while New

England and the Pacific Northwest lean toward moralistic political culture. These variations are

important for analyzing political behavior and election outcomes.

Impact of Political Culture on Civic Engagement and Policy

Political culture shapes how citizens interact with the government and participate in the political

process. It influences voter turnout, trust in institutions, policy preferences, and the overall functioning

of democracy.

Political Socialization and Civic Participation

The process of political socialization—through family, education, media, and social groups—transmits

political culture from one generation to the next. A political culture that values participation, such as the

American civic culture, encourages high levels of voting, volunteering, and activism. Conversely,

political cultures that emphasize passivity or distrust can lead to political disengagement.



Policy Formation and Political Culture

Policy decisions often reflect the prevailing political culture. For instance, in states with a moralistic

culture, policies may prioritize social welfare and environmental protection, while individualistic cultures

may favor limited government intervention and free-market solutions. Understanding political culture is

essential for analyzing why certain policies succeed in some regions but face resistance in others.

Political Culture and Its Role in the AP Government Curriculum

In the AP Government course, the political culture ap gov definition serves as a foundational concept

for understanding the American political system. It provides context for studying institutions, political

behavior, public opinion, and policy making.

Integration into AP Government Topics

The concept of political culture is integrated into multiple units within the AP Government curriculum,

including:

The nature and sources of political beliefs and behaviors.

The role of political socialization in shaping citizen participation.

The impact of cultural values on the structure and function of government institutions.

Analysis of regional and demographic political differences.

Mastering the political culture ap gov definition enables students to critically evaluate political dynamics

and prepare effectively for exam questions related to political attitudes and behaviors.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the definition of political culture in AP Government?

Political culture in AP Government refers to the set of attitudes, beliefs, and practices that shape how

citizens perceive and participate in politics and government.

Why is political culture important in understanding American

government?

Political culture is important because it influences citizens' political behavior, the functioning of political

institutions, and the overall stability and legitimacy of the government.

What are the main components of American political culture?

The main components include liberty, equality, democracy, individualism, unity, and diversity.

How does political culture differ from political ideology in AP

Government?

Political culture encompasses broad, shared beliefs and values about politics, whereas political

ideology refers to a more specific set of beliefs about the proper role and policies of government.

How do political socialization and political culture relate?

Political socialization is the process through which individuals acquire their political culture, learning

attitudes and values about politics from family, schools, media, and other influences.

Can political culture change over time in a country?

Yes, political culture can evolve due to events, social movements, demographic shifts, and changes in

political leadership, though such changes often happen gradually.



Additional Resources

1. Political Culture and Political Development by Gabriel A. Almond and Sidney Verba

This foundational book explores the concept of political culture and its impact on political development.

Almond and Verba analyze different societies to understand how cultural attitudes shape political

systems and behaviors. The work is essential for grasping how political culture influences governance

and civic engagement.

2. The Civic Culture: Political Attitudes and Democracy in Five Nations by Gabriel A. Almond and

Sidney Verba

A classic study in political science, this book examines the political culture of five countries to identify

the components of a stable democracy. It introduces the idea that a mix of participant, subject, and

parochial political cultures contributes to democratic stability. The research highlights the importance of

citizen attitudes in sustaining democratic institutions.

3. Culture Matters: How Values Shape Human Progress edited by Lawrence E. Harrison and Samuel

P. Huntington

This collection of essays investigates how cultural values influence political and economic development

worldwide. The contributors argue that understanding political culture is crucial for explaining why

some nations succeed politically and economically while others do not. It provides a broader context

for AP Government students studying political culture.

4. Democracy and Culture: The Politics of Education in France and America by David W. Hargreaves

Hargreaves compares the political cultures of France and the United States through their education

systems. The book demonstrates how political culture affects public policy and democratic

participation. It is useful for understanding how culture shapes political attitudes and government

functions.

5. Political Culture in the American States: A Comparative Analysis by Daniel J. Elazar

Elazar’s work focuses on the diverse political cultures within the United States, categorizing them into

moralistic, individualistic, and traditionalistic cultures. This book is key for understanding regional

political differences and their effects on state government and policies. It offers insight into how



political culture varies even within a single country.

6. Understanding Political Culture by James W. Ceaser

This book provides a comprehensive overview of political culture, discussing its definitions,

components, and significance in political science. Ceaser explores how political culture shapes

citizens’ expectations and interactions with government institutions. It is a valuable resource for

students seeking to deepen their understanding of AP Government concepts.

