
political cartoons on gun control

political cartoons on gun control have long served as a powerful medium to express complex views and stir
public debate about one of the most contentious issues in society. These cartoons use satire, symbolism, and
visual metaphors to comment on legislation, gun rights, violence, and the political climate surrounding
firearms regulation. Through sharp wit and striking imagery, political cartoons on gun control distill
multifaceted arguments into accessible and impactful messages. This article explores the history, themes,
and impact of political cartoons on gun control, illustrating how these artistic expressions influence public
opinion and political discourse. Additionally, it examines notable examples, key themes, and the evolving
role of cartoons in the digital age. The following sections provide a comprehensive overview of this unique
intersection of art, politics, and social commentary.

The Historical Context of Political Cartoons on Gun Control

Common Themes and Symbolism in Gun Control Cartoons

The Influence of Political Cartoons on Public Opinion and Policy

Notable Political Cartoons and Cartoonists on Gun Control

The Evolution of Political Cartoons on Gun Control in the Digital Era

The Historical Context of Political Cartoons on Gun Control
Political cartoons on gun control have a rich historical background, reflecting the shifting societal attitudes
toward firearms and legislation. The origins of gun control debates date back to the early formation of the
United States, where the Second Amendment became a central point of contention. Political cartoons
during different eras have mirrored the prevailing sentiments and controversies related to gun ownership,
regulation, and violence.

Early Depictions and the Second Amendment
In the 19th and early 20th centuries, political cartoons often depicted the tension between individual rights
to bear arms and emerging government efforts to regulate firearms. These cartoons frequently referenced
the Second Amendment, portraying it as a symbol of liberty or, conversely, a source of societal danger
depending on the cartoonist's perspective. Early imagery sometimes included allegorical figures such as
Uncle Sam or Lady Liberty wielding firearms or being threatened by violence, underscoring the political



stakes involved.

Impact of Gun Violence on Cartoon Narratives
As gun violence incidents increased over decades, political cartoons on gun control began to incorporate
more emotive and urgent themes. Mass shootings and high-profile cases often triggered waves of cartoons
highlighting the consequences of lax gun laws or the perceived overreach of regulatory efforts. These
depictions evolved to include graphic symbolism and direct critiques of lawmakers, advocacy groups, and
cultural attitudes toward guns.

Common Themes and Symbolism in Gun Control Cartoons
Political cartoons on gun control employ a variety of recurring themes and symbols to communicate their
messages. These elements help distill complex debates into visually compelling narratives that resonate
with a broad audience. Understanding these common motifs provides insight into how cartoonists frame the
gun control discourse.

Symbolism of Guns and Violence
Firearms themselves are central symbols in these cartoons, often exaggerated or anthropomorphized to
emphasize danger or power. Bullets, guns, and gun-related paraphernalia may be depicted as looming
threats, tools of oppression, or objects of obsession. Violence often appears as blood, skulls, or destruction
illustrating the consequences of gun misuse or inadequate regulations.

Representations of Political Figures and Institutions
Politicians, lawmakers, and advocacy groups frequently appear in political cartoons on gun control. They
may be portrayed as either champions of gun rights or as obstructive forces hindering reform. Institutions
such as the National Rifle Association (NRA) or government bodies are symbolized through logos,
caricatures, or allegorical figures, often criticized or defended based on the cartoonist’s stance.

Recurring Themes in Messaging

Rights vs. Safety: The ongoing debate between individual freedoms and collective security.

Legislative Gridlock: The frustration over political stalemates preventing effective gun laws.



Gun Culture: Exploration of American cultural attachment to firearms.

Victims and Survivors: Humanizing the impact of gun violence through emotional portrayals.

Hypocrisy and Irony: Highlighting contradictions in political rhetoric or policies.

The Influence of Political Cartoons on Public Opinion and Policy
Political cartoons on gun control play a significant role in shaping public discourse and influencing
perceptions of firearms legislation. Their ability to condense arguments into memorable images allows them
to reach diverse audiences and provoke critical reflection on complex issues.

Cartoons as Tools of Persuasion
By combining humor, satire, and emotional appeal, political cartoons can sway opinions either for or against
gun control measures. They often prompt viewers to reconsider entrenched beliefs by exposing absurdities,
highlighting injustices, or amplifying voices that may be overlooked in mainstream debates. This
persuasive power extends to both grassroots activism and policymaking circles.

