medium of instruction definition

medium of instruction definition refers to the language or languages used by teachers to
facilitate learning in educational institutions. It plays a crucial role in shaping the educational
experience, affecting comprehension, communication, and the overall academic success of students.
The medium of instruction not only influences how knowledge is transmitted but also impacts
cultural identity, social integration, and access to global opportunities. Understanding this concept
involves exploring its various definitions, historical context, and implications across different regions
and educational systems. This article delves into the medium of instruction definition, its types,
significance, challenges, and the evolving trends in multilingual education. The following sections
will provide a detailed and comprehensive overview of these aspects.
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Understanding the Medium of Instruction

The term medium of instruction refers to the language or linguistic system used by educators to
deliver curriculum content to students. It is a fundamental component of the educational process,
determining the language through which subjects are taught and learned. This medium can vary
widely depending on regional, cultural, and policy factors, ranging from a single language to
multiple languages in bilingual or multilingual settings. The choice of medium often reflects
historical legacies, political decisions, and social priorities within a country or community.

Definition and Scope

Medium of instruction encompasses the language(s) employed in classrooms to teach various
subjects. It is distinct from the first language or mother tongue of the students but can overlap. The
scope extends beyond mere verbal communication, including written materials, textbooks,
examinations, and classroom interactions. In some cases, the medium of instruction also influences
extracurricular activities and school administration language use.

Historical Context

The selection of a medium of instruction has historically been influenced by colonization, migration,
and national language policies. For instance, many countries formerly colonized by European powers



adopted the colonizer’s language as the medium of instruction in schools. Over time, movements
toward indigenous language education and bilingualism have altered these patterns. Understanding
this context is essential for grasping the complexities surrounding medium of instruction debates
and practices worldwide.

Types of Mediums of Instruction

Mediums of instruction can be categorized based on the number of languages used and the linguistic
strategies implemented in educational settings. These types reflect diverse approaches to teaching
and learning, shaped by cultural and policy considerations.

Monolingual Medium of Instruction

In a monolingual instructional environment, a single language serves as the medium for all teaching
activities. This approach is common in countries with a dominant official language and represents
the traditional model of education. The monolingual medium can be the students’ native language or
an adopted language such as English, French, or Spanish.

Bilingual and Multilingual Mediums

Bilingual or multilingual mediums of instruction involve the use of two or more languages in the
teaching process. This model aims to promote proficiency in multiple languages while delivering
subject content. It includes:

e Transitional Bilingual Education: Initially uses the mother tongue before gradually
introducing a second language.

e Dual Language Programs: Both languages are used throughout instruction to develop
bilingualism and biliteracy.

e Multilingual Education: Incorporates three or more languages, often reflecting the linguistic
diversity of the community.

Immersion Programs

Immersion programs teach students in a language that is not their mother tongue, with the goal of
fluency and content mastery. These programs vary in intensity and duration and are especially
popular in language preservation and second language acquisition efforts.

Importance of Medium of Instruction in Education

The medium of instruction significantly impacts student learning outcomes, cognitive development,



and social integration. Selecting an appropriate instructional medium is vital for effective education
delivery and fostering equitable access to knowledge.

Enhancing Comprehension and Learning

When students receive instruction in a language they understand well, their comprehension and
retention of subject matter improve. The medium of instruction affects the ability to grasp complex
concepts, participate actively in class, and perform academically.

Promoting Cultural Identity and Inclusion

Using indigenous or native languages as mediums of instruction helps preserve cultural heritage and
strengthens students’ sense of identity. It also supports inclusive education by accommodating
diverse linguistic backgrounds, reducing barriers to learning.

Facilitating Global Competence

Conversely, instruction in widely spoken international languages, such as English, can enhance
students' global competitiveness. It opens opportunities for higher education, international
communication, and employment in a globalized economy.

Challenges Associated with Medium of Instruction

Despite its critical importance, the choice of medium of instruction presents several challenges for
educators, policymakers, and learners.

Language Proficiency Gaps

Students may struggle if the medium of instruction is not their first language, leading to difficulties
in comprehension and expression. This gap can hinder academic achievement and increase dropout
rates, especially among marginalized groups.

Resource Constraints

Implementing multilingual or indigenous language instruction requires adequate teaching materials,
trained educators, and curriculum adaptation. Many educational systems face shortages of these
resources, limiting effective medium of instruction implementation.

