
political continuities of the russian
revolution

political continuities of the russian revolution represent a critical area of
study in understanding the profound and lasting effects of one of the 20th
century’s most transformative events. The Russian Revolution of 1917 not only
dismantled the centuries-old Tsarist autocracy but also paved the way for the
establishment of a communist state that would influence global politics for
decades. Despite the radical upheavals and ideological shifts, several
political continuities endured throughout and beyond the revolution, shaping
both Soviet governance and post-Soviet political structures. This article
explores these continuities by examining the persistence of centralized
authority, the role of political ideology, the use of state control
mechanisms, and the influence of revolutionary leadership styles.
Understanding these enduring elements provides insight into how the
revolution’s legacy continued to mold Russia’s political landscape well into
the 20th century and beyond.
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Centralized Authority and State Power

The political continuities of the Russian Revolution are prominently
reflected in the consolidation and persistence of centralized authority.
Before the revolution, the Russian Empire was characterized by an autocratic
monarchy under the Tsar, who wielded absolute power. The revolution abolished
the monarchy, but rather than dispersing power, the Bolsheviks established a
highly centralized state under the Communist Party. This centralization
remained a defining feature of Russian political life throughout the Soviet
period and even after the USSR’s dissolution.

From Tsarist Autocracy to Soviet Centralism

The transition from Tsarist autocracy to Soviet centralism did not eliminate
the concentration of power; instead, it transformed the source and nature of
that power. The Bolsheviks replaced the hereditary monarchy with a single-
party system that exercised control through a hierarchical structure leading
to the Politburo and the General Secretary. This continuity in centralized
governance was intended to maintain order and implement revolutionary goals
but resulted in a similarly top-down political system.



The Role of the State in Society

The state’s role as the ultimate authority in political, economic, and social
life persisted as a core continuity. The Soviet government expanded state
control over all aspects of life, reflecting a continuity of absolute state
dominance but under a communist ideological framework. This centralized power
was exercised through state institutions that controlled the economy,
education, and law enforcement, demonstrating the unbroken tradition of state
supremacy established since the Russian Empire.

Ideological Foundations and Party Dominance

Another key aspect of the political continuities of the Russian Revolution
lies in the persistence of ideological control and the dominance of a
singular political party. The revolution introduced Marxism-Leninism as the
guiding ideology, which became deeply embedded in the Soviet political system
and influenced governance, policy, and societal norms for decades.

Marxism-Leninism as the State Ideology

The adoption of Marxism-Leninism represented a fundamental ideological shift
but also a continuation of political orthodoxy through dogmatic adherence to
a central ideology. The Communist Party claimed to represent the
proletariat’s interests and maintained strict ideological discipline,
ensuring that alternative political views were suppressed. This ideological
continuity shaped all aspects of Soviet political life and was a tool for
legitimizing the party's monopoly on power.

One-Party Rule and Political Monopolization

The Bolshevik seizure of power led to the elimination of multiparty democracy
and the establishment of a one-party state. This political monopoly persisted
as a defining characteristic of Soviet Russia, reflecting a continuity in
authoritarian governance despite the revolutionary rhetoric of popular
empowerment. The suppression of opposition parties and dissent was
institutionalized, ensuring the Communist Party’s unchallenged dominance
within the political system.

Mechanisms of Political Control and Repression

The political continuities of the Russian Revolution are also evident in the
methods used by the state to maintain control over the population and
suppress dissent. While the actors and justifications changed, the reliance
on coercive state apparatuses remained a constant feature.

Secret Police and Surveillance

The revolutionary government inherited and expanded the use of secret police
organizations as instruments of political control. The Tsarist Okhrana was
replaced by the Cheka, which later evolved into the KGB, signifying a
continuation of state-sponsored surveillance and repression. These agencies



were tasked with rooting out counter-revolutionaries, political opponents,
and perceived enemies of the state, creating a climate of fear that
reinforced centralized power.

Censorship and Propaganda

Control over information was another mechanism maintained after the
revolution. The Soviet state exercised strict censorship over the press,
literature, and arts, ensuring alignment with party ideology. Propaganda
became a key tool to mobilize public support and legitimize the regime,
continuing the tradition of state manipulation of public opinion established
under the Tsarist regime but intensified under communist rule.

