
math getting to know you activities

math getting to know you activities are essential tools for educators to foster a welcoming and engaging
classroom environment while simultaneously assessing students' mathematical thinking. These activities
combine the goals of relationship building and early math skill development, making them ideal for the start of a
school year or any new group setting. By integrating personal interaction with mathematical concepts,
teachers can create a dynamic introduction that encourages participation, critical thinking, and
collaboration. This article explores a variety of math getting to know you activities designed to connect
students through numbers, patterns, and problem-solving. Additionally, it offers strategies for adapting these
activities for different age groups and learning styles, ensuring that every student benefits from the experience.
The following sections will cover the importance of these activities, examples of effective exercises,
implementation tips, and how to measure success.

The Importance of Math Getting to Know You Activities

Popular Math Getting to Know You Activities

Adapting Activities for Different Age Groups

Implementing Math Getting to Know You Activities in the Classroom

Assessing the Effectiveness of Math Getting to Know You Activities

The Importance of Math Getting to Know You Activities

Math getting to know you activities serve multiple educational purposes that go beyond traditional
icebreakers. They help establish a positive classroom culture where students feel comfortable expressing
themselves mathematically and personally. These activities promote social interaction through collaborative
problem-solving, encouraging communication and teamwork. Additionally, they provide instructors with insight
into students’ mathematical backgrounds and thinking processes, enabling differentiated instruction.
Incorporating these activities early helps reduce math anxiety by presenting math in a fun, low-pressure
context. Furthermore, they support the development of critical thinking and reasoning skills while building
enthusiasm for math learning.

Building Classroom Community

Creating a strong classroom community is fundamental to student success. Math getting to know you
activities help students learn about each other's interests, strengths, and thought processes through shared
mathematical experiences. This mutual understanding fosters respect and inclusivity, which are critical for
collaborative learning. When students feel connected, they are more likely to participate actively and support
their peers.

Diagnosing Mathematical Understanding

These activities offer educators a unique opportunity to observe students’ problem-solving approaches and
conceptual understanding in an informal setting. By engaging in math-focused introductions, teachers can
identify areas where students excel or require additional support. This formative assessment informs
instructional planning and helps tailor lessons to meet diverse needs.



Popular Math Getting to Know You Activities

There are numerous math getting to know you activities designed to engage students while revealing personal
and mathematical insights. These activities are usually interactive, incorporate elements of fun, and encourage
sharing. Below are some of the most effective and widely used examples.

Number Facts About Me

This activity invites students to share personal information through numbers, combining self-disclosure with
math practice. Each student selects several numbers that describe themselves, such as their age, number of
siblings, or favorite number. They then create a math equation or expression using these numbers to share with
the class. For example, “I am 10 years old, and I have 2 siblings, so 10 + 2 = 12.” This encourages creativity
and numerical fluency.

Math Bingo

Math Bingo is an interactive game where students fill bingo cards with numbers or math-related facts about
themselves. The teacher calls out prompts such as “Find someone who has 3 pets” or “Find someone whose
favorite number is divisible by 5.” Students interact to find classmates matching these criteria, promoting
communication and numerical recognition.

Graphing Personal Data

Students collect data from classmates on specific math-related questions, such as favorite numbers, number
of books read, or hours spent on homework. This data is then used to create bar graphs, pie charts, or line
plots. This activity combines social interaction with data analysis skills, helping students visualize and
interpret information.

Math Puzzles and Riddles

Incorporating math puzzles or riddles as introductory activities stimulates critical thinking and problem-
solving. Students can work individually or in groups to solve puzzles that reveal interesting facts about
their classmates or classroom. This method encourages perseverance and logical reasoning in a collaborative
setting.

Adapting Activities for Different Age Groups

Math getting to know you activities can be tailored to suit a wide range of educational levels, from
elementary to high school. Adjusting complexity, content, and delivery methods ensures that all students
remain engaged and challenged appropriately.

