political map of south sudan

political map of south sudan offers a critical overview of the country's administrative divisions,
borders, and geopolitical layout. South Sudan, the world's youngest nation since its independence in
2011, presents a complex political and ethnic landscape that is thoroughly reflected in its political
map. The map serves not only as a geographical representation but also as a key to understanding
the regional governance, ethnic distribution, and territorial disputes that influence South Sudan's
stability and development. This article delves into the various aspects of the political map of South
Sudan, including its states, borders with neighboring countries, major cities, and the impact of
ongoing political dynamics on its territorial configuration. Through this examination, readers will gain
a comprehensive understanding of South Sudan’s political geography and its significance in the
broader East African context. The following sections will explore the administrative divisions, border
delineations, and key political features depicted on the map of South Sudan.

Administrative Divisions of South Sudan

International Borders and Neighboring Countries

Major Cities and Political Centers

Ethnic and Political Implications of the Map

Challenges and Changes in South Sudan's Political Geography

Administrative Divisions of South Sudan

The political map of South Sudan highlights the country's administrative divisions, which are crucial
for governance and resource management. South Sudan is divided into states, counties, and payams,
reflecting a hierarchical structure aimed at decentralized administration. Understanding these
divisions is essential for grasping how political authority is distributed across the nation.

States of South Sudan

Initially, South Sudan was divided into 10 states following its independence in 2011. However, political
reforms and conflicts have led to changes in the number and boundaries of these states over time. As
of recent arrangements, the country comprises 10 constitutionally recognized states, which are:

e Central Equatoria
e Eastern Equatoria
e Jonglei

e Lakes



Northern Bahr el Ghazal

Unity

Upper Nile

Western Bahr el Ghazal

Western Equatoria

e Central Upper Nile (sometimes referenced in administrative contexts)

These states are further subdivided into counties, which serve as the primary local government units.
Each state has its own administrative capital, providing regional governance and services.

Counties and Local Governance

Counties represent the second level of administrative division within South Sudan’s political map.
Each county is responsible for local administration, including security, development projects, and
community engagement. The number of counties varies by state, reflecting population density and
geographic considerations. These counties are further divided into payams, the smallest
administrative units, enhancing grassroots governance.

International Borders and Neighboring Countries

The political map of South Sudan also delineates the country’s international borders, which are vital
for understanding its geopolitical context. South Sudan shares boundaries with several countries in
East Africa, influencing its diplomatic relations and cross-border interactions.

Bordering Nations

South Sudan is bordered by the following countries:

e Sudan to the north

Egypt (via Sudan) to the north beyond Sudan’s border

Ethiopia to the east

Kenya to the southeast

Uganda to the south

Democratic Republic of Congo to the southwest

Central African Republic to the west



These borders are significant for trade, security, and cultural exchanges. The northern border with
Sudan is particularly sensitive due to historical conflicts and unresolved disputes over border
demarcation, including the contested Abyei area.

Border Disputes and Demarcation

Several sections of South Sudan’s borders remain contested, affecting the political map’s accuracy
and stability. The Abyei region, claimed by both Sudan and South Sudan, remains a flashpoint.
Additionally, border demarcations with Ethiopia and Uganda have seen negotiations to clarify
sovereignty and secure peaceful coexistence. These disputes impact regional security and
development strategies.

Major Cities and Political Centers

The political map of South Sudan identifies key urban centers that serve as hubs of administration,
commerce, and culture. These cities play a pivotal role in the country’s political and economic
landscape.

Juba - The Capital City

Juba is South Sudan’s capital and largest city, located in Central Equatoria state. It is the primary
political center, hosting the national government, foreign embassies, and major institutions. On the
political map, Juba is prominently marked, signifying its importance as the seat of power and
administrative coordination.

Other Notable Cities

Besides Juba, several other cities are significant for their administrative and economic roles:

e Bor - capital of Jonglei state

¢ Aweil - capital of Northern Bahr el Ghazal
e Malakal - capital of Upper Nile state

e Wau - capital of Western Bahr el Ghazal

e Yei - an important commercial town in Central Equatoria

These urban centers contribute to regional governance and serve as focal points for trade and social
services.



Ethnic and Political Implications of the Map

The political map of South Sudan is deeply intertwined with the country’s ethnic composition and
political affiliations. The spatial distribution of ethnic groups often corresponds with administrative
boundaries, influencing local governance and conflict dynamics.

