
medicine that makes you happy

medicine that makes you happy is a subject of growing interest in both
medical and psychological fields. Many individuals seek treatments that can
alleviate symptoms of depression, anxiety, and other mood disorders by
enhancing feelings of well-being and happiness. This article explores various
types of medications that can influence mood, including antidepressants, mood
stabilizers, and other pharmaceutical options designed to promote happiness.
Understanding how these medicines work, their benefits, side effects, and the
role of therapy alongside medication provides a comprehensive overview.
Additionally, natural supplements and lifestyle factors that complement
medical treatments will be discussed. This knowledge equips readers with a
well-rounded perspective on how medicine that makes you happy can be
integrated safely and effectively into mental health care.
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Understanding Medicine That Makes You Happy
Medicine that makes you happy typically refers to pharmaceuticals prescribed
to improve mood, reduce symptoms of depression and anxiety, and promote
emotional stability. These medications are often used in treating mental
health disorders such as major depressive disorder, bipolar disorder, and
generalized anxiety disorder. The goal is to restore chemical balance in the
brain, particularly affecting neurotransmitters like serotonin, dopamine, and
norepinephrine, which are closely linked to mood regulation. While these
medicines do not create happiness artificially, they help alleviate the
symptoms that prevent individuals from experiencing joy and contentment
naturally.

The Concept of Mood-Enhancing Medication
Mood-enhancing medications are designed to target the biological factors
contributing to mood disorders. Unlike recreational drugs that may



temporarily alter mood, prescribed medicines aim for long-term benefits by
stabilizing brain chemistry. They are part of a broader treatment plan that
may include psychotherapy, lifestyle adjustments, and social support.
Understanding this distinction is crucial for setting realistic expectations
about the effects of medicine that makes you happy.

Common Conditions Treated
These medicines are primarily prescribed for conditions such as:

Major depressive disorder

Bipolar disorder

Generalized anxiety disorder

Post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD)

Obsessive-compulsive disorder (OCD)

Each condition may require a different type or combination of medications
tailored to the individual's specific needs.

Types of Medicines That Enhance Mood
A variety of medications fall under the category of medicine that makes you
happy, each working through different mechanisms to improve mood and
emotional well-being. The most commonly prescribed include antidepressants,
mood stabilizers, and certain antipsychotics.

Antidepressants
Antidepressants are the most widely used medication class for improving mood.
They work by increasing the availability of neurotransmitters involved in
mood regulation. Major categories include:

Selective Serotonin Reuptake Inhibitors (SSRIs): Examples include
fluoxetine, sertraline, and citalopram. SSRIs increase serotonin levels
in the brain and are often the first line of treatment for depression
and anxiety disorders.

Serotonin-Norepinephrine Reuptake Inhibitors (SNRIs): Such as
venlafaxine and duloxetine, SNRIs boost both serotonin and
norepinephrine to help alleviate symptoms.

Tricyclic Antidepressants (TCAs): Older medications like amitriptyline



and nortriptyline, less commonly used due to side effects but still
effective in certain cases.

Monoamine Oxidase Inhibitors (MAOIs): Effective but with dietary
restrictions and side effects, used when other antidepressants fail.

Mood Stabilizers
Mood stabilizers are primarily used for bipolar disorder, helping to prevent
extreme mood swings between mania and depression. Common mood stabilizers
include lithium and anticonvulsant medications like valproate and
lamotrigine. These medicines help balance mood over time and reduce the risk
of relapse.

Other Medications
Certain antipsychotic drugs are also prescribed as adjuncts to mood
stabilizers or antidepressants, especially in treatment-resistant cases.
Examples include quetiapine and aripiprazole, which may help improve mood and
reduce anxiety symptoms.

How These Medicines Work
The primary function of medicine that makes you happy is to influence brain
chemistry by altering the levels or activity of neurotransmitters. These
chemicals are essential for communication between brain cells and affect
emotions, thoughts, and behavior.

Neurotransmitter Regulation
Antidepressants typically increase serotonin and norepinephrine,
neurotransmitters linked to feelings of happiness and energy. By preventing
their reabsorption or breakdown, these medications enhance neurotransmitter
availability, improving mood and reducing anxiety.

