medicine for dog uti over the counter

medicine for dog uti over the counter is a common concern for many pet owners seeking quick and
effective relief for their dogs suffering from urinary tract infections (UTIs). While UTIs in dogs can cause
significant discomfort and health complications, understanding the available treatment options, including
over-the-counter remedies, is essential. This article explores the nature of dog UTIs, the efficacy and safety
of over-the-counter medicines, and the best practices for managing and preventing these infections.
Additionally, it highlights signs to watch for and when veterinary intervention is necessary. Whether
looking for natural supplements or symptomatic relief, this guide provides comprehensive insights into

medicine for dog UTI over the counter, offering practical advice for responsible pet care.

Understanding Dog Urinary Tract Infections (UT]Is)

Common Over-the-Counter Medicines for Dog UTI

Effectiveness and Safety of Over-the-Counter Treatments

Signs and Symptoms That Require Veterinary Care

Preventive Measures and Best Practices

Understanding Dog Urinary Tract Infections (UTIs)

Urinary tract infections in dogs occur when bacteria invade any part of the urinary system, including the
bladder, urethra, or kidneys. UTIs are relatively common in dogs and can affect pets of all ages and breeds.
The infection often results in inflammation and discomfort, leading to symptoms such as frequent urination,
blood in the urine, and increased licking of the genital area. Recognizing the underlying causes and risk

factors is critical for effective management and treatment.

Causes and Risk Factors of Dog UTIs

Several factors can contribute to the development of UTIs in dogs. These include bacterial contamination
from the external environment, underlying health conditions like diabetes or bladder stones, and
anatomical predispositions. Female dogs are generally more susceptible due to their shorter urethra, which
facilitates easier bacterial entry. Additionally, older dogs and those with compromised immune systems are

at higher risk of recurrent infections.



Diagnosis of UTIs in Dogs

Accurate diagnosis is vital before starting any treatment, including over-the-counter remedies. A
veterinarian typically performs a urinalysis and urine culture to identify the presence and type of bacteria
causing the infection. This ensures the selected medicine targets the specific bacteria effectively. Self-

diagnosing and treating without confirmation can lead to incomplete treatment and resistance issues.

Common Over-the-Counter Medicines for Dog UTI

Various over-the-counter products claim to support urinary tract health in dogs or to provide symptomatic
relief during a UTI. These products range from natural supplements to antiseptic agents. Understanding

the options helps pet owners make informed decisions about their dog’s care.

Natural Supplements and Herbal Remedies

Many over-the-counter options focus on herbal and natural ingredients believed to promote urinary tract

health and reduce bacterial growth. Common supplements include:

Cranberry Extract: Known for preventing bacteria from adhering to the bladder lining.

e D-Mannose: A sugar that can inhibit bacterial colonization.

Probiotics: Support a healthy balance of bacteria in the urinary tract.

Marshmallow Root and Uva Ursi: Herbal ingredients with soothing and antibacterial properties.

These supplements are often used as adjuncts to veterinary treatment or for mild cases but should be

administered under guidance to ensure safety and efficacy.

Over-the-Counter Urinary Health Aids

Some pet pharmacies offer OTC urinary health products formulated to maintain bladder health and prevent
infection. These products may contain vitamins, minerals, and antioxidants that support urinary tract
function. It's important to note that these aids do not replace antibiotic therapy when a bacterial infection is

present but can be beneficial for ongoing maintenance.



Effectiveness and Safety of Over-the-Counter Treatments

‘When considering medicine for dog UTI over the counter, it is essential to evaluate their effectiveness and
safety. Unlike prescription antibiotics, OTC treatments are generally not designed to cure bacterial

infections but to support urinary health or provide mild symptomatic relief.

Limitations of Over-the-Counter Medicines

Over-the-counter remedies often lack the potency required to eradicate bacterial infections completely.
Without proper antibiotic treatment, a UTI can worsen or lead to complications such as kidney infections.
Additionally, the quality and concentration of active ingredients in OTC products can vary, impacting their

efficacy.

Risks and Potential Side Effects

While generally safe, some natural supplements may cause side effects or interact with other medications.
Overuse or incorrect dosing can lead to gastrointestinal upset or allergic reactions. Therefore, it is crucial to
use these products under veterinary supervision and avoid replacing prescribed antibiotics with OTC

options without professional advice.

