
medical coding books 2023 bundle

medical coding books 2023 bundle offers an essential resource for healthcare
professionals, students, and educators aiming to stay updated with the latest
coding standards and practices. In the rapidly evolving field of medical
coding, having access to the most current and comprehensive materials is
crucial for accurate documentation, billing, and compliance. The 2023 bundle
includes a carefully curated selection of authoritative texts, coding
manuals, and reference guides that cover ICD-10-CM, CPT, HCPCS, and other
critical coding systems. This bundle not only supports certification exam
preparation but also helps coding professionals improve their day-to-day
coding accuracy and efficiency. In this article, the contents of the medical
coding books 2023 bundle will be explored in detail, highlighting the
features, benefits, and practical applications of each included book.
Additionally, tips on how to choose the right coding books and maximize their
value will be discussed to assist users in making informed purchasing
decisions.
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Overview of Medical Coding Books 2023 Bundle
The medical coding books 2023 bundle is designed to provide a comprehensive
set of resources that reflect the latest updates and guidelines in medical
coding. This bundle typically includes the most current versions of the
ICD-10-CM Official Guidelines, CPT Professional Edition, HCPCS Level II
manuals, and specialty coding books. Each text is updated annually to
incorporate changes made by regulatory bodies such as the Centers for
Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) and the American Medical Association
(AMA). These updates ensure that coders have access to the most accurate
codes and instructions necessary for billing, compliance, and reporting.

Contents of the 2023 Bundle
The core contents of the medical coding books 2023 bundle generally include
the following:



ICD-10-CM 2023: The International Classification of Diseases, Tenth
Revision, Clinical Modification, used for diagnosis coding.

CPT 2023 Professional Edition: Current Procedural Terminology codes
essential for documenting medical procedures and services.

HCPCS Level II 2023: Codes for products, supplies, and services not
included in CPT, such as durable medical equipment.

Coding Workbooks and Practice Tests: Resources designed to enhance
coding skills and prepare for certification exams like CPC or CCS.

Specialty Coding Books: Focused texts covering areas such as cardiology,
orthopedics, or emergency medicine for specialized coding knowledge.

Key Components and Features of the Bundle
The medical coding books 2023 bundle is packed with features to aid both
beginners and experienced coders. Each manual and guide integrates official
guidelines, coding tips, and practical coding scenarios. These components are
essential for mastering the complexities of medical documentation and
reimbursement.

Updated Coding Guidelines
One of the most critical features is the inclusion of updated coding
guidelines reflecting changes for the 2023 calendar year. This includes new,
revised, and deleted codes, as well as clarification on coding rules that
impact billing and compliance. Staying current with these guidelines is vital
to avoid claim denials and audits.

Comprehensive Code Listings
Each book provides exhaustive listings of codes, arranged logically to
facilitate ease of use. The ICD-10-CM book arranges codes by chapters and
categories, while the CPT manual organizes codes by sections such as
evaluation and management, surgery, and pathology. The HCPCS manual
supplements these with codes for additional services and supplies.

Practical Coding Examples and Illustrations
To enhance understanding, the bundle often includes real-world coding
examples and illustrations. These help coders apply coding principles to
actual medical records, a critical skill for accuracy and efficiency in



coding tasks.

Supplemental Learning Tools
Additional materials such as coding workbooks, practice exams, and online
resources may be included to support ongoing learning and certification
preparation. These tools allow users to test their knowledge and build
confidence in applying coding standards.

Benefits of Using the Medical Coding Books 2023
Bundle
Utilizing the medical coding books 2023 bundle offers numerous advantages for
healthcare professionals involved in clinical documentation and billing
processes. These benefits extend from improved coding accuracy to enhanced
career development opportunities.

Ensures Compliance and Accuracy
Accurate coding is essential for compliance with healthcare regulations and
for securing appropriate reimbursement. The bundle’s up-to-date codes and
guidelines help coders reduce errors that can lead to claim denials or
audits, ensuring that healthcare providers receive timely and proper payment.

Supports Certification Preparation
For individuals preparing for medical coding certification exams such as the
Certified Professional Coder (CPC) or Certified Coding Specialist (CCS), the
bundle provides comprehensive study materials. Practice tests and detailed
guidelines enable candidates to familiarize themselves with exam formats and
content.

Enhances Professional Knowledge and Skills
The bundle serves as a continuous learning resource, helping coders stay
abreast of coding changes and industry trends. This ongoing education fosters
professional growth, making coders more valuable assets to their employers.