Stabilizing Neural Activity
Mood stabilizers work by calming excessive neural activity associated with
manic episodes and preventing depressive episodes. Lithium, for example,
modulates neurotransmitter pathways and supports neuroprotective processes
that promote brain health.



Combination Effects
Often, doctors use combinations of medicines to target different pathways for
a more comprehensive mood enhancement. This approach is personalized based on
patient response and specific symptoms.

Potential Side Effects and Risks
While medicine that makes you happy can be highly effective, there are
potential side effects and risks associated with their use. It is important
for patients to be aware of these to make informed decisions alongside their
healthcare providers.

Common Side Effects
Side effects vary by medication class but may include:

Nausea and digestive issues

Weight gain or loss

Fatigue or insomnia

Sexual dysfunction

Dry mouth and dizziness

Serious Risks
Some medications carry risks such as increased suicidal thoughts, especially
in young adults, serotonin syndrome, or interactions with other drugs.
Regular monitoring by a healthcare professional is essential to manage these
risks effectively.

Withdrawal and Dependency
Sudden discontinuation of certain mood-enhancing medicines can lead to
withdrawal symptoms. It is critical to taper off medications under medical
supervision to avoid adverse effects.



Role of Therapy and Lifestyle Changes
Medicine that makes you happy is often most effective when combined with
psychotherapy and healthy lifestyle choices. This holistic approach addresses
both biological and psychological factors contributing to mood disorders.

Psychotherapy
Cognitive-behavioral therapy (CBT), interpersonal therapy, and other
counseling methods complement medication by teaching coping skills,
addressing negative thought patterns, and improving emotional regulation.

Lifestyle Modifications
Regular exercise, balanced nutrition, adequate sleep, and stress management
techniques enhance the effectiveness of medicine that makes you happy. These
changes support brain health and improve overall well-being.

Support Systems
Building strong social connections and having a supportive environment
contributes significantly to maintaining mood stability and happiness
alongside medication.

Natural Alternatives and Supplements
In addition to prescription medications, some natural supplements and
lifestyle interventions are believed to promote happiness and emotional
balance. These alternatives may be used alone or as adjuncts to medical
treatment.

Popular Supplements
Supplements that have shown potential mood-enhancing effects include:

St. John’s Wort: Often used for mild to moderate depression but can1.
interact with other medications.

Omega-3 Fatty Acids: Found in fish oil, may improve mood and cognitive2.
function.

S-Adenosylmethionine (SAMe): A naturally occurring compound that may3.
have antidepressant effects.



Vitamin D: Deficiency has been linked to depression; supplementation may4.
help mood regulation.

Mind-Body Practices
Practices such as meditation, yoga, and mindfulness have been shown to reduce
stress and improve emotional well-being, supporting the effects of medicine
that makes you happy.

Consultation with Healthcare Providers
Before starting any supplements or alternative treatments, consulting with
healthcare professionals is essential to avoid interactions and ensure
safety, particularly when taking prescription medications.

Frequently Asked Questions

What types of medicine are commonly prescribed to
improve mood and make you feel happier?
Antidepressants, such as selective serotonin reuptake inhibitors (SSRIs) and
serotonin-norepinephrine reuptake inhibitors (SNRIs), are commonly prescribed
to improve mood and help individuals feel happier by balancing brain
chemicals.

Are there any natural supplements that can make you
feel happier?
Some natural supplements like St. John's Wort, omega-3 fatty acids, and S-
adenosylmethionine (SAMe) have been reported to improve mood, but it's
important to consult a healthcare provider before use.

How do antidepressants work to make people feel
happier?
Antidepressants work by altering the balance of neurotransmitters in the
brain, such as serotonin, dopamine, and norepinephrine, which play key roles
in regulating mood and emotions.

Can medicine alone guarantee happiness?
No, medicine can help alleviate symptoms of depression and improve mood, but



achieving lasting happiness often requires a combination of therapy,
lifestyle changes, social support, and sometimes medication.

Are there any side effects associated with
medications that make you feel happier?
Yes, medications like antidepressants can have side effects including nausea,
weight gain, fatigue, insomnia, and sexual dysfunction. It's important to
discuss these with a healthcare provider.

Is it safe to use medicine that makes you happy
without a prescription?
No, using mood-altering medications without a prescription can be dangerous
and potentially harmful. Always seek advice from a qualified healthcare
professional before taking any such medicine.