Impact on Legislative Debates
Political cartoons frequently appear during key legislative moments, such as debates over background
checks or assault weapon bans. Lawmakers and advocacy groups sometimes respond directly to these
cartoons, acknowledging their influence on public sentiment. Moreover, cartoons can encapsulate the mood
of the electorate, serving as barometers for political pressure and potential policy shifts.

Notable Political Cartoons and Cartoonists on Gun Control
Throughout history, several political cartoons and cartoonists have stood out for their incisive commentary
on gun control. Their works have become emblematic of the broader debate and continue to be referenced
in contemporary discussions.

Prominent Cartoonists Tackling Gun Control
Artists such as Herblock, Walt Handelsman, and Clay Bennett have produced memorable cartoons
addressing gun legislation and violence. Their distinctive styles and fearless critique have contributed to a



greater public awareness of the issue, using artistry to challenge norms and provoke debate.

Examples of Influential Cartoons
Some political cartoons have become iconic due to their timing and impact. For example, cartoons depicting
the aftermath of mass shootings often resonate deeply, illustrating the human cost of gun violence. Others
highlight political hypocrisy or the complexity of balancing constitutional rights with public safety.

The Evolution of Political Cartoons on Gun Control in the Digital
Era
The advent of the internet and social media has transformed the creation, distribution, and influence of
political cartoons on gun control. Digital platforms have expanded the reach of these cartoons, allowing rapid
dissemination and engagement with global audiences.

Digital Dissemination and Viral Potential
Political cartoons now circulate widely on social media, enabling instant reactions and widespread sharing.
This increased visibility has amplified their role in shaping public opinion, especially among younger
demographics who engage heavily with digital content. Viral cartoons can spark national conversations and
mobilize activism.

New Challenges and Opportunities
While digital distribution offers broader reach, it also presents challenges such as misinformation and
polarized interpretations. Cartoonists must navigate a complex landscape where images can be taken out of
context or weaponized in ideological battles. Nonetheless, the digital era offers unprecedented opportunities
for creative expression and dynamic interaction with audiences on the topic of gun control.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are political cartoons on gun control typically trying to convey?
Political cartoons on gun control often aim to highlight the complexities, controversies, and different
viewpoints surrounding gun legislation, using satire, symbolism, and visual metaphors to provoke thought
and discussion.



How do political cartoons influence public opinion on gun control?
Political cartoons can shape public opinion by simplifying complex issues, evoking emotional responses, and
encouraging viewers to reconsider their perspectives on gun control through humor or criticism.

What common themes appear in political cartoons about gun control?
Common themes include debates over Second Amendment rights, mass shootings, government regulation,
gun violence statistics, lobbying by gun rights organizations, and the balance between safety and freedom.

Are political cartoons on gun control biased?
Political cartoons often reflect the cartoonist's viewpoint and can be biased, using exaggeration and selective
representation to make a persuasive argument either for stricter gun laws or for gun rights.

How do political cartoons address the impact of mass shootings on gun
control debates?
Many political cartoons focus on mass shootings as a catalyst for gun control debates, illustrating the tragedy
and calling attention to the perceived need for reform or criticizing the lack of action by lawmakers.

Why are political cartoons an effective medium for discussing gun
control?
Political cartoons combine visual art and concise commentary, making complex issues like gun control more
accessible and engaging, which helps spread awareness and stimulate public dialogue quickly and
effectively.

Additional Resources
1. Drawing the Line: Political Cartoons and the Gun Control Debate
This book explores how political cartoons have shaped public opinion on gun control in the United States.
Featuring a wide collection of cartoons from various decades, it highlights the evolving arguments and
emotions surrounding the issue. The author analyzes the symbolism and satire used by cartoonists to
comment on legislation, shootings, and political rhetoric.

2. Shots Fired: The Art of Gun Control Cartoons
A comprehensive anthology of political cartoons focused on gun control, this book captures the intense
cultural and political clashes over firearm regulations. It includes works from renowned cartoonists who use
humor and critique to challenge or support gun policies. The book also examines the impact these visual
commentaries have had on activism and public discourse.



3. Ink and Arms: Visual Satire in the Gun Control Controversy
This title delves into the power of satire in political cartoons addressing gun control issues. It discusses how
cartoonists use exaggeration and irony to critique both proponents and opponents of gun legislation. With
historical context and detailed analysis, the book reveals the role of cartoons in influencing policy debates.

