medical sociology william cockerham 15th edition

medical sociology william cockerham 15th edition is a comprehensive and authoritative resource that
explores the intricate relationship between society and health. This edition builds on previous versions by
incorporating contemporary research, updated sociological theories, and new insights into health disparities,
social determinants of health, and healthcare systems. William Cockerham, a renowned sociologist, presents
medical sociology in a clear, accessible manner, making complex concepts understandable for students and
professionals alike. The 15th edition is particularly notable for its integration of global perspectives, the
impact of technology on healthcare, and the evolving roles of medical institutions. This article will delve
into the key themes, structure, and significance of the 15th edition, highlighting its contribution to the field
of medical sociology. Readers will gain an understanding of how this edition addresses critical issues such as
social inequality, health behavior, and the sociology of mental health, providing a valuable tool for academic

and practical applications.
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Overview of Medical Sociology in the 15th Edition

The 15th edition of medical sociology william cockerham offers an updated and expansive overview of the
field, reflecting recent developments in healthcare and sociological research. Medical sociology examines
how social factors influence health, illness, and healthcare delivery. This edition emphasizes the dynamic
interaction between social structures and individual health outcomes, providing a multidimensional

perspective that incorporates both micro and macro sociological analyses.

By integrating empirical data and sociological theory, the 15th edition addresses critical questions about
health disparities, medicalization, and the social construction of illness. It also introduces readers to emerging
topics such as the role of digital health technologies and globalization in shaping health experiences. This
comprehensive treatment ensures that students and scholars understand the complexity of health within a

social context.



Historical Context and Evolution

The book situates medical sociology within its historical framework, tracing its evolution from the early
20th century to contemporary times. It highlights how sociologists have contributed to understanding
health beyond biological factors, focusing on social determinants such as class, race, gender, and

environment.

Interdisciplinary Connections

The 15th edition underscores the interdisciplinary nature of medical sociology, linking it with public
health, psychology, anthropology, and healthcare policy. This holistic approach broadens the scope of

analysis and enhances the applicability of sociological insights to real-world health challenges.

Key Themes and Concepts Explored

The medical sociology william cockerham 15th edition covers a wide range of themes essential to
understanding health in society. These themes provide a framework for analyzing how social factors shape

health behaviors, outcomes, and healthcare systems.

Social Determinants of Health

A central focus of the 15th edition is the examination of social determinants such as socioeconomic status,
education, ethnicity, and neighborhood conditions. These factors are explored in depth to illustrate their

profound impact on individual and population health.

Health Disparities and Inequality

The book addresses persistent health inequalities across different social groups, emphasizing the structural

causes and consequences of unequal access to healthcare and differential exposure to health risks.

Medicalization and Social Construction of Illness

Cockerham discusses the process of medicalization, where non-medical problems become defined and
treated as medical issues. This theme also includes the sociological analysis of how illnesses are socially

constructed and the implications for patients and healthcare providers.



Health Behavior and Lifestyle

The edition highlights the role of individual behavior and lifestyle choices in health outcomes, considering

how social environments influence behaviors such as diet, exercise, smoking, and substance use.

Globalization and Health

Contemporary health issues are framed within the context of globalization, including the spread of diseases,

international health policies, and the global healthcare workforce.

William Cockerham’s Contributions and Approach

William Cockerham is a leading figure in medical sociology, known for his clear writing style and ability
to synthesize complex sociological theories with empirical research. The 15th edition continues his tradition

of making medical sociology accessible and relevant.

Theoretical Frameworks

Cockerham integrates classical and contemporary sociological theories to explain health phenomena,
including structural functionalism, conflict theory, symbolic interactionism, and feminist perspectives. His

balanced approach allows readers to appreciate multiple viewpoints.

Empirical Research Integration

The book is grounded in up-to-date empirical studies, demonstrating the application of sociological methods
in researching health issues. This research integration enhances the credibility and educational value of the

text.

Pedagogical Features

The 15th edition includes numerous features designed to aid learning, such as chapter summaries,

discussion questions, and case studies. These elements facilitate critical thinking and practical understanding.

Structure and Organization of the Book

The 15th edition is systematically organized to guide readers through foundational concepts to advanced

topics in medical sociology. This structure supports a progressive learning experience.