Political and Social Controversies

Decisions about medium of instruction often evoke political debates, as language is closely tied to
identity, power, and national unity. Conflicting interests may arise between promoting a national



language and preserving minority languages, complicating policy formulation.

Trends and Changes in Medium of Instruction Policies

Recent decades have seen significant shifts in medium of instruction policies, driven by
globalization, technological advancement, and evolving educational research.

Increasing Emphasis on Mother Tongue-Based Education

There is growing recognition of the benefits of mother tongue instruction, especially in early
childhood education. Many countries are adopting policies to integrate native languages alongside
national or international languages to improve learning outcomes.

Expansion of English-Medium Instruction

English continues to expand as a medium of instruction worldwide, particularly in higher education
and private schools. This trend reflects the language’s dominance in science, technology, and
international business.

Technological Innovations Supporting Multilingual Education

Advancements in educational technology have facilitated the development of multilingual teaching
materials and language learning platforms. These innovations support diverse medium of instruction
approaches, enhancing accessibility and effectiveness.

1. Recognition of linguistic diversity in educational planning
2. Development of teacher training programs focused on multilingual instruction
3. Increased research on cognitive benefits of bilingual education

4. Policy shifts towards inclusive language education frameworks

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the definition of medium of instruction?

Medium of instruction refers to the language or languages used by teachers to teach students in
educational institutions.



Why is the medium of instruction important in education?

The medium of instruction is important because it affects students' understanding, engagement, and
overall learning outcomes by facilitating effective communication between teachers and learners.

Can the medium of instruction vary within a country?

Yes, the medium of instruction can vary within a country depending on regional languages,
educational policies, and the linguistic background of the student population.

How does the medium of instruction impact students'
language development?

The medium of instruction influences students' proficiency in that language as well as their cognitive
development and ability to learn additional languages.

What are common mediums of instruction in multilingual
countries?

In multilingual countries, common mediums of instruction include the national language(s), regional
languages, and international languages such as English or French.

How do schools decide on the medium of instruction?

Schools decide on the medium of instruction based on government policies, community language
preferences, availability of teaching resources, and the linguistic needs of students.

What challenges are associated with changing the medium of
instruction?

Challenges include teacher training, development of curriculum materials, student adaptation, and
potential impacts on academic performance and cultural identity.

Additional Resources

1. Medium of Instruction: Policies and Practices in Multilingual Education

This book explores the role of medium of instruction in multilingual societies, analyzing how
language policies impact educational outcomes. It provides case studies from various countries to
illustrate the challenges and benefits of different instructional languages. The text is essential for
educators and policymakers interested in language planning and education reform.

2. The Role of Medium of Instruction in Language Acquisition

Focusing on the relationship between medium of instruction and language learning, this book
discusses cognitive and social factors influencing student proficiency. It highlights how the choice of
instructional language affects both first and second language acquisition. The author offers practical
recommendations for optimizing language use in classrooms.



3. Medium of Instruction in Postcolonial Education Systems

This volume examines the historical and political dimensions of medium of instruction in postcolonial
countries. It addresses the tensions between indigenous languages and former colonial languages in
education. The book provides insights into language identity, power dynamics, and educational
equity.

4. Language Policy and Medium of Instruction in Education

Offering a comprehensive overview of language policy frameworks, this book delves into how
governments decide on the medium of instruction. It covers legal, sociolinguistic, and educational
perspectives, emphasizing the impact of policy decisions on student achievement and inclusion. Case
studies from diverse linguistic contexts enrich the discussion.

5. Implementing Mother Tongue-Based Medium of Instruction

This practical guide advocates for the use of students’ mother tongues as the initial medium of
instruction. It reviews evidence supporting improved literacy and learning outcomes when children
are taught in their first language. The book also addresses challenges in teacher training and
curriculum development.

6. Medium of Instruction and Educational Equity

Exploring the link between language of instruction and access to quality education, this book
discusses how language choices can either perpetuate or reduce educational inequalities. It
highlights marginalized groups affected by dominant language policies. The author argues for
inclusive language practices that promote equity.

7. The Impact of Medium of Instruction on Academic Achievement

This research-based book analyzes data from various educational settings to assess how the medium
of instruction influences student performance. It considers factors such as language proficiency,
teaching methods, and curriculum design. The findings offer valuable guidance for educators and
administrators.

