mechanical recycling of plastics

mechanical recycling of plastics is a crucial process in the sustainable
management of plastic waste, aiming to reduce environmental impact and
conserve resources. This method involves collecting, sorting, cleaning, and
reprocessing plastic materials into reusable raw materials without
significantly altering their chemical structure. Mechanical recycling plays
an essential role in the circular economy by minimizing landfill use and
reducing the demand for virgin plastic production. This article explores the
fundamental principles, processes, advantages, challenges, and future
prospects of mechanical recycling of plastics. Understanding these aspects is
vital for industries, policymakers, and environmental advocates focused on
enhancing plastic waste management. The detailed examination will cover the
key steps involved, common plastic types recycled mechanically, technological
advancements, and environmental implications.
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Overview of Mechanical Recycling of Plastics

Mechanical recycling of plastics refers to the physical reprocessing of
plastic waste into secondary raw materials that can be utilized in
manufacturing new plastic products. Unlike chemical recycling, which breaks
down polymers into monomers or other chemicals, mechanical recycling
maintains the polymer's chemical structure. This process supports waste
reduction and resource efficiency by diverting plastic waste from landfills
and incineration. It is widely applied across various sectors, including
packaging, automotive, and construction, contributing significantly to global
plastic waste management strategies.

Processes Involved in Mechanical Recycling

The mechanical recycling of plastics involves several critical steps designed
to ensure the quality and usability of the recycled material. Each stage is
essential for effective processing and producing high-grade recyclates.



Collection and Sorting

The initial phase involves gathering plastic waste from households,
industries, and commercial establishments. Sorting is crucial to separate
plastics by resin type, color, and contamination level. Advanced sorting
technologies like near-infrared (NIR) spectroscopy and manual sorting are
often utilized to improve accuracy.

Cleaning and Washing

After sorting, plastics undergo thorough cleaning to remove dirt, labels,
adhesives, and other contaminants. Effective washing processes prevent
quality degradation during reprocessing and ensure the recycled plastic meets
industry standards.

Shredding and Granulation

Cleaned plastics are then shredded or granulated into smaller pieces,
facilitating easier handling and processing. This size reduction is essential
for the subsequent melting and extrusion phases.

Melting and Extrusion

The shredded plastic is melted and extruded into pellets or granules. These
pellets serve as feedstock for manufacturing new plastic products. The
extrusion process must be carefully controlled to maintain polymer properties
and prevent thermal degradation.

Quality Control

Recycled pellets undergo rigorous quality testing to assess properties such
as melt flow index, tensile strength, and contamination levels. This step
ensures that the material meets the required specifications for reuse.

Types of Plastics Suitable for Mechanical
Recycling

Not all plastics are equally suited for mechanical recycling due to
differences in polymer structure and additive content. The following types
are commonly recycled mechanically:

e Polyethylene Terephthalate (PET): Widely used in beverage bottles and
food packaging, PET is highly recyclable and retains good mechanical
properties after recycling.

e High-Density Polyethylene (HDPE): Found in containers and pipes, HDPE is
durable and recyclable with good retention of quality.

e Polypropylene (PP): Used in automotive parts and packaging, PP can be
recycled mechanically, though with some degradation in properties over



cycles.

e Low-Density Polyethylene (LDPE): Common in plastic bags and films, LDPE
recycling is more challenging due to contamination and lower melting
points.

Advantages of Mechanical Recycling

Mechanical recycling of plastics offers numerous benefits that contribute to
environmental and economic sustainability.

e Resource Conservation: It reduces the reliance on fossil fuels required
for producing virgin plastics.

e Energy Efficiency: Mechanical recycling generally consumes less energy
than producing new plastics from raw materials.

e Waste Reduction: It diverts significant amounts of plastic waste from
landfills and oceans.

e Cost-Effectiveness: Recycled plastics often cost less than virgin
materials, providing economic incentives for manufacturers.

e Reduction of Greenhouse Gas Emissions: Lower energy consumption leads to
decreased carbon footprint compared to virgin plastic production.

Challenges and Limitations

Despite its benefits, mechanical recycling of plastics faces several
challenges that limit its effectiveness and widespread adoption.

Material Degradation

Repeated mechanical processing can lead to polymer chain degradation,
reducing the mechanical and physical properties of recycled plastics. This
limits the number of recycling cycles possible without additives or blending
with virgin materials.

