
poli 150 01f: international relations and global

politics

poli 150 01f: international relations and global politics is a foundational course that explores the

complex dynamics shaping the interactions between nations and the global political environment. This

course delves into theories, key actors, and contemporary issues that influence international affairs. By

examining diplomatic strategies, global governance, and security challenges, students gain a

comprehensive understanding of how states and non-state actors navigate the international system.

The study emphasizes the significance of power, cooperation, and conflict in world politics, highlighting

the interconnectedness of global events. Additionally, poli 150 01f addresses the impact of

globalization, economic interdependence, and international institutions on shaping foreign policy

decisions. This article will provide an overview of core concepts, major theories, and relevant case

studies central to poli 150 01f: international relations and global politics.

Theoretical Foundations of International Relations

Key Actors in Global Politics

International Security and Conflict

Global Governance and International Institutions

Economic Interdependence and Globalization

Contemporary Issues in International Relations



Theoretical Foundations of International Relations

The study of poli 150 01f: international relations and global politics is rooted in diverse theoretical

frameworks that help explain state behavior and global outcomes. These theories provide lenses

through which international phenomena can be analyzed systematically. Understanding these

theoretical foundations is crucial for interpreting the motivations behind diplomatic actions and

international cooperation.

Realism

Realism is one of the oldest and most influential theories in international relations. It emphasizes the

anarchic nature of the international system, where no central authority exists above states. According

to realist thought, states prioritize survival and power, often leading to competition and conflict. Realists

argue that national interest and security drive foreign policy decisions, with military capability viewed as

a primary form of power.

Liberalism

Liberalism offers a more optimistic perspective by highlighting the potential for cooperation among

states. It stresses the importance of international institutions, democracy, and economic

interdependence in fostering peace and stability. Liberals believe that global governance structures

and international law can mitigate conflict and promote collective security.

Constructivism

Constructivism focuses on the social and ideational aspects of international relations. It argues that

state interests and identities are not fixed but constructed through interactions and shared norms. This

approach highlights the role of culture, ideology, and discourse in shaping global politics, offering

insights into how perceptions influence state behavior.



Key Actors in Global Politics

International relations and global politics involve a variety of actors whose actions and interactions

define the global landscape. Recognizing these actors is essential for understanding the complexity of

poli 150 01f and the multifaceted nature of world affairs.

Nation-States

Nation-states remain the primary actors in international relations. They possess sovereignty, defined

borders, and centralized governments that make decisions on foreign policy. States pursue strategic

interests such as security, economic prosperity, and political influence within the anarchic international

system.

International Organizations

International organizations such as the United Nations, the World Trade Organization, and NATO play

vital roles in global governance. These entities facilitate cooperation, mediate conflicts, and establish

norms and rules that regulate state conduct. Their presence helps manage global challenges that

transcend national boundaries.

Non-State Actors

Non-state actors, including multinational corporations, non-governmental organizations (NGOs),

terrorist groups, and transnational advocacy networks, exert significant influence on global politics.

These actors can affect policy decisions, humanitarian efforts, and security dynamics beyond the

traditional state-centric model.



International Security and Conflict

Security concerns and conflict remain central themes in poli 150 01f: international relations and global

politics. The study of international security explores causes of war, mechanisms for conflict resolution,

and strategies for maintaining peace in a volatile international environment.

Causes of Conflict

Conflicts arise from various sources including territorial disputes, resource competition, ideological

clashes, and power imbalances. Understanding these root causes helps scholars and policymakers

develop strategies to prevent escalation and promote peaceful coexistence.

Conflict Resolution and Peacekeeping

International efforts to resolve conflicts often involve diplomacy, mediation, and peacekeeping

missions. Organizations like the United Nations deploy peacekeepers to conflict zones to stabilize

situations and protect civilians. Conflict resolution mechanisms aim to address grievances and facilitate

negotiations between hostile parties.

Security Dilemmas and Arms Races

The security dilemma occurs when one state's efforts to enhance its security provoke insecurity in

others, leading to arms buildups and heightened tensions. This dynamic can trigger competitive military

expansions or arms races, increasing the risk of conflict even in the absence of direct hostility.

Global Governance and International Institutions

Global governance refers to the collective management of international affairs through cooperation

among states and international organizations. Poli 150 01f examines how these institutions shape



global politics by establishing rules and norms that govern state behavior.

The United Nations

The United Nations (UN) is the most prominent international institution tasked with maintaining

international peace and security. It provides a platform for dialogue, conflict resolution, and

humanitarian assistance. The UN’s specialized agencies address a range of global issues, from health

to human rights.

International Law

International law establishes a framework of legal norms that regulate relations between states.

Treaties, conventions, and customary practices dictate acceptable conduct in areas such as war,

diplomacy, trade, and human rights. Compliance with international law contributes to global order and

predictability.

Regional Organizations

Regional organizations, such as the European Union, African Union, and ASEAN, promote cooperation

among geographically proximate states. These entities address regional security, economic integration,

and political coordination, reflecting the importance of localized governance within the global system.

Economic Interdependence and Globalization

Economic factors are integral to poli 150 01f: international relations and global politics, as globalization

has increased interdependence among states. The flow of goods, capital, information, and labor across

borders shapes diplomatic priorities and international cooperation.



Trade and Economic Cooperation

International trade agreements and economic partnerships facilitate market access and growth.

Organizations like the World Trade Organization oversee trade rules to promote fair competition and

reduce barriers. Economic interdependence can incentivize peaceful relations by increasing the costs

of conflict.

Globalization Effects

Globalization has accelerated communication and cultural exchange, leading to greater connectivity.

While it fosters economic development, globalization also creates challenges such as inequality,

environmental degradation, and the spread of transnational threats that require coordinated responses.