Elementary School Adaptations

For younger students, activities should focus on simple number recognition, counting, and basic arithmetic
within a personal context. Visual aids, manipulatives, and hands-on tasks enhance understanding. For example,
“Number Facts About Me” can involve counting fingers or drawing pictures representing quantities.



Middle School Adaptations

Middle school students benefit from activities that incorporate more complex operations, fractions, decimals,
and introductory data analysis. Group work and discussion are emphasized to develop communication skills
alongside math proficiency. Graphing personal data or solving multi-step puzzles are suitable options.

High School Adaptations

At the high school level, math getting to know you activities can involve algebraic expressions, geometry,
statistics, and logical reasoning challenges. Incorporating real-world applications and abstract thinking
prepares students for advanced study. Collaborative problem-solving and peer teaching can be integrated to
deepen understanding.

Implementing Math Getting to Know You Activities in the Classroom

Successful implementation of math getting to know you activities requires careful planning and facilitation.
Considerations include time allocation, materials, student dynamics, and alignment with learning objectives.
Clear instructions and supportive guidance maximize engagement and learning outcomes.

Preparation and Materials

Gathering appropriate materials such as worksheets, manipulatives, charts, and writing tools is essential.
Preparing prompts or questions in advance ensures smooth activity flow. Digital tools can also enhance
interactivity if available.

Facilitation Techniques

Teachers should model activities to demonstrate expectations and encourage participation. Monitoring group
interactions and providing feedback help maintain focus and inclusivity. Flexibility to adjust pacing or format
based on student responses is beneficial.

Incorporating Technology

Utilizing technology such as interactive whiteboards, math apps, or online quizzes can increase engagement and
provide instant feedback. Digital platforms allow for creative expression and collaboration beyond
traditional methods.

Assessing the Effectiveness of Math Getting to Know You
Activities

Evaluating the impact of math getting to know you activities involves both qualitative and quantitative
measures. Assessment focuses on student engagement, social interaction, and emerging math skills to inform
ongoing instructional decisions.

Observation and Feedback

Teachers can observe student participation levels, communication patterns, and problem-solving approaches



during activities. Gathering student feedback through surveys or discussions provides insights into their
experiences and preferences.

Formative Assessment Tools

Using quick assessments such as exit tickets, quizzes, or reflection journals helps gauge understanding of math
concepts introduced during activities. This data guides differentiation and identifies areas needing reinforcement.

Long-Term Impact Monitoring

Tracking student progress over time in relation to early math getting to know you activities can reveal their
influence on motivation, confidence, and academic achievement. Adjustments to future activities can be made
based on these findings.

Number Facts About Me

Math Bingo

Graphing Personal Data

Math Puzzles and Riddles

Frequently Asked Questions

What are math getting to know you activities?

Math getting to know you activities are interactive exercises designed to help students introduce themselves
and build relationships while engaging with mathematical concepts.

Why use math getting to know you activities at the start of the school
year?

They help create a positive classroom environment, encourage student participation, and integrate math
learning with social interaction from day one.

Can you give an example of a simple math getting to know you activity?

One example is 'Math Bingo,' where students find classmates who match certain math-related criteria, such as
'someone who has 3 siblings' or 'someone who likes the number 7,' to fill their bingo cards.

How do math getting to know you activities benefit students?

They promote collaboration, reduce anxiety about math, foster communication skills, and make math more
relatable and enjoyable.

Are math getting to know you activities suitable for all grade levels?

Yes, activities can be tailored to different age groups and skill levels, from elementary to high school.



What topics can be integrated into math getting to know you activities?

Topics like numbers, shapes, patterns, favorite numbers, math trivia, and personal data involving math concepts
can be incorporated.

How can teachers assess students during math getting to know you
activities?

Teachers can observe students' problem-solving approaches, communication skills, and engagement levels to
gain insights into their math understanding and social interaction.