Cost-Effectiveness and Convenience
Purchasing a bundle is often more economical than acquiring each coding book
individually. It also offers the convenience of having all essential



resources in one package, reducing the need to source materials separately.

How to Choose the Right Medical Coding Books
Selecting the most suitable medical coding books 2023 bundle depends on
several factors including individual needs, professional goals, and budget.
Understanding these considerations helps ensure the investment results in
maximum benefit.

Assess Your Coding Experience and Needs
Beginners may require comprehensive introductory materials and coding
workbooks, while experienced coders might prioritize specialty books or
advanced coding manuals. Evaluating your current skill level and coding
responsibilities will guide your selection.

Consider Certification Goals
If preparing for a certification exam, choose a bundle that includes practice
tests and study guides tailored to that specific credential. Bundles aligned
with certifications from AAPC or AHIMA provide targeted preparation
resources.

Check for the Latest Editions
Always verify that the bundle contains the latest 2023 editions of coding
manuals. Using outdated materials can lead to coding inaccuracies and
compliance issues.

Evaluate Additional Resources Included
Some bundles offer online access, coding software, or interactive tools.
These extras can enhance learning and coding efficiency, so consider their
value when making a choice.

Maximizing the Use of Your Medical Coding Books
To gain the full advantage of the medical coding books 2023 bundle, proper
utilization strategies should be adopted. Effective use of these resources
can significantly improve coding accuracy and productivity.



Create a Study Plan
Organize a study schedule to systematically review coding guidelines,
practice exercises, and examples. Regular study sessions help reinforce
knowledge and prepare for certification exams.

Use Coding Scenarios and Practice Tests
Engage actively with practice questions and coding scenarios included in the
bundle. This hands-on approach enhances comprehension and builds confidence
in applying codes to real medical records.

Stay Updated on Coding Changes
Monitor industry updates throughout the year, as coding standards may change
mid-cycle. Supplement the bundle’s information with newsletters or
professional organization alerts to maintain coding accuracy.

Collaborate with Peers and Mentors
Discuss coding challenges and updates with colleagues or mentors to deepen
understanding. Group study and professional networking can provide valuable
insights and support.

Leverage Digital and Supplementary Tools
If the bundle includes online access or software, utilize these tools to
search codes quickly, check for updates, and simulate coding tasks. Digital
resources can enhance efficiency and accuracy.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is included in the Medical Coding Books 2023
Bundle?
The Medical Coding Books 2023 Bundle typically includes the latest editions
of CPT, ICD-10-CM, and HCPCS coding manuals, along with supplementary guides
and coding resources essential for accurate medical billing and coding.

Who can benefit from the Medical Coding Books 2023



Bundle?
Medical coders, billing professionals, healthcare providers, and students
pursuing medical coding certification can benefit from the 2023 bundle as it
provides up-to-date coding standards and guidelines.

Are the Medical Coding Books 2023 Bundle updated
with the latest coding changes?
Yes, the 2023 bundle is updated to reflect the most recent coding changes,
revisions, and additions for the year 2023, ensuring compliance with current
healthcare billing requirements.

Where can I purchase the Medical Coding Books 2023
Bundle?
The Medical Coding Books 2023 Bundle can be purchased from official
publishers like the AMA or CMS websites, authorized medical coding retailers,
and reputable online bookstores such as Amazon.

Is the Medical Coding Books 2023 Bundle available in
digital format?
Many providers offer the 2023 medical coding books in both print and digital
formats, allowing users to choose based on their preference for physical
manuals or convenient electronic access.

How does the Medical Coding Books 2023 Bundle help
with certification exams?
The 2023 bundle provides comprehensive and updated coding references that
align with current exam content, aiding students in studying and preparing
effectively for medical coding certification exams such as CPC or CCS.

Additional Resources
1. 2023 Medical Coding Complete Bundle: ICD-10, CPT, and HCPCS Mastery
This comprehensive bundle covers the essential coding manuals for 2023,
including ICD-10, CPT, and HCPCS guidelines. Designed for medical coders at
all levels, it provides updated codes, practical examples, and case studies
to ensure accurate billing and compliance. The bundle also includes exercises
and quizzes to reinforce learning and improve coding accuracy in real-world
scenarios.

2. 2023 ICD-10-CM Coding Handbook with Answers
An indispensable resource for mastering ICD-10-CM codes, this handbook offers
the latest 2023 updates and coding conventions. It includes detailed



explanations of each chapter, coding tips, and real-life examples to help
coders understand complex diagnoses. The answer key supports self-assessment,
making it ideal for students and professionals preparing for certification.