Political Purges and Repression

Political purges were a hallmark of Soviet governance, reflecting a
continuity in the use of repression to consolidate power. These purges
targeted perceived enemies within the party and society, often justified by
the need to protect the revolution. The scale and intensity of repression
under Stalin, in particular, represented a brutal extension of this
continuity, highlighting the persistent use of terror as a political
instrument.

Leadership Styles and Cult of Personality

The political continuities of the Russian Revolution can also be seen in the
leadership styles that emerged and endured in Soviet Russia. Despite the
revolution’s emphasis on collective leadership and proletarian democracy,
strong individual leaders often dominated the political landscape through
personal authority and cults of personality.

From Revolutionary Leaders to Authoritarian Figures

Leaders such as Vladimir Lenin and Joseph Stalin exemplify the transition
from revolutionary figureheads to authoritarian rulers. While Lenin
emphasized collective leadership within the party, Stalin’s rule marked a
shift toward centralized personal authority. This pattern of strong
leadership continued as a political continuity, with successive Soviet
leaders cultivating their own cults of personality to legitimize their rule.

The Cult of Personality as Political Tool

The cult of personality became a critical component of Soviet political
culture, drawing on techniques to elevate leaders to near-mythical status.
This continuity of personalized rule helped to solidify the authority of
Soviet leaders and suppress political dissent, mirroring traditional forms of
autocratic leadership albeit under a new ideological guise.



Legacy and Influence on Post-Revolutionary
Russia

The political continuities of the Russian Revolution extend beyond the Soviet
period, influencing the political landscape of post-Soviet Russia and the
broader region. Elements of centralized governance, party dominance, and
state control mechanisms persisted even after the collapse of the USSR in
1991.

Enduring Centralization in Post-Soviet Politics

After the fall of the Soviet Union, Russia experienced significant political
changes, including the introduction of electoral politics and new
institutions. However, the legacy of centralized authority remained
pronounced, with power highly concentrated in the executive branch. This
continuity reflects the deep-rooted political culture established during the
revolutionary and Soviet eras.

Authoritarian Tendencies and Political Culture

The persistence of authoritarian tendencies, including limited political
pluralism and constraints on civil liberties, can be traced back to the
political continuities of the Russian Revolution. The dominance of a central
political authority and the limited space for opposition echo the one-party
rule and repression characteristic of Soviet governance.

Institutional and Ideological Residues

Several institutional structures and ideological legacies from the Soviet
period continue to influence Russia’s political system. These include the
role of security services in politics, state control over media, and the use
of nationalism as a political tool. These continuities demonstrate how the
political transformations of the Russian Revolution have left a lasting
imprint on contemporary Russian governance.

Centralized authority persisted from Tsarist autocracy through Soviet
governance and into modern Russia.

Marxism-Leninism established ideological continuity despite
revolutionary change.

State mechanisms for control, including secret police and censorship,
remained integral.

Leadership styles combined collective rhetoric with authoritarian
personalism.

The revolution’s political legacies continue to influence post-Soviet
politics and institutions.



Frequently Asked Questions

What were the main political continuities following
the Russian Revolution?

The main political continuities following the Russian Revolution included the
persistence of centralized authority, the use of state power to control
society, and the continuation of political repression against opposition
groups.

How did the Bolsheviks maintain continuity with
previous Russian state structures?

The Bolsheviks maintained continuity by retaining the centralized
bureaucratic system and the use of secret police to enforce political
control, similar to the Tsarist regime's methods of governance and
repression.

In what ways did the Russian Revolution impact the
political elite?

While the Russian Revolution overthrew the Tsarist aristocracy, many former
elites were replaced by Bolshevik officials, continuing a system dominated by
a political elite, albeit under a different ideology.

Did the Russian Revolution completely eradicate the
influence of the Russian Orthodox Church?

No, while the Russian Orthodox Church lost much of its official power and
influence, it continued to exist and retained some social and cultural
significance, representing a continuity amid political upheaval.

How did the structure of government change after the
Russian Revolution but also show continuity?

The structure changed from a monarchy to a socialist state, but continuity
was seen in the strong centralized government and lack of political
pluralism, maintaining a one-party system under the Communist Party.

What role did political repression play as a
continuity after the Russian Revolution?

Political repression remained a constant, with the new Soviet government
employing purges, censorship, and secret police to suppress dissent,
continuing the tradition of authoritarian control established during the
Tsarist era.

How did the concept of leadership continuity manifest
after the Russian Revolution?

