
political correctness south park
political correctness south park has been a recurring and central theme throughout the long-
running animated television series South Park. Known for its satirical and often controversial
approach, South Park frequently addresses issues surrounding political correctness, challenging
societal norms and questioning the boundaries of acceptable speech and behavior. This article
explores how the show incorporates political correctness into its narrative, the impact it has on
viewers, and the broader cultural commentary it provides. By analyzing key episodes and characters,
the discussion delves into the nuanced ways South Park navigates sensitive topics. The article also
examines the show's influence on public discourse and the ongoing debate about freedom of
expression versus social responsibility. The following sections will provide a comprehensive
overview of political correctness in South Park, including its historical context, thematic exploration,
and reception.

The Role of Political Correctness in South Park

Key Episodes Addressing Political Correctness

Character Analysis and Political Correctness

Cultural Impact and Public Reception

Controversies and Criticisms

The Role of Political Correctness in South Park

Political correctness in South Park serves as both a thematic device and a source of humor. The
creators, Trey Parker and Matt Stone, use the show to critique the concept by exaggerating its
extremes and exposing contradictions within social and political movements. Rather than endorsing
or condemning political correctness outright, South Park often highlights the complexities and
unintended consequences that arise when societal pressures limit free expression. This approach
allows the show to engage with contemporary issues while maintaining its irreverent tone.

Satire and Social Commentary

South Park utilizes satire as a primary tool to dissect political correctness. By creating exaggerated
scenarios and caricatures, the show reflects real-world debates about language, inclusion, and
respect. The satire often points out how political correctness can sometimes lead to absurdity,
censorship, or hypocrisy. However, it also acknowledges the importance of sensitivity and the need
to protect marginalized groups from harm.



Balancing Humor and Sensitivity

One of the challenges South Park faces is balancing its comedic style with the sensitive nature of
political correctness. The show frequently pushes boundaries by addressing taboo subjects, but it
also invites viewers to question their own assumptions. This balance is achieved through a
combination of shock value and thoughtful critique, which encourages reflection alongside laughter.

Key Episodes Addressing Political Correctness

Several South Park episodes stand out for their explicit focus on political correctness, often
becoming emblematic of the show's stance on the topic. These episodes use narrative and character
dynamics to explore the nuances and conflicts inherent in political correctness debates.

“Stupid Spoiled Whore Video Playset”

This episode critiques the influence of celebrity culture on children and the way political correctness
intersects with societal standards of behavior. It highlights how attempts to regulate speech and
conduct can sometimes produce contradictory results, especially in media and entertainment.

“The Death of Eric Cartman”

In this episode, Cartman’s refusal to acknowledge his wrongdoings serves as a metaphor for the
difficulty of holding individuals accountable within politically correct frameworks. It illustrates how
political correctness can sometimes complicate personal responsibility and social dynamics.

“PC Principal” Story Arc

Introduced in later seasons, the character PC Principal embodies the extremes of political
correctness enforcement. This storyline examines how political correctness can evolve into
authoritarianism, raising questions about power, control, and ideological rigidity.

Character Analysis and Political Correctness

South Park’s characters often personify various attitudes toward political correctness, providing a
diverse range of perspectives within the show’s narrative. Their interactions and development
contribute to the show’s exploration of cultural and social issues.



PC Principal

As a character, PC Principal represents the militant enforcement of political correctness. His
aggressive approach to calling out perceived offenses satirizes the sometimes overzealous nature of
political correctness advocates. The character’s actions spark dialogue about the balance between
advocacy and authoritarianism.

Eric Cartman

Cartman is frequently portrayed as embodying the opposite of political correctness, often using
offensive language and behavior to provoke reactions. His role highlights the tensions between free
speech and respect for others, serving as a foil to the politically correct characters.

Kyle Broflovski

Kyle often acts as a moral compass within the show, navigating the complexities of political
correctness with empathy and rationality. His character provides a counterbalance to both extremes,
advocating for fairness while recognizing the need for open dialogue.

