
medicine park oklahoma things to do

medicine park oklahoma things to do offers a unique combination of natural beauty, outdoor activities,

and charming small-town appeal. Nestled in the Wichita Mountains, Medicine Park provides visitors

with a variety of experiences ranging from hiking and fishing to exploring historic sites and enjoying

local arts and crafts. This article explores the top attractions and activities that define the best

medicine park oklahoma things to do, ensuring an engaging visit for nature lovers, history enthusiasts,

and families alike. From scenic trails and water sports to cultural events and dining options, Medicine

Park has something for everyone. Discover how to make the most of your trip by exploring the diverse

offerings that make this destination a must-see in Oklahoma. The following sections will guide you

through the best outdoor adventures, cultural experiences, and relaxation spots in Medicine Park.

Outdoor Adventures in Medicine Park

Exploring the Local Culture and History

Water Activities and Scenic Spots

Shopping, Dining, and Entertainment

Family-Friendly Attractions and Events

Outdoor Adventures in Medicine Park

Medicine Park is renowned for its stunning natural landscape, making it a haven for outdoor

enthusiasts. The Wichita Mountains surrounding the area provide ample opportunities for hiking, rock

climbing, wildlife observation, and photography. The rugged terrain, combined with unique geological



formations, offers a memorable outdoor experience for visitors seeking adventure and tranquility.

Hiking Trails and Nature Walks

The Medicine Park area features several well-maintained hiking trails that cater to various skill levels.

Trails such as the Elk Mountain Trail and Mount Scott Trail allow visitors to explore the diverse flora

and fauna while enjoying panoramic views of the surrounding mountains and plains. These trails are

ideal for bird watchers, nature photographers, and those looking to immerse themselves in the region’s

natural beauty.

Rock Climbing and Bouldering

For the more adventurous, Medicine Park offers excellent rock climbing and bouldering opportunities.

The granite formations in the Wichita Mountains provide challenging climbs suitable for both beginners

and experienced climbers. Local guides and climbing shops offer rentals and instruction, making it

accessible for newcomers to try this exciting activity safely.

Wildlife Viewing and Photography

The area around Medicine Park is home to a variety of wildlife, including bison, elk, deer, and

numerous bird species. Wildlife refuges and designated observation points allow visitors to safely view

and photograph these animals in their natural habitat. Early mornings and late afternoons are the best

times for wildlife spotting.

Exploring the Local Culture and History

Medicine Park’s rich cultural heritage and historical significance are evident throughout the town and

nearby landmarks. Visitors can learn about the area’s Native American roots, pioneer history, and the

development of Medicine Park as one of Oklahoma’s first resort communities.



Medicine Park Historic District

The town itself is part of a historic district, featuring preserved buildings, traditional stone architecture,

and charming shops. Walking tours highlight the history of Medicine Park, including its establishment in

the early 1900s and its role as a popular vacation destination. Informational plaques and museums

provide valuable insights into the town’s past.

Wichita Mountains Wildlife Refuge History

Nearby, the Wichita Mountains Wildlife Refuge offers educational exhibits and ranger-led programs

that delve into the area’s natural and cultural history. This refuge has played a crucial role in

preserving native wildlife and ecosystems, and visitors can learn about the conservation efforts and the

history of the refuge’s establishment.

Local Arts and Crafts

Medicine Park is home to a vibrant arts community. Galleries and craft shops showcase local artists’

work, including pottery, paintings, and handmade jewelry. Seasonal festivals often feature artisan

booths, providing an opportunity to purchase unique souvenirs and experience the town’s creative

spirit.

Water Activities and Scenic Spots

Water-based recreation is a significant part of medicine park oklahoma things to do. The town’s

location near Lake Lawtonka and other small lakes and streams offers visitors numerous options for

boating, fishing, swimming, and relaxing by the water.



Lake Lawtonka Recreation

Lake Lawtonka is a popular destination for fishing, kayaking, and canoeing. The lake’s calm waters are

perfect for families and beginners looking to enjoy a day on the water. Several boat ramps and rental

facilities provide easy access to watercraft and equipment.

Swimming and Picnic Areas

Medicine Park features designated swimming areas with clean, clear water and picnic spots equipped

with tables and grills. These scenic locations are ideal for day trips and family gatherings. The natural

surroundings enhance the experience, offering a peaceful retreat from urban life.

Scenic Drives and Lookouts

For those who prefer sightseeing from the comfort of their vehicle, Medicine Park offers several scenic

drives with lookout points providing breathtaking views of the Wichita Mountains and the surrounding

landscape. These spots are perfect for photography and enjoying the sunset.

