
political continuities of the mexican revolution

political continuities of the mexican revolution represent a critical area of study for understanding Mexico’s
political landscape throughout the 20th century and beyond. The Mexican Revolution, which began in 1910,
was a complex and multifaceted conflict that sought to dismantle the longstanding dictatorship of Porfirio
D�az and address deep social inequalities. Despite the radical upheaval during the revolution, several political
structures and ideologies persisted, shaping Mexico’s governance and institutional frameworks. This article
explores the enduring political legacies and continuities that emerged from the Mexican Revolution, including the
evolution of political parties, state control mechanisms, and social reforms. By examining these continuities, it
becomes apparent how revolutionary ideals were institutionalized and adapted over time, influencing Mexico’s
political stability and policy directions. The following sections will provide a detailed analysis of these
themes, offering insight into the revolution’s long-term impact on Mexican politics.

The Institutionalization of the Revolution

Continuity of Authoritarianism and State Control

Land Reform and Social Policies

The Role of the PRI and Political Hegemony

Legacy of Revolutionary Ideals in Modern Mexico

The Institutionalization of the Revolution

The Mexican Revolution did not conclude with the cessation of armed conflict but transitioned into a process
of institutionalizing revolutionary principles within the government structure. This institutionalization
represented a significant political continuity, as it preserved the revolutionary goals through formal
political and legal frameworks. The 1917 Constitution of Mexico, drafted during the revolution, remains a
foundational document, embedding many of the political and social demands of the revolutionaries into law.
These included land redistribution, labor rights, and restrictions on foreign ownership.

The 1917 Constitution and Its Enduring Influence

The 1917 Constitution introduced groundbreaking articles that addressed economic nationalism, labor
protections, and land reform. Article 27, which dealt with land ownership and redistribution, was
particularly influential in shaping the agrarian landscape. Although the implementation of these laws varied
across different administrations, the Constitution itself has remained largely intact, serving as a continuous
legal reference point for policy decisions and political discourse in Mexico.

Formation of Revolutionary Institutions

Post-revolutionary Mexico saw the creation of key institutions designed to consolidate revolutionary ideals
into governance. Institutions such as the National Revolutionary Party (PNR), which later evolved into the
Institutional Revolutionary Party (PRI), were established to unify various revolutionary factions under a
single political umbrella. This institutional continuity helped maintain political order and prevent the
resurgence of conflict by channeling revolutionary energies into a controlled political process.



Continuity of Authoritarianism and State Control

Despite the revolutionary rhetoric promoting democracy and social justice, Mexico’s post-revolutionary
political system exhibited continuity in authoritarian practices and state control. The revolution replaced
one form of dictatorship with a new regime that exercised significant centralized control over political life.
This paradoxical continuity is a key feature of the political legacies of the Mexican Revolution.

Centralization of Power

The revolutionary governments maintained a strong executive branch, often concentrating power in the hands
of the president. This centralization was justified as necessary for national stability and the implementation of
revolutionary reforms. However, it also led to limitations on political pluralism and an environment where
opposition was frequently marginalized or co-opted.

Control over Political Opposition

The state developed mechanisms to control and manage political opposition, often using both legal and
extralegal means. The PRI, for example, maintained dominance through patronage networks, electoral
manipulation, and incorporation of dissenting groups into the ruling coalition. These practices ensured
continuity in political control despite changes in leadership or policy emphasis.

Land Reform and Social Policies

Land reform was a central demand of the Mexican Revolution and remains one of its most enduring political
continuities. The redistribution of land aimed to dismantle the hacienda system and empower rural peasants,
thereby addressing longstanding social inequalities. Alongside land reform, social policies related to labor
rights, education, and indigenous affairs also reflected revolutionary commitments.

Ejido System and Agrarian Reform

The ejido system, which allowed for communal land ownership, was a key outcome of revolutionary land
reform policies. This system provided peasants with access to land but operated within the framework of state
oversight. Over time, the state’s role in managing ejidos underscored the continuity of centralized control over
rural areas, even as landownership patterns changed.

Social Welfare and Labor Rights

The revolution entrenched labor rights in Mexican law, including the right to unionize and strike. Social welfare
programs emerged as part of the state’s effort to address workers’ needs and reduce social unrest. These
policies reinforced a political continuity whereby the state positioned itself as the primary agent for social
justice and economic development.

The Role of the PRI and Political Hegemony

The Institutional Revolutionary Party (PRI) became the dominant political force in Mexico for much of the
20th century, embodying the political continuities of the Mexican Revolution. The PRI’s ability to maintain
hegemony was grounded in its capacity to integrate diverse social groups and revolutionary factions into a
single party structure, thereby stabilizing the political system.



