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medical assistant training philadelphia programs offer comprehensive education and hands-on experience for
individuals seeking to enter the healthcare field as skilled medical assistants. This article explores the various
aspects of medical assistant training available in Philadelphia, including program options, curriculum details,
certification requirements, and career prospects. With a growing demand for medical assistants in healthcare
settings, understanding the training landscape in Philadelphia is essential for prospective students. The
discussion covers accredited institutions, course content, practical training components, and the benefits of
certification. Additionally, insights into job placement and salary expectations post-training provide a well-
rounded overview. The following sections detail everything needed to make an informed decision about pursuing
medical assistant education in Philadelphia.
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Curriculum and Skills Acquired

Certification and Licensing Requirements

Choosing the Right Training Institution

Career Opportunities and Job Outlook

Overview of Medical Assistant Training Programs in Philadelphia

Philadelphia offers a variety of medical assistant training programs designed to equip students with the
essential knowledge and practical skills needed in healthcare environments. These programs range from short-
term certificate courses to diploma and associate degree programs. Many training institutions in Philadelphia
provide flexible schedules, including evening and weekend classes, to accommodate working students. The
duration of programs varies, typically lasting from six months to two years depending on the credential
pursued. Training emphasizes both administrative and clinical competencies, preparing graduates to perform
tasks such as patient interaction, medical record management, and basic clinical procedures. Accredited
programs ensure that the curriculum meets industry standards and prepares students for certification exams.

Program Types and Duration

Medical assistant training in Philadelphia is available through multiple pathways, including:

Certificate Programs: Usually 6 to 12 months, focused on core competencies.

Diploma Programs: Generally 9 to 12 months, offering more in-depth clinical training.

Associate Degree Programs: Typically 18 to 24 months, including general education and advanced
medical topics.

Each program type offers varying levels of depth and preparation, with associate degrees often providing
opportunities for further education and career advancement.



Accredited Institutions Offering Medical Assistant Training

Several reputable institutions in Philadelphia provide accredited medical assistant training programs.
Accreditation by recognized bodies like the Commission on Accreditation of Allied Health Education Programs
(CAAHEP) or the Accrediting Bureau of Health Education Schools (ABHES) is crucial for ensuring quality
education. These institutions often have partnerships with local healthcare providers to facilitate clinical
externships, offering real-world experience as part of the training. Examples of training facilities include
community colleges, vocational schools, and specialized healthcare education centers.

Curriculum and Skills Acquired

The curriculum of medical assistant training programs in Philadelphia is designed to develop both administrative
and clinical skills essential for effective healthcare support roles. Coursework typically covers medical
terminology, anatomy and physiology, clinical procedures, medical billing and coding, and healthcare law and
ethics. Hands-on training in labs and clinical settings enables students to practice vital skills such as taking
vital signs, administering injections, phlebotomy, and using electronic health records (EHR) systems.

Core Academic Subjects

Students learn foundational medical knowledge and office management principles, including:

Medical Terminology and Anatomy

Pharmacology Basics

Patient Care and Clinical Procedures

Medical Office Administration and Scheduling

Health Information Management

Legal and Ethical Issues in Healthcare

Practical Training and Externships

Most programs incorporate practical training components through simulation labs and externships at
healthcare facilities. These externships allow students to apply classroom knowledge in real healthcare
environments under professional supervision. Skills practiced during externships include assisting physicians
during exams, preparing patients for procedures, performing basic laboratory tests, and managing patient
records. This hands-on experience is critical for skill development and employment readiness.

Certification and Licensing Requirements

Certification is a significant step for medical assistants in Philadelphia, enhancing employment prospects and
professional credibility. While medical assistants are not required by law to be licensed in Pennsylvania,
obtaining certification from recognized organizations is highly recommended. The most common certifications
include the Certified Medical Assistant (CMA) credential offered by the American Association of Medical
Assistants (AAMA) and the Registered Medical Assistant (RMA) credential provided by the American Medical
Technologists (AMT).



Certification Exam Eligibility

To be eligible for certification exams, candidates typically must graduate from an accredited medical assistant
training program. Some organizations may require additional clinical experience or continuing education credits.
Certification exams assess knowledge in clinical procedures, medical terminology, administrative tasks, and
healthcare regulations.

Benefits of Certification

Certification benefits include:

Increased job opportunities and higher earning potential

Validation of professional skills and knowledge

Greater employer confidence and preference

Access to continuing education and career advancement resources

Choosing the Right Training Institution

Selecting the appropriate medical assistant training program in Philadelphia involves evaluating several
critical factors to ensure quality education and successful career outcomes. Prospective students should
consider program accreditation, curriculum comprehensiveness, instructor qualifications, class size, and
availability of externship opportunities. Additionally, evaluating costs, financial aid options, and program
duration helps align the choice with personal circumstances.