What are emerging trends in medicine that can
enhance mood and happiness?
Emerging trends include the use of psychedelic-assisted therapy (e.g.,
psilocybin, MDMA) under professional supervision, and personalized medicine
approaches targeting individual brain chemistry for better mood regulation.

Additional Resources
1. The Healing Power of Mindfulness
This book explores how mindfulness practices can positively impact both
mental and physical health. It offers practical techniques to reduce stress,
enhance emotional well-being, and promote healing from chronic illnesses.
Readers will find inspiring stories and scientific research that highlight
the transformative power of mindfulness in medicine.

2. Being Mortal: Medicine and What Matters in the End
Atul Gawande delves into the challenges of aging and end-of-life care,
emphasizing the importance of quality of life over mere longevity. The book
encourages compassionate conversations between patients, families, and
healthcare providers. It's a profound reflection on how medicine can support
dignity and happiness even in the face of mortality.

3. When Breath Becomes Air
Written by a neurosurgeon facing terminal cancer, this memoir offers a
poignant look at life, death, and the pursuit of meaning through the lens of
medicine. It beautifully captures the human side of healthcare and the
resilience of the human spirit. This book inspires readers to find joy and
purpose despite adversity.



4. The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks
Rebecca Skloot tells the story of Henrietta Lacks, whose cancer cells
revolutionized medical research without her knowledge. The book addresses
ethical issues in medicine while celebrating the impact of Henrietta’s
legacy. It balances scientific discovery with deep respect for human dignity
and family.

5. Being Happy: You Don’t Have to Be Perfect to Lead a Rich Life
This book discusses how healthcare professionals and patients alike can
cultivate happiness through acceptance and self-care. It challenges the
notion that medical perfection is necessary for well-being. Filled with
uplifting anecdotes and practical advice, it promotes a balanced approach to
health and happiness.

6. The Man Who Mistook His Wife for a Hat
Oliver Sacks presents fascinating neurological case studies that reveal the
complexities and wonders of the human brain. The book is both educational and
deeply human, highlighting the quirks that make us who we are. It celebrates
the joy of understanding medicine through real-life stories.

7. How Not to Die: Discover the Foods Scientifically Proven to Prevent and
Reverse Disease
Dr. Michael Greger compiles research on nutrition’s role in preventing and
reversing chronic diseases. The book empowers readers to take control of
their health through diet and lifestyle changes. Its hopeful tone encourages
a proactive and joyful approach to medicine and wellness.

8. The Spirit Catches You and You Fall Down
This narrative explores the cultural clash between a Hmong family and the
American medical system as they care for a child with epilepsy. It
sensitively addresses the challenges of cross-cultural medicine and the
importance of empathy. The story is a moving testament to the power of
understanding and compassion in healthcare.