Cultural Impact and Public Reception

South Park’s treatment of political correctness has influenced public discourse and contributed to
broader cultural conversations. The show’s provocative style has sparked debate among audiences,
critics, and scholars regarding the role of satire in social critique.

Influence on Media and Society

South Park has shaped how audiences perceive political correctness by presenting it through a
comedic lens that emphasizes critical thinking. Its impact extends beyond entertainment,
encouraging viewers to question social norms and the implications of language policing.

Audience Reactions and Criticism

The show's approach to political correctness has elicited varied responses, from praise for its
boldness to criticism for perceived insensitivity. This diversity of opinion reflects the contentious
nature of political correctness in contemporary society.



Controversies and Criticisms

South Park’s engagement with political correctness has not been without controversy. The show has
faced accusations of perpetuating stereotypes and offending marginalized groups, raising important
questions about the limits of satire.

Stereotypes and Offensive Content

Critics argue that South Park sometimes crosses the line by using stereotypes and offensive
language under the guise of satire. While the show aims to critique societal issues, its methods have
sparked debates about the potential harm such portrayals can cause.

Debates on Freedom of Expression

The controversy surrounding South Park’s political correctness themes often centers on the balance
between freedom of expression and social responsibility. The show embodies this tension by
challenging censorship while also reflecting on the consequences of unchecked speech.

Satirical critique of political correctness

Exploration of freedom of speech

Representation of diverse perspectives

Controversial and provocative content

Influence on public discourse

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of the 'South Park' episode about
political correctness?
The main theme of the 'South Park' episode about political correctness is a satirical critique of how
political correctness can be taken to extremes, often leading to absurd and humorous situations.

How does 'South Park' portray political correctness in its



episodes?
South Park portrays political correctness in a humorous and exaggerated manner, often highlighting
the contradictions, overreactions, and social tensions that arise from rigid adherence to politically
correct language and behavior.

Which 'South Park' episode focuses on political correctness?
The episode titled 'PC Principal' (Season 19, Episode 1) specifically focuses on political correctness,
introducing the character PC Principal who enforces political correctness at South Park Elementary.

What message does 'South Park' convey about political
correctness?
South Park conveys that while political correctness aims to promote respect and inclusivity, it can
sometimes be used to suppress free speech and create social divisions when taken to an extreme.

How has the character PC Principal influenced perceptions of
political correctness in 'South Park'?
PC Principal embodies the aggressive enforcement of political correctness, often clashing with other
characters, which serves to critique how some people use political correctness as a form of social
control rather than genuine respect.

Does 'South Park' support or criticize political correctness?
'South Park' primarily criticizes political correctness by showcasing its excesses and the ridiculous
situations it can create, though it also acknowledges the importance of respect and inclusivity.

How do fans react to South Park's take on political
correctness?
Fans are divided; some appreciate the show's bold satire and commentary on social issues, while
others feel it sometimes minimizes the importance of political correctness and sensitivity.

Has 'South Park' influenced public discourse on political
correctness?
Yes, 'South Park' has influenced public discourse by sparking conversations about the balance
between free speech and political correctness, encouraging viewers to critically examine social
norms and language use.

Additional Resources
1. “South Park and the Politics of Political Correctness”
This book explores how the animated series South Park tackles issues of political correctness



through satire and humor. It analyzes key episodes where the show critiques societal norms and
challenges the boundaries of acceptable speech. The author discusses the impact of the show on
public discourse and its role in shaping conversations about free expression.

2. “Satire and Sensitivity: South Park’s Take on Political Correctness”
Focusing on the delicate balance between satire and offense, this book examines how South Park
uses exaggerated characters and scenarios to highlight the absurdities of political correctness. It
delves into controversies sparked by the show, offering insight into the cultural tensions
surrounding freedom of speech and respect.

3. “The South Park Effect: Political Correctness in Contemporary Media”
This volume looks at South Park as a cultural phenomenon that both reflects and influences attitudes
toward political correctness. Through episode analyses and interviews with creators, the book
illustrates how the show challenges political correctness while sparking debate on social issues.

