medical laboratory science interview
questions

medical laboratory science interview questions are a critical aspect for candidates preparing to
enter the field of medical laboratory science. Interviews in this domain often assess both technical
knowledge and practical skills, as well as the candidate’s ability to handle real-world laboratory
scenarios. Understanding the types of questions commonly asked can help applicants present
themselves confidently and competently. This article explores a variety of questions typically
encountered during medical laboratory science interviews, ranging from technical and behavioral to
situational inquiries. Additionally, it offers guidance on how to effectively respond to these questions
to demonstrate expertise and professionalism. The discussion also covers key competencies and
qualities interviewers seek in candidates within this specialized healthcare sector. Readers will find
a structured overview designed to improve their preparedness for upcoming interviews in medical
laboratory science.

e Common Technical Questions in Medical Laboratory Science Interviews
e Behavioral and Situational Interview Questions
e Key Skills and Competencies Evaluated During Interviews

e Tips for Answering Medical Laboratory Science Interview Questions

Common Technical Questions in Medical Laboratory
Science Interviews

Technical questions form the backbone of medical laboratory science interview questions. They
evaluate a candidate's depth of knowledge in laboratory procedures, instrumentation, and principles
of medical testing. Candidates should be prepared to discuss various laboratory techniques, quality
control measures, and diagnostic procedures.

Understanding Laboratory Techniques and Procedures

Interviewers frequently ask about fundamental laboratory techniques such as microscopy,
hematology, microbiology, and clinical chemistry. Candidates might be required to explain how they
perform specific tests, interpret results, or troubleshoot common issues.

Questions on Quality Control and Safety

Ensuring accuracy and safety in the laboratory is paramount. Interview questions often cover topics
such as quality assurance protocols, calibration of instruments, handling of reagents, and adherence



to safety regulations like OSHA standards.

Examples of Common Technical Questions

¢ Describe the process of performing a complete blood count (CBC).
e How do you identify and handle contaminated specimens?

e Explain the importance of quality control in laboratory testing.

e What steps do you take to calibrate laboratory instruments?

e How do you prioritize samples when faced with a large workload?

Behavioral and Situational Interview Questions

Behavioral and situational questions assess how candidates apply their knowledge in real-world
scenarios and interact within a team or clinical environment. These questions reveal problem-solving
skills, communication abilities, and professional ethics.

Common Behavioral Questions

Interviewers often inquire about past experiences to gauge a candidate’s interpersonal skills and
adaptability. Questions may probe how candidates manage stress, resolve conflicts, or handle
mistakes.

Situational Questions Specific to Medical Laboratory Science

Situational questions present hypothetical scenarios to determine candidates’ critical thinking and
decision-making skills. These may involve dealing with unexpected test results, equipment failures,
or urgent clinical requests.

Examples of Behavioral and Situational Questions

e Describe a time when you identified an error in a test result. How did you handle it?
e How do you manage tight deadlines in a high-pressure laboratory environment?
e Can you give an example of how you worked effectively as part of a healthcare team?

e What would you do if you noticed a colleague not following safety protocols?



e How do you stay updated with advancements in medical laboratory science?

Key Skills and Competencies Evaluated During
Interviews

Medical laboratory science interview questions also aim to evaluate specific skills and competencies
essential for success in the profession. These include technical proficiency, attention to detail,
analytical thinking, and communication skills.

Technical Proficiency and Analytical Skills

Interviewers look for candidates who demonstrate strong technical abilities in handling laboratory
equipment and interpreting complex data accurately. Analytical skills are crucial for diagnosing and
solving problems encountered during testing.

Attention to Detail and Accuracy

Precision is vital in medical laboratory science. Candidates must exhibit meticulous attention to
detail to avoid errors that could impact patient care. Interview questions often explore how
candidates ensure accuracy in their work.

Communication and Teamwork

Effective communication with colleagues, clinicians, and other healthcare professionals is essential.
Interview questions may assess how candidates convey technical information clearly and collaborate
within multidisciplinary teams.

Examples of Competencies Interviewers Seek

e Proficiency in laboratory information systems (LIS)
* Knowledge of regulatory standards and compliance
e Problem-solving and critical thinking abilities

e Time management and organizational skills

e Commitment to continuous learning and professional development



Tips for Answering Medical Laboratory Science
Interview Questions

Effectively answering medical laboratory science interview questions requires preparation and
strategic communication. Candidates should focus on demonstrating their expertise,
professionalism, and suitability for the role.