Contamination Issues

Contaminants such as food residue, dyes, and mixed plastic types complicate
the recycling process and can degrade the quality of recycled products.
Effective sorting and cleaning are essential but can be costly and labor-
intensive.



Limited Plastic Types

Some plastics, especially thermosetting polymers and multilayer composites,
are not suitable for mechanical recycling due to their chemical structure or
complexity.

Economic Constraints

The fluctuating price of virgin plastics and the cost of collection and
processing recycled materials impact the economic viability of mechanical
recycling operations.

Technological Innovations in Mechanical
Recycling

Advancements in technology are continuously improving the efficiency and
quality of mechanical recycling processes, addressing some of the traditional
limitations.

Advanced Sorting Technologies

Innovations such as robotic sorting, artificial intelligence, and
spectroscopy enhance the accuracy and speed of separating plastic types and
grades, reducing contamination levels.

Improved Washing Systems

New washing technologies employing ultrasonic cleaning and chemical
treatments improve contaminant removal while minimizing water and energy
usage.

Compatibilizers and Additives

The use of compatibilizers and performance-enhancing additives helps restore
or improve the properties of recycled plastics, extending their usability in
various applications.

Closed-Loop Recycling Systems

Some industries are adopting closed-loop systems where plastic products are
designed for easy recycling, facilitating higher quality mechanical recycling
and reducing waste generation.

Environmental Impact and Sustainability

Mechanical recycling of plastics significantly contributes to environmental
sustainability by reducing plastic pollution and conserving natural



resources. By diverting plastics from landfills and incineration, it
mitigates soil and water contamination. Additionally, the reduction in energy
consumption compared to virgin plastic production translates into lower
greenhouse gas emissions. However, the environmental benefits depend largely
on efficient collection systems, contamination control, and the ability to
recycle plastics multiple times. Integrating mechanical recycling within
broader waste management frameworks and promoting consumer awareness are
critical to maximizing its positive environmental impact.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is mechanical recycling of plastics?

Mechanical recycling of plastics is the process of recovering plastic waste
by physically processing it, such as shredding, grinding, washing, and
melting, to produce reusable plastic materials without altering the chemical
structure.

How does mechanical recycling differ from chemical
recycling?

Mechanical recycling involves physical processes to reuse plastics without
changing their chemical composition, whereas chemical recycling breaks down

plastics into their chemical components to create new polymers or raw
materials.

Which types of plastics are most suitable for
mechanical recycling?

Thermoplastics like polyethylene terephthalate (PET), high-density
polyethylene (HDPE), polypropylene (PP), and polyethylene (PE) are most
suitable for mechanical recycling due to their ability to be remelted and
reshaped.

What are the main steps involved in mechanical
recycling of plastics?
The main steps include collection, sorting, cleaning, shredding or grinding,

melting, and pelletizing the plastics to produce recycled plastic pellets for
manufacturing.

What are the environmental benefits of mechanical
recycling of plastics?

Mechanical recycling reduces plastic waste in landfills and oceans, conserves
natural resources by reducing the need for virgin plastic production, lowers
energy consumption, and decreases greenhouse gas emissions.

What challenges are associated with mechanical



recycling of plastics?

Challenges include contamination of plastic waste, degradation of plastic
quality after multiple recycling cycles, difficulties in sorting mixed
plastic types, and limited applications for recycled plastics due to reduced
mechanical properties.

Can mechanical recycling be applied to all plastic
products?

No, mechanical recycling is mainly suitable for thermoplastics. Thermosetting
plastics and plastics with additives or composites are difficult or not
feasible to recycle mechanically.

How does contamination affect mechanical recycling
processes?

Contamination such as food residue, dirt, or mixed plastic types can reduce
the quality of recycled plastics, increase processing costs, and cause
defects in the final recycled products.

What advancements are improving mechanical recycling
efficiency?

Advancements include improved sorting technologies like near-infrared (NIR)
sorting, better washing and cleaning methods, development of compatibilizers
to recycle mixed plastics, and enhanced extrusion and pelletizing equipment.

How is the quality of mechanically recycled plastics
ensured?

Quality is ensured through thorough sorting and cleaning, controlling
processing conditions to minimize degradation, using additives to restore
properties, and testing recycled pellets for physical and chemical properties
before use.