Leadership continuity manifested through the establishment of a strong,
centralized leadership under figures like Lenin and later Stalin, mirroring



the autocratic leadership style of the Tsars despite ideological differences.

Were there continuities in foreign policy after the
Russian Revolution?

Yes, despite ideological shifts, the Soviet government continued to
prioritize state security and expansion of influence, maintaining a pragmatic
approach to foreign relations similar to the Tsarist regime's focus on
national interests.

How did the political culture of control and
surveillance continue after the Russian Revolution?

The culture of control and surveillance was sustained and intensified with
the creation of the Cheka and later the KGB, building on pre-revolutionary
practices of monitoring and suppressing political opposition.

Additional Resources
1. Revolution and Continuity: The Political Legacy of the Russian Revolution
This book explores how the Russian Revolution set the stage for political
developments throughout the 20th century and beyond. It analyzes the
continuities in governance, ideology, and social structures from the
revolutionary period through the Soviet era and into modern Russia. The
author highlights the ways in which revolutionary ideals were preserved,
adapted, or subverted over time.

2. The Soviet State and Its Aftermath: Political Continuities from 1917 to
the Present
Focusing on the transformation of the Soviet state, this work traces the
political institutions, leadership styles, and policy frameworks that
originated during the Russian Revolution and persisted through the USSR’s
existence. The book also examines how these elements influence contemporary
Russian politics. It provides a detailed overview of the interplay between
revolutionary origins and post-Soviet realities.

3. From Revolution to Authoritarianism: The Enduring Political Structures of
the Russian State
This volume investigates the persistence of authoritarian political
structures that emerged during and after the Russian Revolution. The author
argues that despite ideological shifts, centralized power and limited
political pluralism have remained constant features. The book offers a
critical perspective on the nature of political continuity in Russia’s
turbulent history.

4. Ideology and Power: The Russian Revolution’s Impact on Political Thought
Focusing on ideological continuities, this book examines how Marxist-Leninist
doctrine shaped political thought and practice in Russia during and after the
revolution. It discusses the evolution of revolutionary ideology and its
lasting influence on both Soviet and post-Soviet governance. The author also
considers the role of ideology in maintaining political authority.

5. The Bolsheviks and Beyond: Continuities in Revolutionary Leadership
This text delves into the leadership styles and organizational methods
developed by the Bolsheviks and how these influenced successive generations
of Russian political leaders. The book highlights patterns of leadership,



party discipline, and control mechanisms that persisted throughout Soviet
history. It also reflects on the continuity of revolutionary leadership
models in contemporary Russia.

6. Revolutionary Justice: Legal and Political Continuities in Soviet and
Post-Soviet Russia
Examining the legal system, this book explores how revolutionary ideals of
justice and law enforcement have persisted or evolved since 1917. It
discusses the role of law in legitimizing political power and controlling
society under both Soviet and post-Soviet regimes. The author provides
insight into the continuity of revolutionary legal concepts in modern Russian
governance.

7. Memory and Myth: The Russian Revolution’s Political Legacy in Contemporary
Russia
This work considers how the memory of the Russian Revolution has been
constructed and used politically throughout Russian history. It explores the
myths and narratives that have persisted and how they serve contemporary
political agendas. The book provides a nuanced understanding of the cultural
and political continuities stemming from the revolution.

8. Economic Policies and Political Continuities after the Russian Revolution
This book analyzes the economic strategies initiated during the Russian
Revolution and their long-term political implications. It traces how economic
control and planning became tools of political power, persisting through the
Soviet period and influencing modern economic governance in Russia. The
author links economic policy with political stability and continuity.