Introductory Chapters

The initial chapters introduce the discipline of medical sociology, its history, and core concepts, providing a

solid foundation for further study.

Core Content Sections

The main body of the book is divided into thematic sections covering social determinants, health behaviors,

healthcare systems, and global health, each elaborated with detailed examples and research findings.

Supplementary Materials

The book often includes summaries, glossaries, and references to enhance comprehension and encourage

further exploration of topics.

Applications and Relevance in Contemporary Sociology

The medical sociology william cockerham 15th edition remains highly relevant for students, researchers,
and practitioners seeking to understand the social dimensions of health. Its comprehensive approach equips

readers to analyze health issues in diverse social contexts.

Policy Implications

The insights provided in the book inform health policy development by highlighting the social causes of

health problems and the need for equitable healthcare access.

Healthcare Practice

Medical professionals can benefit from the sociological perspectives offered, improving patient care through

awareness of social influences on health.

Future Directions in Medical Sociology

The edition points to emerging areas of research such as digital health, aging populations, and the impact of

climate change on health, indicating the field’s evolving nature.



Key Benefits of Studying this Edition

Comprehensive coverage of medical sociology topics

Balanced integration of theory and research

¢ Focus on social determinants and health inequalities

Inclusion of global and contemporary health issues

Educational tools to enhance learning and application

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main topics covered in Medical Sociology by William
Cockerham, 15th edition?

The 15th edition of Medical Sociology by William Cockerham covers topics such as the social determinants
of health, health care systems, illness behavior, social epidemiology, health disparities, health policy, and the
sociology of aging and death.

How does William Cockerham's 15th edition address the impact of
COVID-19 on health and society?

The 15th edition includes updated content on the COVID-19 pandemic, discussing its social implications,
health disparities exposed by the crisis, the role of public health responses, and the impact on health care

systems globally.

Does the 15th edition of Medical Sociology by William Cockerham

include new research or case studies?

Yes, the 15th edition incorporates recent research findings and contemporary case studies to illustrate key

concepts in medical sociology, reflecting current trends and issues in health and society.

How is health inequality explored in William Cockerham's Medical



Sociology 15th edition?

Health inequality is explored through the lens of social determinants such as socioeconomic status, race,

gender, and environment, emphasizing how these factors contribute to disparities in health outcomes.

What pedagogical features does the 15th edition of Medical Sociology by

Cockerham offer for students?

The book includes features such as chapter summaries, discussion questions, key terms, real-world

examples, and online resources to enhance student engagement and understanding.

How does William Cockerham integrate sociological theories in the 15th
edition of Medical Sociology?

Cockerham integrates various sociological theories including structural functionalism, conflict theory,

symbolic interactionism, and social constructionism to analyze health, illness, and health care systems.

Is the 15th edition of Medical Sociology by William Cockerham suitable
for both undergraduate and graduate students?

Yes, the 15th edition is designed to be accessible for undergraduate students while also providing depth and

critical analysis suitable for graduate-level courses.

Where can I find supplementary materials for Medical Sociology 15th
edition by William Cockerham?

Supplementary materials such as instructor resources, PowerPoint slides, and study guides are often

available through the publisher’s website or academic platforms associated with the textbook.

Additional Resources

1. Medical Sociology by William Cockerham (15th Edition)

This comprehensive textbook explores the social causes and consequences of health and illness. Cockerham
integrates classical and contemporary sociological theories to analyze health care systems, health disparities,
and the social behavior of patients and providers. The 15th edition offers updated research and new

chapters on global health issues and medical technology.

2. Health and Society: A Sociological Introduction by William Cockerham
This book provides an accessible introduction to the key concepts and issues in medical sociology. It covers

topics such as social determinants of health, illness behavior, and the organization of health services. The



text is well-suited for students new to the field, offering clear explanations and relevant case studies.

3. Sociology of Health and lllness by Sarah Nettleton
Nettleton’s work delves into the social dimensions of health, illness, and healthcare delivery. It covers
themes like medicalization, patient experience, and health inequalities. The book is recognized for its

critical perspective on contemporary health issues and sociological approaches.

4. The Social Transformation of American Medicine by Paul Starr
This Pulitzer Prize-winning book traces the historical development of the American medical system and its
social implications. Starr examines the professionalization of medicine, the rise of hospitals, and the impact of

health policies. It is a foundational text for understanding the interplay between medicine and society.