PRI’s Political Strategy and Adaptation

The PRI utilized a combination of co-optation, corporatism, and centralized control to sustain its dominance.
It adapted to changing political circumstances by incorporating new social demands and reform initiatives
while avoiding fundamental challenges to the established order. This strategy ensured the persistence of a
political culture heavily influenced by revolutionary ideals, albeit within a controlled framework.

Impact on Democratic Development

The PRI’s prolonged rule delayed the development of a competitive democratic system in Mexico. Nevertheless,
its existence also provided a form of political continuity that prevented recurrent armed conflicts and social
upheavals. The eventual political liberalization in the late 20th century unfolded against this backdrop of
revolutionary institutional legacies.

Legacy of Revolutionary Ideals in Modern Mexico

The political continuities of the Mexican Revolution extend into contemporary Mexican politics, where
revolutionary ideals continue to influence policy debates and political identities. Elements such as nationalism,
social justice, and agrarian rights remain salient themes in Mexico’s political discourse and party platforms.

Enduring Nationalism and Economic Sovereignty

Economic nationalism, rooted in revolutionary opposition to foreign control, persists as a significant
political theme. Policies promoting state ownership or regulation of key industries reflect the ongoing legacy
of revolutionary economic principles aimed at protecting national sovereignty and fostering development.

Social Movements and Revolutionary Memory

Social movements in Mexico frequently invoke the memory of the revolution to legitimize their demands for
justice and reform. This highlights the continued relevance of revolutionary narratives in shaping political
activism and public policy, demonstrating how the political continuities of the Mexican Revolution remain
embedded in Mexico’s societal fabric.

Institutionalization of revolutionary ideals through legal and political frameworks

Centralized state control and authoritarian practices despite democratic rhetoric

Land reform and social policies as enduring commitments of the revolution

PRI’s political hegemony as a mechanism of revolutionary continuity

Modern political debates shaped by revolutionary nationalism and social justice

Frequently Asked Questions



What were the main political continuities after the Mexican Revolution?

The main political continuities after the Mexican Revolution included the dominance of a single political party
(eventually the PRI), the centralization of political power, and the emphasis on state-led modernization and
nationalism.

How did the Institutional Revolutionary Party (PRI) represent political
continuity after the Mexican Revolution?

The PRI emerged from revolutionary factions and maintained political continuity by controlling Mexican
politics for much of the 20th century, institutionalizing revolutionary ideals while ensuring political
stability and a dominant-party system.

In what ways did the Mexican Revolution influence the country’s political
structure long-term?

The revolution led to the creation of a constitution that emphasized land reform, labor rights, and state
intervention in the economy, which continued to shape Mexico’s political structure and policies for decades.

Did the Mexican Revolution bring about immediate political change or
gradual continuity?

The Mexican Revolution brought about both immediate upheaval and gradual political continuity; while it
dismantled the old regime, many revolutionary leaders consolidated power, leading to a new political order
that maintained certain continuities such as centralized authority.

How did the Mexican Revolution impact the role of the military in politics?

Post-revolution, the military’s direct political role was reduced as civilian control was strengthened, but
the revolutionary generals transitioned into political leaders, ensuring continuity in military influence within
the political system.

What role did agrarian reform play in the political continuities of post-
revolutionary Mexico?

Agrarian reform was a key revolutionary ideal that persisted politically, with the government continuing to
redistribute land to peasants and using land policy as a tool for political control and social stability.

How did nationalism serve as a political continuity following the Mexican
Revolution?

Nationalism remained a central theme in Mexican politics after the revolution, with the state promoting Mexican
identity, sovereignty, and cultural pride as unifying principles to legitimize the post-revolutionary political
order.

Additional Resources
1. The Mexican Revolution: A Short History 1910-1940
This book offers a concise overview of the Mexican Revolution, focusing on the political changes and
continuities that shaped modern Mexico. It examines the revolutionary leaders' efforts to institutionalize their
ideals and how these efforts influenced subsequent political structures. The author highlights the persistence
of certain power dynamics despite dramatic upheavals.



2. Mexico’s Political Evolution: From Revolution to Institutionalization
This work explores the transformation of Mexico’s political system in the aftermath of the revolution,
emphasizing the establishment of the Partido Revolucionario Institucional (PRI). It analyzes how
revolutionary ideals were adapted to maintain political stability and control. The book details the balance
between reform and continuity in Mexico’s governance.