7. The Spirit of Democracy: The Struggle to Build Free Societies Throughout the World by Larry

Diamond

Diamond examines the role political culture plays in the success or failure of democratic movements

globally. He emphasizes the importance of civic culture, political participation, and social trust in

building democratic governance. The book offers real-world examples that complement AP

Government studies on political culture.

8. Political Culture and Public Opinion in America by Herbert McClosky and John Zaller

This book analyzes how political culture influences public opinion and policy preferences in the United

States. McClosky and Zaller argue that underlying cultural values shape citizens’ political beliefs and

behaviors. It is particularly relevant for understanding the interaction between culture and politics in

American government.

9. The Cultural Dimensions of Global Business by Gary P. Ferraro and Elizabeth K. Briody

While focused on business, this book offers valuable insights into how political culture affects global

interactions and governance. It discusses cultural differences that influence political institutions and

policymaking across countries. This perspective helps AP Government students appreciate the global

impact of political culture.
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  political culture ap gov definition: American Political Culture Michael Shally-Jensen, Mark J.
Rozell, Ted G. Jelen, 2015-04-28 This all-encompassing encyclopedia provides a broad perspective on
U.S. politics, culture, and society, but also goes beyond the facts to consider the myths, ideals, and
values that help shape and define the nation. Demonstrating that political culture is equally rooted
in public events, internal debates, and historical experiences, this unique, three-volume
encyclopedia examines an exceptionally broad range of factors shaping modern American politics,
including popular belief, political action, and the institutions of power and authority. Readers will
see how political culture is shaped by the attitudes, opinions, and behaviors of Americans, and how it
affects those things in return. The set also addresses the issue of American exceptionalism and
examines the nation's place in the world, both historically and in the 21st century. Essays cover
pressing matters like congressional gridlock, energy policy, abortion politics, campaign finance,
Supreme Court rulings, immigration, crime and punishment, and globalization. Social and cultural
issues such as religion, war, inequality, and privacy rights are discussed as well. Perhaps most
intriguingly, the encyclopedia surveys the fierce ongoing debate between different political camps
over the nation's historical development, its present identity, and its future course. By exploring
both fact and mythology, the work will enable students to form a broad yet nuanced understanding
of the full range of forces and issues affecting—and affected by—the political process.
  political culture ap gov definition: CliffsNotes AP U. S. Government and Politics Cram
Plan Jeri A. Jones, Lindsay Reeves, 2019 CliffsNotes AP U.S. Government Cram Plan gives you a
study plan leading up to your AP exam no matter if you have two months, one month, or even one
week left to review before the exam! This new edition of CliffsNotes AP U.S. Government and
Politics Cram Plan calendarizes a study plan for the 214,000 annual AP U.S. Government test-takers
depending on how much time they have left before they take the May exam. Features of this
plan-to-ace-the-exam product include: - 2-month study calendar and 1-month study calendar -
Diagnostic exam that helps test-takers pinpoint strengths and weaknesses - Subject reviews that
include test tips and chapter-end quizzes - Full-length model practice exam with answers and
explanations
  political culture ap gov definition: 5 Steps to a 5: AP U.S. Government & Politics 2022
Elite Student Edition Pamela K. Lamb, 2021-08-04 MATCHES THE LATEST EXAM! Let us
supplement your AP classroom experience with this multi-platform study guide. The immensely
popular 5 Steps to a 5: AP U.S. Government and Politics Elite Student Edition has been updated for
the 2021-22 school year and now contains: 5 full-length practice exams (in the book and online) that
reflect the latest exam “5 Minutes to a 5” section with a 5-minute activity for each day of the school
year that reinforces the most important concepts covered in class Access to a robust online platform
Comprehensive overview of the AP U.S. Government and Politics exam format Hundreds of practice
exercises with thorough answer explanations Proven strategies specific to each section of the test A
self-guided study plan including flashcards, games, and more online
  political culture ap gov definition: 5 Steps to a 5: AP U.S. Government & Politics 2024 Elite
Student Edition Pamela K. Lamb, 2023-07-31 AP Teachers’ #1 Choice! Ready to succeed in your AP
course and ace your exam? Our 5 Steps to a 5 guides explain the tough stuff, offer tons of practice
and explanations, and help you make the most efficient use of your study time. 5 Steps to a 5: AP
U.S. Government & Politics Elite Student Edition is more than a review guide, it’s a system that has