9. Mind Over Medicine: Scientific Proof That You Can Heal Yourself
Lissa Rankin presents evidence that the mind plays a crucial role in physical
healing. The book combines scientific studies with inspiring patient stories,
showing how belief and intention can influence health outcomes. It offers a
hopeful perspective on medicine that integrates mind, body, and spirit.
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  medicine that makes you happy: The Ultimate Medical School Rotation Guide Stewart H.
Lecker, Bliss J. Chang, 2021-06-14 Written by the top medical student rotators, this book provides
medical students with the often elusive information and skills required to ace their clinical rotations
Chapters cover all major medical sub-specialties such as internal medicine, general surgery,
cardiology, dermatology, orthopedics, neurosurgery, and ophthalmology. Additionally, the book
offers many novel features including a review of core rotation skills for oral presentations and a
walk-through of a day in the life of the medical student on a particular rotation. It focuses on the
common cases that students actually encounter in the hospital. This format thereby administers a
complete, concise overview of what is needed for each rotation A unique resource, The Ultimate
Medical School Rotation Guide is not only instructional and comprehensive, but also assuring and
supportive as it encourages students to appreciate this rewarding time in their medical careers
  medicine that makes you happy: Small Doses James Fagan, 2024-01-05 Martin Penny, a
disillusioned and awkward young man, looks back to a turning point in his life – when his old, boring,
and enthusiasm-destroying English teacher was arrested for pimping and was replaced by a fresh
new teacher, a man who managed to blow off the dead-dust of his predecessor and rekindle the
reader and writer in Martin. Martin, now an English teacher himself, has to come to terms with
which of these two teachers he has come to resemble most – the one he hates or the one he
emulates. Written in a free and easy style, Small Doses is a celebration of reading, writing, poetry,
diary-keeping and of the little bits of magic poked, prodded and relighted back to life from the
embers of memory.
  medicine that makes you happy: Deep Medicine William Stewart, 2009-07-01 In Deep
Medicine, surgeon and holistic health pioneer William Stewart explains the mind-body connection
and shows readers how they can tap into the healing power of their inner wisdom to actualize their
health goals.
  medicine that makes you happy: Joy in Medicine? Eve Shapiro, 2020-11-02 Eve Shapiro has
been writing about patient-centered care, physician–patient communication, and relationships
between doctors and their patients since 2007. In Joy in Medicine? What 100 Healthcare
Professionals Have to Say about Job Satisfaction, Dissatisfaction, Burnout, and Joy, Eve turns her
attention to those on the healthcare delivery side of this sacred interaction. These healthcare
professionals share their enthusiasm, joys, frustrations, disappointments, insights, advice, stories,
fears, and pain, explaining how it looks and feels to work in healthcare today no matter who you are,
where you work, or what your position is in the organizational hierarchy. The healthcare
professionals who provide patient care deserve our collective interest in their humanity. Without
some insight into who they are and the forces with which they struggle every day, we cannot fully
appreciate the obstacles to providing the care we all want for ourselves and our families during the
best of times, let alone in the uncertain times that lie ahead.
  medicine that makes you happy: Deep Medicine Eric Topol, 2019-03-12 A Science Friday pick
for book of the year, 2019 One of America's top doctors reveals how AI will empower physicians and
revolutionize patient care Medicine has become inhuman, to disastrous effect. The doctor-patient
relationship--the heart of medicine--is broken: doctors are too distracted and overwhelmed to truly
connect with their patients, and medical errors and misdiagnoses abound. In Deep Medicine, leading
physician Eric Topol reveals how artificial intelligence can help. AI has the potential to transform
everything doctors do, from notetaking and medical scans to diagnosis and treatment, greatly
cutting down the cost of medicine and reducing human mortality. By freeing physicians from the
tasks that interfere with human connection, AI will create space for the real healing that takes place
between a doctor who can listen and a patient who needs to be heard. Innovative, provocative, and
hopeful, Deep Medicine shows us how the awesome power of AI can make medicine better, for all
the humans involved.
  medicine that makes you happy: Shamans and Kushtakas Mary Giraudo Beck, 2003-06-01
Shaman and Kushtaka, both struck terror in the hearts of the Tlingit and Haida, for both possessed
frightening supernatural powers. Among the Natives of the Pacific Northwest Coast, the shaman was