3. Continuities and Changes in Mexican Political Culture After the Revolution
Focusing on the cultural and ideological aspects, this book investigates how revolutionary rhetoric and
symbols persisted in Mexican politics. It discusses the role of political myths and narratives in legitimizing
governments post-revolution. The author also considers the impact on political participation and identity.

4. The Legacy of the Mexican Revolution in Contemporary Politics
This title examines the long-term effects of the revolution on Mexico’s political institutions and policy-making.
It highlights how foundational revolutionary principles continue to influence political debates and reforms.
The book also addresses challenges in reconciling revolutionary ideals with modern governance needs.

5. Power and Politics in Post-Revolutionary Mexico
This book delves into the mechanisms of power consolidation following the revolution, focusing on political
elites and their strategies. It traces the evolution of political parties and the state’s role in managing dissent.
The author provides insight into the persistence of authoritarian tendencies despite democratic aspirations.

6. State Building and Political Continuity in Mexico, 1920-1960
Covering four critical decades, this book analyzes the processes of state formation rooted in revolutionary
legacies. It discusses institutional development and the challenges of integrating diverse social groups into the
political system. The narrative shows how continuity was essential for the state's survival and legitimacy.

7. The Mexican Revolution and the Institutionalization of Power
This study focuses on the formalization of revolutionary ideals into political institutions, particularly the
PRI’s role. It examines how continuity in leadership and ideology helped stabilize Mexico’s political landscape.
The author also explores tensions between revolutionary change and political pragmatism.

8. Revolutionary Ideals and Political Practices in 20th Century Mexico
This book investigates the gap between revolutionary ideals and the realities of political practice throughout
the 20th century. It highlights instances where revolutionary rhetoric was used to justify policies that
maintained existing power structures. The analysis offers a nuanced view of continuity amid apparent change.

9. From Revolution to Reform: Political Continuities in Modern Mexico
Focusing on the post-revolutionary period, this book traces the trajectory of political reforms that both
preserved and altered revolutionary legacies. It evaluates the role of political institutions in managing social
demands and economic development. The author argues that understanding these continuities is key to grasping
Mexico’s political evolution.
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Counter-revolution and reconstruction Alan Knight, 1990-01-01 Volume 2 of The Mexican Revolution
begins with the army counter-revolution of 1913, which ended Francisco Madero's liberal
experiment and installed Victoriano Huerta's military rule. After the overthrow of the brutal Huerta,
Venustiano Carranza came to the forefront, but his provisional government was opposed by Pancho
Villa and Emiliano Zapata, who come powefully to life in Alan Knight's book. Knight offers a fresh
interpretation of the great schism of 1914-15, which divided the revolution in its moment of victory,
and which led to the final bout of civil war between the forces of Villa and Carranza. By the end of
this brilliant study of a popular uprising that deteriorated into political self-seeking and vengeance,
nearly all the leading players have been assassinated. In the closing pages, Alan Knight ponders the
essential question: what had the revolution changed? His two-volume history, at once dramatic and
scrupulously documented, goes against the grain of traditional assessments of the last great
revolution.
  political continuities of the mexican revolution: Plutarco Elías Calles and the Mexican
Revolution Jürgen Buchenau, 2023-06-14 This biography of the Mexican revolutionary examines his
rise from soldier to president to his continued influence as Jefe Maximo. Hailing from the border
state of Sonora, Plutarco Elías Calles found his calling in the early years of the revolution, quickly
rising to national prominence. As president from 1924 to 1928, Calles undertook an ambitious
reform program, modernized the financial system, and defended national sovereignty against an
interventionist U.S. government. Yet these reforms failed to eradicate underdevelopment,
corruption, and social injustice. Moreover, his unyielding campaigns against political enemies and
the Catholic Church earned him a reputation as a repressive strongman. After his term as president,
Calles continued to exert broad influence as his country's foremost political figure while three
weaker presidents succeeded each other in an atmosphere of constant political crisis. He played a
significant role in founding a ruling party that reined in power-hungry military leaders and helped
workers attain better living conditions. This dynastic party and its successors, including the
present-day Partido Revolucionario Institucional (Party of the Institutional Revolution), remained in
power until 2000. Through this comprehensive assessment of a quintessential Mexican politician,
Buchenau opens an illuminating window into both the Mexican Revolution and contemporary
Mexico.
  political continuities of the mexican revolution: The Mexican Revolution, 1910-1940
Michael J. Gonzales, 2002 Examines Mexican politics and government from the dictatorship of
General Porfirio Dâiaz to the presidency of General Lâazaro Câardenas.
  political continuities of the mexican revolution: Fearless Women in the Mexican Revolution
and the Spanish Civil War Tabea Alexa Linhard, 2005 Study of the role women played in the Mexican
Revolution and the Spanish Civil War. Examines female figures such as the soldaderas of the
Mexican Revolution and the milicianas of the Spanish Civil War and the intersection of gender,
revolution, and culture in both the Mexican and the Spanish contexts--Provided by publisher.
  political continuities of the mexican revolution: Myths of Demilitarization in
Postrevolutionary Mexico, 1920-1960 Thomas Rath, 2013-04-22 At the end of the Mexican
Revolution in 1920, Mexico's large, rebellious army dominated national politics. By the 1940s,
Mexico's Institutional Revolutionary Party (PRI) was led by a civilian president and claimed to have
depoliticized the army and achieved the bloodless pacification of the Mexican countryside through
land reform, schooling, and indigenismo. However, historian Thomas Rath argues, Mexico's
celebrated demilitarization was more protracted, conflict-ridden, and incomplete than most accounts
assume. Civilian governments deployed troops as a police force, often aimed at political suppression,
while officers meddled in provincial politics, engaged in corruption, and crafted official history, all
against a backdrop of sustained popular protest and debate. Using newly available materials from
military, intelligence, and diplomatic archives, Rath weaves together an analysis of national and
regional politics, military education, conscription, veteran policy, and popular protest. In doing so,
he challenges dominant interpretations of successful, top-down demilitarization and questions the
image of the post-1940 PRI regime as strong, stable, and legitimate. Rath also shows how the army's