8. Bilingual Education and Medium of Instruction

Focusing on bilingual education models, this book investigates how dual-language instruction affects
cognitive development and academic success. It discusses different approaches to balancing two
languages in the classroom and the implications for medium of instruction policies. The book is
relevant for those designing bilingual programs.

9. Challenges and Innovations in Medium of Instruction

This book addresses contemporary challenges facing educators regarding medium of instruction,
including globalization, migration, and technological change. It showcases innovative practices and
emerging trends in instructional language use. Readers will find forward-looking strategies to
navigate complex multilingual educational environments.
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medium of instruction definition: English-Medium Instruction and the Internationalization of
Universities Hugo Bowles, Amanda C. Murphy, 2020-09-10 This edited book examines
English-Medium Instruction (EMI) language policy and practice in higher education around the
world, highlighting how English language usage affects the internationalization of universities, the
way that disciplines are taught and learned, and questioning whether internationalization through
EMI achieves the values of global citizenship and inclusivity/diversity to which it aspires. Written by
experts in the field, the book includes data-based research from universities around the globe, with
three chapters on Asia and the Far East (Malaysia, Japan and China), four on Europe (Denmark, the
Netherlands and Italy) and one each on Africa (Ethiopia) and Central America (Mexico). Sources
include policy documents, questionnaire surveys, focus groups and semi-structured interviews
involving university policymakers, lecturers, students, and administrative staff. This book will be of
interest to students and scholars of language and education policy, internationalization and applied
linguistics, particularly English-Medium Instruction (EMI), academic English and English as a
Lingua Franca (ELF).

medium of instruction definition: English Medium Instruction in Higher Education Fouzia
Rouaghe, Nadia Idri, Tarek Assassi, 2025-09-26 This book provides a thorough analysis of the
implementation of English as a Medium of Instruction (EMI) in Higher Education (HE) institutions in
the North African region. It examines the challenges and opportunities associated with EMI in
Maghreb and Mashreq countries considering factors like language proficiency, teaching methods,
and the attitudes of both students and teachers towards using English as a medium of instruction.
The book also explores the historical, cultural, and linguistic contexts that have influenced language
ideologies in these countries and their impact on the adoption of EMI policies. It raises questions
about the role and status of particular languages and how these impact the reception and
implementation of EMI in various contexts. This book contributes to understanding language policy
and planning, providing valuable insights for academics, educators, policymakers, and scholars with
an interest in the region. It is also useful for academics, teachers and policymakers worldwide.

medium of instruction definition: English Medium Instruction Ernesto Macaro,, 2018-02-19
Ernesto Macaro brings together a wealth of research on the rapidly expanding phenomenon of
English Medium Instruction. Against a backdrop of theory, policy documents, and examples of
practice, he weaves together research in both secondary and tertiary education, with a particular
focus on the key stakeholders involved in EMI: the teachers and the students. Whilst acknowledging
that the momentum of EMI is unlikely to be diminished, and identifying its potential benefits, the
author raises questions about the ways it has been introduced and developed, and explores how we
can arrive at a true cost-benefit analysis of its future impact. “This state-of-the-art monograph
presents a wide-ranging, multi-perspectival yet coherent overview of research, policy, and practice
of English Medium Instruction around the globe. It gives a thorough, in-depth, and
thought-provoking treatment of an educational phenomenon that is spreading on an unprecedented
scale.” Guangwei Hu, National Institute of Education, Singapore Additional online resources are
available at www.oup.com/elt/teacher/emi Ernesto Macaro is Professor of Applied Linguistics at the
University of Oxford and is the founding Director of the Centre for Research and Development on
English Medium Instruction at the university. Oxford Applied Linguistics Series Advisers: Anne
Burns and Diane Larsen-Freeman

medium of instruction definition: Teacher Training for English-Medium Instruction in
Higher Education Sanchez-Pérez, Maria del Mar, 2020-02-07 English-medium instruction (EMI)
has become a pervasive teaching model in recent higher education. The implementation of EMI
programs requires changes in university teaching methods since most lecturers need to adapt their
contents and the way they teach them to successfully work in foreign language environments. The
rapid proliferation of such programs has resulted in concern among teaching staff, who have felt
pushed towards teaching their subject content through a non-native language with little or no
previous training. As a result, many recent studies have highlighted the importance and urgency to



train teaching staff in terms of language proficiency and the appropriate teaching methods,
techniques, and strategies to be applied in EMI lessons. Teacher Training for English-Medium
Instruction in Higher Education is an academic research publication that provides comprehensive
research on effective approaches and experiences in teacher training for EMI at universities both in
terms of language skills and teaching methodologies and that analyzes the design and development
of comprehensive teacher training programs that successfully engage these EMI programs. It has
profound implications for the development of the international profile of higher education
institutions as it provides information on how to train highly-qualified lecturers to successfully teach
students from different nationalities. Featuring a wide range of topics such as assessment,
curriculum design, and learning styles, this book is ideal for pre- and in-service teachers, language
specialists, content specialists, administrators, deans, higher education faculty, researchers,
practitioners, curriculum designers, policymakers, academicians, and students.