Additional Resources

1. Mechanical Recycling of Plastics: Principles and Practice

This book provides a comprehensive overview of the mechanical recycling
processes used for plastic waste. It covers the fundamental principles behind
sorting, cleaning, and reprocessing plastics, emphasizing sustainable
practices. Readers will find detailed explanations of the equipment and
technologies involved, along with case studies highlighting industrial
applications.

2. Advances in Mechanical Recycling of Plastics

Focusing on recent technological advances, this book explores innovative
methods to improve the efficiency and quality of mechanically recycled
plastics. It discusses challenges such as contamination, degradation, and
material sorting, and presents novel solutions including compatibilizers and
advanced sorting techniques. The book is ideal for researchers and
professionals aiming to enhance recycling performance.



3. Plastic Recycling Technologies: Mechanical Methods and Applications

This text delves into various mechanical recycling technologies, offering
practical insights into their operation and application. It covers shredding,
granulation, extrusion, and pelletizing processes, providing technical
details and best practices. Additionally, the book addresses the
environmental and economic aspects of mechanical recycling in industry.

4. Recycling of Plastics: Mechanical and Chemical Routes

Offering a balanced look at both mechanical and chemical recycling, this book
explains how mechanical recycling fits into the broader plastic waste
management landscape. It compares the advantages and limitations of
mechanical recycling relative to other methods, helping readers understand
where mechanical recycling is most effective. The book also discusses policy
frameworks supporting plastic recycling.

5. Quality Control in Mechanical Recycling of Plastics

This specialized book focuses on maintaining and improving the quality of
recycled plastics obtained through mechanical processes. It covers testing
methods, contamination control, and additive use to restore material
properties. The guide is essential for quality assurance professionals and
manufacturers using recycled plastics in production.

6. Mechanical Recycling of Polymeric Materials

Providing an in-depth look at polymer science as it relates to recycling,
this book explains how different types of plastics respond to mechanical
recycling. It examines the effects of thermal and mechanical stresses on
polymer properties and offers strategies to mitigate degradation. The text is
suitable for polymer scientists and engineers working in recycling
industries.

7. Design for Recycling: Mechanical Recycling Considerations in Plastics
This book emphasizes the importance of designing plastic products with their
end-of-life recycling in mind. It discusses material selection, product
architecture, and labeling to facilitate effective mechanical recycling. The
book serves as a guide for product designers, engineers, and sustainability
professionals aiming to close the loop in plastic use.

8. Mechanical Recycling: From Waste to Value

Highlighting the economic and environmental benefits of mechanical recycling,
this book presents case studies demonstrating successful recycling
initiatives. It covers the entire value chain from collection to reprocessing
and market integration of recycled plastics. The book is geared towards
policymakers, industry leaders, and environmental advocates.

9. Plastic Waste Management and Mechanical Recycling Technologies

This comprehensive volume tackles the challenges of plastic waste management
with a focus on mechanical recycling technologies. It presents strategies for
waste collection, sorting, and processing, alongside discussions of
regulatory and social factors influencing recycling rates. The book is a
valuable resource for waste management professionals and environmental
scientists.
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mechanical recycling of plastics: Recycling of Plastics, Metals, and Their Composites R.A.
Ilyas, S.M. Sapuan, Emin Bayraktar, 2021-12-27 Having a solid understanding of materials recycling
is of high importance, especially due to the growing use of composites in many industries and
increasingly strict legislation and concerns about the disposal of composites in landfills or by
incineration. Recycling of Plastics, Metals, and Their Composites provides a comprehensive review
of the recycling of waste polymers and metal composites. It provides the latest advances and covers
the fundamentals of recycled polymers and metal composites, such as preparation, morphology, and
physical, mechanical, thermal, and flame-retardancy properties. FEATURES Offers a state-of-the-art
review of the recycling of polymer composites and metal composites for sustainability Describes a
life-cycle analysis to help readers understand the true potential value and market for these recycled
materials Details potential applications of recycled polymer and metal composites Includes the
performance of natural fiber-reinforced recycled thermoplastic polymer composites under aging
conditions and the recycling of multi-material plastics Covers recycling technologies, opportunities,
and challenges for polymer-matrix composites This book targets technical professionals in the metal
and polymer industries as well as researchers, scientists, and advanced students. It is also of
interest to decision makers at material suppliers, recycled metal and polymer product
manufacturers, and governmental agencies working with recycled metal and polymer composites.