3. 2023 CPT Professional Edition: Current Procedural Terminology Guide
This edition provides the official CPT codes for 2023, essential for accurate
reporting of medical procedures and services. The guide features new and
revised codes, along with clear descriptions and coding guidelines to assist
healthcare providers and coders. It is designed to improve coding compliance
and facilitate proper reimbursement.

4. HCPCS Level II Coding 2023: Durable Medical Equipment & Supplies
Specializing in HCPCS Level II codes, this book focuses on durable medical
equipment, prosthetics, orthotics, and supplies for 2023. It offers detailed
instructions on code usage, billing tips, and regulatory updates that impact
coding practices. The text is a valuable tool for coders working in
outpatient, home health, and insurance environments.

5. Medical Coding Boot Camp 2023: A Step-by-Step Guide
Ideal for beginners, this book breaks down the fundamentals of medical coding
in an easy-to-understand format. It covers key concepts such as anatomy,
coding systems, and documentation requirements with updated 2023 content.
Interactive exercises and coding scenarios help learners build confidence and
prepare for certification exams.

6. Revenue Cycle Management and Medical Coding 2023
This book explores the intersection of medical coding and revenue cycle
management, emphasizing the impact of accurate coding on healthcare finances.
Updated for 2023, it includes strategies for reducing claim denials,
improving coding accuracy, and optimizing reimbursement. Healthcare
administrators and coders will find practical advice for enhancing
operational efficiency.

7. 2023 Risk Adjustment Coding Manual for Medical Coders
Focused on the growing field of risk adjustment, this manual provides
detailed guidance on coding diagnoses that affect patient risk scores. The
2023 edition includes updated coding rules and documentation requirements for
Medicare Advantage and other risk-based programs. It is an essential resource
for coders working in managed care and population health settings.

8. Advanced Medical Coding Techniques 2023
Designed for experienced coders, this book delves into complex coding
scenarios and specialty-specific guidelines updated for 2023. Topics include
oncology, cardiology, and surgical coding with practical tips to handle
challenging cases. The text also addresses compliance issues and the latest
regulatory changes affecting coding practices.

9. Medical Coding Exam Prep 2023: Practice Questions and Case Studies
This exam preparation guide offers a robust collection of practice questions,
case studies, and coding exercises aligned with 2023 coding standards. It
covers ICD-10, CPT, and HCPCS codes to help candidates prepare for



certification exams such as CPC and CCS. Detailed answer explanations support
learning and boost test-taking confidence.
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  medical coding books 2023 bundle: Buck's 2023 Coding Exam Review - E-Book Elsevier,
2022-11-24 Prepare to succeed on your coding certification exam with Buck's Coding Exam Review
2023: The Physician and Facility Certification Step! This extensive exam review provides complete
coverage of all topics included on the physician and facility coding certification exams — including
anatomy, terminology, and pathophysiology for each body system; reimbursement issues; CPT,
HCPCS, and ICD-10-CM/PCS coding; and more. Six full practice exams (with answers and rationales)
simulate the testing experience and provide enough practice to reassure even the most insecure
exam-taker. It's the only coding exam review you need! - UNIQUE! Six full practice exams on the
Evolve companion website simulate the experience of taking the actual coding certification exams,
allowing you to assess your strengths and weaknesses in order to develop a plan for focused study. -
Full coverage and exam prep for facility and physician coding - Answers and rationales to questions
on the practice exams let you check your work. - Concise outline format helps you access key
information quickly and study more efficiently. - Mobile-optimized quick quizzes offer on-the-go
practice with more than 350 medical terminology, pathophysiology, CPT, HCPCS, and ICD-10-CM
questions. - Real-life coding reports simulate the reports that you will encounter on the job and
challenge you to apply key coding principles to actual cases. - Test-taking tips in the Success
Strategies section guide you step-by-step through the entire exam process. - NEW! Updated content
features the latest coding information available, promoting accurate coding and success on the job. -
NEW! Revised physician exam mimics the latest format changes to best simulate the exam
experience.
  medical coding books 2023 bundle: Handbook of Class 11 & 12 (Set of 3 Books)
Physics, Chemistry, Biology | Must Have for NEET & all Medical Entrance Exams 2023
Oswaal Editorial Board, 2023-03-14 Description of the product: • Get Concept Clarity & Revision
with Important Formulae & Derivations • Fill Learning Gaps with 300+ Concept Videos • Get
Valuable Concept Insights with Appendix, Smart Mind maps &amp; Mnemonics • Free Online
Assessment with Oswaal 360.
  medical coding books 2023 bundle: Buck's Coding Exam Review 2024 - E-Book Elsevier,
2023-11-23 - NEW! Updated content features the latest coding information available, promoting
accurate coding and success on the job.
  medical coding books 2023 bundle: Ferri's Clinical Advisor 2025 - E-BOOK Fred F. Ferri,
2024-06-05 For more than 25 years, Ferri's Clinical Advisor has provided immediate answers on the
myriad medical diseases and disorders you're likely to encounter in a unique, easy-to-use format. A
bestselling title year after year, this popular 5 books in 1 reference delivers vast amounts of
information in a user-friendly manner. It is updated annually to provide current and clinically
relevant answers on over 1,000 common medical conditions, including diseases and disorders,
differential diagnoses, clinical algorithms, laboratory tests, and clinical practice guidelines―all
carefully reviewed by experts in key clinical fields. Extensive algorithms, along with hundreds of