Signs and Symptoms That Require Veterinary Care

Recognizing when to seek professional veterinary care is critical in managing dog UTIs. While some mild
symptoms may prompt owners to try over-the-counter remedies initially, persistent or severe signs

warrant immediate examination and treatment.

Common Symptoms Indicating a UTI

Symptoms that suggest a possible urinary tract infection include:

Frequent or urgent urination

Straining or discomfort while urinating

Blood or cloudiness in the urine

Excessive licking of the genital area

Foul-smelling urine



e Increased accidents inside the house

e Signs of pain, lethargy, or fever

When to Consult a Veterinarian

If any of the above symptoms persist for more than 24 to 48 hours, worsen, or if the dog shows signs of
systemic illness such as vomiting or loss of appetite, immediate veterinary attention is necessary. A
veterinarian can prescribe appropriate antibiotics and conduct tests to prevent complications and ensure full

recovery.

Preventive Measures and Best Practices

Prevention is a key strategy in reducing the incidence of UTIs in dogs. Implementing appropriate
hygiene, dietary, and environmental practices can support urinary tract health and minimize the need for

medicine for dog UTI over the counter.

Diet and Hydration

Maintaining adequate hydration helps flush bacteria from the urinary tract. Feeding a balanced diet that
supports urinary health can also reduce the risk of infections. Some commercial diets are formulated

specifically for urinary tract support and may be recommended by veterinarians for at-risk dogs.

Hygiene and Environmental Factors

Regular grooming and cleaning of the genital area, along with providing clean bedding and eliminating
exposure to irritants, help prevent bacterial colonization. Ensuring frequent bathroom breaks and avoiding

holding urine for extended periods are also important preventative measures.

Regular Veterinary Checkups

Routine veterinary examinations enable early detection and management of urinary tract issues before
they develop into infections. This is especially critical for dogs with previous UTI history or underlying

health conditions.



1. Monitor your dog for early signs of urinary discomfort.

2. Maintain consistent hydration and a urinary-friendly diet.

3. Use over-the-counter supplements as supportive care, not primary treatment.
4. Seek veterinary advice promptly for persistent or severe symptoms.

5. Follow prescribed antibiotic courses thoroughly when infection is confirmed.

Frequently Asked Questions

Can I buy medicine for a dog UTI over the counter?

Most antibiotics for treating dog urinary tract infections (UTIs) require a prescription from a veterinarian.

Over-the-counter options are generally limited to supportive care products but not antibiotics.

Are there any effective over-the-counter remedies for dog UTIs?

Some over-the-counter supplements, such as cranberry extract, D-mannose, and probiotics, may help
support urinary tract health, but they are not a substitute for veterinary-prescribed antibiotics when a UTI

is confirmed.

What symptoms indicate my dog might have a UTI?

Common symptoms include frequent urination, straining to urinate, blood in the urine, urinating in

inappropriate places, licking the genital area excessively, and signs of discomfort.

Is it safe to give human UTI medicine to my dog?

No, it is not safe. Human UTI medications can have different dosages and ingredients that may be harmful

to dogs. Always consult a veterinarian before giving any medication.

How do veterinarians typically treat dog UTIs?

Veterinarians usually diagnose a UTI with a urine test and prescribe antibiotics tailored to the infection.

They may also recommend supportive care such as increased water intake and dietary adjustments.



Can cranberry supplements help prevent UTIs in dogs?

Cranberry supplements may help reduce the risk of UTIs by preventing bacteria from adhering to the
urinary tract lining, but evidence in dogs is limited. They should be used as a preventive measure, not a

treatment.

What over-the-counter products can support my dog's urinary health?

Products containing probiotics, D-mannose, and certain herbal blends are available over the counter and

may support urinary tract health, but they do not replace veterinary care for active infections.

When should I see a vet instead of using over-the-counter remedies for a
dog UTI?

If your dog shows symptoms like frequent or painful urination, blood in the urine, or lethargy, you should

see a vet promptly. UTIs can worsen without proper antibiotic treatment.

Are there any risks in delaying veterinary treatment for a dog UTI by

using over-the-counter medicine?

Yes, delaying proper treatment can lead to more severe infections, kidney damage, or systemic illness.