Shopping, Dining, and Entertainment

The town of Medicine Park boasts a charming commercial district filled with unique shops, restaurants,

and entertainment venues. Visitors can enjoy local cuisine, shop for handcrafted goods, and

experience live music and cultural events throughout the year.

Local Restaurants and Cafes

Medicine Park offers a variety of dining options, from casual cafes to fine dining establishments. Many

restaurants emphasize local and seasonal ingredients, providing authentic Oklahoma flavors. Popular

menu items include barbecue, fresh seafood, and homemade desserts.



Unique Shops and Boutiques

Shoppers will find an array of boutiques selling antiques, clothing, home decor, and souvenirs. These

shops often feature items crafted by local artisans, making it easy to find special gifts and memorabilia.

The friendly atmosphere encourages leisurely browsing and discovery.

Live Music and Events

The town hosts regular live music performances, festivals, and cultural events, especially during the

warmer months. These gatherings celebrate local talent and provide entertainment for visitors of all

ages. Seasonal events also include art shows, craft fairs, and holiday celebrations.

Family-Friendly Attractions and Events

Medicine Park is an excellent destination for families, offering a range of activities and events that

cater to children and adults alike. Safe outdoor spaces, educational programs, and seasonal festivities

ensure a memorable experience for visitors of all ages.

Children’s Outdoor Activities

Playgrounds, nature trails, and interactive exhibits provide engaging options for children. Many parks

and recreational areas offer hands-on learning opportunities related to wildlife and the environment,

encouraging curiosity and exploration.

Seasonal Festivals and Community Events

Throughout the year, Medicine Park hosts family-friendly festivals that include games, crafts, music,

and food vendors. Popular events include spring and fall festivals, holiday parades, and outdoor movie

nights, fostering a strong sense of community and fun.



Educational Programs and Workshops

Local organizations and the wildlife refuge offer workshops and educational programs tailored for

families. Topics often cover natural history, conservation, and arts and crafts, providing enriching

experiences that complement outdoor adventures.

Explore hiking and wildlife in the Wichita Mountains

Discover Medicine Park’s historic district and cultural heritage

Enjoy boating, fishing, and swimming at Lake Lawtonka

Dine at local restaurants and shop unique boutiques

Participate in family-friendly festivals and educational activities

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the top outdoor activities to do in Medicine Park, Oklahoma?

Top outdoor activities in Medicine Park include hiking the Wichita Mountains Wildlife Refuge, boating

and fishing on Lake Lawtonka, and exploring the Medicine Park Wetland Trail.

Are there any unique shops or galleries to visit in Medicine Park?

Yes, Medicine Park features several unique shops and art galleries where visitors can find local crafts,

handmade jewelry, and Native American art.



What are the best dining options in Medicine Park?

Popular dining spots in Medicine Park include The Blue Beaver Bar & Grill for casual dining, and

Lola's on Main for a more upscale experience with local ingredients.

Can you go horseback riding in Medicine Park?

Yes, horseback riding is available in and around Medicine Park, especially within the Wichita

Mountains Wildlife Refuge and through local ranches offering trail rides.

Are there any annual events or festivals held in Medicine Park?

Medicine Park hosts several events like the Red Earth Festival, the Medicine Park Arts Festival, and

seasonal craft fairs that showcase local culture and art.

What family-friendly activities are available in Medicine Park?

Family-friendly activities include visiting the Medicine Park Wetland Trail for easy hikes, picnicking in

the town park, and exploring the historical cobblestone architecture of the village.

Is camping available near Medicine Park, Oklahoma?

Yes, camping is available within the Wichita Mountains Wildlife Refuge near Medicine Park, offering

sites for tents and RVs with access to hiking trails and wildlife viewing.

What historical sites can be explored in Medicine Park?

Visitors can explore Medicine Park's unique cobblestone buildings, the historic Rock Creek Bridge, and

nearby landmarks within the Wichita Mountains Wildlife Refuge.

Are there guided tours available in Medicine Park?

Yes, guided tours including wildlife tours, hiking tours, and historical walking tours are available to help

visitors learn more about the area's natural and cultural heritage.



What water activities can visitors enjoy in Medicine Park?

Visitors can enjoy kayaking, canoeing, fishing, and boating on Lake Lawtonka and nearby waterways

around Medicine Park.

Additional Resources

1. Exploring Medicine Park: A Guide to Outdoor Adventures

This book offers a comprehensive overview of the best hiking trails, fishing spots, and nature walks in

Medicine Park, Oklahoma. It highlights the unique geological formations and scenic views that make

the area a must-visit for outdoor enthusiasts. Readers will find tips on the best times to visit and how

to make the most of their outdoor excursions.