https://staging.devenscommunity.com/archive-library-508/files?docid=dnb26-8780&title=medical-coding-books-2023-bundle.pdf
https://staging.devenscommunity.com/archive-library-708/files?dataid=lFG85-5556&title=teacher-epi-assessment-sample-questions.pdf
https://staging.devenscommunity.com/archive-library-708/files?dataid=lFG85-5556&title=teacher-epi-assessment-sample-questions.pdf


high-quality photographs, illustrations, diagrams, and tables, ensure that you stay current with
today's medical practice. - Contains significant updates throughout all 5 sections, covering all
aspects of diagnosis and treatment - Features 26 all-new topics including eosinophilic gastroenteritis
(EGE), retroperitoneal abscess, adenomyosis, periprosthetic joint infection, tonic pupil, rectal
adenocarcinoma, nightmares and dream disturbances, avoidance/restrictive food intake disorder
(ARFID), hypokalemia, cardiac implantable electronic device infection, heparin resistance, and
hypertrophic pyloric stenosis, among others - Includes useful appendices covering palliative care,
preoperative evaluation, nutrition, poison management, commonly used herbal products in
integrated medicine, and much more - Offers online access to newly revised and updated Patient
Teaching Guides in both English and Spanish
  medical coding books 2023 bundle: Medical Coding in the Real World, 2e Full Bundle
Elizabeth Roberts, 2020-03-31 workbook, book, and VLab
  medical coding books 2023 bundle: Daisy: Not Your Average Super-sleuth! The First
Bundle R T Green, 2023-11-11 It all begins with a rose bush, mysteriously uprooted in the middle of
the night, revealing a horrific secret... If you’ve not met our R.E.D. (Retired Extremely Daisy)
heroine yet, the first bundle is a great way to get to know her, and the hit series! Three full books for
less than the price of two! Daisy moved to a village a few miles from Kings Lynn in Norfolk a year
ago, after a very unfortunate incident in London made her decide village life was the best option.
She’s adapted to country life quite well, although she rather irreverently refers to the village of
Great Wiltingham as the ‘place people go to wilt’. She does have a wicked side, after all! “One of the
best cozy mystery series I’ve ever read!” “A real breath of fresh literary air!” In the first book, after
some strange goings-on and a murder in the village, Daisy and Aidan, together with a young
police-woman called Sarah, whose curiosity gets the better of her, set about solving the mystery. It
all begins with a rose bush, mysteriously uprooted in the middle of the night, revealing a horrific
secret... In the second book, village life has reverted to as normal as it ever gets where Daisy is
concerned. Then one morning everything changes, in a very tragic way. To begin with, Daisy
believes someone from her past is responsible. Before she retired, she had a job very few people
have, after all. Then a clue from a really unexpected source makes her wonder if it might be
someone much closer to home. So once again she becomes the worm on the hook, much to Aidan
and Sarah’s horror. For Daisy there’s no choice, because this time it’s just about as personal as it
gets… In the third book, following a surprise lead their daughter might have been sold by traffickers
to someone in Africa three years ago, Daisy, Aidan and Sarah head for Uganda. But they’ve only
been in the country a few minutes when a mysterious dying man thrusts a note into Daisy’s hand. As
he gasps his last breath, he begs her not to involve the police. She suddenly realises there isn’t just
one, but two mysteries to be solved! The extra mystery deepens as three different people confess to
a murder that took place many years ago. But there’s a silver lining to solving a case the local police
closed in the nineteen-sixties, because it unearths an overgrown path that just might lead them to
Celia. A path that could very well end in an international incident! Read all about Daisy, Sandie, and
everything else we do, on the new rtgreen website. Enjoy!
  medical coding books 2023 bundle: Precision Medicine in Clinical Practice Mandana
Hasanzad, 2022-09-30 The book provides complete information on the cornerstones of precision
medicine through the omics approach. Clinical applications of genomics and precision medicine have
progressed from a theoretical wish list to an impactful force in medical practice.Step-by-step
descriptions are provided from basics to the future application and its benefit in clinical practice.
Precision medicine aims to personalize health care by tailoring decisions and treatments to each
individual in every possible way. Precision medicine includes pharmacogenomics. Essential
information is provided on the role of precision medicine and pharmacogenomics in the clinical
practice of cancer, cardiovascular disease, diabetes, psychiatric disease, and also the importance for
healthcare professionals. This book will assist the practitioners how to integrate precision medicine
and pharmacogenomics data into their clinical practice. It is hoped that physicians, pharmacists, and
scientists with basic scientific knowledge of precision medicine will findthis book useful.