Over-the-counter products are not a substitute for prescribed antibiotics when a UTI is present.

Additional Resources

1. Natural Remedies for Dog Urinary Tract Infections

This book explores various over-the-counter and natural treatment options for managing urinary tract
infections in dogs. It covers herbal supplements, dietary changes, and home care strategies to support your
pet’s urinary health. The guide emphasizes safe and effective alternatives to antibiotics, helping pet owners

make informed choices.

2. Understanding Canine Urinary Health: Prevention and Treatment

A comprehensive guide to maintaining your dog’s urinary tract health, including common causes of UTIs
and how to prevent them. The book details symptoms, diagnosis, and over-the-counter remedies that can
be used alongside veterinary advice. It also discusses lifestyle changes and hygiene practices to reduce

infection risk.

3. Over-the-Counter Solutions for Dog UTIs: What Works?
This practical book reviews the most popular over-the-counter products designed to alleviate symptoms of
urinary tract infections in dogs. It provides an evaluation of their effectiveness, safety, and proper usage.

Pet owners will find useful tips for selecting and administering these remedies at home.



4. Holistic Approaches to Treating Dog Urinary Tract Infections

Focusing on holistic and integrative medicine, this book offers insights into treating dog UTIs with over-
the-counter supplements, dietary adjustments, and lifestyle modifications. It highlights the importance of
supporting the immune system and restoring urinary tract balance. Case studies illustrate successful non-

prescription treatment plans.

5. Managing Canine UTIs: A Guide for Pet Owners

Designed for dog owners, this book explains the causes, symptoms, and treatment options for urinary tract
infections, including over-the-counter remedies. It provides step-by-step advice on monitoring your dog’s
condition and when to seek veterinary care. The guide also includes tips for preventing recurrent

infections.

6. Essential Vitamins and Supplements for Dog Urinary Health
This title details the role of vitamins, minerals, and supplements that can be purchased over the counter to
support dogs with urinary tract issues. It explains how these nutrients help reduce inflammation, fight

infection, and promote healing. The book includes dosage recommendations and safety considerations.

7. DIY Care for Dog UTIs: Home Treatments and OTC Options
A hands-on manual for dog owners interested in managing mild urinary tract infections using home
treatments and over-the-counter products. The book covers proper hygiene, hydration strategies, and safe

herbal remedies. It stresses the importance of monitoring symptoms and consulting a vet when necessary.

8. Preventing and Treating Dog Urinary Tract Infections Naturally

This book focuses on natural prevention and treatment methods for canine UTIs without immediate
reliance on prescription medications. It examines dietary factors, herbal supplements, and environmental
changes that support urinary health. Readers learn how to identify early signs and take prompt action with

OTC options.

9. The Complete Guide to Canine Urinary Tract Care

An all-encompassing resource that covers anatomy, common disorders, and treatment protocols for dog
urinary tract infections. It includes a section dedicated to over-the-counter remedies and how they fit into
comprehensive care plans. The guide is ideal for pet owners seeking to deepen their understanding of

canine urinary health.
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medicine for dog uti over the counter: Textbook of Veterinary Internal Medicine - eBook
Stephen ]J. Ettinger, Edward C. Feldman, 2010-02-02 Now in its 7th edition, this popular, must-have
text remains the only encyclopedic resource for veterinary internal medical problems. The
internationally acclaimed gold standard offers unparalleled coverage of pathophysiology, diagnosis,
and treatment of diseases affecting dogs and cats, as well as the latest information on the genome,
clinical genomics, euthanasia, innocent heart murmurs, hyperbaric medicine, home prepared and
raw diets, obesity, botulism, artificial pacing of the heart, cancer vaccines, and more. The 7th edition
combines the convenience of a two-volume printed textbook with the enhanced functionality of an
Expert Consult website that enables you to electronically search your entire book and study more
efficiently. With instant access to the most reliable information available, you’ll always be at the
forefront of veterinary care! Fully searchable online text provides fast, easy access to the most
reliable information in the field. More than 150 clinical algorithms throughout the text aid in
disease-identification and decision-making. Expanded online chapter content enhances your
understanding through additional text, illustrations, tables, and boxes. Hyperlinked client
information sheets streamline reference of specific conditions and enhance communication with
clients. Extensive online reference list directs you to full-text PubMed abstracts for additional
research. Thoroughly updated and expanded content, including 90 new chapters, addresses the
latest developments across the full spectrum of small animal care. Companion Expert Consult
website enhances your learning experience with the ability to search the entire electronic text
instantly, make notes, and highlight content for easy review. Expert Consult also gives you instant
access to: More than 150 procedural videos that guide you step-by-step through essential
procedures. An interactive drug formulary that makes it easier to find and cross-reference key drug
information. Audio files that help you identify heart abnormalities by their sound.