2. History and Heritage of Medicine Park

Delve into the rich history of Medicine Park, from its founding days to its development as a charming

resort town. This book includes stories of early settlers, Native American influences, and the evolution

of the town’s distinctive cobblestone architecture. It’s an essential read for history buffs interested in

local culture.

3. Family Fun in Medicine Park: Activities for All Ages

Perfect for families planning a trip, this guidebook lists kid-friendly attractions, parks, and interactive

experiences in Medicine Park. It features detailed descriptions of playgrounds, petting zoos, and

seasonal festivals. The book also suggests dining options that cater to younger palates.

4. Medicine Park Water Sports and Recreation

Focused on the lake and river activities available in Medicine Park, this book covers kayaking,

paddleboarding, and boating adventures. It includes safety tips, equipment rental locations, and the

best spots for water-based fun. Readers can also learn about the local wildlife and conservation

efforts.

5. Art and Culture in Medicine Park



This book explores the vibrant art scene of Medicine Park, spotlighting local galleries, artisan shops,

and cultural events. It highlights annual art fairs and workshops that visitors can participate in. The

narrative showcases how art contributes to the town’s unique identity.

6. Gourmet Guide to Medicine Park

A culinary journey through Medicine Park’s finest eateries, this book features reviews and

recommendations of local restaurants, cafes, and food trucks. It emphasizes regional specialties and

farm-to-table dining experiences. Readers will find insider tips on hidden gems and popular dishes.

7. Camping and RV Living in Medicine Park

For those who love the outdoors with a touch of comfort, this guide details the best campgrounds and

RV parks in and around Medicine Park. It provides information on amenities, reservation tips, and

nearby attractions. The book is ideal for travelers seeking a blend of nature and convenience.

8. Seasonal Festivals and Events in Medicine Park

This book catalogs the year-round events that bring the community together, from summer music

festivals to winter holiday celebrations. It offers schedules, event descriptions, and suggestions on how

to participate. Readers will gain insight into the lively spirit and traditions of Medicine Park.

9. Photography Guide to Medicine Park’s Natural Beauty

A must-have for photography enthusiasts, this book highlights the most picturesque spots in Medicine

Park. It includes advice on lighting, composition, and the best times of day for capturing breathtaking

landscapes. The guide also showcases inspiring images from local photographers.
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Die Angela Botzer, 2016-10-15 Oklahoma is where “the wind comes sweeping down the plain,” but
there’s much more to the Sooner State’s capital, Oklahoma City, that’s sweeping the area by storm.
The foodie culture is red-hot here, with everything from outdoor cafes to haute cuisine dining at
Vast, located at the top of the state’s tallest building, the Devon Energy Center. Eclectic fare is easy
to find, from vegan to Vietnamese, Brazilian, and Ethiopian cuisines, and juicy steaks at the historic
Stockyards district. Oklahoma City boasts magnificent architecture with some of the finest examples
of Art Deco, made popular during the 1920s when this burgeoning new city was built at a dizzyingly
rapid pace. Retro mid-century modern structures also abound, with banks, office buildings,
churches, and homes with the The Jetsons-era design. If you find yourself subconsciously humming
The Jetsons theme song while driving around Oklahoma City, this is why. There’s nightlife and music
to be sampled every night in trendy Bricktown (why just wait for the weekend?), including roots,
jazz, rock, folk, Scottish, and bluegrass; you name it, we have it. And there are some wildly talented
local musicians to boot. Oklahomans are passionate about sports. “Thunder Up” the Oklahoma City
Thunder basketball team at the Chesapeake Energy Arena. Watch out for “Bedlam,” the age-old
football rivalry between the University of Oklahoma and Oklahoma State University, both of the Big
12 Conference. There’s also hidden Oklahoma . . . out-of-the-way places, insider tips, historic Route
66, and more. From horseracing at Remington Park, to the Red Earth Native American Cultural
Festival, to world-class art at the Oklahoma City Museum of Art, there are an abundance of things to
experience. Whether you're here for just a weekend, or the moving van just arrived in the driveway,
or you've lived here all your life, this engaging and entertaining guide offers a 100 things to choose
from and experience in Oklahoma City.
  medicine park oklahoma things to do: Live from Medicine Park Constance E. Squires,
2017-10-05 Documentary filmmaker Ray Wheeler is down on his luck. Embroiled in a lawsuit, he is
reeling from the consequences of a near-fatal shooting on his last film, and has just lost his teaching
gig. Broke and beleaguered, he can’t afford to be particular about his next project. So when a former
student invites him to film the comeback of Lena Wells, an iconic rock-and-roll singer who hit it big
in the seventies, more than two decades earlier, he reluctantly agrees—even though he doesn’t like
her music. When Ray arrives at Lena’s hometown of Medicine Park, Oklahoma, a defunct resort
community, he is determined to approach his topic with the professional detachment that has guided
his career. His work ethic is modeled on the prime directive of Star Trek: never interfere with an
alien civilization. But with only five days left before Lena’s comeback concert, Ray quickly runs afoul
of his subject, who places him on a one-week probation. The terms: impress her or else. It doesn’t
take long before Ray violates his own ethical standards. Drawn romantically toward Lena, he also
fails to prevent himself from interfering with the lives of the people closest to her, including her only
son, Gram, whose paternity is a mystery even to himself; her daughter-in-law, Jettie; and the
enigmatic guitar player Cyril Dodge. When disaster strikes Ray’s set again, this time in Medicine
Park, he must face truths he has avoided for too long—about love, relationships, and responsibility.
An ode to both southwestern Oklahoma and rock music, Live from Medicine Park is a bittersweet
reflection on the search for identity and purpose amid tragedy. As the novel reaches its climax, Ray
sets out on one last adventure to set things right. Redemption may be possible—but only on its own
terms.
  medicine park oklahoma things to do: Medicine Park David C. Lott, 2010 The historic
cobblestone community of Medicine Park was founded on July 4, 1908, as Oklahoma's first planned
resort. It is located in southwest Oklahoma at the entry to the Wichita Mountains National Wildlife
Refuge, the second most visited wildlife refuge in the country, hosting 1.5 million annual visitors.
Through the political connections of founder Sen. Elmer Thomas, the resort enjoyed a great deal of
early success. Tourists flocked to the area to enjoy mountains, wildlife, swimming, fishing, food, and
lodging. From its founding through the 1930s, it became a getaway to relax, chum-around, gamble,
and even partake in some illegal bootleg whisky. Medicine Park became known as the jewel of the
Southwest. There was a spa, dance hall, bathhouse, general store, school, hydroelectric plant, and
cafe, along with creek swimming and tennis courts. Following World War II, the resort was subject