mechanical recycling of plastics: Feedstock Recycling of Plastic Wastes Jose Aguado,
David P Serrano, 2007-10-31 The use of plastic materials has seen a massive increase in recent
years, and generation of plastic wastes has grown proportionately. Recycling of these wastes to
reduce landfill disposal is problematic due to the wide variation in properties and chemical
composition among the different types of plastics. Feedstock recycling is one of the alternatives
available for consideration, and Feedstock Recycling of Plastic Wastes looks at the conversion of
plastic wastes into valuable chemicals useful as fuels or raw materials. Looking at both scientific and
technical aspects of the recycling developments, this book describes the alternatives available. Areas
include chemical depolymerization, thermal processes, oxidation and hydrogenation. Besides
conventional treatments, new technological approaches for the degradation of plastics, such as
conversion under supercritical conditions and coprocessing with coal are discussed. This book is
essential reading for those involved in plastic recycling, whether from an academic or industrial
perspective. Consultants and government agencies will also find it immensely useful.

mechanical recycling of plastics: Recent Developments in Plastic Recycling Jyotishkumar
Parameswaranpillai, Sanjay Mavinkere Rangappa, Arpitha Gulihonnehalli Rajkumar, Suchart
Siengchin, 2021-10-01 This book provides a systematic and comprehensive account of the recent
developments in the recycling of plastic waste material. It presents state-of-the-art procedures for
recycling of plastics from different sources and various characterization methods adopted in
analyzing their properties. In addition, it looks into properties, processing, and applications of
recycled plastic products as one of the drivers for sustainable recycling plastics especially in
developing countries. This book proves a useful reference source for both engineers and researchers
working in composite materials science as well as the students attending materials science, physics,
chemistry, and engineering courses.

mechanical recycling of plastics: The Mechanical Recycling of Mixed Plastics Waste J. A. N.
Scott, Association of Plastics Manufacturers in Europe. Mixed Plastics Waste Task Force (Brussels).,
1994

mechanical recycling of plastics: Introduction to Plastics Recycling Vannessa Goodship,
2007 As in the successful first edition, this book provides straightforward information on plastic
materials and technology, including the options for recycling plastics, with special focus on
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mechanical recycling. This new edition reflects the great strides that have been made to increase
recycling rates worldwide in recent years. It considers the expansion of infrastructure in the UK to
support plastic recycling and major achievements that have been made in gaining widespread public
support and participation for recycling schemes; specifically the need to manage waste on an
individual household level. Current issues surrounding council recycling of plastic bottles, and the
practice of providing free plastic carrier bags by supermarkets, are also considered. Biopolymers are
expected to have a major impact on plastic markets in the future and therefore some of the issues of
biodegradability versus recycling are expanded in this second edition, as is the wider context of life
cycle analysis and legislation.

mechanical recycling of plastics: Handbook of Plastics Recycling Francesco Paolo La
Mantia, 2002 This book discusses some of the state-of-the-art techniques of recycling post-consumer
plastic materials and focuses on mechanical recycling, chemical recycling and energy recovery. The
book is intended for all those who are interested in recycling of post consumer plastic waste.
Although, this book discusses technical aspects of recycling, the authors have endeavoured to make
this book easily understandable to anyone interested in the subject enabling the reader to gain a
thorough grounding in all the subjects discussed.

mechanical recycling of plastics: Hazardous substances in plastics Stenmarck, Asa ,
Belleza, Elin L. , Frane, Anna , Busch, Niels , 2017-02-08 The aim of the project is to create
knowledge on how plastics recycling can increase without increasing the risk of emitting hazardous
substances to the environment.The first general conclusion is that to be able to increase recycling
there are measures needed at different levels. The following areas are of interest: * Legislation: new
legislation is not necessary, but harmonisation and clear guidance to the existing one is. « Market: to
create a market safety on content is needed. ¢ If substances added are less hazardous the recycled
raw material would be “more safe” to use. ¢ There should be higher attention put on the knowledge
of the recyclers. ¢ Traceability and content: Further work on labelling reaching the recycle part of
the value chain needs to be developed. It is also needed to develop a systematic approach towards
risk assessments linked to recycling.

mechanical recycling of plastics: Introduction to Plastic Recycling Vannessa Goodship,
2001-01-01 This book provides straightforward information on plastic materials and technology. It
then expands on this information to cover the options for recycling plastics, with special focus on
mechanical recycling. It touches on all the major problems associated with recovering and recycling
plastics at a level intended to be accessible to any reader with an interest in this field, whatever
their background. It also looks at some of the broader issues surrounding successful waste
management of plastics.