Research and Prepare Thoroughly

Understanding the specific requirements of the job and the employer’s focus areas is essential.
Candidates should review common technical concepts, laboratory protocols, and recent advances in
medical laboratory science.

Use the STAR Method for Behavioral Questions

Structured responses using the Situation, Task, Action, and Result (STAR) method can clearly
convey experiences and problem-solving skills. This approach helps in providing concise and
relevant answers.

Highlight Soft Skills Alongside Technical Knowledge

While technical competence is critical, demonstrating communication skills, teamwork, and
adaptability can differentiate candidates. Emphasizing these qualities during interviews can enhance
overall impressions.

Practice Common Questions and Mock Interviews

Rehearsing answers to frequently asked medical laboratory science interview questions builds
confidence and reduces anxiety. Mock interviews with peers or mentors can provide valuable
feedback.

Maintain Professionalism and Positivity

Approaching the interview with a professional demeanor, active listening, and positive attitude
reflects well on candidates. Clear articulation and respectful engagement contribute to a successful
interview experience.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is medical laboratory science and why is it important?

Medical laboratory science involves performing laboratory tests on patient samples to help diagnose,
treat, and prevent diseases. It is important because accurate lab results are critical for effective
patient care.

What are the key skills required for a medical laboratory
scientist?

Key skills include attention to detail, analytical thinking, proficiency in laboratory techniques,
knowledge of safety protocols, problem-solving abilities, and effective communication.

How do you ensure accuracy and reliability in laboratory test
results?

Accuracy and reliability are ensured by following standardized procedures, calibrating equipment
regularly, performing quality control checks, and adhering to laboratory protocols and guidelines.

Can you explain the difference between sensitivity and
specificity in diagnostic tests?

Sensitivity is the ability of a test to correctly identify patients with a disease (true positive rate),
while specificity is the ability to correctly identify those without the disease (true negative rate).

How do you handle a situation when you suspect a laboratory
test result is incorrect?

I would first review the procedure and sample handling, repeat the test if possible, consult with
colleagues or supervisors, and document the issue while following lab protocols to ensure patient
safety.

What experience do you have with laboratory information
systems (LIS)?

I have experience entering and managing patient data, tracking samples, generating reports, and
ensuring data integrity using LIS software in compliance with privacy regulations.

How do you stay updated with advancements in medical
laboratory science?

I stay updated by attending professional workshops, reading scientific journals, participating in
continuing education courses, and being a member of relevant professional organizations.

Describe a time when you identified an error in the lab and



how you addressed it.

Once, I noticed a calibration error in a hematology analyzer that could have led to incorrect results. I
immediately reported it, halted testing on the device, recalibrated the instrument, and verified
accuracy before resuming work.

What safety protocols are essential in a medical laboratory
setting?

Essential safety protocols include proper use of personal protective equipment (PPE), correct
handling and disposal of biohazard materials, adherence to infection control procedures, and regular
safety training.

How do you prioritize your tasks during a busy shift in the
laboratory?

[ prioritize tasks based on urgency and impact on patient care, manage time efficiently,
communicate with team members to coordinate workflow, and remain adaptable to changing
demands.

Additional Resources

1. Medical Laboratory Science Interview Questions and Answers

This book offers a comprehensive collection of commonly asked questions in medical laboratory
science interviews, along with detailed answers. It helps candidates prepare effectively by covering
technical, behavioral, and situational questions. The guide is ideal for both fresh graduates and
experienced professionals seeking to enter or advance in the field.

2. Ultimate Guide to Medical Laboratory Technician Interview Success

A practical handbook designed to boost confidence and competence during medical laboratory
technician interviews. It includes sample questions, answer strategies, and tips for presenting
oneself professionally. The book also covers key concepts in laboratory science to help candidates
demonstrate their knowledge.

3. Medical Laboratory Science: Interview Preparation and Career Guide

This resource combines interview preparation with career advice tailored for medical laboratory
scientists. It discusses common interview formats, critical thinking questions, and the latest trends
in the field. Readers gain insight into what employers look for and how to highlight relevant skills.