to economic struggles that lasted more than four decades. Today much of the resort town of 400 has
been restored and revitalized, and there is renewed excitement about its future.
  medicine park oklahoma things to do: Medicine Park David Curry, 2024-01-05 Medicine
Park is a compelling small-town murder mystery that takes place in southwestern Oklahoma in the
historically pivotal year of 1963. As the town’s high-school history teacher reminds us: “People have
lived here all their lives, but they have no idea what goes on beneath the surface.” Medicine Park
uniquely blends engaging characters, humor, romance, suspense, and Native American tribal culture
– with a splash of metaphysics, a dash of the macabre, and an onslaught of surprising twists and
turns. Buckle up!
  medicine park oklahoma things to do: The Comanches Ernest Wallace, E. Adamson Hoebel,
2013-06-14 The fierce bands of Comanche Indians, on the testimony of their contemporaries, both
red and white, numbered some of the most splendid horsemen the world has ever produced. Often
the terror of other tribes, who, on finding a Comanche footprint in the Western plains country, would
turn and go in the other direction, they were indeed the Lords of the South Plains. For more than a
century and a half, since they had first moved into the Southwest from the north, the Comanches
raided and pillaged and repelled all efforts to encroach on their hunting grounds. They decimated
the pueblo of Pecos, within thirty miles of Santa Fé. The Spanish frontier settlements of New Mexico
were happy enough to let the raiding Comanches pass without hindrance to carry their terrorizing
forays into Old Mexico, a thousand miles down to Durango. The Comanches fought the Texans, made
off with their cattle, burned their homes, and effectively made their own lands unsafe for the white
settlers. They fought and defeated at one time or another the Utes, Pawnees, Osages, Tonkawas,
Apaches, and Navahos. These were The People, the spartans of the prairies, the once mighty force of
Comanches, a surprising number of whom survive today. More than twenty-five hundred live in the
midst of an alien culture which as grown up about them. This book is the story of that tribe-the great
traditions of the warfare, life, and institutions of another century which are today vivid memories
among its elders. Despite their prolonged resistance, the Comanches, too, had to come in. On a
sultry summer day in June, 1875, a small hand of starving tribesmen straggled in to Fort Sill, near
the Wichita Mountains in what is now the southwestern part of the state of Oklahoma. There they
surrendered to the military authorities. So ended the reign of the Comanches on the Southwestern
frontier. Their horses had been captured and destroyed; the buffalo were gone; most of their tipis
had been burned. They had held out to the end, but the time had now come for them to submit to the
United States government demands.
  medicine park oklahoma things to do: Haunted Oklahoma Jeff Provine, 2021-07-15
Oklahoma’s ghostly legends are as varied as its history and culture. The state boasts hauntings by
ancient Native Americans, Spanish miners, soldiers, outlaws, ranchers, performers, students,
repairmen, and many more. Oklahoma’s stately mansions, theaters, and old hotels still have previous
residents dwelling in a spectral form. One parallel that may be surprising is Oklahoma’s uncanny
number of headless ghosts. Haunted Oklahoma explores King Tut’s Tomb on the Arkansas, Mr.
Apple’s Mausoleum and the Spooksville Triangle to name just a few.Eerie occurrences, spooky
events, unsolved mysteries, and terrifying specters make for a scary journey through Oklahoma’s
haunted past.
  medicine park oklahoma things to do: Oklahoma Campground Crisis Carole Crow,
2022-03-08 People are disappearing from Shiloh’s Claiborne Camp where the homeless have taken
refuge. Two were found murdered plus a third from a homeless shelter. The police and city fathers
are not concerned, but Faye Winters and the workers at the campground mission church want the
killer brought to justice. The first victim turns out to be the son of a wealthy oil magnate, Charles
Brookover, and his checkered past holds the keys to the mystery. With the aid of boyfriend Paul and
coroner Kermit Baxter, Faye must find the killer, but can she do it before the city council sells the
Claiborne Camp property to a riverfront development firm or the dam breaks and floods both town
and campground?
  medicine park oklahoma things to do: Oklahoma Geography John W. Morris, 1952