4. Trigger Warnings: Political Cartoons and America's Gun Crisis
Focusing on the recent surge in gun violence and legislative responses, this book compiles political cartoons
that reflect the nation's turmoil. It provides insight into how cartoonists portray mass shootings, political
inertia, and grassroots movements. The author considers the emotional weight and persuasive power of
visual commentary in shaping public attitudes.

5. Cartooning Control: The Battle Over Guns in American Media
Examining the intersection of media and politics, this book investigates how political cartoons contribute to
the gun control narrative. It highlights the strategies cartoonists use to frame the debate and influence
readers. Through case studies and interviews, the book reveals the challenges and responsibilities faced by
artists tackling this divisive topic.

6. Lines of Defense: Political Cartoons on Gun Rights and Regulation
This book presents a balanced collection of cartoons that represent both sides of the gun control debate. It
explores themes such as constitutional rights, public safety, and political lobbying. The analysis emphasizes
how cartoons can simultaneously entertain and provoke critical reflection on deeply held beliefs.

7. Bullet Points: Visual Commentary on Gun Control Legislation
A detailed look at how political cartoons have responded to major gun control laws and court rulings. The
book traces the evolution of gun policy through the eyes of satirical artists, highlighting key moments of
controversy and change. It also discusses the effectiveness of cartoons as tools for political persuasion.

8. Drawing Fire: The Role of Political Cartoons in Gun Control Advocacy
Focusing on advocacy and activism, this title showcases cartoons that champion gun control reforms. It
analyzes how imagery and humor are used to mobilize support and criticize opposition. The book also
explores the ethical considerations cartoonists face when depicting sensitive subjects like gun violence.