4. “Offensive Humor and Political Correctness: Lessons from South Park”
This book investigates the use of offensive humor as a tool to critique political correctness, using
South Park as a primary case study. It discusses ethical considerations and audience reactions,
providing a nuanced view of comedy’s role in social commentary.

5. “South Park, Censorship, and the Boundaries of Political Correctness”
Exploring episodes that pushed the limits of acceptable content, this book addresses the tensions
between creators, networks, and audiences regarding political correctness. It highlights how South
Park navigates censorship and challenges societal taboos.

6. “Comedy, Controversy, and Political Correctness: South Park’s Cultural Impact”
Analyzing South Park’s long-running presence, this book assesses how the show’s approach to
political correctness has evolved over time. It considers the cultural impact of its humor and the
ways it has influenced conversations on identity, language, and social norms.

7. “Deconstructing Political Correctness through South Park”
This academic work breaks down the concept of political correctness by examining how South Park
deconstructs social and political issues. It offers critical perspectives on the effectiveness and
consequences of the show’s provocative style.

8. “The Language of Satire: Political Correctness in South Park Dialogue”
Focusing on the script and dialogue of South Park, this book analyzes how language is used to mock
political correctness. It explores linguistic strategies and rhetorical devices that contribute to the
show’s satirical impact.

9. “South Park and the War on Political Correctness”
This book investigates South Park’s role in the broader cultural “war” over political correctness,
framing the show as both a product and critic of its times. It discusses key moments where the
series directly confronts political correctness debates and the implications for media and society.
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  political correctness south park: Political Correctness The New York Times Editorial Staff,
2019-12-15 The contemporary definition of political correctness did not begin to enter the cultural
consciousness of Americans until the 1980s. Allan Bloom's criticism of higher education in The
Closing of the American Mind sparked a conflict that has been continually discussed, satirized, and
rehashed. With the election of President Trump in 2016 came a reenergized attack on P.C. culture,
and a new wave of cultural critique in film, television, comedy, and literature. The New York Times
articles collected in this volume cover the defining and redefining of political correctness since its
inception, and suggest how this contentious concept may develop into the future. Media literacy
questions and terms are included to further engage readers with the collection.
  political correctness south park: Race, Racism and Political Correctness in Comedy Jack
Black, 2021-04-25 In what ways is comedy subversive? This vital new book critically considers the
importance of comedy in challenging and redefining our relations to race and racism through the
lens of political correctness. By viewing comedy as both a constitutive feature of social interaction
and as a necessary requirement in the appraisal of what is often deemed to be ‘politically correct’,
this book provides an innovative and multidisciplinary approach to the study of comedy and popular
culture. In doing so, it engages with the social and cultural tensions inherent to our understandings
of political correctness, arguing that comedy can subversively redefine our approach to ‘PC
Debates’, contestations surrounding free speech and the popular portrayal of political correctness in
the media and society. Aided by the work of both Slavoj Žižek and Alenka Zupančič, this unique
analysis adopts a psychoanalytic/philosophical framework to explore issues of race, racism and
political correctness in the widely acclaimed BBC ‘mockumentary’, The Office (UK), as well as a
variety of television comedies. Drawing from psychoanalysis, social psychology and philosophy, this
book will be highly relevant for postgraduate students and academic researchers studying comedy,
race/racism, multiculturalism, political correctness and television/film.
  political correctness south park: Political Correctness and Higher Education John Lea,
2010-05-26 How many times have you heard the phrase: `it’s all political correctness gone mad!’ Do
you ever wonder whether colleges and universities are really awash with trivial concerns about the
use of language or whether they are actually trying to address serious concerns about discrimination
and harassment? Have you ever wanted to get to the bottom of what all the fuss is about? This book
is the first major study of political correctness in post compulsory education to be published in the
UK. For readers in the UK unfamiliar with the nature of the controversies in US college campuses
this book offers a comprehensive assessment of the key themes, including who and what was behind
key campaigns. For readers in the US unfamiliar with how this cultural export has faired in the UK
this book looks at the significant similarities and differences in the ways that the phrase has been
used in both societies. Apart from addressing the roots of political correctness the book seeks to
show how the phrase has helped to complicate the traditional boundaries between those on the
political Left and those on the political Right. The book also demonstrates in clear terms how the