helped thousands of students walk into test day feeling prepared and confident. Everything You
Need for a 5: 5 full-length practice tests that align with the latest College Board requirements
Hundreds of practice exercises with answer explanations Comprehensive overview of all test topics
Proven strategies from seasoned AP educators Why the Elite Edition? 200+ pages of additional AP
content 5-minute daily activities to reinforce critical AP concepts AP educators love this feature for
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bellringers in the classroom! Study on the Go: All instructional content in digital format (for both
computers and mobile devices) Interactive practice tests with answer explanations A self-guided,
personalized study plan with daily goals, powerful analytics, flashcards, games, and more A Great
In-class Supplement: 5 Steps is an ideal companion to your main AP text Includes an AP U.S.
Government & Politics Teacher’s Manual that offers excellent guidance to educators for better use
of the 5 Steps resources
  political culture ap gov definition: 5 Steps to a 5: AP Comparative Government Suzanne
Bailey, Glenn Hastedt, 2018-04-03 The newest addition to the popular test prep series that has
prepared millions of students for AP exams in every subject AP Comparative Government and
Politics is a fast-growing Advanced Placement test. This new addition to the popular test prep series
covers the current course syllabus and will help you build the skills, knowledge, and test-taking
confidence you need to reach your full potential. 5 Steps to a 5: AP Comparative Government &
Politics includes three practice tests reflecting the actual exam, detailed answers to each question,
study tips, information on how the exam is scored, and more. Score-Raising Features Include: •3
full-length practice exams •Hundreds of practice exercises with thorough answer explanations
•Comprehensive overview of the AP Comparative Government exam format •Authentic practice
questions that reflect both multiple-choice and free-response question types, just like the ones you
will see on test day, along with detailed answer explanations and sample responses •Addresses all
topics at the depth and in the style required for the AP Comparative Government exam •Proven
strategies specific to each section of the test
  political culture ap gov definition: Education for Liberal Democracy Walter Parker, 2023 The
book argues that the proper aim of civic education in schools is to shore up liberal democracy; shows
how discussion can be the main dish, not a side dish, of classroom instruction; shows how classroom
discussion develops voice, defined as the freedom to make and express un-coerced decisions, and
disciplinary knowledge, defined as the knowledge that results from a public process of
error-seeking, contestation, and validation; argues that students need to learn both disciplinary
knowledge and voice if they are to take their place on the public stage and hold the 'office of citizen'
in a liberal democracy; and finally, treats subject-centered and student-centered instruction as
partners, not opponents--
  political culture ap gov definition: Quality of Democracy at Regional Level in the V4
Countries Pavel Maškarinec, 2025-09-30 This book systematically examines regional-level qualities
of democracy – representation, participation, and competition – in four countries of Central and
Eastern Europe between 1994 and 2022, from the establishment of regional self-government to the
present day. Focusing on their common EU accession as representing a critical juncture in their
processes of consolidation and/or destabilization of liberal democratic patterns of government on
both national and subnational levels, the book applies a conceptual framework on the quality of
subnational democracy. It provides a clear methodological approach to observing quality and the
variability in quality of democracy across various regions and its transformation through long-term
comparisons. As such, the book contributes to understanding some of the processes of more than 30
years of Central and Eastern European regional politics, offering conceptual clarifications applicable
to research conducted in other contexts. This book is of key interest to scholars and students of
democracy, electoral politics, Central and East European politics, local politics, representation, and
more broadly, comparative politics.
  political culture ap gov definition: Town Hall Tales Merlijn J. van Hulst, 2008
  political culture ap gov definition: More Like Life Itself Cory Wright-Maley, 2018-10-01
John Dewey wrote in multiple places that education should be an experience of the content and
processes of life itself. Too often, social studies is taught in a way that tells students about real-life,
but fails to engage them in the process of life for which Dewey advocated. The core purpose of
simulations is to reflect the processes, events, and phenomena expressed in a variety of real-life
domains. They engage students in these reflections of real life meaningfully, as active agents who
have the power to make decisions that impact the direction of events and that lead to both intended