honored as a person who could heal the body and spirit as well as see into the future. In his
struggles to protect his people, he fought the kushtaka an evil spirit being who was half human and
half land hotter for the souls of dying persons. Theirs was a battle between the forces of good and
evil, and today it remains a cornerstone in Tlingit and Haida mythology. Mary Giraudo Beck provides
a powerful mix of history, legend, and adventure to dramatize the values and traditions of Tlingit and
Haida societies. The heroic and wondrous incidents in these stories transcend time and culture and,
as tales of myth and magic, provide compelling reading for young and old alike.
  medicine that makes you happy: Positive Medicine David Beaumont, 2021 The book proposes
a new relationship between people and their doctors, fostering self-efficacy so that people can be
empowered to manage their own health and live happier, healthier lives. It gives practical advice
and provides an accessible, challenging, thought-provoking view of how medical practice needs to
change to become person focused.
  medicine that makes you happy: Better Future T.P. Rivers, 2021-08-24 Better Future is a
collection of ideas and thoughts. It has 75 chapters, and each chapter describes a way to make the
world safer, more equal, more affordable, or otherwise improve it. These are some of the most
interesting chapters in the book: · How to Destroy Criminal Organizations · A Simple System to
Regulate Rents · How to Eradicate School Bullying from the World · How to Prevent Inappropriate
Behavior at Work · People Should Have the Power to Fire Politicians · How to Get Rid of National
Debts · A Compromise Solution to the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict
  medicine that makes you happy: Cheyenne Moon Cathy Keeton, 2012-05-19 Find a time with
no distractions, sit in your favorite chair and dive into a world of long ago, a different place and
time. Abby is a young teacher living with her widowed father on the American frontier in the 1860's.
She is kidnapped by the very renegade that brutally murdered her mother. Shadow Spirit a
Cheyenne brave rescues Abbey from a perilous situation and certain death; He is like no other man
she has ever met, tall and muscular with bronzed shin and dazzling green eyes. His mother is a
beautiful Irish redhead and his father is the noble Chief of their people. The undeniable attraction
mounts between them, spinning their lives out of control. With a love known by few, Shadow Spirit
and Abby are forced to make choices affecting future and past generations.
  medicine that makes you happy: Medical News Letter , 1952
  medicine that makes you happy: United States Navy Medical Newsletter , 1982
  medicine that makes you happy: Who Cares Wins Lily Cole, 2020-07-30 Global warming has
reached terrifying heights of severity, human consumption has caused the extinction of countless
species and neoliberalism has led to a destructive divide in wealth and a polarization of mainstream
politics. The climate crisis demands action. Your planet needs you! Can we shop our way out of a
crisis? Will technology save the day? What does it mean to be a citizen and not a consumer? Are the
real solutions inside of us? Who Cares Wins provides a plethora of solutions guaranteed to inspire
and create lasting global change. Lily Cole has met with some of the millions of people around the
world who are working on creative, innovative solutions to our biggest challenges and are
committed to creating a more sustainable and peaceful future for humanity. Embracing debate and
exploring issues from fast fashion to fast food, farming to plastic waste, renewable energy to gender
equality, the book features interviews with diverse voices from entrepreneurs like Stella McCartney
and Elon Musk, to activists such as Extinction Rebellion co-founder Dr Gail Bradbrook, Farhana
Yamin, Isabella Tree, Putanny Yawanawa and Alice Waters, to offer a beacon of possibility and
celebrate the joy and power of collective global creativity in challenging times. Who Cares Wins is a
rousing call to action that will instil hope and leave you feeling equipped with the solutions and
practical steps needed to make a difference. We are the ancestors of our future: a generation that
will either be celebrated for its activism or blamed for its apathy. __________________ It is time for us
to choose solutions over despair, to act now and create a better future. 'It's a positive, useful book -
how to make choices. We need to get governments on board. I wish Lily was world controller'
Vivienne Westwood, fashion designer and founder of Vivienne Westwood Ltd 'A welcome and
thorough overview of some of the many aspects of the crisis humanity is now facing alongside the