phrase is integral to understanding key themes in cultural theory, such as postmodernism and
identity politics. This book is intended to be of interest to a number of readers: Teachers working in
colleges and universities; Teacher educators and student teachers working on programmes of initial
teacher education; Students studying undergraduate programmes in comparative politics and/or
sociology and cultural studies Finally, the book will seek to capture the reflections of prominent
academics and educationalists bon both sides of the Atlantic, who have worked in environments
where the phrase has impinged on aspects of their work over the last twenty five years. If you think
that `political correctness’ simply amounts to what jokes you are allowed to tell in a classroom,
hopefully this book will challenge you to think again.
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  political correctness south park: Politeness, Impoliteness and Ritual Dániel Z. Kádár,
2017-04-27 Ritual is popularly associated with ceremonies, though in real life it plays a significantly
more important role, reinforcing what people perceive as the appropriate moral order of things, or
challenging what they perceive as the inappropriate flow of events. This book introduces the reader
to how people use ritual in interpersonal interaction and the interface that exists between ritual and
politeness and impoliteness. As rituals have a large impact on the life of people and communities,
the way in which they use politeness and impoliteness in a ritual action significantly influences the
way in which the given ritual is perceived. Politeness, Impoliteness and Ritual examines this complex
relationship by setting up a multi-layered analytic model, with a multidisciplinary approach which
will appeal to interaction scholars, politeness researchers, social psychologists and anthropologists,
and moral psychologists. It fills an important knowledge gap and provides the first
(im)politeness-focused interactional model of ritual.
  political correctness south park: Make America Hate Again Victoria McCollum, 2019-06-21
Horror films have traditionally sunk their teeth into straitened times, reflecting, expressing and
validating the spirit of the epoch, and capitalising on the political and cultural climate in which they
are made. This book shows how the horror genre has adapted itself to the transformation of
contemporary American politics and the mutating role of traditional and new media in the era of
Donald Trump’s Presidency of the United States. Exploring horror’s renewed potential for political
engagement in a socio-political climate characterised by the angst of civil conflict, the deception of
‘alternative facts’ and the threat of nuclear or biological conflict and global warming, Make America
Hate Again examines the intersection of film, politics, and American culture and society through a
bold critical analysis of popular horror (films, television shows, podcasts and online parodies), such
as 10 Cloverfield Lane, American Horror Story, Don’t Breathe, Get Out, Hotel Transylvania 2, Hush,
It, It Comes at Night, South Park, The Babadook, The Walking Dead, The Woman, The Witch and
Twin Peaks: The Return. The first major exploration of the horror genre through the lens of the
Trump era, it investigates the correlations between recent, culturally meaningful horror texts, and
the broader culture within which they have become gravely significant. Offering a rejuvenating,
optimistic, and positive perspective on popular culture as a site of cultural politics, Make America
Hate Again will appeal to scholars and students of American studies, film and media studies, and
cultural studies.
  political correctness south park: Taking South Park Seriously Jeffrey Andrew Weinstock,
2008-09-11 Since it came on the air in 1997, Comedy Central's top-rated animated program, South
Park, has been criticized for its crude, scatological humor and political insensitivity. However, the
program also fearlessly wades into the morass of American political life as it tackles and satirizes all
American sacred cows, including political correctness, the value of celebrities, ideas about
childhood, and the role of religion in American life. In the process, South Park raises provocative and
timely questions about politics, identity, and the media's influence in shaping American thinking.
Taking South Park Seriously brings together scholars who explore the broader implications of South
Park's immense popularity by examining the program's politics, aesthetics, and cultural impact.
Topics covered include the pleasures of watching the show, South Park's relationship to other
animated programs, and the program's representations of racial and ethnic minorities, the disabled,
celebrities, children, religion, and education. This book will be of interest not only to
communications and cultural studies scholars, but to anyone who has ever laughed along with
Cartman, Stan, Kyle, and Kenny.
  political correctness south park: Introducing Philosophy Through Pop Culture William
Irwin, David Kyle Johnson, 2022-04-11 Can Wonder Woman help us understand feminist philosophy?
How Does Wakandan technology transcend anti-Blackness? What can Star Trek teach us about the
true nature of reality? Introducing Philosophy Through Pop Culture makes important philosophical
concepts and the work of major philosophers relevant, fun, and exciting. Using engaging examples
from film and television, this easy-to-read book covers everything from basic metaphysics and
epistemology to abstract and complex philosophical ideas about ethics and the meaning of life. You