and unintended consequences. Because of the nature of simulations, students who participate in
them are able to build their capacities to think in complex and critical ways. Today, despite the
growing evidence that simulations have an important role to play in the teaching of social studies,
they remain an underutilized and undervalued approach to the discipline. One of the key obstacles to
their widespread adoption is the limited availability of training resources available to social studies
teachers. Teachers need support to develop a new vision of social studies teaching and learning
coupled with practical guidance necessary to implement simulations effectively. This volume
provides teachers with both. When teachers are able to weave simulations effectively into the fabric
of social studies teaching and learning, they help to promote social studies experiences that are both
powerful and purposeful. They offer students an experience of the discipline that is, indeed, More
Like Life Itself.
  political culture ap gov definition: The Oxford Companion to Politics of the World Joel
Krieger, Margaret E. Crahan, 2001-08-02 The world has seen dramatic changes since the publication
of the first edition of The Oxford Companion to Politics of the World in 1993. In the post-Cold War
world, globalization now offers wealth and opportunities on a broader scale, as well as greater
international harmony, but threatens to reinforce the advantage gap between wealthy and poor
regions and intensify environmental degradation. Conflict and squalor--expressed in brutal brushfire
wars, epidemics, and chronic underdevelopment--vie with equally dramatic accounts of growth and
democracy associated with a liberal political order and the global diffusion of trade, investment, and
communications.Drawing on the breadth of the first edition, this updated edition reflects the
changing world with a reassessment of many of the core themes of the Companion, and new articles
on the people, concepts, and events that have shaped the world since 1993. The second edition
includes biographies of Kofi Annan, Tony Blair, Bill Clinton, and Gerhard Schroder; articles on
events such as the Rwandan Genocide and the war in Kosovo; and coverage of international trade
developments such as NAFTA and the World Trade Organization. Eighty-seven of the 672 articles in
the Second Edition are completely new; most others are thoroughly revised.This edition also
features a substantial new set of articles, a dozen essays on critical issues written by influential
figures. Recognizing the importance of including varying viewpoints, the editors have commissioned
these essays to provide an informed and often passionate debate on controversial topics. Discussions
include Lani Guinier and Glenn Loury on Affirmative Action; Francis Fukuyama and Milton Fisk on
the Limits of Liberal Democracy; and Lloyd Axworthy and John Bolton on the United Nations.The
contributors discuss nearly every nation in the world, including extensive information on institutions,
political parties, leaders, and the sources of political mobilization and conflict. The volume also
includes biographies of more than seventy-five political leaders and thinkers who have shaped the
contemporary political world. Articles include detailed discussions of critical historical developments
and events, concepts, international law, and organizations. The Oxford Companion to Politics of the
World, Second Edition is an accessible, timely, thought-provoking, and comprehensive reference
that captures the complexity and vitality of contemporary world affairs.
  political culture ap gov definition: Atlas of Kentucky Richard Ulack, Karl Raitz, Gyula Pauer,
1977 The first comprehensive atlas of the state published in over 20 years, the Atlas of Kentucky
brings together a wealth of information on the geography, industry, economy, development, and
people of the Commonwealth. Includes over 600 maps and 200 color illustrations. Richard Ulack,
professor and former chair of the Department of Geography at the University of Kentucky and
former State Geographer, is author of Atlas of Southeast Asia and co-editor of Lexington and
Kentucky's Inner Bluegrass Region . Kentucky State Geographer Karl Raitz, professor and current
chair of the Department of Geography at the University of Kentucky, is the editor of The National
Road and co-author of Appalachia: A Gegional Geography . Gyula Pauer, former director of the
Center for Cartography and Geographic Information at the University of Kentucky, has served as
cartographer for numerous publications, including Historical Atlas of Political Parties in the U.S.
Congress and The Himalayan Kingdoms.
  political culture ap gov definition: Confucianism in Contemporary Chinese Politics