medicine for dog uti over the counter: Clinical Medicine of the Dog and Cat Michael
Schaer, Frederic P. Gaschen, 2016-06-08 Prior to publication of the first edition of Clinical Medicine
of the Dog and Cat, no other comprehensive small animal veterinary medicine book existed with a
comparable amount of relevant illustrated material. This new third edition continues and expands on
the revolutionary approach of the previous two editions, now including more than 1,850 highly
valuable clinical colour photographs, diagrams, and tables. The third edition of this book has been
completely revised and updated. The book is now divided into five color-coded sections - General
Approach, Disease of Specific Organ Systems, Multisystemic Disorders, Elements of Therapy and
Case Studies. As with the first and second editions of this book the overriding principle of succinct,
yet comprehensive text presented in a clear format with an abundance of good quality images
remains. Section I: General Approach is completely new and covers medical history and client
communication, and common clinical problems. Section II: Specific Organ Systems is organized by
body system with chapters structured in a systematic manner that include the definition for each
disorder, its causes, clinical features, differential diagnoses, diagnostic methodology, treatment and
prognosis, providing readers with easy access to important clinical information. New to this section
are chapters covering diseases of the oral cavity and teeth, approach to thoracic radiographs,
approach to abdominal radiographs, and disorders of hemostasis. Section III: Multisystemic
Disorders covers revised and updated chapters including clinical toxicology, infectious diseases, and
immunologic disorders. Section IV: Elements of Therapy covers therapies such as fluid therapy, pain
management, nutrition of the critically ill dog and cat and a new chapter on management of the
obese dog or cat. Section V: Case Studies includes over 25 case studies that enable the reader to
relate the knowledge gained in the book to clinical cases seen in practice. Written by board-certified
experts with several case contributions by clinicians in advanced phases of resident training, topics
were carefully selected to make this a valuable resource to the general practitioner and also to small
animal interns and veterinary students.

medicine for dog uti over the counter: Canine Internal Medicine Secrets E-Book Stan Rubin,
Anthony Carr, 2006-10-30 Part of the popular Secrets Series®, this new text provides essential,
practical information for reviewing canine internal medicine topics commonly encountered in clinical



situations. Organized by disorder type, it features numerous photos, a popular question-and-answer
format, and a detailed index that makes it easy to find information quickly. In 10 concise chapters,
expert contributors pose key questions and provide authoritative answers addressing the situations
that confront small animal veterinarians every day. - Authoritative coverage is provided by a team of
nationally recognized canine internal medicine experts. - All of the most important need to know
questions and answers are offered in the concise, proven format of the acclaimed Secrets Series. -
More than 65 superior-quality illustrations highlight key concepts. - A thorough, highly detailed
index provides quick and easy access to specific topics.

medicine for dog uti over the counter: Botanical Medicine for Women's Health E-Book Aviva
Romm, 2009-05-22 A comprehensive resource of medical and herbal interventions related to
women's health issues, Botanical Medicine for Women's Health provides a unique combination of
traditional and modern scientific data on herbal medicine. Written by Aviva Romm, MD, an
experienced herbalist, physician, and midwife, this guide blends a clinician-sensitive and
patient-centered approach to women's health issues. Coverage of menstrual health, fertility, breast
conditions, and more makes this an essential resource for everyday practice. Winner of the 2010
American Botanical Council's James A. Duke Excellence in Botanical Literature Award! - Expert
author Dr. Aviva Romm combines her experience as an herbalist, physician, and midwife for a fully
integrated approach to medical and botanical interventions. - Convenient organization begins with
herbal medicine and then covers health conditions organized chronologically by lifecycle help you
understand the relationship between herbal medicine and women's health. - Plant profiles include
principle uses, clinical indications, and safety information on the 10 most commonly used botanicals
for women's health. - Detailed illustrations and professional plant photographs enable you to identify
herbs visually as well as by substance make-up. - Specialized focus on women's health and botanical
medicine provides the specific information you need for treating women at any stage of life. -
Content on over 150 botanicals for over 35 different conditions make this a comprehensive resource
for current, evidence-based information. - Appendices on common botanical names, quick dose
reference charts, adverse interactions, and botanical medicine resources offer practical information
at a glance. - Over 30 expert contributors with a combination of practical experience as clinicians
and teachers provide a unique, clinically based perspective on botanical medicine. - Each chapter
follows a consistent format, particularly when it comes to presenting a health condition, and is 2-7
pages in length. The chapter coverage includes a definition of the condition, a brief discussion of the
incidence of the condition, the etiology, the pathophysiology, clinical manifestations, diagnosis
including relevant tests, suggested medical management, prevention and botanical treatment
strategies (including pertinent nutritional information typically prescribed by those using botanical
medicines when applicable).