suppression of students and guerrillas in the 1960s and 1970s and the more recent militarization of
policing have long roots in Mexican history.
  political continuities of the mexican revolution: The Politics of Agrarian Transformation in
Mexico Pekka Valtonen, 2000
  political continuities of the mexican revolution: Dismantling the Mexican State? Rob
Aitken, Nikki Craske, David E. Stansfield, 2016-07-27 In assessing Carlos Salinas' socio-economic
reforms the authors question the extent to which the Mexican state has been radically transformed,
and possibly dismantled. The authors show that the changes which have occurred are uneven,
limited and reversible. Despite the aura of reform it is the degree of continuity which is the most
noticeable feature. In many respects the Mexican State remains highly authoritarian.
  political continuities of the mexican revolution: Concise Encyclopedia of Mexico Michael
Werner, 2015-05-11 Concise Encyclopedia of Mexico includes approximately 250 articles on the
people and topics most relevant to students seeking information about Mexico. Although the Concise
version is a unique single-volume source of information on the entire sweep of Mexican
history-pre-colonial, colonial, and moderns-it will emphasize events that affecting Mexico today,
event students most need to understand.
  political continuities of the mexican revolution: Specters of Revolution Alexander Avina,
2014-05-23 Specters of Revolution examines the development of two guerrilla insurgencies led by
schoolteachers in Mexico during the 1960s. Relying upon recently declassified documents and oral
histories, it chronicles a history of nonviolent peasant political action, underscored by long-held
rural utopian ideals, radicalized by persistent state terror.
  political continuities of the mexican revolution: Border Governance and the "Unruly"
South I. Hussain, 2013-08-07 Though 9/11 tightened borders against hard threats, why were soft
threats able to create havoc in the cracks? The studies explored by the contributors of this volume
lead to the conclusion that the state is not, and should not be, the only viable actor in successful
border governance.
  political continuities of the mexican revolution: Decentralization, Democratization, and
Informal Power in Mexico Andrew Selee, 2015-10-20 In the last two decades of the twentieth
century, many countries in Latin America freed themselves from the burden of their authoritarian
pasts and developed democratic political systems. At the same time, they began a process of shifting
many governmental responsibilities from the national to the state and local levels. Much has been
written about how decentralization has fostered democratization, but informal power relationships
inherited from the past have complicated the ways in which citizens voice their concerns and have
undermined the accountability of elected officials. In this book, Andrew Selee seeks to illuminate the
complex linkages between informal and formal power by comparing how they worked in three
Mexican cities. The process of decentralization is shown to have been intermediated by existing
spheres of political influence, which in turn helped determine how much the institution of multiparty
democracy in the country could succeed in bringing democracy “closer to home.”
  political continuities of the mexican revolution: The Other Rebellion Eric Van Young,
2001 This book argues that in addition to being a war of national liberation, Mexico's movement
toward independence from Spain was also an internal war pitting classes and ethnic groups against
each other, an intensely localized struggle by rural people, especially Indians, for the preservation of
their communities.
  political continuities of the mexican revolution: Latin American Studies and the Cold
War Ronald H. Chilcote, 2022-03-02 With a unique international scope, this timely text traces the
impact of the ongoing Cold War on the transformation of the field of Latin American studies in the
United States, United Kingdom, Netherlands, Germany, Czechoslovakia, Soviet Union, China, and
Cuba. Drawing on unpublished documents, the book highlights how the new generation of
academics challenged the mainstream Cold War consensus and opened the field to progressive
theoretical currents. This book provides an essential foundation for new directions in the field of
Latin American studies for academics and students.