Can math getting to know you activities be done virtually?

Yes, many activities can be adapted for virtual classrooms using online tools, breakout rooms, and
interactive platforms.

Where can teachers find resources for math getting to know you activities?

Teachers can find resources on educational websites, teacher forums, Pinterest, and math teaching blogs that
offer free and paid activity ideas.

Additional Resources
1. Math Talks: Getting to Know You Through Numbers
This book offers a collection of engaging math-related icebreakers designed to help students introduce
themselves using numbers and math concepts. Activities encourage sharing personal stories connected to
favorite numbers, math symbols, and problem-solving experiences. Perfect for classrooms aiming to blend social
interaction with mathematical thinking from day one.

2. Number Stories: Math and Me
Number Stories invites students to explore their own lives through math by creating narratives involving
numbers that are meaningful to them. The book provides prompts that help students express their interests,
backgrounds, and goals through counting, patterns, and simple equations. It’s an excellent resource for
teachers seeking to build community through math.

3. Math Icebreakers: Fun Ways to Connect with Numbers
This collection features fun and interactive math activities that serve as icebreakers, helping students get to
know each other while practicing basic math skills. From estimating group totals to sharing favorite shapes,
these activities promote communication and collaboration. The book is ideal for the first weeks of school or
math clubs.

4. Counting on Connections: Math Gets to Know You
Counting on Connections focuses on using counting and number sense activities to foster relationships among
students. It includes games and challenges that require students to share math-related facts about
themselves, enhancing both social and mathematical skills. Teachers will find it useful for creating a positive
classroom environment.

5. Math Me: Personalizing Numbers in the Classroom
Math Me encourages students to personalize their math learning by connecting numbers to their own experiences
and identities. The book contains creative exercises like "My Math Autobiography" and "Number Self-Portraits"
that help students express who they are through math. It supports social-emotional learning alongside math
instruction.

6. Shape Up: Getting to Know You with Geometry
Shape Up uses geometry as a medium for students to introduce themselves and learn about their peers.
Activities include sharing favorite shapes, creating shape-based self-portraits, and exploring symmetry in



personal designs. This book is great for integrating art and math while building classroom community.

7. Math Connections: Icebreaker Activities for All Ages
Math Connections offers a wide range of icebreaker activities that use math puzzles, riddles, and games to help
students and participants get acquainted. The activities are adaptable for different age groups and emphasize
teamwork and communication through math challenges. It’s a versatile tool for educators and facilitators.

8. Fraction Friends: Building Bonds with Math
This book uses the concept of fractions to encourage students to share parts of their lives and work
collaboratively. Activities like "Fraction of Me" and "Sharing Pieces" help students understand both math
concepts and the importance of teamwork. It’s particularly useful in classrooms focusing on fractions and
social interaction.