mechanical recycling of plastics: Plastic Recycling Sati Manrich, Amélia S. F. Santos, 2009
Since the discovery of plastics several decades ago, the widespread consumption of plastic products
and their subsequent inappropriate disposal and accumulation have recently generated new societal
concerns of waste management due to their inherent slow degradability, high volume increase and
low recycling rates, which are negative on the basis of self-sustainability. Regulations imposing
waste reduction, reuse and recycling indices and responsibilities, as well as effective collecting
system and the development of new, environmentally clean recycling technologies are some of the
efforts to achieve the self-sustainability goals. The efficiency of the collection and sorting systems
impacts directly on the amount of recycled plastics and on their cleanness and quality, therefore,
enlarging their market potential. The development of new recycling technologies is diversified and
can be classified into mechanical, chemical and energetic recycling. In mechanical recycling,
successful technologies are achieved through the improvement of existing processes using additives,
blends with other plastics and alternative processing routes in order to maintain the original
properties of the virgin resin and even allowing them to return to the same application as originally
intended. Chemical recycling processes to obtain intermediary products for new polymers become
feasible due to the cost reduction of the raw materials involved. Lastly, despite the under use of the
gross energy potential of the raw materials employed, energetic recycling plants are gaining a



proportion of residues whose technological solutions for separation and/or reprocessing are
deficient, but which, on the other hand, are voluminous, consequently solving the problem of both
residue accumulation in densely populated regions and their respective insufficient energy supplies.
In this book, the authors proposed to present an overview of the current state of this whole plastic
recycling sector including their recent advances, and highlighting new markets and recent trends on
recycling technologies around the world. However, mechanical recycling has been emphasised
owing to the experimental and published work of Manrich's workgroup at the 3R Residues Recycling
Center, which has concentrated on studying all the steps in the process of mechanical recycling.

mechanical recycling of plastics: Understanding Plastics Recycling Natalie Rudolph,
Raphael Kiesel, Chuanchom Aumanate, 2017 This book shows the true and often-underestimated
market potential of plastics recycling, with analysis from economic, ecological, and technical
perspectives. It is aimed at both technical and non-technical readers, including decision makers in
material suppliers, plastic product manufacturers, governmental agencies, educators, and anyone
with a general interest in plastics recycling.An overview of waste handling systems with a focus on
the U.S. market is provided. Different methods of waste handling are compared from both economic
and ecological perspectives.Since plastic waste recycling is essential from an ecological point of
view, common strategies and new approaches to both increase the recycling rate and improve
recycling economically and technically are presented. This includes processing and material
properties of recycled plastics.Finally, a worldwide outlook of plastic recycling is provided with
analysis of additional worldwide markets, encompassing highly developed, fast-developing, and less
developed countries.Bonus: all the data and calculations presented in the book are provided as
downloadable spreadsheets for the reader's own analysis and updates.

mechanical recycling of plastics: Additive Manufacturing for Plastic Recycling Rupinder
Singh, Ranvijay Kumar, 2022-04-26 This book provides a comprehensive and up-to-date discussion of
breakthroughs on additive manufacturing for plastic material recycling to boost a circular economy.
It offers new ideas of combining/hybridizing processing methods that work as a source of
information for manufacturers in making new and strategic product development plans. Additive
Manufacturing for Plastic Recycling: Efforts in Boosting a Circular Economy provides a critical,
comprehensive, methodological, and strong state-of-the-art work on the processing of thermoplastic
and thermosetting along with new directions and applications. It describes the common and hybrid
approaches of recycling processes and includes theoretical and practical ideas of
combining/hybridizing processing methods with the use of fused deposition modelling, which is one
of the low-cost additive manufacturing techniques. The book also discusses mechanical twin-screw
extrusion followed by case studies for developing hybrid composite structures for biomedical and
structural applications. Recent innovations in melt processing for recycling and the fundaments,
process parameters investigations, and applications for new product development are also
presented. This book is a first-hand reference source of information for academic scholars and
commercial manufacturers for making strategic development plans for new product development.

mechanical recycling of plastics: Plastics Waste Management Muralisrinivasan Natamai
Subramanian, 2019-09-02 The book provides clear explanations for newcomers to the subject as well
as contemporary details and theory for the experienced user in plastics waste management. It is
seldom that a day goes by without another story or photo regarding the problem of plastics waste in
the oceans or landfills. While important efforts are being made to clear up the waste, this book looks
at the underlying causes and focuses on plastics waste management. Plastics manufacturers have
been slow to recognize their environmental impact compared with more directly polluting industries.
However, the environmental pressures concerning plastics have forced the industry to examine their
own recycling operations and implement plastics waste management. Plastics Waste Management
realizes two ideals: That all plastics should be able to persist for as long as plastics are required, and
that all plastics are recycled in a uniform manner regardless of the length of time for which it
persists. The book examines plastics waste management and systems for the environment, as well
the management approaches and techniques which are appropriate for managing the environment.