9. Cartoons Under Fire: The Cultural Impact of Gun Control Satire
This work investigates the broader cultural implications of political cartoons on the gun control debate. It
considers how cartoons reflect and shape societal values, fears, and hopes related to firearms. Through
multidisciplinary perspectives, the book highlights the enduring influence of visual satire in American
political culture.
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  political cartoons on gun control: The Bill of Rights: Political Cartoons Gina Capaldi,
Douglas M. Rife, 2009-09-01 The activities in this packet will introduce students to one of the most
important documents in the history of our country: the Constitution. Students will learn about the
Bill of Rights through political cartoons and activities.
  political cartoons on gun control: The Trump Presidency in Editorial Cartoons Natalia
Mielczarek, 2023-09-18 The Trump Presidency in Editorial Cartoons engages with close to one
thousand editorial cartoons to analyze the visual representations of President Donald Trump and his
responses to six news events during his term in office. Natalia Mielczarek traces the mechanisms
through which the drawings construct the president’s image and their potential rhetorical
consequences for interpretation. Through this analysis, Mielczarek argues that the right-leaning
cartoons largely erase the president’s likeness from their plotlines, acting as a shield against
accountability for Trump. Left-leaning cartoons, on the other hand, tend to clone the president and
exaggerate his image in most of their stories, often functioning as tools of symbolic censure and
punishment. Through these de- and re-contextualization tactics that make President Trump either
largely absent or hyper-present in the narrative, the cartoons construct inadvertent rhetorical
paradoxes and coalesce around ideological heroes and villains. This result, Mielczarek posits, more
closely resembles partisan propaganda, rather than political commentary and social critique.
Scholars of communication, political science, and media studies will find this book of particular
interest.
  political cartoons on gun control: The Bill of Rights John J. Patrick, 2003 The Bill of Rights
is an extraordinary collection of original documents, carefully introduced and put into context by
historian John Patrick, that traces the origins of the Bill of Rights back to England's Magna Carta
and its legal traditions through to present day controversies over freedoms of speech, religion,
bearing arms, assembling, and more. Examples of challenges to the Bill of Rights include: * The
Sedition Act of 1798, which made it illegal to express criticism of the U.S. government * The
internment of Japanese Americans during World War II * George W. Bush's Executive Order of
November 13, 2001, expanding the government's authority against individuals when terrorism is
suspected.
  political cartoons on gun control: Educating About Social Issues in the 20th and 21st
Centuries Vol. 3 Samuel Totten, Jon Pedersen, 2014-01-01 EDUCATING ABOUT SOCIAL ISSUES IN
THE 20th and 21st Centuries: A Critical Annotated Bibliography, Volume 3 is the third volume in a
series that addresses an eclectic host of issues germane to teaching and learning about social issues
at the secondary level of schooling, ranging over roughly a one hundred year period (between 1915
and 2013). Volume 3 specifically addresses how an examination of social issues can be incorporated
into the extant curriculum. Experts in various areas each contribute a chapter in the book. Each
chapter is comprised of a critical essay and an annotated bibliography of key works germane to the
specific focus of the chapter.
  political cartoons on gun control: Guns in America Jan E. Dizard, Robert Muth, Stephen P.
Andrews, 1999-04 Should you own a gun? -- Americans losing trust in each other and institutions --
Arms and the woman : a feminist reappraisal -- Guns are the tools by which we forge our liberty --
Gun control in American : a history of discimination against the poor and minorities -- Talk at Temple
Beth Shir Shalom : Friday, April 30, 1993 -- Apocalypse now? -- They've had enough -- Author's call
to arms gets answer -- The anti-enviro connection -- America's only realistic option : promoting
responsible gun ownership -- What are the alternative? -- Lawsuit aims at gun industry -- Crime
fighting's about-face -- Second thoughts on the Second Amendment -- Ten essential observations on
guns in America.
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  political cartoons on gun control: Armed Gary Kleck, Don B. Kates, 2001-11 Hoping to
disentangle myth from reality, the authors summarize research on guns and violence in accessible,
nontechnical language. Among the topics addressed are media bias in coverage of gun issues,
prohibitionist measures for reducing gun violence, and a close analysis of the Second Amendment.
  political cartoons on gun control: Cartoonists Against Racism: The Secret Jewish War
on Bigotry Rafael Medoff, Craig Yoe, 2024-07-02 Horrific scenes of anti-Jewish violence in Europe
filled the newsreels in American theaters in the 1930s and 1940s. What could be done to make sure
it didn’t happen in America? One Jewish organization hit upon a remarkable idea—to enlist some of
America’s most beloved cartoonists to wage a war on bigotry. Cartoonists Against Racism uncovers
the secret campaign to create anti-racist comics and cartoons to flood America’s newspapers,
classrooms, and union halls. Meet the artists and the work that was their ammunition in the battle
for America’s soul. The book showcases impactful anti-racism artwork from the era’s preeminent
cartoonists, including multiple Pulitzer Prize winners Bill Mauldin and Vaughn Shoemaker; New
Yorker cartoonists Carl Rose, Mischa Richter, and Frank Hanley; famed antiwar cartoonist Robert
Osborn; Dave Berg of Mad magazine; renowned sports cartoonist Willard Mullin; noted labor
cartoonist Bernard Seaman; comics artist Mac Raboy (Flash Gordon, Captain Marvel Jr.); and Eric
Godal, who escaped from Nazi Germany and became a leading cartoonist in the American press and
acclaimed artist Dick Dorgan.
  political cartoons on gun control: A Conservative Walks Into a Bar A. Dagnes, 2012-09-06
Conservative critics argue that modern political satire, in the age of The Daily Show, has a liberal
bias. A quick review of the humor landscape shows that there are very few conservative political
satirists, and using personal interviews with political humorists this book explains why. The book
explores the history of satire, the comedy profession, and the nature of satire itself to examine why
there is an ideological imbalance in political humor and it explores the consequences of this
disparity. This book will appeal to Daily Show and Colbert fans, political junkies, and anyone
interested in the intersection of politics and media.
  political cartoons on gun control: Presidential Campaigns, Slogans, Issues, and Platforms
Robert North Roberts, Scott John Hammond, Valerie A. Sulfaro, 2012-06-12 The book provides a
comprehensive discussion of the major issues and events surrounding all American presidential
elections, from the earliest years of the Republic through the campaign of 2008. Presidential
Campaigns, Slogans, Issues, and Platforms: The Complete Encyclopedia is an easy-to-use reference
work designed to encourage students and anyone interested in democratic politics to undertake a
greater understanding of this complex aspect of American political life. The three-volume work
covers each presidential campaign in depth, examining a large number of related issues ranging
from the use of social media in modern presidential campaigns to negative campaign ads and key
slogans used in every presidential campaign. Volume One contains entries offering specific and
focused information on issues, trends, factors, slogans, strategies, and other more detailed elements
of presidential campaigning from the first stirrings of the American democratic process to the first
decade of the 21st century. Volumes Two and Three provide chronological accounts of every
presidential campaign since the ratification of the Constitution through the campaign of 2008, with
Volume Two covering the campaign of 1788–89 to the campaign of 1908, and Volume Three covering
the campaign of 1912 to the campaign of 2008.
  political cartoons on gun control: The Best Political Cartoons of the Year Daryl Cagle, Brian
Fairrington, 2008
  political cartoons on gun control: Rise of the Anti-media Brian Anse Patrick, 2010 The
American concealed weapon carry movement, consisting largely of political amateurs, has
succeeded in changing the direction of gun control policy in the U.S. in the last two decades,
overcoming well-entrenched professional elites in the process. The movement succeeded because
overlapping horizontal interpretive communities of a new American gun culture developed their own
anti-media of communication, bypassing mainstream media systems, creating a new and politically
potent informational sociology that works to their benefit.