4. Top 100 Medical Laboratory Scientist Interview Questions

Featuring a curated list of the most frequently asked interview questions, this book helps candidates
practice and refine their responses. It emphasizes technical proficiency, problem-solving abilities,
and ethical considerations in laboratory work. The concise explanations make it a quick and effective
study tool.

5. Behavioral Interview Questions for Medical Laboratory Professionals
Focused on behavioral aspects, this book prepares candidates to answer questions about teamwork,
conflict resolution, and workplace ethics. It provides real-world scenarios and sample answers to



help applicants showcase their interpersonal skills. The guide is valuable for those looking to excel
in competency-based interviews.

6. Clinical Laboratory Scientist Interview Review

A thorough review book that covers both technical knowledge and interview techniques specific to
clinical laboratory scientists. It includes practice questions, detailed answer keys, and advice on how
to handle panel interviews. The content is aligned with current industry standards and certification
requirements.

7. Medical Laboratory Science Interview Questions: A Practical Approach

This book takes a hands-on approach to interview preparation by offering practice exercises and
mock interviews. It addresses common challenges candidates face and suggests ways to articulate
experiences effectively. The practical tips help reduce anxiety and improve overall interview
performance.

8. Essential Medical Laboratory Science Interview Questions and Model Answers

Providing model answers for essential interview questions, this book serves as a reference for
crafting well-structured responses. It covers laboratory techniques, safety protocols, and quality
control measures. The explanations help candidates understand the rationale behind each answer to
better tailor their responses.

9. Preparing for a Medical Laboratory Scientist Job Interview

This guide focuses on the entire interview process, from application to follow-up. It offers strategies
for resume building, answering technical and behavioral questions, and negotiating job offers. The
book aims to equip candidates with the confidence and knowledge to secure their desired position in
the medical laboratory field.
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medical laboratory science interview questions: Elsevier's Medical Laboratory Science
Examination Review Linda Graeter, Elizabeth Hertenstein, Charity Accurso, Gideon Labiner,
2014-08-28 Elsevier's Medical Laboratory Science Examination Review is a brand-new resource that
offers all the review, practice, and support you need to prepare for the either the MLS or MLT
certification examination. Each chapter in the book offers a thorough review on one of the core
areas of Medical Laboratory Science as outlined by the ASCP Board of Certification. Practice
questions are also featured at the end of each chapter and explanations and rationales for each
correct answer appear at the end of the text. Plus, an eight-page full-color insert displays
photomicrographs of hematological and microbiological specimens exactly as they appear under the
microscope and on the MLS and MLT certification exams. A mock certifications exam is included in
the print book as well as online at the companion Evolve website - which also houses additional
practice questions - totaling 1,000 questions in all. - Inclusion of both MLS and MLT level content
and questions enables the book to be used for both certification exams - Print mock exam at the end
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of the book contains 100 certification examination preparation questions. - Content reviews in
outline form enables each topic to be easily reviewed but covered in an appropriate depth. - Online
mock exams on the companion Evolve website include all the practice questions from the book plus
additional unique questions that can be used to create mock exams for extra practice. - Eight-page
full-color insert within the book features 50 illustrations that show hematological and
microbiological photomicrographs. - Test-taking tips and suggestions discuss the exam, how it's set
up and scored, when to answer, guess and not answers questions, how to identify distracters, and
more.

medical laboratory science interview questions: Medical Laboratory Science Review
Robert R Harr, 2012-10-11 Use this comprehensive resource to gain the theoretical and practical
knowledge you need to be prepared for classroom tests and certification and licensure examinations.