Factors to Consider

Key considerations when choosing a program include:

Accreditation: Ensures the program meets educational standards.

Program Length: Balances thorough training with time commitment.

Clinical Experience: Availability of externships for hands-on learning.

Cost and Financial Aid: Tuition affordability and aid options.

Job Placement Assistance: Support for finding employment post-graduation.

Evaluating Program Outcomes

Researching graduation rates, certification exam pass rates, and employment statistics can provide insight into
program effectiveness. Visiting campuses, speaking with admissions counselors, and connecting with alumni can
also help gauge program quality and fit.



Career Opportunities and Job Outlook

Graduates of medical assistant training programs in Philadelphia enter a growing healthcare workforce with
diverse career opportunities. Medical assistants work in various healthcare settings, including hospitals,
clinics, physician offices, and outpatient care centers. The demand for qualified medical assistants is expected
to rise due to an aging population and increased access to healthcare services.

Employment Settings and Roles

Medical assistants perform a blend of administrative and clinical duties, such as:

Scheduling appointments and managing patient records

Assisting with patient examinations and procedures

Performing basic laboratory tests and vital sign measurements

Preparing and administering medications under supervision

Coordinating communication between patients and healthcare providers

Salary Expectations and Career Growth

In Philadelphia, medical assistants can expect competitive salaries commensurate with their training and
certification status. According to labor statistics, the median annual wage for medical assistants is above
the national average, with potential increases based on experience and specialization. Additionally, medical
assistants may advance into specialized roles or pursue further education in nursing, healthcare
administration, or other medical fields.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the top medical assistant training programs available in
Philadelphia?

Some of the top medical assistant training programs in Philadelphia include those offered by Community College
of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania Institute of Health and Technology, and the Medical Career Institute.

How long does medical assistant training typically take in Philadelphia?

Medical assistant training programs in Philadelphia typically take between 6 months to 1 year to complete,
depending on whether the program is certificate-based or diploma/degree-based.

Are medical assistant training programs in Philadelphia accredited?

Many medical assistant training programs in Philadelphia are accredited by agencies such as the Commission on
Accreditation of Allied Health Education Programs (CAAHEP) or the Accrediting Bureau of Health Education
Schools (ABHES), ensuring quality education and eligibility for certification exams.



What certifications can I earn after completing medical assistant training in
Philadelphia?

After completing medical assistant training in Philadelphia, you can earn certifications such as Certified
Medical Assistant (CMA) from the AAMA or Registered Medical Assistant (RMA) from AMT, which enhance job
prospects.

Is financial aid available for medical assistant training programs in
Philadelphia?

Yes, many medical assistant training programs in Philadelphia offer financial aid options including scholarships,
grants, and payment plans to help students fund their education.

What is the job outlook for medical assistants in Philadelphia after
training?

The job outlook for medical assistants in Philadelphia is positive, with demand expected to grow due to an
aging population and increasing healthcare needs, offering good employment opportunities after training.

Can I complete medical assistant training in Philadelphia online?

Some institutions in Philadelphia offer hybrid medical assistant training programs combining online coursework
with in-person clinical practice, but fully online programs may be limited due to hands-on training requirements.

What skills are emphasized in medical assistant training programs in
Philadelphia?

Medical assistant training programs in Philadelphia emphasize clinical skills, administrative skills, patient
communication, medical terminology, phlebotomy, EKG administration, and healthcare laws and ethics.

Are there internship or externship opportunities included in Philadelphia
medical assistant training?

Yes, most medical assistant training programs in Philadelphia include internship or externship components that
provide hands-on clinical experience in healthcare settings.

How much does medical assistant training cost in Philadelphia?

The cost of medical assistant training in Philadelphia varies widely, ranging from approximately $3,000 to
$15,000 depending on the institution, program length, and whether it is certificate or degree-based.

Additional Resources
1. Medical Assistant Training Guide: Philadelphia Edition
This comprehensive guide focuses on the essentials of medical assistant training with an emphasis on regulations
and healthcare practices specific to Philadelphia. It covers clinical procedures, administrative tasks, and
patient communication skills. The book also includes local healthcare system insights and internship
opportunities within the Philadelphia area.

2. Phlebotomy and Clinical Procedures for Philadelphia Medical Assistants
Designed for aspiring medical assistants in Philadelphia, this book provides detailed instructions on phlebotomy
techniques and other clinical procedures. It incorporates state-specific guidelines and safety protocols



relevant to Pennsylvania. The practical approach includes step-by-step illustrations and case studies from
Philadelphia healthcare settings.

3. Administrative Skills for Medical Assistants in Philadelphia Clinics
This book targets the administrative side of medical assisting, focusing on scheduling, billing, and electronic
health records management in Philadelphia clinics. It discusses local healthcare regulations and insurance
policies affecting administrative duties. Readers will find tips for excelling in front office roles within the
Philadelphia medical community.