5. lliness as Metaphor and AIDS and Its Metaphors by Susan Sontag
Sontag’s influential essays explore how metaphors shape societal perceptions of illness and patients. She
critiques the stigmatization and moral judgments attached to diseases like cancer and AIDS. This work is

essential for understanding the cultural context of illness narratives.

6. Health, llIness, and Medicine: A Critical Sociological Perspective by Rose Weitz
This book offers a critical examination of the social construction of health and illness. Weitz discusses how
power, inequality, and culture influence medical knowledge and health practices. The text includes

discussions on gender, race, and class in relation to health.

7. Social Epidemiology by Lisa F. Berkman and Ichiro Kawachi
Focusing on the social determinants of health, this book links epidemiology and sociology to explain health
disparities. It presents empirical research on how social environments affect health outcomes. The text is

valuable for readers interested in public health and social science integration.

8. Health Care in America: A History by John C. Burnham

Burnham provides a historical overview of the American health care system, emphasizing social and
political influences. The book covers the evolution of medical institutions, health insurance, and
government policies. It helps contextualize current health care debates within a broader sociological

framework.

9. The Patient'’s Role in Medical Sociology edited by Renee Fox and Judith Swazey
This collection of essays highlights the experiences and agency of patients within the health care system. It
examines doctor-patient relationships, patient activism, and the social construction of illness. The volume

contributes to understanding how patients shape and are shaped by medical practice.
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medical sociology william cockerham 15th edition: Medical Sociology William C.
Cockerham, 2021 The most comprehensive textbook available on its topic, this classic book's
principal goal has been to introduce students to medical sociology and serve as a reference for
faculty. This new edition is heavily revised with updated data and important new additions.

medical sociology william cockerham 15th edition: Medical Sociology William C.
Cockerham, 2021-09-30 The most comprehensive major academic textbook available on its topic,
this classic text presents the most important research studies in the field. The author integrates
engaging first-person accounts from patients, physicians, and other health care providers
throughout the text. Since its inception, this book's principal goal has been to introduce students to
the field of medical sociology and serve as a reference for faculty by presenting the most current
ideas, issues, concepts, themes, theories, and research findings in the field. This new edition is
heavily revised with updated data and important new additions. New to this edition: A contemporary
account of medical sociology’s subfields (Chapter 1) New chapter on COVID-19 (Chapter 3) Update
on the widening gap in life expectancy between the rich and the poor (Chapter 4) New chapter on
gender and health, including the convergence of life expectancy between men and women and its
reversal during the COVID-19 pandemic (Chapter 5) Updated chapter on aging and expanded
discussion of health and race (Chapter 6) New developments in doctor-patient interaction, including
telemedicine (Chapter 10) The survival of the Affordable Care Act (Chapter 16)

medical sociology william cockerham 15th edition: The New Blackwell Companion to
Medical Sociology William C. Cockerham, 2016-09-26 An authoritative, topical, and comprehensive
reference to the key concepts and most important traditional and contemporary issues in medical
sociology. Contains 35 chapters by recognized experts in the field, both established and rising young
scholars Covers standard topics in the field as well as new and engaging issues such as bioterrorism,
bioethics, and infectious disease Chapters are thematically arranged to cover the major issues of the
sub-discipline Global range of contributors and an international perspective