medical laboratory science interview questions: The Complete Guide to Lab Technician
Work: Overview and Interview Q&A Chetan Singh, The Complete Guide to Lab Technician Work:
Overview and Interview Q&A is an essential resource for individuals looking to start a career as a
lab technician or for those already working in the field who want to expand their knowledge and
skills. This Lab Technician guidebook covers everything from lab safety and equipment usage to
advanced laboratory techniques and emerging technologies. In Chapter 1, readers will learn about
the role of a lab technician, the education and training required, and the necessary skills and
attributes for success. Chapter 2 focuses on the importance of lab safety, including understanding
chemical hazards, wearing personal protective equipment, and emergency procedures. Chapter 3
provides an in-depth exploration of laboratory equipment, including common instruments and their
functions, proper usage and maintenance, and calibration and troubleshooting techniques. In
Chapter 4, readers will learn about laboratory techniques, such as sample preparation, laboratory
measurements and analysis, quality control, and data recording and reporting. Chapter 5 covers the
basics of chemistry, including atomic structure and the periodic table, chemical bonding and
reactions, acids and bases, and solutions and concentration calculations. In Chapter 6, readers will
learn about microbiology, including microbial morphology and identification, culturing and isolation
techniques, sterilization methods, and antimicrobial susceptibility testing. Chapter 7 focuses on
hematology, including blood cell morphology and function, hematological disorders and disease
states, laboratory testing for blood disorders, and blood transfusion protocols. In Chapter 8, readers
will learn about immunology, including the immune system, antibody structure and function,
immunoassay techniques, and diagnostic tests for immune disorders. Chapter 9 covers clinical
chemistry, including analytical methods for measuring chemical constituents in biological samples,
liver and kidney function tests, and lipid and glucose metabolism testing. In Chapter 10, readers will
learn about laboratory management, including workflow optimization, quality management systems,
inventory management, and personnel management and development. Chapter 11 explores
emerging technologies in laboratory science, including advances in automation and robotics,
point-of-care testing, precision medicine and personalized diagnostics, and the impact of artificial
intelligence and machine learning. In Chapter 12, readers will find an extensive list of lab technician
interview questions and answers to help them prepare for job interviews. Finally, in chapter 13,
readers will learn about career paths and professional development opportunities for lab
technicians, including advancement opportunities, continuing education and certification programs,
networking, and professional organizations. Overall, The Complete Guide to Lab Technician Work:
Overview and Interview Q&A provides readers with an exhaustive understanding of the role of a lab
technician, essential knowledge and skills, and career development opportunities. Whether you are
just starting out or looking to advance your career, this book is a must-read for anyone in the field of
laboratory science.

medical laboratory science interview questions: HCPC Registered Biomedical Scientists
Qualified Abroad Dr Lydia Taiwo, 2024-10-25 This book is specifically designed for HCPC-registered
Biomedical Scientists who are qualified abroad and currently unemployed or seeking employment in
the UK. By the end of this eBook, you will be able to: Follow a clear, step-by-step process to secure



employment in any UK hospital laboratory. Understand the critical importance of training and work
experience as essential prerequisites for employment within the UK healthcare system. Learn how to
find and engage a mentor to support your professional development as a Biomedical Scientist. Book
a personalized 30-minute consultation with me to help set your initial career goals and create a
tailored plan for success. Please note, if you are already employed as a Biomedical Scientist in the
UK or if you are a UK graduate, this book is not intended for you.

medical laboratory science interview questions: From A Biomedical Scientist to A Clinical
Scientist Dr Lydia Taiwo, 2024-10-25 From Biomedical Scientist to Clinical Scientist explains the
process in seven simple steps. It provides readers with a nuanced understanding of the crucial role
played by clinical scientists in shaping the future of healthcare. The book serves as an inspirational
guide for aspiring Biomedical Scientists wanting to become Clinical Scientists.

medical laboratory science interview questions: Pathology Laboratory Support Staff (Band
Two to Four) Interview Questions and Answers For Biomedical Science Graduates without HCPC
Registration Dr Lydia Taiwo, 2024-10-25 This concise guide provides essential interview questions
and answers tailored for Biomedical Science graduates aspiring to secure positions in Pathology
Laboratory Support roles ranging from Band Two to Four. Designed specifically for individuals
without HCPC registration, this resource offers comprehensive insights into the skills, knowledge,
and attributes required to excel in these positions. From specimen handling and laboratory
procedures to quality assurance and teamwork, candidates will find valuable tips and sample
responses to help them navigate their interviews successfully. Whether you're aiming for entry-level
roles or seeking advancement within the laboratory environment, this guide equips you with the
confidence and preparation needed to impress potential employers and kickstart your career in
pathology laboratory support.