Shanruo Ning Zhang, 2016-03-29 This book examines the ways in which Confucian political culture
operates in contemporary Chinese politics and influences its development. The author argues that
the authoritarian political culture performs functions similar to the democratic political culture,
drawing on a wide range of data—surveys, interviews, archives, Public Hearing Meeting records,
and the Party Congress Reports of the Chinese Communist Party—to substantiate and illustrate
these arguments. In an authoritarian political system, the “legitimating values” of the authoritarian
political culture persuade the public of their government’s legitimacy and the “engaging values”
equip individuals with a set of cultural dispositions, resources, and skills to acquire political
resources and services from the state. In the context of Chinese politics, personal connections
infused with affection and trust—the Social Capital in the Confucian culture—facilitate political
engagement. Despite the country’s continuous advocacy for the “rule of law,” state and public
perceptions of legal professionals and legal practices, such as mediation and lawyer-judge relations,
are fundamentally moralized. A new “people ideology,” which originated in the Confucian political
culture, has been re-appropriated to legitimate the Party’s hegemonic governing position and
policies.
  political culture ap gov definition: Karl W. Ryavec, 2005 This unique study provides an
original, nitty-gritty view of the true nature and operation of Russia's state bureaucracy from the
imperial period to the present, including the Putin presidency. The only book-length exploration of
the problems and deficiencies of Russian bureaucracy since tsarist times, this detailed work sheds
important new light on Russian public administration, an often-overlooked but key barrier to Russian
normalization and democratization.
  political culture ap gov definition: American Government William Lyons, John M. Scheb, II,
2003
  political culture ap gov definition: Culture and National Security in the Americas Brian
Fonseca, , Eduardo A. Gamarra, 2017-01-31 With contributions from leading experts, Culture and
National Security in the Americas examines the most influential historical, geographic, cultural,
political, economic, and military considerations shaping national security policies throughout the
Americas. In this volume, contributors explore the actors and institutions responsible for
perpetuating security cultures over time and the changes and continuities in contemporary national
security policies.
  political culture ap gov definition: The Routledge Handbook of the Other Backward Classes
in India Simhadri Somanaboina, Akhileshwari Ramagoud, 2021-11-15 This handbook presents an
authoritative account of the development of movements, thoughts and policies of OBCs (Other
Backward Classes) in India. Despite the adoption of egalitarian principles in the Indian Constitution,
caste inequalities, discrimination and exclusionary practices against people from backward classes
and other lower castes continue to haunt them in contemporary India. A comprehensive work on the
politics of identity and plurality of experiences of OBCs in India, this handbook: — Features in-depth
research by eminent scholars on the Other Backward Classes (OBC) social and political thought,
OBC movements and OBC development and policy making. — Discusses the life, ideologies and
pioneering contributions by Gautam Buddha, Sant Kabir, Jotirao Phule, Savitribai Phule, Shahu
Maharaj, Narayana Guru, B.R. Ambedkar, Ram Manohar Lohia, and E V Ramasamy Periyar and
leading social reform movements. — Examines OBC issues with case studies from various Indian
states to look at issues of pre- and post- Mandal India; backward caste movements; and reclamation
of the Bahujan legacy. — Critiques public policies and programs for the development of OBCs in
India. — Reviews the status of Muslim OBCs in India and of the invisibilized nomadic communities.
— Reviews the impact of globalization on the economically backward lower castes and the impact of
development initiatives for the excluded people. The first of its kind, this handbook will be essential
reading for scholars and researchers of exclusion and discrimination studies, diversity and inclusion
studies, Global South studies, affirmative action, sociology, Indian political history, Dalit studies,
political sociology, public policy, development studies and political studies.
  political culture ap gov definition: Social Sciences Index , 1999



  political culture ap gov definition: Crises and Sequences in Political Development. (SPD-7)
Leonard Binder, Joseph La Palombara, 2015-03-08 Contents: I. Crises of Political Development,
Leonard Binder. II. The Development Syndrome: Differentiation- Equality-Capacity, James S.
Colcman. III. Identity and the Political Culture, Lucian W. Pye. IV. The Legitimacy Crisis, Lucian W.
Pye. V. Political Participation: Crisis of the Political Process, Myron Weiner. VI. Penetration: A Crisis
of Governmental Capacity, Joseph LaPalombara. VII. Distribution: A Crisis of Resource Management,
Joseph LaPalombara. VIII. Sequences and Development, Sidney Verba. Index. Originally published in
1971. The Princeton Legacy Library uses the latest print-on-demand technology to again make
available previously out-of-print books from the distinguished backlist of Princeton University Press.
These editions preserve the original texts of these important books while presenting them in durable
paperback and hardcover editions. The goal of the Princeton Legacy Library is to vastly increase
access to the rich scholarly heritage found in the thousands of books published by Princeton
University Press since its founding in 1905.
  political culture ap gov definition: American Government and Politics Today , 1990
  political culture ap gov definition: Reform, Planning, and City Politics Harold Kaplan,
1982
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