don’t have to be a pop culture expert to benefit from this book—even a general awareness of cultural
icons like Superman or Harry Potter will be more than enough for you to learn about a wide range of
philosophical notions, thinkers, and movements. The expanded second edition offers timely coverage
of important topics such as race, gender, personal identity, social justice, and environmental ethics.
New essays explore the philosophical underpinnings of The Good Place, Game of Thrones, Black
Panther, Star Wars, The Avengers, South Park, The Lego Movie, The Big Bang Theory, and more.
This edition is supported by a new website with links to primary philosophical texts, information
about all the popular culture discussed, and additional resources for teachers, students, and general
readers alike. Features a selection of key essays from the bestselling Blackwell Philosophy and Pop
Culture Series Draws on examples from popular media including The Matrix, Lost, Doctor Strange,
The Hobbit, Westworld, and Star Trek Explains philosophical concepts such as relativism,
skepticism, existentialist ethics, logic, social contract theory, utilitarianism, and mind-body dualism
Discusses the ideas of Socrates, Aristotle, Plato, Descartes, Nietzsche, Heidegger, Marx, Mill,
Kierkegaard, and other important thinkers Introducing Philosophy Through Pop Culture is an
excellent supplementary textbook for introductory philos for introductory philosophy courses and a
valuable resource for general readers wanting to learn about philosophy and its connections with
pop culture.
  political correctness south park: The Invisible Hand in Popular Culture Paul A. Cantor,
2012-11-30 “Analyzes how ideas about economics and political philosophy find their way into
everything from Star Trek to Malcolm in the Middle.” —Wall Street Journal Popular culture often
champions freedom as the fundamentally American way of life and celebrates the virtues of
independence and self-reliance. But film and television have also explored the tension between
freedom and other core values, such as order and political stability. What may look like healthy,
productive, and creative freedom from one point of view may look like chaos, anarchy, and a source
of destructive conflict from another. Film and television continually pose the question: Can
Americans deal with their problems on their own, or must they rely on political elites to manage
their lives? In this groundbreaking work, Paul A. Cantor—whose previous book, Gilligan Unbound,
was named one of the best nonfiction books of the year by the Los Angeles Times—explores the ways
in which television shows such as Star Trek, The X-Files, South Park, and Deadwood and films such
as The Aviator and Mars Attacks! have portrayed both top-down and bottom-up models of order.
Drawing on the works of John Locke, Adam Smith, Alexis de Tocqueville, and other proponents of
freedom, Cantor contrasts the classical liberal vision of America?particularly its emphasis on the
virtues of spontaneous order?with the Marxist understanding of the “culture industry” and the
Hobbesian model of absolute state control. The Invisible Hand in Popular Culture concludes with a
discussion of the impact of 9/11 on film and television, and the new anxieties emerging in
contemporary alien-invasion narratives: the fear of a global technocracy that seeks to destroy the
nuclear family, religious faith, local government, and other traditional bulwarks against the absolute
state.
  political correctness south park: Repeating Ourselves Robert Wallace Fink, 2005-09-13
Annotation Fink looks at minimalist music as part of a much larger trend in American culture which
encompasses modern art, television, commercial advertising, pedagogy, club culture, religion, and
much more.
  political correctness south park: Hallyu 2.0 Sangjoon Lee, Abé Markus Nornes, 2015-06 The
first scholarly volume to investigate the impact of social media and other communication
technologies on the global dissemination of the Korean Wave
  political correctness south park: Narrative Advertising Models and Conceptualization in the
Digital Age Y?lmaz, Recep, 2017-02-01 The ubiquity of technology in modern society has opened new
opportunities for businesses to employ marketing strategies. Through digital media, new forms of
advertisement creativity can be explored. Narrative Advertising Models and Conceptualization in the
Digital Age is a pivotal reference source that features the latest scholarly perspectives on the
implementation of narration and storytelling in contemporary advertising. Including a range of