visionary possibilities for change at our fingertips. If we don't act it isn't for lack of good ideas' Dr
Gail Bradbrook, co-founder of Extinction Rebellion 'Your book is golden, like you' Patti Smith
  medicine that makes you happy: U.S. News Ultimate Guide to Medical Schools 3E Josh
Fischman, 2006
  medicine that makes you happy: Characteristics of Compassion Helen Meldrum,
2009-09-29 Characteristics of Compassion: Portraits of Exemplary Physicians profiles recipients of
the prestigious Excellence in Medicine award given by the American Medical Association. Today's
physicians are faced with many challenges and can no longer devote the greater part of their
working hours directly to patient care. They are presented with reams of insurance and legal-related
paperwork, the constant threat of malpractice, and a burgeoning patient population. Despite these
obstacles, some physicians enter the profession with deeply held convictions, hopes, and idealism,
and go on to excel not just as medical doctors, but as human beings. Characteristics of Compassion:
Portraits of Exemplary Physicians uncovers what sets these outstanding doctors apart from their
peers to inspire other medical professionals and their patients. This thought provoking book
provides first hand accounts from the front lines of medicine and identifies a rich description of
traits shared by today's leading physicians.
  medicine that makes you happy: The Structure of a Moral Code John Ladd, 2004-01-28 Mr.
Ladd here presents a philosophical analysis of the nature and structure of a moral code. He
exemplifies his general theory by providing the first systematic description of Navajo ethics, based
on raw material gathered by intensive anthropological field work among the Navajo. The complete
transcript of his field notes is contained in the Appendix to this book. Mr. Ladd shows how the codes
of other societies can be described with scientific rigor and objectivity. Drawing upon recent
developments in analytical ethics that emphasize the uses of discourse and the logic of imperatives,
he develops a general theory of moral codes which holds considerable significance for moral
philosophers and which presents for anthropologists a methodology for their investigations into the
ethical systems of non-literate cultures.
  medicine that makes you happy: “The” Medical Times and Gazette , 1867
  medicine that makes you happy: Maryland Medical Journal , 1897
  medicine that makes you happy: Veterinary Medical School Admission Requirements
(VMSAR) Association of American Veterinary Medical Colleges (AAVMC) Staff, 2017-04-15 Fully
up-to-date and packed with useful tips and helpful insights, this publication provides a
comprehensive overview of the admission process for the national and international veterinary
schools that are members of the Association of American Veterinary Medical Colleges (AAVMC). As
the official guide to getting into vet school, it provides hundreds of pages of must-have information,
essential to achieving your goal of becoming a veterinarian. The heart of this publication is a
directory of member schools, providing the following information for each school: a summary of
application procedures; requirements for application and residency; prerequisites for admission;
deadlines for each component of the application process; a description of campus and campus life;
and the costs of tuition and fees. Full-page spreads provide a complete profile of the different
campuses and clearly lay out all the details you need to select the school that matches your needs
best. Additional information includes an overview of the Veterinary Medical College Application
Service (VMCAS), information about the accreditation of veterinary schools and professional
licensure as a veterinarian, a helpful timeline for aspiring vets from high school onward, and
firsthand accounts from current students and practitioners about what it's like to train as a vet. This
publication provides concise, current, and the best comparative information for students interested
in preparing for a career in veterinary medicine, as well as their advisors and counselors. It is the
essential guide to becoming a DVM. As Executive Director of AAVMC, Dr. Andrew McCabe writes:
These are exciting times for veterinary medicine, a profession that bridges animal, human, and
ecosystem health. We understand that getting started and making sense of all the choices and
requirements can be challenging, but you've come to the right place by accessing this publication,
which provides the essential information you need to begin your journey.



  medicine that makes you happy: The 120 Club - Living the Good Life for 120 Years Philip
Rose, 2004-07-29 The 120 Club Living the Good Life for 120 Years By Philip Rose In his book, The
120 Club - Living the Good Life for 120 Years Phil Rose wants us to imagine that living to 120 years
is possible. He imagined this long before consulting the longevity experts, many of whom had
reached the same conclusion: living to 120 is the natural life span for humans. In The 120 Club -
Living the Good Life for 120 Years Phil Rose presents his Ten Wisdoms for living a balanced and
rational life. His ideas stand in contrast to much of what is out of balance in our world. In addition to
the more widely accepted and discussed areas of nutritional supplements, diet, and exercise, Phil
Roses program of ten wisdoms includes an in-depth analysis of: Learning effective and practical
ways to reduce stress and heal emotional hurts. Managing money and finding meaningful work.
Living outside the box through personal creativity and play. Enjoying the rewards and inner peace of
an authentic spiritual life. Participating in the essential healing powers of Mother Earth. Gaining and
keeping long time friendships alive. Using alternative healers and Western doctors to repair and
heal the body. Experiencing personal power to transform the world. The 120 Club Living the Good
Life for 120 Years is not a quick-fix book but one that is meant to accompany you over a lifetime.
There is no pre-requisite to join The 120 Club other than the total and joyful decision to transform
your now long and healthy life. The 120 Club is THE survival manual for this century Bob Bodgan
Professor of Sociology and Education Syracuse University There are books aplenty that urge us to fix
the world and as many that guide us in healing the body and soul. In these pages Phil Rose wisely
shows that to be fully alive is to be fully engaged spiritually, politically, and personally. Read on, live
well, live long. Jack Manno Executive Director of the Great Lakes Research Consortium and author
of Privileged Goods.
  medicine that makes you happy: Mind, Make-Believe and Medicine Richard Rasker,
2023-05-09 This book delves into the world of alternative medicine and related phenomena in
several different ways, both from a scientific perspective and the perspective of supporters and
practitioners of those phenomena. An attempt is made to explain not only what those perspectives
are, but also why they are often so radically different. Why do lots of people believe things that other
people don't? To find answers, we don't just examine the things people believe in or not, but also
human traits in thinking, reasoning and belief.
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