9. The Russian Revolution and the Evolution of Soviet Foreign Policy
Focusing on foreign policy, this book investigates how the revolutionary
period shaped Soviet and later Russian international strategies. It
highlights continuities in ideological motives, diplomatic approaches, and
security concerns from 1917 onward. The book offers a comprehensive overview
of the external dimensions of political continuity following the revolution.
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Volume 4 Imre Lakatos, Alan Musgrave, 1970-09-02 Two books have been particularly influential in
contemporary philosophy of science: Karl R. Popper's Logic of Scientific Discovery, and Thomas S.
Kuhn's Structure of Scientific Revolutions. Both agree upon the importance of revolutions in science,
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in 1965. The book begins with Kuhn's statement of his position followed by seven essays offering
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criticism and analysis, and finally by Kuhn's reply. The book will interest senior undergraduates and
graduate students of the philosophy and history of science, as well as professional philosophers,
philosophically inclined scientists, and some psychologists and sociologists.
  political continuities of the russian revolution: Hundred Years of the Russian
Revolution Anuradha M. Chenoy, Archana Upadhyay, 2021-04-07 The book reflects upon the
Russian Revolution of 1917 and the ensuing developments in Russia, the rest of the former Soviet
Union, Central and Eastern Europe and elsewhere in the world. It discusses the impact of the
legacies of the Russian Revolution on political systems, ideologies, economic and social structures
and culture. The book answers some pertinent questions: To what extent are these legacies relevant
today for the contextualisation of memory politics, social institutions, and international relations?
How does an analysis of 1917 and its legacies contribute to the comparative study of revolutions and
social change?
  political continuities of the russian revolution: Russian Foreign Policy in the Twenty-First
Century and the Shadow of the Past Robert Legvold, 2007-03-27 Because the turbulent trajectory of
Russia's foreign policy since the collapse of the Soviet Union echoes previous moments of social and
political transformation, history offers a special vantage point from which to judge the current
course of events. In this book, a mix of leading historians and political scientists examines the
foreign policy of contemporary Russia over four centuries of history. The authors explain the impact
of empire and its loss, the interweaving of domestic and foreign impulses, long-standing approaches
to national security, and the effect of globalization over time. Contributors focus on the underlying
patterns that have marked Russian foreign policy and that persist today. These patterns are driven
by the country's political makeup, geographical circumstances, economic strivings, unsettled
position in the larger international setting, and, above all, its tortured effort to resolve issues of
national identity. The argument here is not that the Russia of Putin and his successors must remain
trapped by these historical patterns but that history allows for an assessment of how much or how
little has changed in Russia's approach to the outside world and creates a foundation for identifying
what must change if Russia is to evolve. A truly unique collection, this volume utilizes history to shed
crucial light on Russia's complex, occasionally inscrutable relationship with the world. In so doing, it
raises the broader issue of the relationship of history to the study of contemporary foreign policy and
how these two enterprises might be better joined.
  political continuities of the russian revolution: Rethinking the Russian Revolution as
Historical Divide Matthias Neumann, Andy Willimott, 2017-11-22 The Russian Revolution of 1917
has often been presented as a complete break with the past, with everything which had gone before
swept away, and all aspects of politics, economy, and society reformed and made new. Recently,
however, historians have increasingly come to question this view, discovering that Tsarist Russia
was much more entangled in the processes of modernisation, and that the new regime contained
much more continuity than has previously been acknowledged. This book presents new research
findings on a range of different aspects of Russian society, both showing how there was much
change before 1917, and much continuity afterwards; and also going beyond this to show that the
new Soviet regime established in the 1920s, with its vision of the New Soviet Person, was in fact
based on a complicated mixture of new Soviet thinking and ideas developed before 1917 by a variety
of non-Bolshevik movements.
  political continuities of the russian revolution: The Russian Revolution of 1917 - Memory
and Legacy Carol S. Leonard, Daniel Orlovsky, Jurej Petrov, 2024-07-30 The way in which the
Russian Revolution of October 1917 is regarded and commemorated has changed considerably over
time, and is a contentious subject, well demonstrated by the absence of any official commemoration
in Russia in 2017, a huge contrast to the very large celebrations which took place in Soviet times.
This book, which brings together a range of leading historians of the Russian Revolution—from both
Russia and the West, and both younger and older historians—explores the changes in the way in
which the October 1917 Revolution is commemorated, and also examines fundamental questions
about what the Russian Revolution—indeed what any revolution—was anyway. Among the issues