medium of instruction definition: English-Medium Instruction in European Higher
Education Slobodanka Dimova, Anna Kristina Hultgren, Christian Jensen, 2015-07-24 This volume
provides a focused account of English Medium Instruction (EMI) in European higher education,
considering issues of ideologies, policies, and practices. This is an essential book for academics,
students, policy makers, and educators directly or indirectly implicated in the internationalization of
European higher education.

medium of instruction definition: Assessing English-medium instruction in German grammar
schools Karina Gentgen, 2012-06-01 Bachelor Thesis from the year 2010 in the subject English
Language and Literature Studies - Linguistics, grade: 1.0, Justus-Liebig-University Giessen
(Language, Literature and Culture), language: English, abstract: English is everywhere. Not only is
it the language of science, the internet and advertisement, for instance, but it is the lingua franca
that allows communication all over the world. Thanks to globalization, the increasing importance of
the media, the changing lifestyles of the younger generations as well as the coalescing Europe, we
cannot evade its impact. Not unnaturally, the English language has always been and still is a vital
part of the German educational system with a tendency to expand its influence throughout the next
years. Ever since it has been introduced as a foreign language to German schools, new concepts and
methods to improve foreign language teaching have evolved. Bilingual education is one of those
concepts. Being used in many countries and educational contexts to enhance second language
learning, it has also found its way into German school types. As a method of instruction that involves
a higher number of classes held in English per week and, additionally, other subjects being taught to
a greater extent in that foreign language than in traditional educational programs, it was
introduced, developed and often criticized. Due to its success, the demand for this more intense form
of second language learning has increased and more researchers have investigated the outcomes of
bilingual education. Is such a program beneficial to children or does it have negative consequences
on their overall performance at school? Would a higher number of English classes per week be
sufficient or do other subjects have to be taught in English and, above all, what subjects should that
be without risking the students to have problems understanding their content? And finally, do
students in bilingual programs have a higher language competence than students in comparable
traditional English programs? These are all questions that are connected to the research on bilingual
programs and what factors contribute to their success or what points to their weaknesses. The last
of the three questions emphasizes the aspect of bilingual education that will be the focus of this
bachelor's thesis, namely language competence. Due to the fact that an assessment of the actual
language competence could not be conducted in the given time period, the center of this
investigation will be the subjective point of view of teachers and students, thus a self-assessment
based on the categories of the Common European Framework of Reference for Languages. [...]

medium of instruction definition: English-Medium Instruction and Translanguaging
BethAnne Paulsrud, Zhongfeng Tian, Jeanette Toth, 2021-01-20 This book offers a critical
exploration of definitions, methodologies and ideologies of English-medium instruction (EMI),
contributing to new understandings of translanguaging as theory and pedagogy across diverse



contexts. It brings together a number of conceptual and empirical studies on translanguaging in EMI
at different educational levels, in a variety of countries, with different approaches to
translanguaging, different named languages, and different policies. These studies include several
underrepresented contexts across the globe, providing a broad view of how translanguaging in EMI
is understood in these educational settings. Furthermore, this book addresses the complexities of
translanguaging through a discussion of the affordances and constraints associated with the use of
multiple linguistic resources in the EMI classroom.

medium of instruction definition: Medium of Instruction in Hong Kong Anita Y. K. Poon,
Yugiong Pan, 2000-09-26 Poon's book is a qualitative case study of Hong Kong's medium of
instruction policy proposed in the Education Commission Report No. 4 in 1990. The study utilizes
not only documents, but interviews and observations in analyzing the formal policy and its
implementation in school instruction. Poon finds many factors that signify that the Hong Kong
government's medium of instruction policy is not likely to be implemented to a large extent
territorially. Poon proposes a solution to revise the existing medium of instruction policy, to
incorporate bilingualism as a language goal, and to practice language planning societally and in the
domain of education.

