medicine bow mountains camping

medicine bow mountains camping offers an exceptional outdoor experience for
nature enthusiasts and adventure seekers alike. Nestled in southeastern
Wyoming and extending into northern Colorado, the Medicine Bow Mountains
provide a pristine environment with diverse landscapes, abundant wildlife,
and numerous camping opportunities. Whether you prefer developed campgrounds
or backcountry sites, this mountain range delivers a variety of settings for
memorable outdoor excursions. This article explores the best camping spots,
necessary preparations, and activities to enjoy during your stay.
Additionally, it covers essential safety considerations and environmental
stewardship to ensure a responsible and enjoyable trip. Below is a detailed
outline to guide your exploration of Medicine Bow Mountains camping.

Best Camping Locations in the Medicine Bow Mountains

Preparing for Your Camping Trip

Popular Activities While Camping

Wildlife and Natural Environment

e Safety and Environmental Considerations

Best Camping Locations in the Medicine Bow
Mountains

The Medicine Bow Mountains feature a variety of camping areas suitable for
different preferences, from developed campgrounds to remote backcountry
sites. These locations provide access to scenic vistas, hiking trails, and
outdoor recreation.

Developed Campgrounds

Developed campgrounds in the Medicine Bow Mountains offer amenities such as
picnic tables, fire rings, potable water, and restroom facilities. These
sites are ideal for families and those seeking a more comfortable camping
experience.

e Libby Creek Campground: Located near Laramie, this campground provides
easy access to hiking trails and fishing spots with facilities
accommodating tents and RVs.



* Lake Marie Campground: Situated near Snowy Range Pass, this site offers
proximity to alpine lakes and stunning mountain views, perfect for
fishing and photography.

e Greenrock Campground: A smaller, more secluded campground with basic
amenities, popular among campers seeking tranquility.

Dispersed and Backcountry Camping

For those interested in a more rugged experience, dispersed camping allows
visitors to set up tents away from developed sites, typically without
amenities. Backcountry camping in the Medicine Bow Mountains requires
adherence to specific regulations to preserve the environment.

e Camping at least 200 feet from water sources and trails is recommended
to minimize ecological impact.

e Permits may be required for overnight stays in certain wilderness areas
such as the Savage Run Wilderness.

e Campfires might be restricted during dry seasons; always check current
fire regulations.

Preparing for Your Camping Trip

Proper planning is essential for a safe and enjoyable medicine bow mountains
camping experience. Preparation includes packing appropriate gear,
understanding weather conditions, and arranging necessary permits.

Essential Gear and Supplies

Camping in mountainous terrain demands equipment suited for variable weather
and rugged conditions. Key items include:

Four-season tent and warm sleeping bags rated for cold temperatures

Layered clothing to adapt to changing weather

Water purification methods such as filters or tablets

Food storage containers to protect against wildlife encounters

Navigation tools including maps, compass, or GPS devices



e First aid kit and emergency supplies

Permits and Regulations

Visitors should verify if permits are required for camping or campfires in
specific areas of the Medicine Bow Mountains. Contacting the local ranger
district or forest service office can provide up-to-date information on
restrictions, fire bans, and wildlife advisories.

Popular Activities While Camping

Medicine Bow Mountains camping offers a wide range of recreational activities
that complement the camping experience. These pursuits allow visitors to
explore the natural beauty and rugged terrain of the region.

Hiking and Backpacking

Numerous trails traverse the mountain range, ranging from short nature walks
to challenging multi-day backpacking routes. Popular hikes include the Snowy
Range Scenic Byway trails and routes leading to alpine lakes and peaks.

Fishing and Boating

The area’s pristine lakes and streams provide excellent opportunities for
fishing trout and other cold-water species. Boating and kayaking are also
popular on larger lakes such as Lake Marie, offering peaceful water
experiences.

Wildlife Viewing and Photography

Campers can observe diverse wildlife including elk, deer, moose, and a
variety of bird species. Early morning and dusk are prime times for spotting
animals in their natural habitat, providing ample opportunities for
photography.

Wildlife and Natural Environment

The Medicine Bow Mountains boast a rich ecosystem with diverse flora and
fauna. The area’s varied elevation and climate zones support mixed conifer
forests, alpine meadows, and riparian habitats.