It serves as an excellent and thoughtful plastics waste management handbook. This groundbreaking
book: Identifies deficiencies in plastics waste management Extrapolates from experiences to draw
some conclusions about plastics waste for persistence Describes methods how the waste related
processing techniques should be used in recycling Shows how the consumer and industry can assess
the performance of plastics waste management Explains waste utilization by recycling techniques as
well as waste reduction Life cycle assessment as an important technique for recycling of persistent
plastics waste.

mechanical recycling of plastics: Understanding Plastics Recycling Natalie Rudolph,
Raphael Kiesel, Chuanchom Aumnate, 2025-09-08 This book shows the true and
often-underestimated market potential of plastics recycling, with analysis from economic, ecological,
and technical perspectives. It is aimed at both technical and non-technical readers, including
decision makers in material suppliers, plastic product manufacturers, governmental agencies,
educators, and anyone with a general interest in plastics recycling. An overview of waste handling
systems with a focus on the U.S. market is provided. Different methods of waste handling are
compared from both economic and ecological perspectives. Since plastic waste recycling is essential
from an ecological point of view, common strategies and new approaches to both increase the
recycling rate and improve recycling economically and technically are presented. This includes
processing and material properties of recycled plastics. Finally, a worldwide outlook of plastic
recycling is provided with analysis of additional worldwide markets, encompassing highly developed,
fast-developing, and less developed countries. This extensively revised and expanded 3rd edition
includes an overview of new recycling methodologies, as well as the influence of digitalization. It
contains new chapters providing, respectively, characterization methods for plastic waste, and policy
overview and its influence on the economics of recycling. Economic and environmental analysis are
more general, comparing the economic benefits of the different recycling methods based on, e.g.,
volume, contamination, etc. Finally, extension of the global recycling chains is discussed. The
spreadsheets used in the economic analyses are also provided as a bonus for the reader.

mechanical recycling of plastics: Polymers Adisa Azapagic, Alan Emsley, lan Hamerton,
2007-12-10 Recycling von Kunststoffen, Gummi und anderen Polymeren: Wie beeinflussen solche
Prozesse unsere Umwelt? Dieser Frage geht der vorliegende Band nach, wobei sich der Autor auf
die neue Gesetzgebung in den USA, Japan und der EU bezieht, die Polymerhersteller zum Recycling
zwingt. Vor- und Nachteile der Recyclingkreislaufe werden einander gegenubergestellt. Alle Kapitel
enthalten Beispielfragen und -antworten.

mechanical recycling of plastics: Springer Handbook of Circular Plastics Economy Andrea
Buettner, Eckhard Weidner, 2025-06-26 This Springer Handbook assembles the existing knowledge
concerning plastic materials and identifies obstacles and objectives of innovations and technologies
that will bring human society closer to the goal of a fully circular economy of plastic materials.
Consumers profit everyday from the versatile functionalities of plastic materials, but this diversity
also brings a range of challenges: recycling may be costly and laborious, and too many plastic
products still end up as waste in the environment. The handbook offers a source of information, a
knowledge base, and inspiration for those aiming to create an economy that paves the road for
future generations. The editorial board and invited authors represent international key figures from
a broad range of disciplines, including chemistry, engineering, material sciences, logistics, data and
information sciences, systems engineering, economy and sustainability as well as disciplines related
to culture, art, and design. With its diversity, the book aims to fulfil the huge demand for information
on novel technologies and legal approaches in politics, industry and society. Key topics include:
Development of biodegradable plastics Advanced recycling strategies Design for recyclability Legal
and economic perspectives Role of startups and innovative technologies Novel business models and
business strategies By allowing the reader to learn and apply the measures needed for the
implementation of a Circular Plastics Economy, the hanbook will be of particular interest to
innovators, decision-makers, planners, designers, producers in industry, politics, and society as well
as consumers, students, teachers, communicators, journalists, and cultural workers.