Development and Inequality

Poli 150 01f explores how global economic structures impact development and disparities between

countries. Issues such as debt, aid, and sustainable development are central to understanding the

economic dimensions of international relations.

Contemporary Issues in International Relations

The field of international relations continuously evolves to address emerging global challenges. Poli

150 01f integrates current events and trends to provide a relevant understanding of global politics

today.

Climate Change and Environmental Politics

Climate change poses a significant threat to global stability, prompting international cooperation

through agreements like the Paris Accord. Environmental politics involves negotiating responsibilities



and strategies to mitigate climate impacts and adapt to changing conditions.

Cybersecurity and Technology

The rise of digital technology has introduced new dimensions to global security and diplomacy.

Cyberattacks, information warfare, and surveillance affect state relations and require innovative

approaches to international norms and defense.

Human Rights and Humanitarian Issues

Respect for human rights remains a core concern in global politics. International efforts to address

humanitarian crises, refugee flows, and human trafficking reflect the moral and legal imperatives that

shape foreign policy and international cooperation.

Rising Powers and Shifting Alliances

Changes in the global balance of power, including the rise of countries like China and India, influence

international alignments and strategic competition. Poli 150 01f examines how these shifts impact

global governance, security, and economic relations.

Understanding theoretical approaches to global politics

Recognizing the roles of various international actors

Analyzing security challenges and conflict dynamics

Exploring the functions of international institutions

Evaluating the impact of globalization on state interactions



Addressing contemporary global political issues

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main theories studied in POLI 150 01F: International

Relations and Global Politics?

The main theories studied in POLI 150 01F include Realism, Liberalism, Constructivism, Marxism, and

Feminism, which provide different perspectives on how states interact and the nature of global politics.

How does POLI 150 01F address the role of international

organizations in global politics?

The course examines the role of international organizations like the United Nations, NATO, and the

World Trade Organization in facilitating cooperation, conflict resolution, and global governance.

What is the significance of state sovereignty in international relations

as covered in this course?

State sovereignty is a foundational concept in international relations, emphasizing the authority of

states to govern themselves without external interference; the course explores challenges to

sovereignty such as globalization and humanitarian intervention.

How are global security issues incorporated into the curriculum of

POLI 150 01F?

Global security issues such as nuclear proliferation, terrorism, cyber warfare, and regional conflicts are

analyzed to understand their impact on international stability and policy responses.



Does POLI 150 01F discuss the impact of globalization on

international relations?

Yes, the course discusses globalization's influence on economic interdependence, cultural exchange,

and the shifting power dynamics among states and non-state actors.

What role do non-state actors play in global politics according to POLI

150 01F?

Non-state actors, including multinational corporations, NGOs, and terrorist groups, are studied for their

increasing influence on international affairs beyond traditional state-centric models.

How does POLI 150 01F approach the study of conflict resolution and

diplomacy?

The course covers various diplomatic strategies, negotiation tactics, and conflict resolution

mechanisms used by international actors to manage and resolve disputes peacefully.

Additional Resources

1. “The Globalization of World Politics: An Introduction to International Relations” by John Baylis,

Patricia Owens, and Steve Smith

This comprehensive textbook provides a thorough introduction to the theories, concepts, and key

actors in international relations. It covers a wide range of topics including global governance, conflict,

security, and international political economy. The book is well-regarded for its accessibility and up-to-

date coverage of global political developments.

2. “International Politics: Enduring Concepts and Contemporary Issues” by Robert J. Art and Robert

Jervis

This book offers a blend of classic and contemporary perspectives on international relations, focusing



on enduring concepts such as power, diplomacy, and war. It includes case studies and theoretical

discussions that help readers understand the complexities of global politics. The text is particularly

useful for students seeking to connect theory with real-world events.

3. “The Tragedy of Great Power Politics” by John J. Mearsheimer

Mearsheimer presents the theory of offensive realism, arguing that great powers are inherently driven

to seek dominance for survival in an anarchic international system. The book explores the causes of

conflict and competition among major states. It is influential in the study of power dynamics and

security in global politics.

4. “Diplomacy” by Henry Kissinger

Written by a former U.S. Secretary of State, this book provides an insider’s perspective on the art and

practice of diplomacy. Kissinger traces the history of international relations from the 17th century to the

modern era, highlighting key diplomatic strategies and crises. It offers valuable insights into the

interplay between power, negotiation, and statecraft.

5. “Global Politics” by Andrew Heywood

This textbook serves as an accessible introduction to the major themes and debates in global politics,

including sovereignty, human rights, and globalization. Heywood combines theory with current

examples to illustrate how international political dynamics shape the world. The book is ideal for

students beginning their study of international relations.

6. “Theories of International Relations” by Scott Burchill et al.

This book provides a detailed examination of the main theoretical approaches to international relations,

including realism, liberalism, constructivism, and critical theories. It discusses how these theories

explain global political behavior and issues. The text is essential for understanding the intellectual

foundations of the discipline.

7. “War and Change in World Politics” by Robert Gilpin

Gilpin explores the relationship between war, economic change, and the rise and fall of great powers.

The book analyzes how shifts in economic and military power influence international stability and



conflict. It is a key work for understanding the political economy of international relations.

8. “International Security: Politics, Policy, Prospects” by Michael Cox

This book examines the concept of security in international relations, covering traditional military

threats as well as emerging challenges like terrorism and cyber warfare. Cox provides a balanced

overview of security policies and theoretical perspectives. The text is useful for those studying the

complexities of global security issues.

9. “The Cold War: A New History” by John Lewis Gaddis

Gaddis offers a concise and engaging account of the Cold War, focusing on its origins, major events,

and consequences. The book highlights the ideological, political, and strategic factors that shaped this

critical period in international relations. It is a valuable resource for understanding post-World War II

global politics.
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