medium of instruction definition: Policies, Politics, and Ideologies of English-Medium
Instruction in Asian Universities Pramod K. Sah, Fan Fang, 2023-06-29 Against the backdrop of
uncritical promotions of English-medium instruction (EMI) in higher education globally, this edited
volume maps out the political, ideological, and policy-related issues of EMI programs in multilingual
and multicultural universities in Asia. In this volume, EMI researchers and practitioners involved in
different Asian countries and regions have collaboratively unpacked the critical dimensions of EMI
programs in higher education, with a goal to provide must-needed resources for researchers,
graduate students, higher education leaders, and policymakers. This volume is the first of its kind in
that it provides an exclusive and critical tapestry of EMI at multilingual universities from all parts of
Asia, including Central Asia (Kazakhstan), East Asia (Mainland China, Korea, Japan, and Taiwan),
South Asia (Bangladesh and Nepal), Southeast Asia (Brunei, Malaysia, Philippines, Thailand, and
Vietnam), and Western Asia (United Arab Emirates). The key takeaway for the reader is to not only
understand the current phenomenon of EMI in Asian universities but to also learn the dark side of its
policies, programs, and practices that have led to unequal teaching and learning spaces in diverse
societies. This collection will be of interest to scholars and policymakers in English-medium
instruction, English language teaching, TESOL, and applied linguistics.

medium of instruction definition: English-Medium Instruction in Japanese Higher Education
Annette Bradford, Howard Brown, 2017-11-07 English-Medium Instruction in Japanese Higher
Education provides a touchstone for higher education practitioners, researchers and policy makers.
It enables readers to more clearly understand why policies concerning English-medium instruction
(EMI) are in place in Japan, how EMI is being implemented, what challenges are being addressed
and what the impacts of EMI may be. The volume situates EMI within Japan’s current policy context
and examines the experiences of its stakeholders. The chapters are written by scholars and
practitioners who have direct involvement with EMI in Japanese higher education. They look at EMI
from perspectives that include policy planning, program design, marketing and classroom practice.

medium of instruction definition: English Medium Instruction in Higher Education in
Asia-Pacific Ben Fenton-Smith, Pamela Humphreys, Ian Walkinshaw, 2017-03-19 This volume draws
together the viewpoints and research findings of leading scholars and informed local
practitioner-researchers throughout Asia-Pacific about the issues and challenges of English as a
medium of instruction (EMI) at higher education institutions in that region. Specifically, it addresses
four key themes: Macro-level EMI policy and practice; institutional implications for pedagogy;
stakeholder perceptions of EMI; and challenges of interpersonal interaction in EMI contexts. The
book is among the first to critically examine the emerging global phenomenon of English as a
medium of instruction, and the first title to exclusively explore Asia-Pacific tertiary contexts. It will
be of particular interest to policy-makers in international education and tertiary educators seeking



blueprints for practice, as well as scholars and postgraduate students of English as a lingua franca,
English for academic purposes, academic language and learning, and language education in
Asia-Pacific.

medium of instruction definition: The Affective Dimension in English-Medium
Instruction in Higher Education David Lasagabaster, Alberto Fernandez-Costales, Flor de Lis
Gonzalez-Mujico, 2024-11-12 This book brings together current research on the impact of affective
factors on learning in English-medium instruction (EMI), exploring both student and teacher
perspectives. With the number of EMI programs rapidly increasing around the world, it offers a
timely investigation into the affective dimension in these settings to provide a better understanding
of how programs can be streamlined and enhanced. The chapters cover topics such as learner
motivation, anxiety, emotions, willingness to communicate, teacher motivation and teacher beliefs.
They offer new insights into the field with data from Anglophone and non-Anglophone countries,
monolingual and multilingual territories as well as migration contexts. Each chapter concludes with
recommendations for both language and content teachers in higher education settings. This book
will be of interest to researchers working in the fields of applied linguistics, bilingual education,
multilingualism and language teaching as well as teacher trainers and adult education instructors
seeking to expand their knowledge on the affective dimension.