Ethnic Groups and Regional Distribution

South Sudan is home to numerous ethnic communities, including the Dinka, Nuer, Shilluk, Azande,

and others. The political map reflects these groups’ traditional territories, which often coincide with
state or county borders. This ethnic geography is crucial for understanding local power structures,

resource allocation, and social cohesion.

Political Influence and Territorial Control

Control over certain regions depicted on the political map often correlates with political power and
access to resources. Various armed groups and political factions have claimed territories, especially in
conflict-affected states like Jonglei and Upper Nile. The map thus serves as a tool for analyzing the
shifting dynamics of power and governance within South Sudan.

Challenges and Changes in South Sudan's Political
Geography

The political map of South Sudan is not static; it has undergone numerous changes due to political
decisions, conflict, and peace agreements. These alterations reflect ongoing efforts to stabilize the
country and promote effective governance.

Redrawing State Boundaries

Since independence, South Sudan has experienced changes in the number and boundaries of its
states. In 2015, a controversial decree expanded the number of states from 10 to 28, later adjusted to
32, before reverting to 10 states in a revitalized peace agreement. These changes aimed to address
ethnic tensions and improve local governance but also generated disputes and confusion.

Impact of Conflict on Territorial Integrity

Armed conflicts have affected control over territories shown on the political map of South Sudan.
Internal displacement, shifting frontlines, and rebel movements have altered the effective governance
of various areas. Such instability complicates administrative planning and development efforts.



Peace Agreements and Future Prospects

Peace agreements have aimed to stabilize South Sudan’s political geography by reaffirming state
boundaries and promoting power-sharing. The revitalized peace deal of 2018 emphasized returning to
the original 10-state structure, which has been reinforced in recent political processes. These
measures aspire to create a more coherent and manageable political map conducive to national unity
and development.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a political map of South Sudan?

A political map of South Sudan shows the country's administrative boundaries, including states, major
cities, and significant political divisions.

How many states are shown on the political map of South
Sudan?

As of the latest administrative divisions, South Sudan is divided into 10 states, which are displayed on
the political map.

What are the capital cities marked on the political map of
South Sudan?

The political map highlights Juba as the national capital, along with state capitals such as Wau,
Malakal, and Bor.

How does the political map of South Sudan reflect recent
administrative changes?

The political map is updated to reflect the reduction from 32 states back to the original 10 states
following peace agreements and government decisions.

Why is the political map of South Sudan important for
understanding the country's governance?

It provides a visual representation of the governmental divisions and helps in understanding the
organization of political authority and resource distribution.

Are disputed territories shown on the political map of South
Sudan?

Yes, some political maps indicate disputed border areas between South Sudan and neighboring
countries like Sudan, highlighting ongoing territorial disputes.



How does the political map of South Sudan aid in
humanitarian efforts?

The map helps organizations identify regions, plan logistics, and coordinate aid delivery by clearly
marking state boundaries and key towns.

Where can one find the most updated political map of South
Sudan?

Updated political maps can be found through official government websites, international organizations
like the United Nations, and reputable map services online.

Additional Resources

1. Mapping South Sudan: Political Boundaries and Ethnic Divisions

This book offers an in-depth analysis of South Sudan's political map, focusing on the intricate
boundaries shaped by ethnic groups and historical conflicts. It explores how colonial legacies and
internal power struggles have influenced the current geopolitical landscape. The author utilizes
detailed maps and ethnographic data to explain the complexities of state formation in the region.

2. The Geopolitics of South Sudan: Borders, Resources, and Conflict

Focusing on South Sudan's contested borders, this book examines the geopolitical tensions that have
arisen since independence. It highlights the role of natural resources, such as oil, in shaping political
alliances and conflicts. Readers gain insight into how the country’s map is a reflection of broader
regional and international interests.

3. South Sudan: A Political Atlas

This atlas provides comprehensive political maps of South Sudan, showcasing administrative
divisions, conflict zones, and demographic distributions. Accompanied by insightful commentary, it
serves as a valuable resource for understanding the nation’s evolving political geography. The book is
ideal for scholars, policymakers, and students of African politics.