  medicine park oklahoma things to do: Solitary - Without the Confinement Steve Briscoe,
2015-01-27 The Hoka Hey Motorcycle Challengean annual endurance ride exceeding eight thousand
miles. Those who step out and accept the challenge are a very small percentage of the riding
community. Some who attempt it do not succeed. Hoka Hey is a call to action and is an Oglala
Lakota Native American Indian term that translates to Its a good day to die. That doesnt mean those
who ride the Challenge are eager to die. What it does mean is that those who ride should live lives of
honor, integrity, compassion, and respect so if they fall in battle, they will leave a positive legacy to
family and friends. The majority of this book spans twelve days, but in reality, it spans a lifetime of
failures, accomplishments, regrets, desires, and fears. I took this Challenge to prove something to
myself, but what I discovered was something I did not know was lost.
  medicine park oklahoma things to do: Senator 1876-1965 ET Rook, 2016-03-31 Senator:
1876-1965 “The Life and Career of Elmer Thomas” expounds the incredible life and times of Senator
John William Elmer Thomas, one of America’s most committed and influential politicians and its
unsung heroes. Elmer Thomas was from a generation that not only helped to build the country but
also devoted his life to serving it. This book is a thorough examination of the events and influences
that shaped him from his early days growing up on a farm in Indiana to his travels in the Wild West
and Oklahoma where he took up residence. It was here that he was elected to the Oklahoma state
senate (1927-1951) and ultimately became a member of the US Congress and later the US Senate.
  medicine park oklahoma things to do: Rock Island Employes' Magazine , 1922
  medicine park oklahoma things to do: Outdoor America , 1923
  medicine park oklahoma things to do: Department of the Interior and Related Agencies
Appropriations for 1991 United States. Congress. House. Committee on Appropriations.
Subcommittee on Department of the Interior and Related Agencies, 1990
  medicine park oklahoma things to do: Justification of the budget estimates, Bureau of Land
Management United States. Congress. House. Committee on Appropriations. Subcommittee on
Department of the Interior and Related Agencies, 1990
  medicine park oklahoma things to do: Department of the Interior and Related Agencies
Appropriations for 1991: Justification of the budget estimates, Bureau of Land Management United
States. Congress. House. Committee on Appropriations. Subcommittee on Dept. of the Interior and
Related Agencies, 1990
  medicine park oklahoma things to do: The Journal of the Oklahoma State Medical
Association , 1917
  medicine park oklahoma things to do: A Dancing People Clyde Ellis, 2003 This volume is a
comprehensive history of of Southern Plains powwow culture - an interdisciplinary, highly
collaborative ethnography based on more than two decades of participiation in powwows -
addressing how the powwow has changed over time.
  medicine park oklahoma things to do: Exploring Oklahoma with Children! Sarah Lowrey
Taylor, Robbie Scott, 1997
  medicine park oklahoma things to do: The Pacific Printer , 1923
  medicine park oklahoma things to do: The Kappa Alpha Journal Kappa Alpha Order, 1923
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