Flora of the Region

Common tree species include lodgepole pine, Engelmann spruce, and subalpine
fir. Wildflowers bloom seasonally, enhancing the scenic beauty of the camping
areas.

Fauna and Conservation

Wildlife is abundant, with species such as black bears, mountain lions, and
various small mammals inhabiting the region. Conservation efforts aim to
maintain habitat integrity and promote coexistence between humans and
wildlife.

Safety and Environmental Considerations

Ensuring safety and minimizing environmental impact are critical components
of medicine bow mountains camping. Awareness and preparation can prevent
accidents and preserve the natural environment for future visitors.

Wildlife Safety Practices

Proper food storage and understanding animal behavior reduce the risk of
dangerous encounters. Campers should use bear-proof containers and avoid
feeding wildlife.

Fire Safety and Leave No Trace Principles

Adhering to fire restrictions and practicing Leave No Trace principles help
protect the forest from wildfires and degradation. Campfires should only be
made in designated areas when permitted, and all trash must be packed out.

Weather and Terrain Hazards

Weather in the Medicine Bow Mountains can change rapidly, with potential for
sudden storms, temperature drops, and snowfall even in summer months. Campers
must be prepared for these conditions and understand the challenges posed by
mountainous terrain.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the best time of year to go camping in the
Medicine Bow Mountains?

The best time to camp in the Medicine Bow Mountains is from late spring
through early fall (May to September) when the weather is milder and most
trails and campgrounds are accessible.

Are permits required for camping in the Medicine Bow
Mountains?

Permits are generally not required for dispersed camping in the Medicine Bow
National Forest, but certain developed campgrounds may require reservations
or fees. Always check current regulations before your trip.

What wildlife might I encounter while camping in the
Medicine Bow Mountains?

Campers may encounter wildlife such as elk, deer, moose, black bears,
mountain lions, and various bird species. It's important to follow proper
food storage guidelines to avoid attracting animals.

What are some popular campgrounds in the Medicine
Bow Mountains?

Popular campgrounds include Lake Marie Campground, Libby Creek Campground,
and Brush Creek Campground, all offering scenic views and access to hiking
trails.

Is it safe to drink water from streams in the
Medicine Bow Mountains while camping?

It is recommended to treat or filter all natural water sources before
drinking to avoid waterborne illnesses. Boiling, filtering, or using
purification tablets are effective methods.

What activities can I do while camping in the
Medicine Bow Mountains?

Besides camping, visitors can enjoy hiking, fishing, horseback riding,
wildlife watching, mountain biking, and in winter, snowshoeing and cross-
country skiing.

Are there any fire restrictions when camping in the
Medicine Bow Mountains?

Fire restrictions may be in place during dry periods to prevent wildfires.



Always check current fire regulations before your trip and use designated
fire rings when fires are allowed.

How can I prepare for weather changes while camping
in the Medicine Bow Mountains?

Weather can change rapidly; pack layered clothing, waterproof gear, and be
prepared for cold nights even in summer. Checking the weather forecast before
and during your trip is essential.

Are pets allowed while camping in the Medicine Bow
Mountains?

Pets are generally allowed but must be kept on a leash and under control at
all times. Be sure to follow Leave No Trace principles and clean up after
your pets.

What are some safety tips for camping in the
Medicine Bow Mountains?

Carry a map and compass or GPS, inform someone of your itinerary, store food
properly to avoid wildlife encounters, be prepared for emergencies, and
follow all forest regulations to ensure a safe camping experience.

Additional Resources

1. Camping the Medicine Bow Mountains: A Comprehensive Guide

This book offers an in-depth look at camping spots throughout the Medicine
Bow Mountains, detailing the best trails, campsites, and natural features. It
includes practical tips for beginners and seasoned campers alike, covering
essentials such as gear, safety, and weather considerations. Beautiful
photographs and maps help readers plan their perfect outdoor adventure.

2. Wildlife and Wilderness: Exploring Medicine Bow

Focused on the rich ecosystem of the Medicine Bow Mountains, this book
provides insights into the flora and fauna campers can expect to encounter.
It highlights responsible camping practices to protect wildlife habitats and
offers tips for observing animals safely. Ideal for nature enthusiasts who
want to deepen their understanding of the region's biodiversity.