4. Medical Terminology and Documentation for Philadelphia Medical Assistants
A vital resource for mastering medical terminology, this book tailors its content to the needs of Philadelphia
medical assistant students. It emphasizes accurate documentation and coding practices used in Pennsylvania
healthcare facilities. The text includes exercises and quizzes to reinforce learning and prepare students for
certification exams.

5. Patient Interaction and Communication Skills for Medical Assistants in Philadelphia
This book explores effective communication strategies tailored to diverse patient populations in Philadelphia.
It addresses cultural competence, empathy, and conflict resolution within medical settings. Real-life scenarios
and role-playing exercises help medical assistant trainees develop strong interpersonal skills.

6. Medical Assistant Certification Prep: Philadelphia Healthcare Standards
Focused on preparing students for national and Pennsylvania-specific certification exams, this book covers key
topics and practice questions. It reviews clinical, administrative, and legal aspects of medical assisting with
attention to Philadelphia healthcare standards. The book includes test-taking strategies and resources for
continuing education.

7. Healthcare Law and Ethics for Medical Assistants in Pennsylvania
This text reviews important legal and ethical issues faced by medical assistants working in Philadelphia and
throughout Pennsylvania. Topics include patient confidentiality, consent, and professional responsibilities.
Case studies highlight real-world dilemmas and provide guidance on ethical decision-making.

8. Emergency Procedures and First Aid for Philadelphia Medical Assistants
Offering practical advice on emergency response, this book prepares medical assistants to handle urgent
situations in Philadelphia healthcare environments. It covers CPR, wound care, and patient stabilization
techniques. Local emergency protocols and contact information for Philadelphia emergency services are
included.

9. Technology and Electronic Health Records for Philadelphia Medical Assistants
This book introduces medical assistant students to the latest healthcare technologies and electronic health
records (EHR) systems used in Philadelphia. It emphasizes data security, patient privacy laws, and efficient
record-keeping. Hands-on exercises help learners become proficient in popular EHR software applications common
in Philadelphia clinics.
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students for clinical practice--Provided by publisher.
  medical assistant training philadelphia: Training of Health Service Personnel in the
Veterans' Administration United States. Congress. House. Committee on Veterans' Affairs, 1971
  medical assistant training philadelphia: Programs and Schools , 1978
  medical assistant training philadelphia: VA Health Care and Health Manpower Training
Legislation United States. Congress. Senate. Committee on Veterans' Affairs. Subcommittee on
Health and Hospitals, 1972
  medical assistant training philadelphia: Saunders Essentials of Medical Assisting -
E-Book Diane M. Klieger, 2013-08-09 Saunders Essentials of Medical Assisting, 2nd Edition, is
designed to give you just the right amount of the essential information you need to prepare for your
career as a medical assistant. It covers all of the need-to-know information in an organized,
approachable format. The condensed information is perfect for shorter programs of study and as a
review tool for certification or re-certification for practicing medical assistants. Full-color and
visually oriented, this text presents information in manageable segments that give you all the
relevant facts, without being overwhelming. With the most up-to-date information on basic body
systems; foundational concepts such as medical terminology, nutrition, and full coverage of office
concepts and procedures, you'll have everything you need to know to begin your Medical Assisting
career with confidence. - Full-color design is visually stimulating and great for visual learners. -
Helpful studying features guide students through the material, such as: Learning Objectives for
every chapter, Key Information summarized in tables throughout the text, and emphasized Key
Words! - Practical Applications case studies at the beginning of each chapter quickly introduce
students to real-life Medical Assisting. - Word Parts and Abbreviations at the end of the Anatomy and
Physiology sections reinforce learned medical terminology. - Illustrated step-by-step Procedures,
with charting examples and rationales, show how to perform and document administrative and
clinical procedures. - UPDATED information on Medical Office Technology prepares students for
jobs in today's modern, and often hectic, medical offices. - NEW Disaster Preparedness content
demonstrates how medical offices can work closely with community and health departments during
an emergency. - Newly organized information emphasizes foundational areas of knowledge, with
new chapters on Nutrition, Phlebotomy (Venipuncture), and Blood, Lymphatic, and Immune
Systems.
  medical assistant training philadelphia: Trade and Technical Careers and Training ,
1986
  medical assistant training philadelphia: Today's Health Professions Patricia Lockamy
Royal, 2016-01-08 From athletic trainer to speech pathologist and every major healthcare profession
in between, you’ll explore their histories, employment opportunities, licensure requirements,
earnings potential, and career paths. Professional healthcare providers share their personal stories;
introduce you to their work; and describe what a typical day is like. Their insights help you to see
which career might be the right one for you.
  medical assistant training philadelphia: Accredited Postsecondary Institutions and Programs
,
  medical assistant training philadelphia: Organizing a Dental Assistant Training Program
United States. Division of Vocational Education. Trade and Industrial Education Branch, 1965
  medical assistant training philadelphia: Programs and Schools Evelyn Reis Ecker Kay, 1978
  medical assistant training philadelphia: Departments of Labor, Health and Human
Services, Education, and Related Agencies Appropriations for 2018 United States. Congress.
House. Committee on Appropriations. Subcommittee on the Departments of Labor, Health and
Human Services, Education, and Related Agencies, 2017
  medical assistant training philadelphia: Allied Health Education Programs in Junior
Colleges , 1970
  medical assistant training philadelphia: Apprentice Nation Ryan Craig, 2023-11-07 College
isn’t for everyone. It’s time to challenge the status quo and embrace the potential of apprenticeships