medical sociology william cockerham 15th edition: The Wiley Blackwell Companion to
Medical Sociology William C. Cockerham, 2025-01-21 THE WILEY BLACKWELL COMPANION TO
Medical Sociology The Wiley Blackwell Companion to Medical Sociology is an authoritative overview
of the most recent research, major theoretical approaches, and central issues and debates within the
field. Bringing together contributions from an international team of leading scholars, this
wide-ranging volume summarizes significant new developments and discusses a broad range of
globally-relevant topics. The Companion’s twenty-eight chapters contain timely,
theoretically-informed coverage of the coronavirus pandemic and emerging diseases, bioethics,
healthcare delivery systems, health disparities associated with migration, social class, gender, and
race. It also explores mental health, the family, religion, and many other real-world health concerns.
The most up-to-date and comprehensive single-volume reference on the key concepts and
contemporary issues in medical sociology, this book: Presents thematically-organized essays by
authors who are recognized experts in their fields Features new chapters reflecting state-of-the-art
research and contemporary issues relevant to global health Covers vital topics such as current
bioethical debates and the global effort to cope with the coronavirus pandemic Discusses the
important relationship between culture and health in a global context Provide fresh perspectives on
the sociology of the body, biomedicalization, health lifestyle theory, doctor-patient relations, and
social capital and health The Wiley Blackwell Companion to Medical Sociology is essential reading
for advanced undergraduate and graduate students in medical sociology, health studies, and health
care, as well as for academics, researchers, and practitioners wanting to keep pace with new
developments in the field.
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medical sociology william cockerham 15th edition: Sociological Theories of Health and
Illness William C Cockerham, 2020-07-09 Sociological Theories of Health and Illness reviews the
evolution of theory in medical sociology beginning with the field’s origins in medicine and extending
to its present-day standing as a major sociological subdiscipline. Sociological theory has an
especially important role in the practice of medical sociology because its theories distinguish the
subdiscipline from virtually all other scientific fields engaged in the study of health and illness. The
focus is on contemporary theory because it applies to contemporary conditions; however, since
theory in sociology is often grounded in historical precedents and classical foundations, this material
is likewise included as it relates to medical sociology today. This book focuses on the most commonly
used sociological theories in the study of health and illness, illustrating their utility in current
examples of empirical research on a wide range of topics. The qualitative or quantitative research
methods applicable to specific theories are also covered. Distinctions between macro and micro-level
levels of analysis and the relevance of the agency-structure dichotomy inherent in all theories in
sociology are discussed. Beginning with classical theory (Durkheim, Weber, and Marx) and the
neglected founders (Gilman, Martineau, and DuBois), along with symbolic interaction (Mead,
Strauss) and labeling theory (Becker), and poststructuralism and postmodernism (Foucault),
coverage is extended to contemporary medical sociology. Discussion of the stress process model
(Pearlin) is followed by the social construction of gender and race and intersectionality theory
(Collins), health lifestyle theory (Cockerham), life course theory (Elder), fundamental cause theory
(Link and Phelan), and theories of the medical profession (Freidson), medicalization and
biomedicalization (Conrad, Clarke), and social capital (Bourdieu, Putnam, and Lin).

medical sociology william cockerham 15th edition: The Blackwell Companion to Medical
Sociology William C. Cockerham, 2008-05-12 The Blackwell Companion to Medical Sociology is a
comprehensive collection of twenty-six original essays by leading medical sociologists from all over
the world. The articles are organized both topically and by region to provide thorough coverage of
the concerns, issues, and future directions of the discipline. This invaluable resource is the most
informed, complete, and up-to-date reference on transnational medical sociology available today.
Covers both substantive areas in medical sociology and regional perspectives located in the
Americas, Europe, the Middle East, Asia, and Africa First comparative perspective to provide a
comprehensive view of the field

medical sociology william cockerham 15th edition: The Sociology of Health and
Medicine Ellen Annandale, 2025-09-04 Highly Commended - BMA Medical Awards 2015: Health
and Social Care The fully revised edition of this highly respected textbook addresses the most
important theoretical and empirical debates in the sociology of health and medicine. Chapter by
chapter the book examines important issues such as the complexities surrounding health and
identity, health inequalities, and the organization and provision of health care. A particular strength
of the book is its careful attention to theoretical developments in the field. The second edition has
been rigorously updated to take account of recent theories and evidence in medical sociology. New
to this edition are discussions of globalization, individualization, medicalization, new medical
technologies and the sociology of the body. The new edition also looks in detail at recent social
change and hotly debated explanations for the patterning of health by socioeconomic status, gender
and ethnicity. In addition, it examines developments in contemporary health care, including the
reconceptualization of patients as consumers. The result is a text that will be of interest to
upper-level undergraduates and postgraduate students in sociology and social policy, as well as
students of the allied health professions looking for an in-depth and forward-thinking introduction to
medical sociology.