4. Ethnic Cartography and Conflict in South Sudan

Exploring the relationship between ethnic diversity and political boundaries, this book delves into how
ethnic cartography has influenced South Sudan’s internal conflicts. It discusses the challenges of
drawing borders in a multi-ethnic society and the implications for peacebuilding efforts. The work
combines historical context with contemporary political analysis.

5. Political Boundaries and Nation-Building in South Sudan

This book investigates how South Sudan’s political boundaries have impacted the nation-building
process since its independence in 2011. It addresses the role of administrative divisions in
governance and the challenges posed by disputed territories. The author argues that understanding
the political map is crucial for sustainable development and stability.

6. South Sudan’s Borders in Flux: Historical and Contemporary Perspectives

Tracing the evolution of South Sudan’s borders from colonial times to the present, this book highlights
the fluid and often contested nature of its political map. It provides a detailed account of border
disputes with neighboring countries and internal boundary conflicts. The narrative is supported by



archival research and cartographic illustrations.

7. Conflict and Cartography: The Political Map of South Sudan

This title examines how cartography has been used both as a tool and a weapon in the conflicts
plaguing South Sudan. It discusses the strategic importance of maps in military operations and peace
negotiations. The book sheds light on the power of map-making in shaping political realities in this
young nation.

8. The Role of Geography in South Sudan’s Political Landscape

Focusing on the geographical factors that influence South Sudan’s political divisions, this book
explores terrain, resource distribution, and population settlements. It explains how geography affects
governance, security, and inter-ethnic relations. The work integrates spatial analysis with political
science to offer a holistic view of the country’s map.

9. South Sudan: Mapping Identity and Territory

This book explores the intersection of identity politics and territorial claims in South Sudan. It
analyzes how different communities perceive and contest political boundaries, influencing national
cohesion. Through maps, interviews, and case studies, the author highlights the challenges of
creating a unified political map in a diverse society.
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political map of south sudan: The Southern Sudan Dunstan M. Wai, 2019-05-29 Published
in 1973: This thoroughgoing collection of informed and incisive essay brings together for the first
time between the covers of a single volume a very wide spectrum of views on one of the key conflicts
in Africa today. The problems underlying the whole situation are discussed from extremely diverse
standpoints, so that the mass of data is constantly reinterpreted by the several authors, casting
differing lights upon this complex tragedy.

political map of south sudan: Africa South of the Sahara Robert Stock, 2012-12-01 This
authoritative, widely adopted text provides a broad introduction to the geography of Africa south of
the Sahara. The book analyzes the political, economic, social, and environmental processes that
shape resource use and development in this large, diverse region. Students gain a context for
understanding current development debates and addressing questions about the nature and
sustainability of contemporary changes. Timely topics include the rise of foreign investment in
Africa, the evolving geographies of rural-urban linkages, the birth of the Republic of South Sudan,
and advances in the struggle against HIV/AIDS. New to This Edition: *Fully updated to reflect the
latest data and trends in development. *Chapters on development theory, cultural and societal
diversity, the political geography of postindependence Africa, economic integration, and the
geography of poverty. *Substantially revised coverage of gender dynamics, urban living
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environments, mineral and energy resources, and many other topics. *Many of the 200+ maps,
graphs, tables, and photographs are new or updated. Pedagogical Features Include: *Vignettes in
every chapter that provide detailed case studies from a variety of countries and elaborate on key
concepts. *Recommendations for further reading on each topic, including print and online sources.
*Downloadable PowerPoint slides of all original figures, photos, and tables. *An extensive glossary.

political map of south sudan: Education in the Republic of South Sudan The World Bank,
2012-06-22 Education in South Sudan: Status and Challenges for a New System. As part of the
Country Status Report series, this book provides a comprehensive review of the status of education
in post-conflict South Sudan. With the signing of the Comprehensive Peace Agreement in 2005
began the

political map of south sudan: A Concise History of South Sudan: New and Revised
Edition Breidlid, Anders, 2014-10-20 This new and revised edition of A Concise History of South
Sudan was revised by Avelino Androga Said, Yosa Wawa, Anne Farren and Anders Breidlid. All
chapters were revised and a new chapter on the period from the referendum in 2011 to the period
after independence has been added. When the first edition was published in 2010 it was the first
history book of its kind in the now South Sudan. This first edition was primarily intended for
secondary schools in South Sudan, but the book proved to arouse great interest to many other South
Sudanese both inside South Sudan as well as in the diaspora. This was not surprising since it was
the first history book on South Sudan to cover, albeit not in detail, the whole history from the origin
of mankind to the present. The book may be of interest to students, academicians, politicians and
civil society groups such as churches and youth and women's groups. The first, original edition of
this book was produced as a result of extensive team work, and the majority of the contributors are
South Sudanese citizens, either living in South Sudan or in the diaspora.