3. Backpacking Through Medicine Bow: Trails and Campsites

A detailed guide for backpackers interested in multi-day trips through the
Medicine Bow Mountains. The book describes various routes, difficulty levels,
and campsite locations, along with advice on packing, navigation, and
wilderness survival skills. It’s a valuable resource for planning extended
outdoor excursions.



4. The History and Legends of the Medicine Bow Mountains

This book explores the cultural and historical significance of the Medicine
Bow Mountains, offering stories and legends from Native American tribes and
early settlers. It provides context for the landscape campers enjoy today and
encourages a deeper connection with the land. Readers will gain appreciation
for the region’s heritage alongside practical camping information.

5. Medicine Bow Mountain Weather and Safety Handbook

Essential for anyone camping or hiking in the Medicine Bow Mountains, this
handbook covers common weather patterns, how to prepare for sudden changes,
and safety protocols. It includes first aid tips specific to wilderness
environments and advice on dealing with emergencies. A must-have for ensuring
a safe outdoor experience.

6. Family Camping Adventures in Medicine Bow

Designed for families, this book offers guidance on planning kid-friendly
camping trips in the Medicine Bow Mountains. It suggests activities, easy
trails, and educational opportunities to engage children with nature. The
book also addresses family safety and packing checklists to make outdoor
adventures enjoyable for all ages.

7. Fishing and Camping in Medicine Bow: A Dual Guide

Combining two popular outdoor activities, this guidebook highlights the best
fishing spots near campsites in the Medicine Bow Mountains. It covers local
fish species, fishing regulations, and tips for catching trout and other
native fish. Campers will find practical advice on how to integrate fishing
into their wilderness stays.

8. Leave No Trace Principles for Medicine Bow Campers

Focused on environmental stewardship, this book teaches campers how to
minimize their impact on the Medicine Bow Mountains. It explains the Leave No
Trace principles with specific examples relevant to the area’s terrain and
ecosystems. Readers will learn how to preserve the natural beauty for future
generations.

9. Photography and Camping in the Medicine Bow Wilderness

This book combines tips for capturing stunning outdoor photographs with
advice on camping in the Medicine Bow Mountains. It covers best times and
locations for nature photography, as well as how to protect camera gear in
rugged conditions. An inspirational guide for campers who want to document
their wilderness experiences.
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medicine bow mountains camping: Moon Colorado Camping Joshua Berman, 2020-05-12
Find your perfect campsite in the Centennial State with Moon Colorado Camping. A Campsite for
Everyone: Choose from a variety of campgrounds and RV parks, from secluded hike-ins to
convenient roadside stopovers, including dog-friendly, family-friendly, and wheelchair accessible
options Ratings and Essentials: All campsites are rated on a scenic scale and marked with amenities
like restrooms, trailhead access, picnic areas, laundry, piped water, showers, and playgrounds
Recreation Highlights: Discover nearby hiking, swimming, fishing, whitewater rafting, hot springs,
and options for winter sports Maps and Directions: Easy-to-use maps and detailed driving directions
for each campground Skip the Crowds:Moon Colorado Camping contains many secluded spots and
campgrounds that aren't available in the state's online reservation system The Top RV and Tent Sites
for You: Pick the right campsite for your travel style with lists of best campgrounds for stunning
views, hot springs, weddings, and more Trailhead Access Campgrounds: Find sites that offer access
to the trails throughout the Western Slope, Rocky Mountains, Four Corners and the San Juan
Mountains, the San Luis Valley, and more Expert Advice: Local lifelong camper Joshua Berman
offers his perspective and insider know-how Tips and Tools: Information on equipment, food and
cooking, first aid, and insect protection, plus background on the climate, landscape, and history of
the campgrounds Whether you're a veteran or a first-time camper, Moon's comprehensive coverage
and trusted advice will have you gearing up for your next adventure. Want to explore the city? Try
Moon Denver, Boulder, and Colorado Springs.