medical sociology william cockerham 15th edition: The Social Causes of Health and
Disease William C. Cockerham, 2021-01-28 This stimulating book has become a go-to text for
understanding the role that social factors play in the experience of health and many diseases. This
extensively revised and updated third edition offers the most compelling case yet that stress,
poverty, unhealthy lifestyles, and unpleasant living and working conditions can all be directly




associated with illness. The book continues to build on the paradigm shift that has been emerging in
twenty-first-century medical sociology, which looks beyond individual explanations for health and
disease. As the field has headed toward a fundamentally different orientation, William Cockerham’s
work has been at the forefront of these changes, and he here marshals evidence and theory for those
seeking a clear and authoritative guide to the realities of the social determinants of health. Of
particular note in the latest edition is new material on the relationship between gender and health,
implications of the life course for health behavior, the health effects of social capital, and the
emergence of COVID-19. This engaging introduction to social epidemiology will be indispensable
reading for all students and scholars of medical sociology, especially those with the courage to
confront the possibility that society really does make people sick.

medical sociology william cockerham 15th edition: Gesundheit und Krankheit in der BRD
und den USA / Health and illness in America and Germany Guenter Lueschen, 2016-11-07 No
detailed description available for Gesundheit und Krankheit in der BRD und den USA / Health and
illness in America and Germany.

medical sociology william cockerham 15th edition: Current Catalog National Library of
Medicine (U.S.), 1992 First multi-year cumulation covers six years: 1965-70.

medical sociology william cockerham 15th edition: Our Social World Dr Jeanne H
Ballantine, Keith A. Roberts, 2011-04-25 The Third Edition of Our Social World: Introduction to
Sociology is truly a coherent textbook that inspires students to develop their sociological
imaginations, to see the world and personal events from a new perspective, and to confront
sociological issues on a day-to-day basis. Key Features: * Offers a strong global focus: A global
perspective is integrated into each chapter to encourage students to think of global society as a
logical extension of their own micro world. * Illustrates the practical side of sociology: Boxes
highlight careers and volunteer opportunities for those with a background in sociology as well as
policy issues that sociologists influence. * Encourages critical thinking: Provides various research
strategies and illustrates concrete examples of the method being used to help students develop a
more sophisticated epistemology. * Presents The Social World Model in each chapter: This
visually-compelling organizing framework opens each chapter and helps students understand the
interrelatedness of core concepts. New to the Third Edition: * Thirty new boxed features, including
the innovative 'Engaging Sociology' and 'Applied Sociologists at Work' features * Three substantially
reorganised chapters (2. Examining the Social World, 3. Society and Culture, and 13. Politics and
Economics) * 315 entirely new references and 120 new photos.

medical sociology william cockerham 15th edition: Schools and Society Jeanne H.
Ballantine, Joan Z. Spade, 2011-04-04 Offering a wide array of theoretical perspectives and methods,
a broad range of resources, and both classic and contemporary studies, this fully updated Fourth
Edition uses the open systems approach to provide readers with a framework for understanding and
analyzing the book's disparate topics. Edited by Jeanne H. Ballantine and Joan Z. Spade, both of
whom actively teach Sociology of Education courses, this text includes dozens of readable articles
that illustrate major concepts and theoretical perspectives in the field.

medical sociology william cockerham 15th edition: Our Social World Jeanne H.
Ballantine, Keith A. Roberts, 2009-11-20 Our Social World: Introduction to Sociology, Brief Edition
introduces the discipline of sociology to the contemporary student and provides an integrated,
comprehensible framework from which to view the world in a concise format. In each chapter,
authors Jeanne H. Ballantine and Keith A. Roberts provide an organizing theme that is not
exclusively tied to one theoretical paradigm to help students see relationships between topics. Our
Social World presents the perspective of students living in the larger global world. Features of this
brief edition: - Offers a strong global focus: A global perspective is integrated into each chapter to
encourage students to think of global society as a logical extension of their own micro world. - Deep
Learning Approach: Encourages Students to think critically about the social World - Presents The
Social World Model in each chapter: This organizing framework helps students understand the
interrelatedness of core concepts.