political map of south sudan: Sudan and South Sudan B. Malwal, 2014-12-08 The Republic of
Sudan's former Culture Minister and a leading architect in the movement to gain independence for
South Sudan, Bona Malwal, provides a factual and personal account of the break up of Sudan. He
explores its troubled history post-colonialism and offers a frank account of the many challenges that
both nations face in the coming years.

political map of south sudan: South Sudan Edward Thomas, 2015-01-08 In 2011, South Sudan
became independent following a long war of liberation, that gradually became marked by looting,
raids and massacres pitting ethnic communities against each other. In this remarkably
comprehensive work, Edward Thomas provides a multi-layered examination of what is happening in
the country today. Writing from the perspective of South Sudan's most mutinous hinterland, Jonglei
state, the book explains how this area was at the heart of South Sudan's struggle. Drawing on
hundreds of interviews and a broad range of sources, this book gives a sharply focused, fresh
account of South Sudan's long, unfinished fight for liberation.

political map of south sudan: Post-Referendum Sudan National and Regional Questions
Wassara, Samson Samuel, Al-Abdin, Al-Tayib Zain, 2015-03-02 The fate of Sudan, by then the largest
country in Africa, was clearly decided when results of the referendum vote were announced in
February 2011. Policy makers, scholars and the international community began to grapple with
critical issues that might arise after the independence of South Sudan and how different
stakeholders were likely to react during the period of uncertainty. Political developments in Sudan
were long-term outcomes of post-cold war revolutions in the world system after the Soviet Union
collapsed. A domino effect of such events swept across Eastern Europe with some manifestations in
the Horn of Africa. The fall of Mengistu Haile Mariam, marked the beginning of the redrawing of the
map of Africa and posed a challenge to the long held principle of preservation of colonial borders
that had been enshrined in the Charter of the Organisation of African Unity. The precedent set by
the independence of Eritrea seemed to encourage southern Sudan to press forward for
independence through a two pronged approach of armed struggle and diplomacy led by the Sudan
People's Liberation Army/Movement. This book attempts to understand national, regional and
continental dimensions of the unresolved issues that could result in the escalation of conflict in the




Sudan. It examines internal dynamics of the Sudan after secession of the south and how these
dynamics might affect neighbouring countries in the geopolitical regions: the Horn of Africa, the
Great Lakes Region and Central Africa. A section of the book is dedicated to dynamics within South
Sudan as a new state. Post-conflict South Sudan as country was marked by extreme poverty, lack of
infrastructure and prevalence of inter-communal armed violence. This book proposes possible
policies to prevent the country from descending into a state of economic and social chaos. The book
provides the argument that equitable and rational transformative socio-economic programmes and
policies could greatly reduce potentials for conflict. This book calls on policy makers to pursue
policies that could lead to concrete projects planned to alleviate poverty and provision of basic social
services such as education, health, and safe water. The book comes to the conclusion that political
stability will depend on collective actions of stakeholders to ensure that peace prevails both in the
north and the south to guarantee human security in the region.

political map of south sudan: Identity, Citizenship, and Violence in Two Sudans: Reimagining
a Common Future A. 1dris, 2013-08-20 The 2011 split of Sudan and the conflicts that have followed
make it a case of ongoing significance for understanding state-building in Africa. Examining both the
north-south divide and the spread of violence from Darfur, this study shows how colonial legacies
have shaped state formation and charts out a path to inclusive citizenship and democracy.