covered are how Soviet and Western historians diverged in their early assessments of what the
Revolution achieved, how the period studied by historians has recently extended both much earlier
before 1917 and much later afterwards, and how views of the Revolution within the Soviet Union
changed over time from acceptance of the official Communist Party interpretation to more
independent viewpoints. Overall, the book provides a major reassessment of one of the twentieth
century’s most important events.
  political continuities of the russian revolution: Colonial Continuities and Decoloniality
in the French-Speaking World Sarah Arens, Nicola Frith, Jonathan Lewis, Rebekah Vince,
2024-02-06 This volume pays tribute to the work of Professor Kate Marsh (1974-2019), an
outstanding scholar whose research covered an extraordinarily wide range of interests and
approaches, encompassing the history of empire, literature, politics and cultural production across
the Francophone world from the eighteenth to the twenty-first century. Each of the chapters within
engages with a different aspect of Marsh’s interest in French colonialism and the entanglements of
its complex afterlives — whether it be her interest in the longevity of imperial rivalries; loss and
colonial nostalgia; exoticism and the female body; decolonization and the ends of empire; the French
colonial imagination; the policing of racialized bodies; or anti-colonial activism and resistance. As
well as reflecting the geographical and intellectual breadth of Marsh’s research, the volume
demonstrates how her work continues to resonate with emerging scholarship around decoloniality,
transcolonial mobilities and anti-colonial resistance in the Francophone world. From French India to
Algeria and from the Caribbean to contemporary France, this collection demonstrates the persistent
relevance of Marsh’s scholarship to the histories and legacies of empire, while opening up
conversations about its implications for decolonial approaches to imperial histories and the future of
Francophone Postcolonial Studies.
  political continuities of the russian revolution: The SAGE Handbook of Comparative Politics
Todd Landman, Neil Robinson, 2009-06-16 The SAGE Handbook of Comparative Politics presents in
one volume an authoritative overview of the theoretical, methodological, and substantive elements of
comparative political science. The 28 specially commissioned chapters, written by renowned
comparative scholars, guide the reader through the central issues and debates, presenting a
state-of-the-art guide to the past, present, and possible futures of the field.
  political continuities of the russian revolution: Russian Revolution of 1917 Sean N. Kalic,
Gates M. Brown, 2017-09-21 Combining reference entries and examination of primary documents
from the Russian Revolution, this book gives students a better understanding of how and why
political forces fought to reshape the Russian empire 100 years ago—and provides keen insights into
the Soviet Union that resulted. This invaluable reference guide provides an understanding of the
social, political, and economic forces and events in Russia that led to the 1905 Russian Revolution in
which leftists radicals disposed of the Czar and his regime. It addresses key developments such as
the formation of the provisional government, the Bolshevik Revolution in October 1917, and the
Russian Civil War—connected, evolutionary historical events that fundamentally reshaped Russia
into the Soviet Union. This book serves students and general readers seeking a single source that
provides in-depth coverage of the Russian Revolution and the Russian Civil War. Beyond the
reference entries, the book contains primary documents that cover the key events, people, and
issues that emerged during Russia's revolutions and Civil War. These documents give readers a
more detailed understanding of how the Bolsheviks used calls for greater democracy to gain support
for their revolution, how the Bolsheviks used terror and control as means to maintain their power
once the Bolshevik Revolution took place, and why the Bolsheviks believed such extreme measures
were needed. Also included is a chronology of major events from 1890 through 1923 and a
bibliography that serves as a starting point for more directed research.
  political continuities of the russian revolution: Jewish Renaissance in the Russian
Revolution Kenneth B. Moss, 2010-02-28 Between 1917 and 1921, as revolution convulsed Russia,
Jewish intellectuals and writers across the crumbling empire threw themselves into the pursuit of a
Jewish renaissance. Here is a brilliant, revisionist argument about the nature of cultural nationalism,