medicine bow mountains camping: Best Tent Camping: Colorado Kim Lipker, Johnny Molloy,
2012-11-13 The Colorado landscape is rich with opportunities for tent camping. Millions of acres of
public lands are dotted with hundreds of campgrounds--but you probably only have a precious
amount of limited time. Which campgrounds do you choose? Where should you go? When should you
go? That's what this book is for--to help you make the wisest use of your time in the wilds of the
Centennial State. In the mountains of Colorado, the Rockies, camping is primarily a summertime
activity. When the snow melts and the rivers run high--that's when tent campers start longing for the
crisp mornings, crystal-clear days, and cool nights by the campfire that are part of a Rocky Mountain
camp out. Not to mention wilderness hiking, trout fishing, mountain biking, and whitewater boating.
In other parts of Colorado, the tent camping season is extended. You can pitch your tent year-round
in the canyon country of the Western Slope, along the prairie lakes of the east, and in some of the
lower elevation state parks. No matter where you go or when you go, the scenic beauty of Colorado
will never fail to please the eye. Before embarking on a trip, take some time to prepare. Many of the
best tent campgrounds are at the far end of a gravel road. This isolation--part of their attraction for
many campers--makes for a long supply or gear run if you are unprepared. Call ahead and ask for a
park map, brochure, or other information to help you plan your trip. Make reservations wherever
applicable, especially at popular state parks. Ask questions. Ask more questions. The more questions
you ask, the fewer surprises you'll get. There are other times, however, when you'll grab your gear
and this book, hop in the car, and just wing it. This can be an adventure in its own right. Each
campground has been rated on six criteria: beauty, privacy, spaciousness, quiet, security and
cleanliness. In addition, campground profiles include vital statistics about each location (fees,
restrictions, operating season, amenities, contact information, driving directions and reservation
information, to name a few) that help campers plan the perfect trip without unwanted surprises. GPS
users will also appreciate that each campground's precise latitude and longitude waypoints are
included. Tent campers will also enjoy a detailed map of each campground included in the site
profile. Making reservations online or blindly over the phone can put a camper miles from the
restroom, stranded with no shade, or in the middle of a busy campground trail. Maps will help
campers avoid those pitfalls, and wherever possible the author has even recommended specific
campsites for maximum privacy, spaciousness, or beauty. Although there's never a shortage for
things to do in Colorado's outdoors, campground summaries in the book also suggest attractions and
activities near each campground. Fishing, hiking, biking, paddling, and scenic drives in the



immediate area are recommended to ensure that campers know the basic lay of the land and have a
jumping-off point to plan their trip. Whether it's a large family looking to get away for the weekend,
a scout troop that wants to try something new, or a serious outdoors enthusiast searching for a place
to adventure for the day and crash for the night, Best Tent Camping: Colorado has done all the work
in finding those special, out-of-the-way campgrounds, and gives campers the tools to plan an
amazing, unforgettable camping trip.

medicine bow mountains camping: Camping Colorado Melinda Crow, 2020-05-01 Camping
Colorado will take you to the ideal spot to pitch your tent or park your RV. This comprehensive
guidebook gives detailed descriptions of more than 300 campgrounds statewide, including campsites
managed by national, state, city, and county parks; the Forest Service; the Bureau of Land
Management; and the US Army Corps of Engineers. Easy-to-use maps and charts will simplify your
search for the perfect campground. You'll also find vital information on camp locations, fees and
reservations, facilities and hookups, recreational activities, weather and geography, and local
attractions. Camping Colorado provides useful tips on camping etiquette, camping with children,
and enjoying—or avoiding—the state’s diverse and abundant wildlife. Look inside to find:
Campground locations Facilities and hookups Fees and reservations GPS coordinates for each
campground Tips on wildlife, safety, and zero-impact camping

medicine bow mountains camping: The Complete Colorado Campground Guide Outdoor
Books & Maps (Firm), 1992 !! ALL NEW CAMPGROUND GUIDE COMING IN SPRING 2010 !!

medicine bow mountains camping: Best Tent Camping: Colorado Monica Parpal
Stockbridge, 2022-08-23 Discover 50 of the state’s best campgrounds for car campers, with the
guide that offers essential details and easy-to-read maps. The Centennial State provides a
spectacular backdrop for some of the most scenic campgrounds in the country. But do you know
which campgrounds offer the most privacy or the best lakeside views? Monica Parpal Stockbridge
traversed the entire state—from the historic Mesa Verde National Park to the bird watcher’s
paradise at Pawnee National Grassland—and compiled the most up-to-date research to steer you to
the perfect spot! With Best Tent Camping: Colorado, you’ll always know what to expect. The new
full-color edition of this proven guidebook provides everything you need to know. Inside you’ll find:
50 campgrounds in national parks, state parks, and other breathtaking locales, organized into five
distinct regions Selections based on location, topography, nearby activities, and overall appeal
Detailed maps of each campground and key information such as fees, restrictions, dates of
operation, and facilities Driving directions and GPS coordinates Ratings for beauty, privacy,
spaciousness, noise level, security, and cleanliness Whether you seek a quiet campground near a
fish-filled stream or a family campground with all the amenities, grab Best Tent Camping: Colorado.
It's a keeper for all who wish to find those special locales that offer a true connection with nature.