political map of south sudan: Pan-Africanism: Political Philosophy and Socio-Economic
Anthropology for African Liberation and Governance Kini-Yen Kinni, 2015-09-23 This Book is the
outcome of a long project begun thirty years ago. It is a book on the makings of pan-Africanism
through the predicaments of being black in a world dominated by being white. The book is a tribute
and celebration of the efforts of the African-American and African-Caribbean Diaspora who took the
initiative and the audacity to fight and liberate themselves from the shackles of slavery. It is also a
celebration of those Africans who in their own way carried the torch of inspiration and resilience to
save and reconstruct the Free Humanism of Africa. As a story of the rise from the shackles of slavery
and poverty to the summit of Victors of their Renaissance Identity and Self-Determination as a
People, the book is the story of African refusal to celebrate victimhood. The book also situates
women as central actors in the Pan-African project, which is often presented as an exclusively
masculine endeavour. It introduces a balanced gender approach and diagnosis of the Women actors
of Pan-Africanism which was very much lacking. The problem of balkanisation of Africa on
post-colonial affiliations and colonial linguistic lines has taken its toll on Africas building of its
common identity and personality. The result is that Africans are more remote to each other in their
pigeon-hole-nation-states which put more restrictions for African inter-mobility, coupled by
education and cultural affiliations, the communication and transportation and trading networks
which are still tied more to their colonial masters than among themselves. This book looks into the
problem of the new wave of Pan-Africanism and what strategies that can be proposed for a more
participatory Pan-Africanism inspired by the everyday realities of African masses at home and in the
diaspora. This book is the first book of its kind that gives a comprehensive and multidimensional
coverage of Pan-Africanism. It is a very timely and vital compendium.

political map of south sudan: Political Minefields Matthew Breay Bolton, 2020-07-23
Thousands of people around the world are maimed and killed by landmines and unexploded
ammunition every year. International law classifies landmines as 'evil in themselves', but minefields
are expressions of 'political minefields' that create them and allow them to persist. In this travelogue
through Iraq, Laos, Cambodia, Bosnia, Afghanistan, Sudan, South Sudan and New York City, we
follow Matthew Bolton's quest for solutions to the landmine crisis and emerging autonomous
weapons. Throughout his journey we meet deminers, paramilitaries, journalists, mercenaries,
diplomats, aid workers, and campaigners working in and around the minefields. It is a must-read for
those working to alleviate the devastation of war.

political map of south sudan: Nyaba: South Sudan , 2023-06-02 In this second edition of
South Sudan: The Crisis of Infancy Peter Adwok Nyaba has incorporated the dynamics of
socio-political developments in South Sudan since 2015 including an incisive and informative




account of the recent icoup attempti and its aftermath. Fired with passionate preoccupation to
decipher the direction in which South Sudan is headed, the author harnesses his critical alertness to
the political undercurrents in the country to explain from his own point of view what has happened
and what did not happen in the country as South Sudan swings between peace and conflict.

political map of south sudan: The Protection Paradox Conor Foley, 2023-03-13 The book
provides an up to date and authoritative account of how the UN is re[1]thinking its obligations to
protect civilians during conflicts. Based on hundreds of interviews with senior UN officials and
humanitarian protection staff in headquarters and in the field and a review of the UN’s’grey
literature’. It also draws on the author’s own experience of working on human rights and protection
in some of the world’s most violent conflicts. It is written not about what the UN ought to do - or
how it could have behaved differently in an abstract or theoretically ideal world - but what the UN is
actually doing to fulfil the fundamental purposes set forth in its Charter.

political map of south sudan: Social and Political Foundations of Constitutions Denis J.
Galligan, Mila Versteeg, 2013-10-14 This volume analyses the social and political forces that
influence constitutions and the process of constitution making. It combines theoretical perspectives
on the social and political foundations of constitutions with a range of detailed case studies from
nineteen countries. In the first part leading scholars analyse and develop a range of theoretical
perspectives, including constitutions as coordination devices, mission statements, contracts,
products of domestic power play, transnational documents, and as reflection of the will of the
people. In the second part these theories are examined through in-depth case studies of the social
and political foundations of constitutions in countries such as Egypt, Nigeria, Japan, Romania,
Bulgaria, New Zealand, Israel, Argentina and others. The result is a multidimensional study of
constitutions as social phenomena and their interaction with other social phenomena.

political map of south sudan: Political Islam: The Logic of Governance in Sudan Ahmed
Elzobier, 2014 The book aims to unravel the complexity of dynamics of power, domination, and
resistance in Sudan. It will also draw special attention to who rules the country and how they ruled
and what tools they deployed to execute their internal, regional, and international policies.
Ultimately, by focusing on Sudan, I hope to provide an in-depth understanding of how political Islam
operates in practical terms within the Middle East and North Africa.