  medical coding books 2023 bundle: Medical Coding in the Real World and VLab Encoder
Bundle 3e, AC234021VB Roberts, 2021-12-31
  medical coding books 2023 bundle: Human Interaction & Emerging Technologies
(IHIET 2023): Artificial Intelligence & Future Applications  Tareq Ahram and Redha Taiar,
2023-08-22 Proceedings of the 10th International Conference on Human Interaction and Emerging
Technologies, IHIET 2023, August 22-24, 2023, Universite? Co?te d'Azur, Nice, France.
  medical coding books 2023 bundle: General English Manish k. Upadhyay, 2023-02-12 Very
useful for compititive exams.
  medical coding books 2023 bundle: DIGI SMART BOOKS Understanding NCERT
Economic Development (Economics) for Class 10 GBP Editorial, 2023-08-11 Rationalised
textbooks published by NCERT The latest syllabus prescribed by the CBSE The latest Sample Paper
released by the CBSE Notes on each topic/subtopic/activity published in the NCERT textbook along
with separate videos explanation for each item. Comprehensive Explanation of each and every Intext
Ouestion and Questions given in the exercise in the book published by NCERT with separate video
explanation for each question. Comprehensive Question Bank on each chapter covering all varieties
of questions as given in the CBSE Sample Paper along with separate video explanation for each
question. The latest CBSE Sample Paper with video explanation of each question. Model Test Papers
along with video explanation of each question
  medical coding books 2023 bundle: The Publishers' and Stationers' Weekly Trade Circular
Anonymous, 2023-03-13 Reprint of the original, first published in 1872. The publishing house
Anatiposi publishes historical books as reprints. Due to their age, these books may have missing
pages or inferior quality. Our aim is to preserve these books and make them available to the public
so that they do not get lost.
  medical coding books 2023 bundle: Examination of the Newborn Helen Baston, Heather
Durward, 2025-03-06 Newborn babies are examined at around 6 to 72 hours after their birth to rule
out major congenital abnormalities and reassure the parents that their baby is healthy. This practical
text is a step-by-step guide for all practitioners who undertake this clinical examination. Examination
of the Newborn encourages the reader to view each mother and baby as unique, taking into account
their experiences preconceptually, antenatally and through childbirth. The text covers: the role of
the first examination as a screening tool normal fetal development parents’ concerns and how to
respond to them the impact of antenatal diagnostic screening the events of labour and birth the
clinical examination of the neonate the identification and management of congenital abnormalities
accountability and legal issues. This new edition is thoroughly revised throughout to meet current
Nursing and Midwifery Council (NMC), General Medical Council (GMC) and National Screening
Committee standards. It reflects the new standards and key performance indicators from NHS
England (2024). Case scenarios, model answers, questions and further reading help the reader to
apply the content to their own practice. This textbook is particularly valuable for midwives and
nurses undertaking Examination of the Newborn modules as well as a useful reference work for
those already performing this role. It provides midwives and other practitioners involved in neonatal
examination with a comprehensive guide to the holistic examination of the newborn infant.
  medical coding books 2023 bundle: Miscellaneous and Posthumous Works of Henry
Thomas Buckle Helen Taylor, 2023-05-05 Reprint of the original, first published in 1872.
  medical coding books 2023 bundle: Equity, Diversity and Inclusion for Nursing Associates
Jacqueline Chang, 2024-03-29 Nursing Associates work in a culturally diverse world and care for
people with a variety of backgrounds, identities and beliefs. This book introduces you to the key
principles of equity, diversity and inclusion that you need to follow in order to challenge poor
practice and provide excellent person-centred care. Covering important topics such as unconscious
bias, legal requirements and professional standards, this book will guide you through applying what
you’ve learnt and maintaining EDI principles within your career. Key features Fully mapped to the
NMC Standards of Proficiency for Nursing Associates (2018) Explains the key legal, professional and
ethical EDI standards you need to understand in order to provide excellent person-centred care to a