the relationship between nationalism and socialism as ideological systems, and culture itself, the
axis around which the encounter between Jews and European modernity has pivoted over the past
century.
  political continuities of the russian revolution: The Terror of Natural Right Dan
Edelstein, 2009 Natural right - the idea that there is a collection of laws and rights based not on
custom or belief but that are natural in origin - is typically associated with liberal politics and
freedom. But during the French Revolution, this tradition was interpreted to justify the most
repressive actions of the violent period known as the Terror. In The Terror of Natural Right, Dan
Edelstein argues that the revolutionaries used the natural right concept of the enemy of the human
race - an individual who has transgressed the laws of nature and must be executed without judicial
formalities - to authorize three-quarters of the deaths during the Terror. But the significance of the
natural right did not end with its legal application. Edelstein argues that the Jacobins shared a
political philosophy that he calls natural republicanism, which assumed the natural state of society
was a republic and that natural right provided its only acceptable laws. Ultimately, he argues that
what we call the Terror was in fact only one facet of the republican theory that prevailed from
Louis's trial until the fall of Robespierre. A work of historical analysis, political theory, literary
criticism, and intellectual history, The Terror of Natural Right challenges prevailing assumptions of
the Terror to offer a new perspective on the Revolutionary period.--BOOK JACKET.
  political continuities of the russian revolution: Power Restructuring In China And Russia
Mark Lupher, 2018-02-12 The massive economic transformations and political upheavals that have
been sweeping China and the Soviet Union in the final decades of the twentieth century are among
the great dramas of our time. Yet the origins of these revolutionary changes are murky and their
outcomes unclear. Have we witnessed the demise of an archaic authoritarian order and the rise of
pluralism and democracy, or are the tumultuous events of the post-Mao era and the period of
perestroika more usefully viewed in light of broader patterns of power and politics in Chinese and
Russian history? Considering these questions with a new interpretation of power relations and
political processes in China and Russia, Mark Lupher explores the imperial era, the communist
period, and the current situation in both countries. Rather than speaking of “reform,” which too
often is understood as liberalization along Western lines, his discussion is focused on power
restructuring—the ebb and flow of state power; the centralization and decentralization of political
and economic power; and the three-way struggles between central rulers, various elites, and
nonprivileged groups that drive these processes. Lupher’s power-restructuring analysis is
noteworthy in combining broad comparative-historical analysis and conceptualization with a closely
focused discussion and reinterpretation of the Chinese Cultural Revolution—the core of his book. By
comparing and bringing new light to bear on a series of pivotal episodes in Chinese and Russian
history, he furthers our understanding and assessment of processes that will continue to unfold in
China, Russia, and the former Soviet republics.
  political continuities of the russian revolution: Into the Melée Francis Mulhern,
2024-06-04 An essential collection of literary criticism from Francis Mulhern, author of The Moment
of ‘Scrutiny’ and Culture/Metaculture Into the Melée collects Francis Mulhern's insightful critical
writing, much of it in the hybrid literary form that Bagehot described as 'the review-like essay and
the essay-like review'. It opens with questions of nationality, from F. R. Leavis's efforts to assert a
normatively English literary subject and Ferdinand Mount's exploration of English cultural
landscapes to Tom Nairn's political vision of England and Scotland 'after Britain' and Joe Cleary's
account of Irish modernism. Another cluster of texts concerns intellectuals and, in one way or
another, the politics of revolution and counter-revolution, from Burke to the present. There is an
updated sketch of the magazine n +1 as heir to the militant traditions of Partisan Review. What is
literature? Sartre's answer was: committed literature. The writer as such was of the left. But culture
and politics are discrepant practices, inhabiting one another in permanent tension. In its embrace of
provisionality and its magpie curiosity, Mulhern observes, the essay is a mode especially well suited
to the purposes of a Marxist criticism morally committed to the value of being surprised.