in tech, healthcare, finance, and more—which can provide a sustainable pathway to economic
opportunity. For decades, college has been the only respectable way to access the world of work,
despite paralyzing tuition and a dire lack of practical skills that has left 40 percent of college
graduates underemployed, unfulfilled, and struggling to repay student loan debt. Education and
workforce expert Ryan Craig explores how a modern apprenticeship system will allow students and
job seekers to jump-start their careers by learning while they earn—ultimately leading to greater
workforce diversity and geographic mobility. With a deep dive into the history behind America’s
outdated college system, Craig reveals: The origins of the student debt crises and admissions
scandals Why apprenticeships are an effective pathway to career opportunity What America can do
to catch up with other nations making apprenticeship opportunities broadly available Where
students and job seekers can go to land an apprenticeship Featuring a directory of US
apprenticeship programs by industry and location, Apprentice Nation is an accessible blueprint for a
country where young Americans of all backgrounds can launch careers in a variety of in-demand
fields. With just a few common sense changes to education and workforce development,
anapprentice nation will put the American Dream within reach—for everyone.
  medical assistant training philadelphia: Selected Training Programs for Physician
Support Personnel National Institutes of Health (U.S.). Division of Manpower Intelligence, 1972
  medical assistant training philadelphia: State Veterans' Laws United States. Veterans
Administration. Office of the General Counsel, 1973
  medical assistant training philadelphia: Commanders Digest , 1972
  medical assistant training philadelphia: Vocational & Technical Schools - East
Peterson's, 2009-12-10 More than 2,200 vocational schools east of the Mississippi River--Cover.
  medical assistant training philadelphia: Hearings United States. Congress. House.
Committee on Veterans' Affairs, 1969
  medical assistant training philadelphia: Kinn's The Medical Assistant - E-Book Deborah
B. Proctor, Alexandra Patricia Adams, 2013-12-27 Prepare for a successful career in medical
assisting! Kinn’s The Medical Assistant, 12th Edition helps you learn the real-world administrative
and clinical skills essential to working in the health care setting. Administrative coverage ranges
from professionalism and interpersonal skills to billing and coding and electronic health records;
clinical content teaches how to assist with medications, diagnostic procedures, and surgeries. And
no other comprehensive medical assisting text can match its coverage of assisting with medical
specialties! Written by medical assisting experts Alexandra Adams and Deborah Proctor, this classic
resource also includes an Evolve companion website with practical exercises and activities, videos,
and review questions for the CMA and RMA certification exams. More chapters on assisting with
medical specialties than any other Medical Assisting text prepare you to assist in specialty exams
and make you better qualified to work in specialty fields like cardiology, dermatology,
ophthalmology, gynecology, and neurology. Step-by-step, illustrated procedures make it easier to
learn and understand medical assisting skills, and include rationales for each step. Threaded case
scenarios help you develop critical thinking skills and apply concepts to realistic administrative and
clinical situations. Patient education and legal and ethical issues are described in relation to the
Medical Assistant's job. A Portfolio Builder on the Evolve website helps you demonstrate proficiency
to potential employers. Detailed learning objectives and vocabulary with definitions in each chapter
help you study more effectively, with connections icons linking concepts in the text to exercises in
the study guide and on the Evolve companion website. Study Guide includes a variety of exercises to
test your knowledge and critical thinking skills, case scenarios from the book, and a Procedure
Checklists Manual. Sold separately. NEW! Charting examples within the procedures are highlighted
for easier learning. UPDATED coverage of the Electronic Health Record ensures that you are
familiar with the technology you'll use on the job. UPDATED content on alternative therapies and
treatment includes the latest herbal remedies such as red rice yeast for lowering cholesterol, St.
John’s Wort for depression, and probiotic bacteria for GI maladies.
  medical assistant training philadelphia: Postsecondary Sourcebook for Community



Colleges, Technical, Trade, and Business Schools Northeast/Southeast Edition , 2010-12
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