topics such as digital games, viral advertising, and interactive media, this book is an ideal
publication for business managers, researchers, academics, graduate students, and professionals
interested in the enhancement of advertising strategies.
  political correctness south park: Comedic Nightmare Marcel Danesi, 2022-11-21 The
presidency of Donald J. Trump, has had a considerable impacts on American politics and society.
One of these was his altering of the comedic mood in America, taking comedy away from many of its
traditions. His presidency turned comedy into political weaponry, as comedians on the liberal side of
politics turned their efforts to ridiculing Trump’s buffoonish persona, while on the conservative side,
a Trump-supportive group of comedians mocked those very comedians who opposed Trump. Trump
himself emerged as a comedian, performing his dark, caustic, comical routines with consummate
skill at his rallies. If comedy is a pulse for a country, then it is legitimate to ask if that pulse still
beating, even after Trump lost reelection in 2020. This book will address this question, examining
how Trump’s presidency interrupted the historical flow of American comedic traditions, and how it
spread a dark mood throughout American society.
  political correctness south park: Guitar War Child Hero Martin Avery, 2010-08-29 An
issue-oriented, contemporary story exploring a universal theme, with a compelling, unified plot and
strong, sympathetic protagonists, well-researched, dealing with important historical subjects.
  political correctness south park: Animated Film and Disability Slava Greenberg, 2023-02-07
While many live-action films portray disability as a spectacle, crip animation (a genre of animated
films that celebrates disabled people's lived experiences) uses a variety of techniques like clay
animation, puppets, pixilation, and computer-generated animation to represent the inner worlds of
people with disabilities. Crip animation has the potential to challenge the ableist gaze and immerse
viewers in an alternative bodily experience. In Animated Film and Disability, Slava Greenberg
analyzes over 30 animated works about disabilities, including Rocks in My Pockets, An Eyeful of
Sound, and A Shift in Perception. He considers the ableism of live-action cinematography, the
involvement of filmmakers with disabilities in the production process, and the evocation of the
spectators' senses of sight and hearing, consequently subverting traditional spectatorship and
listenership hierarchies. In addition, Greenberg explores physical and sensory accessibility in
theaters and suggests new ways to accommodate cinematic screenings. Offering an introduction to
disability studies and crip theory for film, media, and animation scholars, Animated Film and
Disability demonstrates that crip animation has the power to breach the spectator's comfort, evoking
awareness of their own bodies and, in certain cases, their social privileges.
  political correctness south park: Safire's Political Dictionary William Safire, 2008
Featuring more than one thousand new, rewritten, and updated entries, this reference on American
politics explains current terms in politics, economics, and diplomacy.
  political correctness south park: The Palgrave Handbook of Popular Culture as Philosophy
Dean A. Kowalski, Chris Lay, Kimberly S. Engels, 2024-04-30 Much philosophical work on pop
culture apologises for its use; using popular culture is a necessary evil, something merely useful for
reaching the masses with important philosophical arguments. But works of pop culture are
important in their own right--they shape worldviews, inspire ideas, change minds. We wouldn't baulk
at a book dedicated to examining the philosophy of The Great Gatsby or 1984--why aren't Star Trek
and Superman fair game as well? After all, when produced, the former were considered pop culture
just as much as the latter. This will be the first major reference work to right that wrong, gathering
together entries on film, television, games, graphic novels and comedy, and officially recognizing the
importance of the field. It will be the go-to resource for students and researchers in philosophy,
culture, media and communications, English and history and will act as a springboard to introduce
the reader to the other key literature inthe field.
  political correctness south park: Satire TV Jonathan Gray, Jeffrey P. Jones, Ethan Thompson,
2009-04-01 A fascinating look into what happens when comedy becomes political and politics
becomes comedy Satirical TV has become mandatory viewing for citizens wishing to make sense of
the bizarre contemporary state of political life. Shifts in industry economics and audience tastes