medicine bow mountains camping: Camp and Plant Howard Lee Scamehorn, 2009

medicine bow mountains camping: Camping Wyoming and the Black Hills Kenneth L.
Graham, 2023-07-01 Fully revised and updated, this comprehensive guidebook gives detailed
descriptions of more than 250 public campgrounds throughout Wyoming and the Black Hills of
South Dakota. The listings include campsites managed by national, state, city, and country park
services, the Bureau of Land Management, the Forest Service, and the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers. Easy-to-use maps and charts simplify your search for the perfect campground. Look
inside to find vital information on: Campground locations Fees and reservations Facilities and
hookups Recreational activities Weather and geography Local attractions

medicine bow mountains camping: Hiking Wyoming Bill Hunger, 2008-06-03 HIKING
WYOMING 110 of the State’s Best Hiking Adventures, 2nd edition Bill Hunger (Falcon) This updated
guide to Wyoming’s wonderful wilderness includes hikes in Yellowstone and Grand Teton National
Parks as well as backcountry secrets. From short strolls to overnight backpacks, the book provides
all the details necessary to a successful hiking adventure: detailed directions to the trailheads, best
seasons to hike, trail difficulty, elevations gain and loss, fees and permits, and rich descriptions of
each trail’s highlights. Bill Hunger is a wilderness ranger who lives in Kalispell, Montana.



medicine bow mountains camping: The Double Eagle Guide to 1000 Great Western
Recreation Destinations Thomas Preston, Elizabeth Preston, 1998 Provides a directory and guide to
recreation areas in the seventeen states located west of the Mississippi River. Includes national
parks, national forests, national recreation areas, regional and local parks, BLM-administered
federal public lands, state parks, state recreation areas, national monuments, Corps of Engineers
lakes, conservation projects, and wildlife areas.

medicine bow mountains camping: Colorado Campgrounds Outdoor Books & Maps,
2010-07 Maps and information on more than 500 campgrounds--Cover.

medicine bow mountains camping: Where Should We Camp Next?: Budget Camping
Stephanie Puglisi, Jeremy Puglisi, 2024-04-02 **From the #1 bestselling camping guidebook brand
Where Should We Camp Next?** The essential planning guidebook for anyone searching for fun,
memorable travel destinations—on a budget! The outdoor adventure landscape is vast, exciting, and
accessible to everyone! Whether you're searching for a relaxing beach vacation, exciting mountain
adventure, or calming forest retreat, Where Should We Camp Next?: Budget Camping will help you
find the best destinations, free and low-cost activities, and accommodations that won't break the
bank. Family camping and RV experts Stephanie and Jeremy Puglisi make it easy for you to plan an
unforgettable travel experience anywhere in the United States by sharing hard-to-find information
about budget-friendly camping options, including: State Parks National Forests and National Parks
Army Corps of Engineer Campgrounds Money-saving organizations like Kampgrounds of America
and Harvest Hosts And more! Where Should We Camp Next?: Budget Camping makes it easy to
travel to our country's most beautiful destinations for a fraction of the cost of more expensive
options—allowing you to stress less about the cost of your vacation and spend more time enjoying
trips with the people you love the most.