medical sociology william cockerham 15th edition: National Library of Medicine
Current Catalog National Library of Medicine (U.S.),

medical sociology william cockerham 15th edition: Sociomedical Perspectives on
Patient Care Jeffrey Michael Clair, Richard M. Allman, 2014-10-17 Social change has placed new
demands on the practice of medicine, altering almost every aspect of patient care relationships. Just
as medicine was encouraged to embrace the biological sciences some 100 years ago, recent
directives indicate the importance of the social sciences in understanding biomedical practice.
Humanistic challenges call for changes in curative and technological imperatives. In this book, social
scientists contribute to such challenges by using social evidence to indicate appropriate new goals
for health care in a changing environment. This book was designed to stimulate and challenge all
those concerned with the human interactions that constitute medical practice. To encompass a wide
range of topics, the authors include researchers; practicing physicians from the specialties of family,
general, geriatric, pediatric, and oncological medicine; social and behavioral scientists; and public
health representatives. Cutting across disciplinary boundaries, they explore the ethical, economic,
and social aspects of patient care. These essays draw on past studies of the patient-doctor
relationship and generate new and important questions. They address social behavior in patient care
as a way to approach theoretical issues pertinent to the social and medical sciences. The authors
also use social variables to study patient care and suggest new areas of sociomedical inquiry and
new approaches to medical practice, education, and research. Its cross-disciplinary approach and
jargon-free writing make this book an important and accessible tool for physician, scholar, and
student.

medical sociology william cockerham 15th edition: Sociology in Today's World Brian
Furze, Cengage Learning Australia, Pauline Savy, 2014 Sociology in Today's World explores why
sociology is important and relevant to everyday life. It teaches students how to think sociologically,
not just what to think, and shows how sociology can help us make sense of our lives. It
comprehensively covers key aspects and current issues in Australian and New Zealand society,
whilst emphasising the importance of diversity and a global perspective.

medical sociology william cockerham 15th edition: Understanding Self-help/mutual Aid
Thomasina Borkman, 1999 Self-help groups have encountered fierce criticism as places where
individuals join to share personal problems and to engage in therapeutic intervention without the aid
of skilled professionals. These groups have flourished since the 1970s and continue to serve more
people than professional therapy. Yet these groups have been criticized as fostering a culture of
whiners and victims, and not using professional help as needed. Thomasina Jo Borkman debunks this
commonly held assessment, and also examines the reasons for these groups' enduring popularity
since the 1960s--more people attend these meetings (word?) than see professional therapists. What
accounts for their success and popularity? Understanding Self-Help / Mutual-Aid Groups is the first
book to describe three stages of individual and group evolution that is part of this organization's
very structure; it also reconceptualizes participants' interactions with professionals. The group as a
whole, Borkman posits, draws on the life experiences of its membes to foster nurturing, support, and
transformation through a circle of sharing. Groups create more positive and less stigmatizing
meaning perspectives of the members' problems than is available from professionals or lay folk
culture.

medical sociology william cockerham 15th edition: Institutions Unbound David Brunsma,
Keri Iyall Smith, Brian Gran, 2016-03-02 Institutions--like education, family, medicine, culture, and
law--, are powerful social structures shaping how we live together. As members of society we daily
express our adherence to norms and values of institutions as we consciously and unconsciously
reject and challenge them. Our everyday experiences with institutions not only shape our
connections with one another, they can reinforce our binding to the status quo as we struggle to
produce social change. Institutions can help us do human rights. Institutions that bridge
nation-states can offer resources, including norms, to advance human rights. These institutions can
serve as touch stones to changing minds and confronting human rights violations. Institutions can



also prevent us from doing human rights. We create institutions, but institutions can be difficult to
change. Institutions can weaken, if not outright prevent, human rights establishment and
implementation. To release human rights from their institutional bindings, sociologists must solve
riddles of how institutions work and determine social life. This book is a step forward in identifying
means by which we can loosen human rights from institutional constraints.

medical sociology william cockerham 15th edition: Power, Politics, and Society Betty A
Dobratz, 2015-10-14 Power, Politics & Society: An Introduction to Political Sociology discusses how
sociologists have organized the study of politics into conceptual frameworks, and how each of these
frameworks foster a sociological perspective on power and politics in society. This includes
discussing how these frameworks can be applied to understanding current issues and other real life
aspects of politics. The authors connect with students by engaging them in activities where they
complete their own applications of theory, hypothesis testing, and forms of inquiry.

medical sociology william cockerham 15th edition: Health and Health Care Concerns
among Women and Racial and Ethnic Minorities Jennie Jacobs Kronenfeld, 2017-08-31 This
volume covers macro- and micro-level issues involving health and health care concerns for women,
and racial and ethnic minorities. The book includes an examination of health and health care issues
of patients/providers of care especially those related to concerns for women and for racial and ethnic
minorities in different countries.
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