have re-made television comedy, once considered a wasteland of escapist humor, into what is
arguably the most popular source of political critique. From fake news and pundit shows to animated
sitcoms and mash-up videos, satire has become an important avenue for processing politics in
informative and entertaining ways, and satire TV is now its own thriving, viable television genre.
Satire TV examines what happens when comedy becomes political, and politics become funny. A
series of original essays focus on a range of programs, from The Daily Show to South Park, Da Ali G
Show to The Colbert Report, The Boondocks to Saturday Night Live, Lil’ Bush to Chappelle’s Show,
along with Internet D.I.Y. satire and essays on British and Canadian satire. They all offer insights
into what today’s class of satire tells us about the current state of politics, of television, of
citizenship, all the while suggesting what satire adds to the political realm that news and
documentaries cannot.
  political correctness south park: Queers in American Popular Culture Jim Elledge,
2010-10-06 This three-volume collection of essays reveals the widespread existence of queer men
and women in American popular culture, and showcases their important yet little-known role in
shaping our society over the last 120 years. The virtually unknown existence of gay, bisexual, and
queer men and women in American popular culture from the late 1800s through the present day is a
fascinating topic for many readers, regardless of their own orientation. Whether it's the father of
bodybuilding, famous closeted entertainers or sports stars, or the leading characters in current
television shows and films, queer men and women have changed the face of American popular
culture and society for over a century. Ironically, most of the fascinating information, anecdotes, and
revealing facts about well-known figures in American culture are virtually unknown to the typical
U.S. citizen. Elledge's Queers in American Popular Culture covers a wide variety of historical and
current topics that documents how the queer community has been—and continues to be—one of the
most significant shapers of American popular culture. Currently, no other book covers queer topics
in American popular culture as broadly as this text.
  political correctness south park: World View Marvin Olasky, 2017-11-06 As Editor-in-Chief
of World, Marvin Olasky has offered his views on current events and culture for more than
twenty-five years. In this collection of columns, he shows readers how Christians can speak biblical
truths while also living out the biblical values of grace and mercy in today's world.
  political correctness south park: Ethnic Humor in Multiethnic America David Gillota,
2013-07-01 When wielded by the white majority, ethnic humor can be used to ridicule and demean
marginalized groups. In the hands of ethnic minorities themselves, ethnic humor can work as a site
of community building and resistance. In nearly all cases, however, ethnic humor can serve as a
window through which to examine the complexities of American race relations. In Ethnic Humor in
Multiethnic America, David Gillota explores the ways in which contemporary comic works both
reflect and participate in national conversations about race and ethnicity. Gillota investigates the
manner in which various humorists respond to multiculturalism and the increasing diversity of the
American population. Rather than looking at one or two ethnic groups at a time—as is common
scholarly practice—the book focuses on the interplay between humorists from different ethnic
communities. While some comic texts project a fantasy world in which diverse ethnic characters
coexist in a rarely disputed harmony, others genuinely engage with the complexities and
contradictions of multiethnic America. The first chapter focuses on African American comedy with a
discussion of such humorists as Paul Mooney and Chris Rock, who tend to reinforce a black/white
vision of American race relations. This approach is contrasted to the comedy of Dave Chappelle, who
looks beyond black and white and uses his humor to place blackness within a much wider
multiethnic context. Chapter 2 concentrates primarily on the Jewish humorists Sarah Silverman,
Larry David, and Sacha Baron Cohen—three artists who use their personas to explore the peculiar
position of contemporary Jews who exist in a middle space between white and other. In chapter 3,
Gillota discusses different humorous constructions of whiteness, from a detailed analysis of South
Park to “Blue Collar Comedy” and the blog Stuff White People Like. Chapter 4 is focused on the
manner in which animated children’s film and the network situation comedy often project simplified



and harmonious visions of diversity. In contrast, chapter 5 considers how many recent works, such
as Harold and Kumar Go to White Castle and the Showtime series Weeds, engage with diversity in
more complex and productive ways.
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