  political cartoons on gun control: Examining Gun Regulations, Warning Behaviors, and
Policies to Prevent Mass Shootings Kerr, Selina E.M., 2021-02-19 Mass shootings have become
more prevalent in the past few decades, especially within the United States. Whilst the United States
has suffered from hundreds of mass shootings over the years, policy change relating to guns has
been limited in scope, particularly when compared with other developed nations. Recognizing that
the United States has a different history and culture, new policies must be undertaken to mitigate
the occurrences of mass shootings with the understanding that its response should not be the same
as other developed nations. Examining Gun Regulations, Warning Behaviors, and Policies to Prevent
Mass Shootings is a critical reference book that analyzes the debates around and responses to mass
shootings with a two-fold focus: the prevention, preparation, response, and recovery of mass
shootings and gun proposals raised following these incidents. With a specific look at the 2017 Las
Vegas shooting, the author scrutinizes the news media coverage following the incident to document
its role in policy discussions, while also examining new policy responses and gun violence prevention
actions that have gained traction since the event. Including the voices of those involved in gun
violence prevention, as well as interviews with experts in areas dealing with prevention, preparation,
and emergency response and recovery, this book centers on forthcoming themes such as licensing
systems of firearms, smart gun technologies, assault weapons and weapons bans, and the portrayal
of mass shootings in media. This book is essential for policymakers/lawmakers, news media,
politicians and government officials, emergency management personnel, academicians, researchers,
and students.
  political cartoons on gun control: Drawn to Purpose Martha H. Kennedy, 2018-02-14
Winner of the 2019 Eisner Award for the Best Comics-Related Book Published in partnership with
the Library of Congress, Drawn to Purpose: American Women Illustrators and Cartoonists presents
an overarching survey of women in American illustration, from the late nineteenth into the
twenty-first century. Martha H. Kennedy brings special attention to forms that have heretofore
received scant notice—cover designs, editorial illustrations, and political cartoons—and reveals the
contributions of acclaimed cartoonists and illustrators, along with many whose work has been
overlooked. Featuring over 250 color illustrations, including eye-catching original art from the
collections of the Library of Congress, Drawn to Purpose provides insight into the personal and
professional experiences of eighty women who created these works. Included are artists Roz Chast,
Lynda Barry, Lynn Johnston, and Jillian Tamaki. The artists' stories, shaped by their access to artistic
training, the impact of marriage and children on careers, and experiences of gender bias in the
marketplace, serve as vivid reminders of social change during a period in which the roles and
interests of women broadened from the private to the public sphere. The vast, often neglected, body
of artistic achievement by women remains an important part of our visual culture. The lives and
work of the women responsible for it merit much further attention than they have received thus far.
For readers who care about cartooning and illustration, Drawn to Purpose provides valuable insight
into this rich heritage.
  political cartoons on gun control: Creating Comics as Journalism, Memoir and
Nonfiction Randy Duncan, Michael Ray Taylor, David Stoddard, 2015-10-08 This book provides
student journalists, artists, designers, creative writers and web producers with the tools and
techniques they need to tell nonfiction stories visually and graphically. Weaving together history,
theory, and practical advice, seasoned nonfiction comics professors and scholars Randy Duncan,
Michael Ray Taylor and David Stoddard present a hands-on approach to teach readers from a range
of backgrounds how to develop and create a graphic nonfiction story from start to finish. The book
offers guidance on: -how to find stories and make use of appropriate facts and visuals; -nonfiction
narrative techniques; -artist's tools and techniques; -print, digital, and multimedia production; -legal
and ethical considerations. Interviews with well-known nonfiction comics creators and editors
discuss best practices and offer readers inspiration to begin creating their own work, and exercises
at the end of each chapter encourage students to hone their skills.
  political cartoons on gun control: The Big Book of Campaign 2008 Political Cartoons