medical laboratory science interview questions: Major and Minor Prophets Summarised
Notes Dr Lydia Taiwo, 2024-10-30 This book provides clear and accessible summaries of the
messages of both Major and Minor Prophets from the Old Testament. Each section captures key
themes, historical context, and spiritual insights, making it an ideal resource for students, educators,
and anyone seeking to understand the prophetic writings. The notes highlight the prophets'
teachings on justice, repentance, and hope, and also highlight their enduring relevance for today.
This summary is perfect for quick reference, study groups, or as an introductory overview of these
profound biblical texts.

medical laboratory science interview questions: An Introduction to Clinical Laboratory
Science Jeanne M. Clerc, 1992

medical laboratory science interview questions: Bacterial Infection Treatment:
Combined Power of Vaccines and Antibiotics Dr Lydia Taiwo, 2024-10-29 Bacterial Infection
Treatment: Combined Power of Vaccines and Antibiotics explores the dynamic synergy between two
cornerstone approaches in combating bacterial infections, the relationship between vaccines, which
bolster the body's immune defenses, and antibiotics, which directly target bacterial pathogens. A
CPD certificate is available on request with this eBook

medical laboratory science interview questions: Addressing Transfusion Shortages:
Artificial Blood Substitutes for Scientists Dr Lydia Taiwo, This book focuses on the development
and potential of artificial blood substitutes in mitigating transfusion shortages. It explores innovative
scientific approaches aimed at creating viable alternatives to traditional blood transfusions. Topics
include the latest advancements, challenges, and the promising role of artificial blood substitutes in
addressing critical shortages, offering a comprehensive view for scientists interested in this
groundbreaking field. A CPD certificate is available on request for this CPD eBook.

medical laboratory science interview questions: Unemployed UK Graduates of Biomedical
Science Dr Lydia Taiwo, 2024-10-25 This book is specifically designed for UK Biomedical Science
graduates who are currently seeking employment in hospital laboratories. By following the detailed,
step-by-step process outlined in this guide, you will be equipped with the tools and strategies
necessary to secure a position within the UK's healthcare system. Whether you're navigating the




complexities of applications or preparing for interviews, this resource is tailored to help you
successfully transition from graduate to employed professional in any UK hospital laboratory.

medical laboratory science interview questions: Laboratory Operations and Management
Jeanne Isabel, Patricia Ellinger, Dana Griffin, 2024-10-01 Management and lab operations for career
entry-level students! The path to leadership success in the lab begins with a firm foundation in the
many facets of management! Designed to meet the needs of today’s students, this new text
introduces the principles of laboratory management and demonstrates how to apply them in the
real-world. It builds a foundation in the administration of personnel and finance. It also addresses
the broad range of knowledge needed to become an effective leader in today’s increasingly complex
environment... quality measures, compliance, safety regulations, and professionalism—information
critical for all laboratory personnel, including the new supervisor.

medical laboratory science interview questions: How to Get Free Shipping: A Shopper’s
Guide to Saving Money Dr Lydia Taiwo, 2025-01-20 Imagine never paying another dime for shipping
again. Whether you're shopping online or sending gifts across the globe, this guide will teach you
how to unlock free delivery options and keep your hard-earned cash where it belongs—in your
pocket! Inside, you’ll find dozens of strategies for leveraging free shipping on bulk orders,
international deliveries, furniture, groceries, and even same-day services. Whether you’'re shopping
online or in-store, shipping by air, sea, rail, or road, this book has the tools you need to save money
and shop smarter. Say goodbye to shipping fees forever—grab your copy today and start saving!

medical laboratory science interview questions: Clinical Laboratory Science Education
& Management M. Ann Wallace, Deanna Klosinski, 1998 Clinical Laboratory Science Education &
Management is the first resource to cover the full range of education and management skills
mandated by the NAACLS, ASCP, and NCA. Its remarkably varied, interactive approach helps you
master these skills to the fullest! Separate sections comprehensively address education and
management. Every chapter features objectives, activities, discussion, references, and selected
readings. This consistent structure simplifies learning. Activities challenge you to develop the
critical thinking skills necessary for handling difficult situations and generating solutions to
real-world issues. They also help you build your skills for communicating with students, co-workers,
employees, and colleagues. User-friendly illustrations demonstrate important concepts and
situations.