medicine bow mountains camping: The Sportsman's Gazetteer and General Guide
Charles Hallock, 1883

medicine bow mountains camping: The complete camper guide for Wyoming (USA) ,

medicine bow mountains camping: Colorado Airspace Initiative, Modifications to the
National Airspace System, Existing Military Operations Areas (MOA), and Military Training
Routes (MTR) [CO,NM,KS,NE,WY], 1997

medicine bow mountains camping: Atlas & Gazetteer Of Wyoming Pasquale De Marco, In the
heart of the Rocky Mountains lies a state of unparalleled beauty and boundless adventure: Wyoming.
With this comprehensive guidebook, you hold the key to unlocking the treasures of this captivating
state. Immerse yourself in the grandeur of Wyoming's natural wonders, from the majestic peaks of
the Grand Tetons to the geothermal wonders of Yellowstone National Park. Discover hidden gems
like Devil's Tower National Monument and Fossil Butte National Monument, where nature's artistry
is on full display. Journey through Wyoming's rich history, beginning with its Native American
heritage and tracing its evolution through the arrival of European settlers, the westward expansion,
and the state's pivotal role in shaping the American frontier. Explore historic towns like Cheyenne,
Casper, and Cody, each with its own unique charm and stories to tell. Unleash your adventurous
spirit in Wyoming's vast outdoor playground. Hike through pristine wilderness areas, cast a line in
crystal-clear lakes and rivers, and embark on thrilling wildlife safaris. Whether you seek the
adrenaline rush of skiing and snowboarding or prefer the serenity of camping and RVing, Wyoming
has something for every outdoor enthusiast. Discover the vibrant culture of Wyoming, a blend of
Western heritage, artistic expression, and culinary delights. Celebrate the state's cowboy culture at
rodeos and Western festivals, or immerse yourself in its thriving arts scene, with galleries, museums,
and theaters showcasing local talent. Savor the flavors of Wyoming's unique cuisine, from
mouthwatering bison dishes to sweet huckleberry treats. With detailed information, insider tips, and
captivating storytelling, this guidebook will lead you to the heart of Wyoming, revealing its hidden
gems and inspiring you to create unforgettable memories. Whether you are a seasoned traveler or
an armchair explorer, this book is your essential companion for an extraordinary journey through
the Cowboy State. If you like this book, write a review!



medicine bow mountains camping: Scenic Routes & BywaysTM Colorado Stewart M. Green,
2013-06-04 Scenic Routes & Byways Colorado features thirty separate drives through the Centennial
State, through the soaring mountains, broad valleys, and endless plains of Colorado. An
indispensable highway companion, Scenic Routes & Byways Colorado includes route maps and
in-depth descriptions of attractions. Features full-color photos and route maps for each drive.

medicine bow mountains camping: Explorer's Guide Wyoming Alli Rainey, 2012-03-26 This
comprehensive guide to Wyoming includes all of the expected attractions as well as many more
far-flung and offbeat adventures, extensive outdoor recommendations and details on the cultural
opportunities that abound. Wyoming is arguably the most “western” western state. From the
windblown plains of Casper to the mountain peaks of the Wind River Range, Alli Rainey, a
passionate Wyoming resident and rock climber, will help you find the best the state has to offer.
Come explore the unspoiled West.

medicine bow mountains camping: Room to Roam; a Recreation Guide to the Public
Lands United States. Bureau of Land Management, 1969

medicine bow mountains camping: Tracks, Trails, and Thieves Jack E. Deibert, Brent H.
Breithaupt, 2016-04 Ride the trails and rails across the Wild West with Ferdinand Hayden through
this first-ever detailed recounting of the first government-sponsored geological survey of the
Wyoming and adjacent territories in 1868. The discovery of new archival material has helped bring
the day-to-day adventures of this unique survey to life. Events of the survey are intertwined with one
of the most noteworthy events in U.S. history—the building of the transcontinental railroad.
Activities of the railroad led Hayden to have serendipitous and influential encounters with famous
Civil War generals, railroad executives, politicians, photographers, prominent geologists, and
thieves. The results of Hayden's survey provided the earliest descriptive stratigraphic-structural
profile across the Rocky Mountains and the initial discovery of dinosaur tracks in western North
America. Featuring more than 50 vintage photographs, this volume will appeal to a general audience
as well as those interested in the history of geology.

medicine bow mountains camping: Survival Skills of Native California Paul Campbell,
1999 Author Paul Campbell reveals the knowledge he has spent 20 years learning and reproducing
from California natives. Included are sections on the basic skills of survival, the tools of gathering
and food preparation, and the implements of household and personal necessity, as well as the arts of
hunting and fishing. Sample topics include: shelter; greens, beans, flowers and other vegetables;
meat preparation; how to make and shoot an Indian bow.--From publisher description.
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