Daryl Cagle, Brian Fairrington, 2008 From the most popular cartoon site on the Web comes a
collection of political cartoons that chronicles--and even skewers--the 2008 presidential race.
  political cartoons on gun control: Whispers in the Echo Chamber Jesse A. Fivecoate,
Andrea Kitta, 2025 Whispers in the Echo Chamber: Folklore and the Role of Conspiracy Theory in
Contemporary Society makes the case that conspiracy theories are fundamentally a folklore genre,
akin to and often involving other belief narratives like rumor and legend. The editors and
contributors show that studying conspiracy theories using the tools of folkloristics is a fruitful and
necessary analytical exercise. The volume's three parts lay out folkloristic approaches to conspiracy
theories; ways folkloristics can help us understand how conspiracy theories are constructed; and
how the genre of conspiracy theories interacts with particular, contemporary political contexts. This
timely volume complements studies from political science, sociology, psychology, history, and more,
while also crucially calling for the field of folklore studies to engage more assertively with
conspiracy theories as a genre. Focusing on modern iterations of sometimes quite ancient
conspiracy motifs and themes, the editors and contributors forcibly illustrate the crucial relevance of
this prevalent and influential form of folklore in today's interconnected world.
  political cartoons on gun control: Twice Dead Catherine Coulter, 2011-02-01 For the first
time: the FBI thrillers Riptide and Hemlock Bay together in one volume. Catherine Coulter's FBI
series twists at every turn (San Diego Union-Tribune). In two of her most gripping books-Riptide and
Hemlock Bay- FBI agents Dillon Savich and Lacey Sherlock face dangerous threats in both their
professional and personal lives. In Riptide, trouble follows an intrepid reporter to the quiet coastal
Maine community, and Savich and Sherlock must face down a KGB agent to find the truth. In
Hemlock Bay, the two travel to Maryland to take down the satanic child-killing Tuttle twins.
  political cartoons on gun control: Drawing Liberalism Simon Appleford, 2023-02-28 Drawing
Liberalism is the first book-length critical examination of the political and social impact of the
political cartoonist Herbert Block—popularly known as Herblock. Working for the Washington Post,
Herblock played a central role in shaping, propagandizing, and defending the ideals of postwar
liberalism, a normative set of values and assumptions that dominated American politics and culture
after World War II. Best remembered for his unrelenting opposition to and skewering cartoons of
Joseph McCarthy and Richard Nixon, Herblock introduced the term McCarthyism into the American
political lexicon. With its unstinting and unapologetic support for the liberal agenda, across a career
spanning over fifty years at the Post, Herblock’s work affords a unique lens through which to
interpret and understand the shifts and contours of twentieth-century American political culture,
from the postwar period through the civil rights era into the Nixon presidency.
  political cartoons on gun control: Prologue , 1993
  political cartoons on gun control: Communicating Political Humor in the Media Ofer
Feldman, 2024-05-07 This anthology of studies is a follow-up to Political Humor Worldwide: The
Cultural Context of Political Comedy, Satire, and Parody. It further examines political humor as a
distinct sub-discipline of political communication, influenced and shaped by a country’s culture. The
book’s contributors, experts drawn from the academic fields of political science, communication,
linguistics, sociology, culture studies, political psychology, and others, offer an assortment of studies
from multiple disciplinary perspectives. Focusing on political humor in the media, the authors offer a
panorama of political humor—including political satire, parody, and cartooning—in Spain, Poland,
Montenegro, Turkey, Japan, Australia, Iran, Brazil, Argentina, Malaysia, and Indonesia, among
others. They detail political humor’s multifaceted and versatile nature, suggesting that national
culture and political humor expressed in the news media are intertwined; thus, understanding
political humor requires looking at the cultural landscape of a given country or society. The book
helps readers to better understand the factors that shape political humor across the globe in a
variety of political and media systems.
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