diverse range of patients Case studies and activities encourage self-reflection and illustrate what
EDI looks across different healthcare settings Written specifically to address the unique experiences,
challenges and requirements of the nursing associate role
  medical coding books 2023 bundle: Moral Leadership Deborah L. Rhode, 2015-06-10 Moral
Leadership brings together in one comprehensive volume essays from leading scholars in law,
leadership, psychology, political science, and ethics to provide practical, theoretical policy guidance.
The authors explore key questions about moral leadership such as: How do leaders form, sustain,
and transmit moral commitments? Under what conditions are those processes most effective? What
is the impact of ethics officers, codes, training programs, and similar initiatives? How do standards
and practices vary across context and culture? What can we do at the individual, organizational, and
societal level to foster moral leadership? Throughout the book, the contributors identify what people
know, and only think they know, about the role of ethics in key decision-making positions. The
essays focus on issues such as the definition and importance of moral leadership and the factors that
influence its exercise, along with practical strategies for promoting ethical behavior. Moral
Leadership addresses the dynamics of moral leadership, with particular emphasis on major obstacles
that stand in its way: impaired judgment, self-interest, and power. Finally, the book explores moral
leadership in a variety of contexts?business and the professions, nonprofit organizations, and the
international arena.
  medical coding books 2023 bundle: Miscellaneous and Posthumous Works of Henry
Thomas Buckle Anonymous, 2023-05-06 Reprint of the original, first published in 1872. The
publishing house Anatiposi publishes historical books as reprints. Due to their age, these books may
have missing pages or inferior quality. Our aim is to preserve these books and make them available
to the public so that they do not get lost.
  medical coding books 2023 bundle: Miscellaneous and Posthumous Henry Buckle,
2023-03-23 Reprint of the original, first published in 1872. The publishing house Anatiposi publishes
historical books as reprints. Due to their age, these books may have missing pages or inferior
quality. Our aim is to preserve these books and make them available to the public so that they do not
get lost.
  medical coding books 2023 bundle: Oswaal Handbook of Biology Class 11 & 12 | Must
Have for NEET & Medical Entrance Exams Oswaal Editorial Board, 2023-03-04 Description of
the product: • Get Concept Clarity & Revision with Important Formulae & Derivations • Fill
Learning Gaps with 300+ Concept Videos • Get Valuable Concept Insights with Appendix, Smart
Mind maps & Mnemonics • Free Online Assessment with Oswaal 360.
  medical coding books 2023 bundle: Grumbones Jenn Bennett, 2023-08-01 Pixar’s Coco meets
Neil Gaiman in this “terrifically eerie and atmospheric…a skillful mix of scary, sweet, and silly”
(Booklist) middle grade novel about a girl whose quest to ensure her deceased grandmother is
resting peacefully leads her to the magical and perilous kingdoms of the underworld. Everyone in
Whispering Pines knows their town is full of ghosts, but Helena Novak hasn’t seen a trace of her late
grandmother, Babi. Helena and her best friend, Ben, spend most of their free time in the cemetery,
yet no amount of gifts on Babi’s grave has lured her spirit out. But someone else has been paying
attention. Helena feels she’s being followed, and one day, all Babi’s grave gifts disappear. When
Helena and Ben investigate, they find a secret door in a crypt that leads to the underworld itself. The
sprawling subterranean world is a maze of eerie kingdoms, piercing castles, creepy forests, swirling
seas, and crowded marketplaces full of unsavory characters. While the living can visit, if they get
lost—or taken by the mysterious Nightmare—they won’t be able to leave. Despite the danger, Helena
is set on finding her grandmother and seeing for herself that Babi is doing well in this strange place.
So when eccentric underworld guide Grumbones offers to help Helena and Ben find their way, they
think it’s their lucky break. Sure, he looks like Santa’s skinny evil brother and some of the memento
mori spilling out of his pockets look awfully familiar, but better a slightly suspicious helper than
none at all…right?
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