mechanical recycling of plastics: Handbook of Plastics, Elastomers, and Composites Charles
A. Harper, 2002 Here is a thoroughly revised edition of the most comprehensive guide to plastics,
elastomers and composites available today. A standard reference, it provides current data, costs &
properties for all designers and manufacturers of plastic products.

mechanical recycling of plastics: Use of Recycled Plastics in Eco-efficient Concrete F.
Pacheco-Torgal, Jamal Khatib, Francesco Colangelo, Rabin Tuladhar, 2018-11-21 Use of Recycled
Plastics in Eco-efficient Concrete looks at the processing of plastic waste, including techniques for
separation, the production of plastic aggregates, the production of concrete with recycled plastic as
an aggregate or binder, the fresh properties of concrete with plastic aggregates, the shrinkage of
concrete with plastic aggregates, the mechanical properties of concrete with plastic aggregates,
toughness of concrete with plastic aggregates, modulus of elasticity of concrete with plastic
aggregates, durability of concrete with plastic aggregates, concrete plastic waste powder with
enhanced neutron radiation shielding, and more, thus making it a valuable reference for academics
and industrial researchers. - Describes the main types of recycled plastics that can be applied in
concrete manufacturing - Presents, for the first time, state-of-the art knowledge on the properties of
conventional concrete with recycled plastics - Discusses the technological challenges for concrete
manufactures for mass production of recycled concrete from plastic waste

mechanical recycling of plastics: Handbook of Materials Circular Economy Seeram
Ramakrishna, Brindha Ramasubramanian, 2024-03-14 This book provides comprehensive and
practical information on the design and implementation of circular systems for various industries,
with a focus on Environmental, Social, and Governance (ESG) factors. The scope of the handbook is
to cover the materials circularity in a deeper analysis in accordance to ESG used in various
industries such as oil and gas, IT, electronics, medicine, textile, and more. The handbook also covers
the key principles of the circular economy, including material efficiency, resource conservation, and
waste reduction, and how they impact to different industries. It further critically analyses the
challenges and opportunities associated with implementing circular systems in these industries,
including the framework for new business models and technical innovations, and the potential
benefits in terms of environmental protection, social responsibility, and economic competitiveness.
In addition to providing practical information, the handbookalso addresses the ESG factors
associated with the circular economy exclusively for each industry. This would include the impact of
circular systems on the environment, including the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions and the
protection of biodiversity, as well as the social benefits, such as job creation, and the economic
benefits, such as cost savings and increased competitiveness. The ultimate goal of the handbook
should be to provide guidance and support in a niche evaluation for the development of a more
sustainable and equitable future, where the circular economy is a key enabler.

mechanical recycling of plastics: Plastics Product Recycling Sara Hulse, 2000 This report
covers the consumption of plastics in Europe, how much waste plastic is produced, a summary of
recent legislation and the various methods of dealing with plastic wastes. The plastics recycling
industry in Europe is then reviewed, with an in-depth look at the relevant legislation followed by a
summary of the situation in most of the major European countries. The major end-use sectors for
plastics and the problem of waste plastics in each are examined in the final section.

mechanical recycling of plastics: Recycling of Plastics Norbert Niessner, 2022-11-07 Plastics
have a very important role to play in energy-efficient and low-carbon technologies of the present and
future, but for them to be classified as sustainable materials, there is a great need for practical and
economic recycling methods and infrastructure. This book fills the gap for a modern comprehensive
technical guide to recycling of plastics, covering the whole value chain from raw materials to
recycled materials. All important recycling technologies (mechanical, chemical/feedstock,
dissolution) are discussed and compared to each other and alternative disposal methods such as
energy recovery and gasification. Collecting, sorting, and purification methods are also covered, as
are economic, legal, and political aspects. A strong emphasis is placed on data comparability, e.g. by
standardized methods in measuring data. Although this is a challenge to implement, comparing data



across technologies, regions, and stakeholders along the value chain yields important benefits. Key
instruments for such a target are lifecycle assessments (LCAs), which are calculated in a standard
way across the chapters to “calibrate” the messages among the numerous expert co-authors.
Contents: 1. Introduction 2. Recycling technologies in overview 3. Value chain (EU, Americas, Asia)
4. Analytics and consumer safety 5. Properties of recycled materials 6. Design for recycling 7. Future
developments
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