  political continuities of the mexican revolution: Rural Protest and the Making of
Democracy in Mexico, 1968-2000 Dolores Trevizo, 2011-03-01 When the PRI fell from power in
the elections of 2000, scholars looked for an explanation. Some focused on international pressures,
while others pointed to recent electoral reforms. In contrast, Dolores Trevizo argues that a more
complete explanation takes much earlier democratizing changes in civil society into account. Her
book explores how largely rural protest movements laid the groundwork for liberalization of the
electoral arena and the consolidation of support for two opposition parties, the PAN on the right and
the PRD on the left, that eventually mounted a serious challenge to the PRI. She shows how youth
radicalized by the 1968 showdown between the state and students in Mexico City joined forces with
peasant militants in nonviolent rural protest to help bring about needed reform in the political
system. In response to this political effervescence in the countryside, agribusinessmen organized in
peak associations that functioned like a radical social movement. Their countermovement formulated
the ideology of neoliberalism, and they were ultimately successful in mobilizing support for the PAN.
Together, social movements and the opposition parties nurtured by them contributed to Mexico&’s
transformation from a one-party state into a real electoral democracy nearly a hundred years after
the Revolution.
  political continuities of the mexican revolution: Insurgency, Counter-insurgency and
Policing in Centre-West Mexico, 1926-1929 Mark Lawrence, 2020-02-20 Waged between 1926
and 1929, The Cristero War (also known as The Cristero Rebellion or La Cristiada) resulted from a
religious insurrectionary movement, which formed in protest of the Mexican Revolution's anticlerical
constitution of 1917. It was arguably the most violent and divisive episode in Mexican history
between the 1910 Revolution itself and the ongoing 'Narco Wars'. Filling in major gaps in our
understanding of the conflict, Mark Lawrence explores both combatant and civilian experiences in
the centre-west Mexican state of Zacatecas and its borderlands. Lawrence shows that, despite the
centrality of this key region, it has received little scholarly attention compared with other states,
such as Jalisco or Michoacán, which saw similar levels of conflict. In providing a greater
understanding of Zacatecas during The Cristero War, Lawrence not only works to even out a major
historiographical bias, but he also sheds greater light on the contours of religious conflict and
political dissent in early 20th-century Mexican history. In particular, he illustrates how the dynamics
of local politics had fundamentally affected the way that a broader movement was embraced (and
rejected) at a sub-national level. As such, he offers all historians, irrespective of geographic or
temporal specialization, a reminder not to make sweeping assumptions about the everyday nature of
compliance and resistance at the local level.
  political continuities of the mexican revolution: Popular Movements and State
Formation in Revolutionary Mexico Jennie Purnell, 1999 Purnell reconsiders peasant
partisanship in the cristiada of 1926-29, one episode in the broader Mexican Revolution.
  political continuities of the mexican revolution: Mexican Foreign Policy and Central
America Since the Mexican Revolution Edward Hugh Best, 1990
  political continuities of the mexican revolution: Popular Movements and Political Change in
Mexico Joe Foweraker, Ann L. Craig, 1990 Covers the period from 1968 to 1989.
  political continuities of the mexican revolution: Waking from the Dream Louise E.
Walker, 2013-02-20 When the postwar boom began to dissipate in the late 1960s, Mexico's middle
classes awoke to a new, economically terrifying world. And following massacres of students at
peaceful protests in 1968 and 1971, one-party control of Mexican politics dissipated as well. The
ruling Institutional Revolutionary Party struggled to recover its legitimacy, but instead saw its
support begin to erode. In the following decades, Mexico's middle classes ended up shaping the
history of economic and political crisis, facilitating the emergence of neo-liberalism and the
transition to democracy. Waking from the Dream tells the story of this profound change from
state-led development to neo-liberalism, and from a one-party state to electoral democracy. It
describes the fraught history of these tectonic shifts, as politicians and citizens experimented with
different strategies to end a series of crises. In the first study to dig deeply into the drama of the



middle classes in this period, Walker shows how the most consequential struggles over Mexico's
economy and political system occurred between the middle classes and the ruling party.
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