  political continuities of the russian revolution: Soviet Politics Richard Sakwa, 2012-11-12
Soviet Politics in Perspective is a new edition of Richard Sakwas successful textbook Soviet Politics:
an introduction. Thoroughly revised and updated it builds on the previous editions comprehensive
and accessible exploration of the Soviet system, from its rise in 1919 to its collapse in 1991. The
book is divided into five parts, which focus on key aspects of Soviet politics. They are: * historical
perspectives, beginning with the Tsarist regime on the eve of Revolution, the rise and development
of Stalinism, through to the decline of the regime under Brezhnev and his successors and
Gorbachev's attempts to revive the system * institutions of Government, such as the Communist
Party, security apparatus, the military, the justice system, local government and participation *
theoretical approaches to Soviet politics, including class and gender politics, the role of ideology and
the shift from dissent to pluralism * key policy areas: the command economy and reform; nationality
politics; and foreign and defence policy * an evaluation of Soviet rule, and reasons for its collapse.
Providing key texts and bibliographies, this book offers the complete history and politics of the
Soviet period in a single volume. It will be indispensable to students of Soviet and post-Soviet
politics as well as the interested general reader.
  political continuities of the russian revolution: Afterimage of the Revolution Jason Knirck,
2014-02-28 Ascending to power after the Anglo-Irish Treaty and a violent revolution against the
United Kingdom, the political party Cumann na nGaedheal governed during the first ten years of the
Irish Free State (1922–32). Taking over from the fallen Michael Collins and Arthur Griffith, Cumann
na nGaedheal leaders such as W. T. Cosgrave and Kevin O'Higgins won a bloody civil war, created
the institutions of the new Free State, and attempted to project abroad the independence of a new
Ireland. In response to the view that Cumann na nGaedheal was actually a reactionary
counterrevolutionary party, Afterimage of the Revolution contends that, in building the new Irish
state, the government framed and promoted its policies in terms of ideas inherited from the
revolution. In particular, Cumann na nGaedheal emphasized Irish sovereignty, the Irishness of the
new state, and a strong sense of anticolonialism, all key components of the Sinn Féin party platform
during the revolution. Jason Knirck argues that the 1920s must be understood as part of a
continuing Irish revolution that led to an eventual independent republic. Drawing on state
documents, newspapers, and private papers—including the recently released papers of Kevin
O'Higgins—he offers a fresh view of Irish politics in the 1920s and integrates this period more
closely with the Irish Revolution.
  political continuities of the russian revolution: The Social Science Encyclopedia Adam
Kuper, Jessica Kuper, 2004-10-14 The Social Science Encyclopedia, first published in 1985 to
acclaim from social scientists, librarians and students, was thoroughly revised in 1996, when
reviewers began to describe it as a classic. This third edition has been radically recast. Over half the
entries are new or have been entirely rewritten, and most of the balance have been substantially
revised. Written by an international team of contributors, the Encyclopedia offers a global
perspective on key issues within the social sciences. Some 500 entries cover a variety of enduring
and newly vital areas of study and research methods. Experts review theoretical debates from
neo-evolutionism and rational choice theory to poststructuralism, and address the great questions
that cut across the social sciences. What is the influence of genes on behaviour? What is the nature
of consciousness and cognition? What are the causes of poverty and wealth? What are the roots of
conflict, wars, revolutions and genocidal violence? This authoritative reference work is aimed at
anyone with a serious interest in contemporary academic thinking about the individual in society.
  political continuities of the russian revolution: Elites, Crises, and the Origins of
Regimes Mattei Dogan, John Higley, 1998 Most political regimes, whether authoritarian or
democratic, are born in abrupt, brutal, and momentous crises. In this volume, a group of prominent
scholars explores how these seminal events affect elites and shape regimes. Combining theoretical
and case study chapters, the authors draw from a wide range of historical and contemporary
examples to challenge mainstream developmental explanations of political change, which emphasize
incremental changes and evolutions stretching over generations.



  political continuities of the russian revolution: Power and Possession in the Russian
Revolution Anne O'Donnell, 2024-01-16 Most histories of economic life explore how markets are
built. This book looks instead at how they have been dismantled. Soon after the Bolsheviks seized
power in Russia, they began the process of transforming the economy, and indeed all of society, in
accordance with communist ideology. Asserting their authority and creating a Soviet republic
involved confiscating property and demolishing existing systems of exchanging goods. At a national
level, industries like transport and banking were brought under state control. At the local level,
everything from apartments to personal possessions were subject to seizure. In analyzing the
confiscation of property and its redistribution, historian Anne O'Donnell focuses on the lived
experience of revolution, drawing upon archival sources such as popular petitions, neighborhood
meeting transcripts, audits of state agencies, and testimony in court cases. Telling the stories of
both people who were dispossessed and the bureaucrats who inventoried and managed the property
that now belonged to the state, O'Donnell reveals the making of an illiberal state, arguing that Soviet
statecraft was built upon imperfect attempts to install new forms of valuation consistent with
communist principles through chaotic property seizures. The work also offers a novel look at the
everyday life of revolutionary Russia--
  political continuities of the russian revolution: The Creative Underground Paul Clements,
2016-09-13 Paul Clements champions the creative underground and expressions of difference
through visionary avant-garde and resistant ideas. This is represented by an admixture of utopian
literature, manifestos and lifestyles which challenge normality and attempt to reinvent society, as
practiced for example, by radicals in bohemian enclaves or youth subcultures. He showcases a range
of 'art' and participatory cultural practices that are examined sociopolitically and historically,
employing key theoretical ideas which highlight their contribution to aesthetic thinking, political
ideology, and public discourse. A reevaluation of the arts and progressive modernism can
reinvigorate culture through active leisure and post-work possibilities beyond materialism and its
constraints, thereby presenting alternatives to established understandings and everyday cultural
processes. The book teases out the difficult relationship between the individual, culture and society
especially in relation to autonomy and marginality, while arguing that the creative underground is
crucial for a better world, as it offers enchantment, vitality and hope.
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