medicine for dog uti over the counter: Journal of Special Operations Medicine , 2009

medicine for dog uti over the counter: Urology, An Issue of Veterinary Clinics of North
America: Small Animal Practice Joseph W. Bartges, 2015-10-26 Dr. Joseph Bartges has assembled
an expert panel of authors on the topic of Urology. Articles include: Urinalysis, Diagnostic imaging of
lower urinary tract disease, Cystoscopy, Interventional urology, Congenital lower urinary tract
diseases, Urinary tract infections, Feline idiopathic cystitis, Complementary and alternative
therapies for lower urinary tract diseases, and more!

medicine for dog uti over the counter: Infectious Diseases of the Dog and Cat Jane E.
Sykes, Craig E. Greene, 2011-11-15 - Expanded coverage of zoonoses, zoonotic potential, and
precautions helps you effectively monitor and treat zoonotic infections. - Fully updated drug
formulary reflects the most current pharmacokinetics, indications, contraindications, handling and
administration guidelines, and dosage recommendations available. - Updated content throughout the
text details current diagnostic testing regimens and therapeutic and preventive considerations for all
pathogens you're likely to encounter in the clinical setting. - Special focus on disease incidence and
susceptibility in traveling animals helps you alert animal owners to potential risks associated with
pet travel.



medicine for dog uti over the counter: Small Animal Internal Medicine - E-Book Richard
W. Nelson, C. Guillermo Couto, 2013-12-16 With hundreds of images and a practical clinical
emphasis, Small Animal Internal Medicine, 5th Edition helps you recognize, diagnose, and treat
common internal disorders and conditions. Clear, step-by-step guidelines thoroughly describe
commonly performed procedures. Hundreds of summary tables make it easy to look up clinical signs,
potential causes, drug information, and treatment modalities. This edition is updated with the latest
research findings for accurate diagnosis and management of small animal pathologies. Written by
veterinary clinicians Richard Nelson and C. Guillermo Couto, and joined by a team of expert
contributors, this text is a comprehensive, easy-to-read guide to solving internal medical challenges.
The many tables, decision trees, drawings and photos highlight the key points which make for a very
pleasant read. I bet that the previous edition of this major textbook is a bit dog-eared and so now is
the time to invest. ROI* guaranteed. (*Return On Investment) Reviewed by: Vet's Today Date: July
2014 As a reference textbook for use on a day-today basis I would highly recommend this book. It
lives up to its promises and really is a 'practical, easy-to-use, quick, clear and logical' text book for
practitioners and students alike. Reviewed by: Veterinary Record Date: June 2014 - A
problem-oriented approach begins with a discussion of clinical signs, diagnostic recommendations,
and techniques, and then moves on to therapeutic considerations and management. - Step-by-step
procedures provide an easy-to-follow description of each procedure. - Over 850 full-color
photographs and illustrations accurately depict specific disorders, diseases, and procedures. -
Color-coded summary tables and boxes make it quick and easy to look up clinical signs, etiology,
differential diagnoses, treatment, and recommended drug dosages and indications. - Knowledgeable
contributors are recognized experts in their respective internal medicine specialties, and known for
their clinical as well as academic and research expertise. - Practical algorithms promote
decision-making skills based on clinical findings. - Extensive cross-referencing makes it easy to
locate related information. - Suggested readings at the end of each chapter facilitate access to the
latest research findings. - NEW! Updated content on hundreds of internal medicine topics helps you
make the best diagnostic and treatment determinations. New coverage includes management of
heart failure, chronic mitral valve disease, and heartworm disease; diagnosis of hepatobiliary
disease in cats and treatment of pancreatitis in dogs; treatment and monitoring of diabetic dogs and
cats; dietary recommendations for obesity in dogs and cats; diagnosis and management of seizure
disorders; and new diagnostic methods in patients with hematologic disorders. - NEW authors have
completely revised the Urinary Tract Disorders and Reproductive System Disorders sections,
providing all-new content that clarifies the latest research and clinical findings in these areas. -
UPDATED! Drug and treatment tables ensure that you have the most current treatment information.