9. Patterns of Friendship: Exploring Math and Relationships
Patterns of Friendship explores the connection between mathematical patterns and social patterns in group
settings. Through activities that identify and create patterns, students learn about themselves and others in a
structured yet creative way. This book supports both math skill development and relationship-building in the
classroom.
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  math getting to know you activities: Teaching 6-12 Math Intervention Juliana Tapper,
2024-12-30 This practical resource offers a classroom-tested framework for secondary math
teachers to support students who struggle. Teachers will explore an often-overlooked piece of the
math achievement puzzle: the gatekeeping cycles of mathematics and the importance of teachers'
own expectations of students. The immediately applicable strategies in this book, developed through
the author’s work as a math intervention teacher, intervention specialist, and instructional coach,
will give teachers the tools to help students overcome math anxiety, retention struggles, and even
apathy. Beginning with a deep dive into the gatekeeping cycles to help teachers better understand
their students who struggle, the book then walks teachers through the five-part B.R.E.A.K. itTM
Math Intervention Framework: Build Community, Routines to Boost Confidence, Engage Every
Student, Advance Your Expectations, Know Students’ Level of Understanding. Educational research,
personal anecdotes from the author’s own classroom, and examples from case study teachers are
woven into each chapter, leading to clear action items, planning strategies, and best practices that
are accessible enough to accommodate all grade levels and schedules. The framework and activities
in this book enable teachers to help students overcome math anxiety, create a safe math
environment for 6–12 students, and ultimately increase achievement with effective research-based
suggestions for working with students who struggle. Find additional resources at
www.gatebreakerbook.com.
  math getting to know you activities: Answers to Your Biggest Questions About Teaching
Elementary Math John J. SanGiovanni, Susie Katt, Latrenda D. Knighten, Georgina Rivera,
2021-08-31 This practical resource provides brief, actionable answers to the most pressing questions
about teaching elementary math. Question and answer sections include how to build a positive math
community; how to structure, organize, and manage math classes; how to engage students and help
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them talk about math, and how to assess knowledge and move forward.
  math getting to know you activities: Transforming Mathematics Teacher Education
Tonya Gau Bartell, Corey Drake, Amy Roth McDuffie, Julia M. Aguirre, Erin E. Turner, Mary Q.
Foote, 2019-08-01 This book builds on the Teachers Empowered to Advance Change in Mathematics
(TEACH Math) project, which was an initiative that sought to develop a new generation of preK-8
mathematics teachers to connect mathematics, children’s mathematical thinking, and community
and family knowledge in mathematics instruction – or what we have come to call children’s multiple
mathematical knowledge bases in mathematics instruction, with an explicit focus on equity. Much of
the work involved in the TEACH Math project included the development of three instructional
modules for preK-8 mathematics methods courses to support the project’s goals. These activities
were used and refined over eight semesters, and in Fall 2014 shared at a dissemination conference
with other mathematics teacher educators from a variety of universities across the United States.
Chapter contributions represent diverse program and geographical contexts and teach prospective
and practicing teachers from a variety of socioeconomic and ethnic backgrounds, in particular
providing accounts of supports, challenges, and tensions in implementing equity-based mathematics
teacher education. The chapters supply rich evidence and illustrative examples of how other
mathematics teacher educators and professional developers might make the modules work for their
unique practices, courses, workshops, and prospective teachers/teachers. It promises to be an
important resource for offering guidance and examples to those working with prospective teachers
of mathematics who want to create positive, culturally responsive, and equity-based mathematics
experiences for our nation’s youth.
  math getting to know you activities: Keys to the Elementary Classroom Carrol Moran,
2008-08-21 Start the school year in a powerful way with this edition's new activities, tips for the
classroom environment, and revised instructional materials in English and Spanish.
  math getting to know you activities: Productive Math Struggle John J. SanGiovanni, Susie
Katt, Kevin J. Dykema, 2020-03-09 Seldom has a book been as timely or as necessary as Productive
Math Struggle is today. . . One of the remarkable accomplishments of SanGiovanni, Katt, and
Dykema’s work lies in how they seamlessly connect the research on high-quality tasks, high
expectations, identity, and equity to productive math struggle. This is perhaps their greatest
contribution. The authors see productive math struggle as a critical feature of mathematics
classrooms that support access, equity, and empowerment, specifically arguing that every student is
‘worthy of struggle.’ From the Foreword by Matt Larson, Ph.D. Past President (2016-2018), National
Council of Teachers of Mathematics Associate Superintendent for Instruction, Lincoln Public
Schools, Nebraska Struggle is hard. Productive struggle is power. All students face struggle, and
they should—it is how they learn and grow. The teacher’s job is not to remove struggle, but rather to
value and harness it, helping students develop good habits of productive struggle. But what’s
missing for many educators is an action plan for how to achieve this, especially when it comes to
math. Persevering through difficult challenges to reach new learning is the core of Productive Math
Struggle. When left unsupported, struggle can become unproductive and demoralizing, negatively
influencing students’ mathematical identities. The authors guide teachers through six specific
actions—including valuing, fostering, building, planning, supporting, and reflecting on struggle—to
create a game plan for overcoming obstacles by sharing Actionable steps, activities, and tools for
implementation Instructional tasks and vignettes representative of each grade level Real-world
examples showcasing classroom photos and student work samples A book study guide is available
under the Free Resources tab that helps math educators to learn together on how to incorporate
productive math struggle in their classrooms. Revolving around the idea that math is a way of
thinking and understanding, and not just the pursuit of answers and procedures, this book
empowers students to embrace productive struggle to build essential skills for learning and
living—both inside and outside the classroom.
  math getting to know you activities: Engaging in Culturally Relevant Math Tasks, K-5
Lou Edward Matthews, Shelly M. Jones, Yolanda A. Parker, 2022-03-02 This book is designed as a