political map of south sudan: Ethnicity, Politics, and Society in Northeast Africa Mohammed
Ali, 1996 This book deals with the dimensions of ethnicity and ethnic interaction in Northeast Africa.
It proposes a mechanism to establish a condition of peaceful co-existence among ethnic groups in
the region. Contents: List of Tables and Diagrams; Foreword; Preface; Acknowledgements;
Language and Ethnicity; Religion and Ethnicity; Territory and Ethnicity; Conflict History; Conflict
Management Systems; Peace, Democracy, and Regulation of Conflict; References; Index.

political map of south sudan: African Political Thought Guy Martin, 2012-12-05 For most
of its history, the African continent has witnessed momentous political change, remarkable
philosophical innovation, and the complex cross-fertilization of ideologies and belief systems. This
definitive study surveys the concepts, values, and historical upheavals that have shaped African
political systems from the ancient period to the postcolonial era and beyond. Beginning with the
emergence of indigenous political institutions, it traces the most important developments in African
history, including the Africanization of Islam, liberal democratic movements, socialism,
Pan-Africanism, and Africanist-Populist resistance to the neoliberal world order. The result is an
invaluable resource on a region too often ignored in the history of political thought.

political map of south sudan: Africa in World Politics John W Harbeson, Donald Rothchild,
2018-04-24 The sixth edition of Africa in World Politics focuses on challenges African states face in
constructing viable political economies in contexts both of familiar domestic challenges and an
unprecedented mix of engagements, opportunities, and threats emanating from a turbulent and
rapidly changing international order. This text, including new chapters on Nigeria and the influence
of party politics on economic development, remains an invaluable resource for students of African
politics seeking to navigate the continent's complex political and economic landscapes. Revised



chapters consider both the extent and the limits of continued healthy growth rates in many
countries; the impacts of investments by China and other BRICS countries; plateaus and some
reversals in progress on human rights and democratization; dimensions of chronic state weakness
deepened by insurgencies, including some that are connected to Al Qaeda and the Islamic State; and
peacebuilding efforts struggling to uphold responsible sovereignty in the Sudans, the Great Lakes
region, and elsewhere.

political map of south sudan: Hip Hop and Political Voice for Young South Sudanese
Australians Sarah J. Williams, 2024-12-15 Hip Hop and Political Voice for Young South Sudanese
Australians: Born to Stand Out explores the building of political voice of young South Sudanese
Australians to resist racialising discourses, particularly through hip hop. Presented as an
ethnography, Sarah J. Williams draws on empirical evidence from a youth participatory action
research project facilitated by a small nonprofit organisation: Footprints. Each chapter foregrounds
counter-narratives young South Sudanese Australian hip-hop artists portray in response to over a
decade of media and moral panics targeting their communities, limiting their sense of freedom and
resulting in a rise in youth suicide. The core message throughout suggests participants reject any
goal of or focus on 'fitting in'. Instead, based on their conviction that they are 'born to stand out',
these artivists carve out space in the face of racialising discourses perpetuated primarily by
Australian Whiteness. Through the lenses of new social movements and theories and perspectives
informed by critical race theory and critical Hip Hop pedagogy, this book expands race and ethnicity
as a central theme by exploring how the political voice of this group of young South Sudanese
Australians manifests in important new ways that conventional theories of activism and resistance
may not capture. Participants embark on consciousness-raising practices to reframe and assert their
multiple identities whilst establishing themselves as social agents in the world.

political map of south sudan: Secessionism in African Politics Lotje de Vries, Pierre
Englebert, Mareike Schomerus, 2018-08-20 Secessionism perseveres as a complex political
phenomenon in Africa, yet often a more in-depth analysis is overshadowed by the aspirational
simplicity of pursuing a new state. Using historical and contemporary approaches, this edited
volume offers the most exhaustive collection of empirical studies of African secessionism to date.
The respected expert contributors put salient and lesser known cases into comparative perspective,
covering Biafra, Katanga, Eritrea and South Sudan alongside Barotseland, Cabinda, and the
Comoros, among others. Suggesting that African secessionism can be understood through the
categories of aspiration, grievance, performance, and disenchantment, the book's analytical
framework promises to be a building block for future studies of the topic.
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