medium of instruction definition: English Medium Instruction in South Korea Jiye Hong,
Helen Basturkmen, 2024-07-16 Adding to the growing body of research on English Medium
Instruction (EMI), this book focuses on the language support systems currently used by EMI
mathematics and social science schoolteachers and university lecturers in South Korea. While EMI is
an instructional field, there is a gap in the knowledge of how teachers and lecturers integrate
English language-specific practices within their curriculum. Drawing on findings from an
observational and interview-based case study at secondary and tertiary levels in South Korea, the
research outlines differing planned teaching practices and illustrates EMI classroom interaction,
language-related episodes (LREs) in this interaction, and vocabulary materials developed by EMI
teachers and lecturers. Hong and Basturkmen discuss how they assessed the students’ learning from
LREs in classroom interaction and the results from these findings, which illustrate practical advice
and guidelines for integrating a focus on language into the discipline of teaching. The volume also
offers several application tasks, including two reflection-on-practice projects, which the reader can
try out by using the procedures developed in the case study. This is the first major book-length
examination of EMI in the South Korean context and presents a useful resource for EMI teachers,
lecturers, and educators - in South Korea and globally - who are looking to develop their
methodology for language, including practical suggestions about how to seamlessly incorporate the
learning of disciplinary vocabulary and forms of expression using EMI. The Open Access version of
this book, available at http://www.taylorfrancis.com, has been made available under a Creative
Commons Attribution-Non Commercial-No Derivatives (CC-BY-NC-ND) 4.0 license.

medium of instruction definition: An Architectural Approach to Instructional Design Andrew
S. Gibbons, 2013-10-30 Winner of the 2014 AECT Design & Development Outstanding Book Award
An Architectural Approach to Instructional Design is organized around a groundbreaking new way of
conceptualizing instructional design practice. Both practical and theoretically sound, this approach
is drawn from current international trends in architectural, digital, and industrial design, and
focuses on the structural and functional properties of the artifact being designed rather than the
processes used to design it. Harmonious with existing systematic design models, the architectural
approach expands the scope of design discourse by introducing new depth into the conversation and
merging current knowledge with proven systematic techniques. An architectural approach is the
natural result of increasing technological complexity and escalating user expectations. As the
complexity of design problems increases, specialties evolve their own design languages, theories,
processes, tools, literature, organizations, and standards. An Architectural Approach to Instructional
Design describes the implications for theory and practice, providing a powerful and commercially
relevant introduction for all students of instructional design.



medium of instruction definition: English Medium Instruction in Multilingual and
Multicultural Universities Birgit Henriksen, Anne Holmen, Joyce Kling, 2018-07-17 English Medium
Instruction in Multilingual and Multicultural Universities analyses the issues related to EMI at both
a local and international level and provides a broad perspective on this topic. Drawing on field
studies from a Northern European context and based primarily on research carried out at the
University of Copenhagen, this book: introduces a topical global issue that is central to the higher
education research agenda; identifies the issues and challenges involved in EMI in relation to
central linguistic, pedagogical, sociolinguistic and socio-cultural concepts; captures university
lecturers’ experiences in the midst of curricular change and presents reflections on ways to navigate
professionally in English to meet the demands of the multilingual and multicultural classroom.
English Medium Instruction in Multilingual and Multicultural Universities is key reading for
researchers, pre- and in-service teachers, university management, educational planners, and
advanced students with an interest in EMI and the multilingual, multicultural university setting.

medium of instruction definition: The Routledge Handbook of English-Medium
Instruction in Higher Education Kingsley Bolton, Werner Botha, Benedict Lin, 2024-03-21 This
Handbook discusses the theoretical and disciplinary background to the study of English-medium
instruction (EMI) in higher education worldwide. It highlights issues relating to EMI pedagogy,
varying motivations for EMI education, and the delivery of EMI in diverse contexts across the world.
The spread of English as a teaching medium and the lingua franca of the academic world has been
the subject of various debates in recent years on the perceived hegemony of the English language
and the ‘domain loss’ of non-English languages in academic communication. Encompassing a wide
range of contributions to the field of EMI, the chapters of this Handbook are arranged in four
distinct parts: Part I provides an overview of English-medium instruction in higher education
worldwide; Part II focusses on EMI in Europe; Part III on EMI in the Middle East, North Africa, and
Sub-Saharan Africa; and Part IV on EMI in the Asian region. The overall scope and level of expertise
of this Handbook provides an unrivalled overview of this field of education. It serves as an essential
reference for many courses dealing with applied linguistics, English language education,
multilingualism, sociolinguistics, and related subjects at many levels of education, including
Master’s and PhD-level studies. This Handbook serves as a valuable edition for university libraries
across the world and an essential read for many faculty, undergraduate and postgraduate students,
educators, and policymakers.