primary resource for educators engaging in mathematics task adoption, design, planning, and
implementation in ways that have potential to engage, inspire, and empower K-5 children. The goal
is to offer a practical and inspirational approach to culturally-relevant mathematics instruction in the
form of intensive, in-the-moment guidance and practical classroom tools to meet teachers where
they are and help grow their practice day by day. This book focuses on research-based and
learner-centered teaching practices to help students develop deep conceptual understanding,
procedural knowledge and fluency, and application in all mathematical content in grades K-5--
  math getting to know you activities: How to Get All Teachers to Become Like the Best
Teachers Todd Whitaker, 2024-12-02 There are dramatic differences in the quality of teachers in
every school. Every building has teachers who consistently engage students and deliver high-quality
instruction. Every building also has teachers with varying ranges of ability. If all teachers could be
more like the best teachers, then we would have significant improvement in every school. In this
important book, Todd Whitaker demonstrates how this can really be achieved. With inspiration,
humor, and practical advice, Whitaker shares the qualities of the best teachers and how we can
teach these qualities to others. He shows how the best teachers emphasize the learning relationship;
focus only on what they can influence; and use effective classroom management involving filtering,
proximity, redirection, and business mode. He then explains how we can coach other teachers by
showing, not telling; by creating subcultures and learning experiences; and by leading the way.
Finally, Whitaker describes the importance of hiring highly talented people who form new lines
rather than fall in line. He provides strategies for asking the right interview questions, for choosing
the right mentors, and for selecting the best hosts for student teachers. No matter how education
changes, there are always outstanding teachers making a difference. We can grow our schools by
helping even more teachers become exceptional.
  math getting to know you activities: Advances in Child Development and Behavior ,
2024-09-11 Advances in Child Development and Behavior, Volume 67, the latest release in this
classic resource on the field of developmental psychology, includes a variety of timely updates, with
this new volume presenting interesting chapters on topics such as Conceptual and Empirical
Advances in Afterschool Research, Unraveling the Transracial Adoption Paradox: Construction race
and racism in adoptive families, Risk and Resilience Models in Child Development, The Dual Journey:
The Development of Twins' Relationships Throughout Childhood, A sociocultural perspective of
multimodal learning by infants and young children, and Defining the Role of Executive Function in
Children's Sociomoral Reasoning. - Contains chapters that highlight some of the most recent
research in the area of child development and behavior - Presents a high-quality and wide range of
topics covered by well-known professionals
  math getting to know you activities: Engaging in Culturally Relevant Math Tasks, 6-12
Lou Edward Matthews, Shelly M. Jones, Yolanda A. Parker, 2022-12-01 Empower your students as
they reimagine the world around them through mathematics Culturally relevant mathematics
teaching engages students by helping them learn and understand math more deeply, and make
connections to themselves, their communities, and the world around them. The mathematics task
provides opportunities for a direct pathway to this goal. But many teachers ask, how can you find,
adapt, and implement math tasks that build powerful learners? Engaging in Culturally Relevant
Math Tasks helps teachers to design and refine inspiring mathematics learning experiences driven
by the kind of high-quality and culturally relevant mathematics tasks that connect students to their
world. With the goal of inspiring all students to see themselves as doers of mathematics, this book
provides intensive, in-the-moment guidance and practical classroom tools that empower educators to
shape culturally relevant experiences while systematically building tasks that are standards-based. It
includes A pathway for moving through the process of asking, imagining, planning, creating, and
improving culturally relevant math tasks. Tools and strategies for designing culturally relevant math
tasks that preservice, novice, and veteran teachers can use to grow their practice day by day.
Research-based teaching practices seen through the lens of culturally relevant instruction that help
students develop deep conceptual understanding, procedural knowledge, fluency, and application in