medical laboratory science interview questions: How To Be Debt-free Your Debt-Free
Journey Dr Lydia Taiwo, 2025-01-21 Are you overwhelmed by debt and struggling to find a way out?
What if you could take control of your financial future, erase your debt, and build lasting wealth—all
without feeling trapped or helpless? In this life-changing guide, you'll discover proven strategies to
conquer your debts, transform your money mindset, and achieve the financial freedom you've always
dreamed of. It's time to stop letting debt dictate your life. Take the first step toward financial
liberation today

medical laboratory science interview questions: Laboratory Total Quality Management
for Practitioners and Students of Medical Laboratory Science Erhabor Osaro, Adias Teddy
Charles, 2012 This book will enable the production of reliable, accurate, reproducible (best possible
care) results that satisfies the customer's requirements obtained from an accredited, process
oriented, health and safety conscious laboratory that is cost effectively run (value for money) by
qualified, certified and highly motivated biomedical staff (Joy and pride at work) using well
maintained, validated and quality controlled equipments and appropriately stored reagents on the
right sample drawn from the right patient that is appropriately communicated in a timely fashion to
the requesting clinician to enable them render the best possible evidenced- based medical care to
their patients.

medical laboratory science interview questions: Clinical Laboratory Management
Timothy C. Allen, Vickie S. Baselski, Deirdre L. Church, Donald S. Karcher, Michael R. Lewis,
Andrea J. Linscott, Melinda D. Poulter, Gary W. Procop, Alice S. Weissfeld, Donna M. Wolk,
2024-03-25 Clinical Laboratory Management Apply the principles of management in a clinical



setting with this vital guide Clinical Laboratory Management, Third Edition, edited by an esteemed
team of professionals under the guidance of editor-in-chief Lynne S. Garcia, is a comprehensive and
essential reference for managing the complexities of the modern clinical laboratory. This newly
updated and reorganized edition addresses the fast-changing landscape of laboratory management,
presenting both foundational insights and innovative strategies. Topics covered include: an
introduction to the basics of clinical laboratory management, the regulatory landscape, and evolving
practices in the modern healthcare environment the essence of managerial leadership, with insights
into employee needs and motivation, effective communication, and personnel management,
including the lack of qualified position applicants, burnout, and more financial management,
budgeting, and strategic planning, including outreach up-to-date resources for laboratory coding,
reimbursement, and compliance, reflecting current requirements, standards, and challenges
benchmarking methods to define and measure success the importance of test utilization and clinical
relevance future trends in pathology and laboratory science, including developments in test systems,
human resources and workforce development, and future directions in laboratory instrumentation
and information technology an entirely new section devoted to pandemic planning, collaboration,
and response, lessons learned from COVID-19, and a look towards the future of laboratory
preparedness This indispensable edition of Clinical Laboratory Management not only meets the
needs of today’s clinical laboratories but anticipates the future, making it a must-have resource for
laboratory professionals, managers, and students. Get your copy today, and equip yourself with the
tools, strategies, and insights to excel in the complex and ever-changing world of the clinical
laboratory.

medical laboratory science interview questions: Career Ideas for Teens in Health
Science Diane Lindsey Reeves, Anna Prokos, 2009 Presents a teenager's guide to careers in health
science, including descriptions and profiles, related information sources and organizations, and
career assessment activities.

medical laboratory science interview questions: Basic Medical Lab Techniques-Iml 4e
Estridge, Ruth Reynolds, 2000-05

medical laboratory science interview questions: The Medical Library Association Guide
to Data Management for Librarians Lisa Federer, 2016-09-15 Technological advances and the
rise of collaborative, interdisciplinary approaches have changed the practice of research. The 21st
century researcher not only faces the challenge of managing increasingly complex datasets, but also
new data sharing requirements from funders and journals. Success in today’s research enterprise
requires an understanding of how to work effectively with data, yet most researchers have never had
any formal training in data management. Libraries have begun developing services and programs to
help researchers meet the demands of the data-driven research enterprise, giving librarians exciting
new opportunities to use their expertise and skills. The Medical Library Association Guide to Data
Management for Librarians highlights the many ways that librarians are addressing researchers’
changing needs at a variety of institutions, including academic, hospital, and government libraries.
Each chapter ends with “pearls of wisdom,” a bulleted list of 5-10 takeaway messages from the
chapter that will help readers quickly put the ideas from the chapter into practice. From theoretical
foundations to practical applications, this book provides a background for librarians who are new to
data management as well as new ideas and approaches for experienced data librarians.
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