medium of instruction definition: English-Medium Instruction in Chinese Universities
Jing Zhao, L. Quentin Dixon, 2017-03-27 This edited book is about the rationale, practice and
classroom implementation of English-medium instruction courses in Chinese universities. It
specifically focuses on classroom discourse analysis across different disciplines and settings. The
main themes of this book are: describing the state educational policies toward English-medium
instruction at the tertiary level; distinguishing English-medium instruction from mainstream foreign
language learning; analyzing curricula and discourse at the classroom level and evaluating the
learning effectiveness of these courses. This book covers the widespread implementation of
English-medium courses in China across different disciplines, and it provides a window for
researchers and practitioners from other parts of the world to see the curriculum design, lesson
planning, discourse features and teacher-student interaction in English-medium classrooms in
China. Contributors to this volume consists of a panel of highly respected researchers in the fields of
bilingual education, English-medium instruction, classroom discourse analysis and language
program evaluation. Chapters include, Balance of Content and Language in English-Medium
Instruction Classrooms English-Medium Instruction in a Math Classroom: An Observation Study of
Classroom Discourse Asking and answering questions in EMI classrooms: What is the Cognitive and
Syntactic Complexity Level?

medium of instruction definition: Re-envisioning English-Medium Instruction in K-12
Schools Michelle Mingyue Gu, Yiqi Liu, Corey Fanglei Huang, 2025-06-18 Connecting diverse
theories and practices in English-medium Instruction (EMI) implementation, this book provides a



comprehensive and systematic overview of EMI in K-12 settings in the Asian and European contexts.
It addresses a wide range of ongoing challenges faced by many EMI policymakers and teachers and
offers potential solutions or coping strategies. While it focuses on the contexts of Asia and Europe,
the book can also provide inspirations or suggestions for researching and implementing EMI in other
geographical or cultural contexts such as Africa. In brief, this book aims to (1) discuss up-to-date
theories on EMI from different fields of research including language policy studies, applied
linguistics and CLIL research, (2) provide detailed and critical reviews of EMI policies in K-12
education in the broad Asian and European contexts, (3) report empirical, classroom-based research
on EMI implementation in these contexts and compare findings with those of the previous research,
(4) engage different researchers and scholars from relevant fields in a dialogue about EMI-related
theories, issues and challenges in these contexts and (5) serve as a hands-on resource for
educational practitioners who are (interested in) practicing EMI.

medium of instruction definition: English-Medium Instruction Practices in Higher Education
Jim McKinley, Nicola Galloway, 2022-06-30 With the exponential growth of English-Medium
Instruction (EMI) provision in higher education, which is rapidly outpacing empirical research, this
book outlines approaches to EMI in a range of regional contexts to exemplify different
interpretations of implementing EMI policy in higher education. The book provides an in-depth
understanding of evolving interpretations, challenges and current policies on a global level, through
the exploration of case studies from Armenia, Austria, Azerbaijan, Bangladesh, Brazil, China,
Colombia, Denmark, Estonia, Ethiopia, Georgia, Hong Kong, Italy, Japan, Kuwait, Mexico, Nepal, the
Netherlands, Poland, South Africa, Tunisia, Turkey and Vietnam. The case studies, which outline
how EMI policy is implemented, are presented in three sections, at the national, institutional and
classroom levels (macro, meso, and micro), using a variety of research tools, including policy
analysis, stakeholders' conceptualisations of EMI, observations of EMI in practice and context
analysis

medium of instruction definition: Language Issues in English Medium Instruction Amy Bik
May Tsui, Ernesto Macaro, 2024-12-09 Tsui and Macaro's volume addresses a central issue in
English Medium Instruction (EMI) and draws on research and practice from both content teachers
and language specialists. It covers a range of academic disciplines and contains contributions by
internationally recognized researchers and practitioners in EMI, as well as covering both the
theoretical orientations and pedagogical practices of EMI. The chapters provide an in-depth account
of how language needs to be integrated into the various academic subjects being taught through the
medium of English in higher education in non-anglophone countries. Its contributors are either
second language specialists or teachers directly responsible for teaching in the different disciplines.
The book calls for much greater collaboration between these actors and for a sense of shared
responsibility for ensuring that English Medium Instruction, a phenomenon that is now established
worldwide, is successful for all students. It will be of interest to students, researchers and teachers
of English Medium Instruction in both secondary and higher education.
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