medicine for dog uti over the counter: Ettinger's Textbook of Veterinary Internal
Medicine - eBook Stephen J. Ettinger, Edward C. Feldman, Etienne Cote, 2024-01-03 **Selected
for Doody's Core Titles® 2024 with Essential Purchase designation in Veterinary Medicine**Now
Ettinger's trusted, all-in-one veterinary resource is even better! Trusted by small animal
veterinarians for more than 50 years, Ettinger's Textbook of Veterinary Internal Medicine adds new
content on the field's leading issues and trends to its unmatched, gold standard coverage of the
diagnosis and treatment of medical problems of dogs and cats. Coverage begins with the basics of
veterinary medicine, followed by sections on differential diagnosis for chief complaints and for
clinicopathologic abnormalities, and continues with techniques, minimally invasive interventional
therapies, critical care, toxicology, diseases by body system, and comorbidities. Clinical information
is presented in a way that reflects the practitioner's thought process. With each purchase of this
two-volume print book, Ettinger's includes access to a fully searchable eBook featuring more than
750 videos that bring procedures to life. - UNIQUE! 50th anniversary edition of this classic textbook.
- NEW! Coverage of the latest information and trends includes epilepsy, aerodigestive disorders,
patient triage and stabilization, enteric protozoal diseases, pulmonary thromboembolism,
point-of-care ultrasounds, immunodeficiencies, and more. - More than 750 original clinical videos
are included with purchase of the print book, providing content you can believe in. Forget those



time-consuming searches on YouTube, as each video expertly breaks down veterinary procedures
and important signs of diseases and disorders that are difficult or impossible to understand from
written descriptions alone. - NEW! PDFs in Techniques chapters include a printable pull list of the
equipment and materials needed for specific techniques, along with check boxes (accessed through
eBook included with print purchase). - eBook version is included with purchase of the print book,
allowing you to access all the text, figures, and references, with the ability to search, customize
content, make notes and highlights, and have content read aloud. The eBook also offers the complete
collection of original video clips, heart sounds, client information sheets, and hyperlinking of
references to their source abstracts in PubMed®. - NEW! Additional new material is included on
nutritional cardiomyopathy, coronavirus infections, host-microbial interactions in gastrointestinal
health, and autonomic nervous system disorders. - More than 200 clinical algorithms aid in disease
identification and decision-making. - Fully searchable online text offers quick access to the most
important, newest, and relevant veterinary information. - More than 250 client information sheets
are available in the eBook (included with print purchase) with short, easy-to-understand clinical
descriptions of conditions, diagnostics, and treatment options; these pages may be downloaded,
customized, and printed as client handouts. - Thousands of references for the printed book are
accessible online. - Expert contributors from around the world provide practical insight into the
latest advances and issues affecting small animal medicine.

medicine for dog uti over the counter: Urology, An Issue of Veterinary Clinics of North
America: Small Animal Practice Mary Labato, Mark J. Acierno, 2019-03-28 This issue of Veterinary
Clinics: Small Animal Practice, edited by Dr. Mary Anna Labato and Dr. Mark J. Acierno, focuses on
current topics in Urology. Articles include: Urinary incontinence; Inappropriate urinations; Upper
tract urolithiasis; Nutritional management of urolithiasis; Feline Idiopathic Cystitis (FIC); Urinary
Tract Infection (UTI); Stem cell therapy; Importance of urinalysis; Urinary tract cytology; DI of the
urinary tract; Interventional therapies of the urinary tract; Urologic oncology; and Nutraceuticals for
urine tract use.
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