6-12 mathematical content. Examples, milestones, opportunities for reflection, and discussion
questions guide educators to strengthen their classroom practices, and to reimagine math
instruction in response. This book is for any educator who wants to teach mathematics in a more
authentic, inclusive, and meaningful way, and it is especially beneficial for teachers whose students
are culturally different from them.
  math getting to know you activities: Online Learning in Mathematics Education Karen
Hollebrands, Robin Anderson, Kevin Oliver, 2021-10-27 This book brings together research from
mathematics education and instructional design to describe the development and impact of online
environments on prospective and practicing teachers’ learning to teach mathematics. The move to
online learning has steadily increased over the past decade. Its most rapid movement occurring in
2020 with most instruction taking place remotely. Chapters in this book highlight issues related to
teacher learning in three main contexts: formal, informal, and experiential or practice-based. This
volume brings together researchers from the different but related fields of instructional design and
mathematics education to engage in dialogue around how we design and study the impacts of online
learning in general and online mathematics education more specifically. The book is very timely with
most instruction taking place online and mathematics educators addressing challenges related to
supporting teachers’ formal, informal, and experiential learning online. A chapter in each section
will synthesize ideas presented by instructional designers and mathematics educators as it relates to
teacher learning in each context. At the end of each section, a retrospective chapter is presented to
reflect on what the different perspectives offer to better understand mathematics teacher learning in
online environments. This book is of interest to mathematics educators, researchers, teacher
educators, professional development providers, and instructional designers.
  math getting to know you activities: Integrating the Performing Arts in Grades K–5 Rekha S.
Rajan, 2012-05-23 Enhance the learning experience by integrating the performing arts Research
documents that the arts boost learning, build confidence, and motivate students to participate in
class. How do we keep the performing arts alive in this era of increased accountability and
decreased funding? Rekha S. Rajan sets the stage for a creative and practical solution with detailed,
concrete examples of how to integrate the performing arts into math, science, social studies, and
language arts. Key features include: Step-by-step examples of how to include the performing arts in
all aspects of the curriculum Ways to impact students′ learning in the cognitive, social, and artistic
domains Activities that can be implemented immediately and easily Detailed lesson plans connected
to the National Standards for Arts Education, National Standards for Early Childhood and
Elementary Education, and Common Core Standards for Math and Language Arts Students in grades
K-5 need creative venues that encourage self-confidence, self-expression, and collaboration. The
performing arts provide opportunities to build personal and social skills that are an integral
component of learning and development. This accessible resource provides all teachers with the
tools to integrate the performing arts throughout their curriculum.
  math getting to know you activities: Keys to the Classroom Carrol Moran, 2000-06-23 The
purpose of this guide is to pass on to new teachers the keys to opening the school year successfully.
Providing assistance in planning for the first two weeks of school, and offering a wide assortment of
activities from which to choose, the text guides the teacher in using the first month of school as a
foundation for creating a rich learning environment for the rest of the year. Classroom management,
the first day of school, student assessment, and parent communication are all covered in detail. The
authors also offer an approach to long term planning and provide short term, minute by minute
planning as well. Incorporating the input of many new and veteran teachers, Key to the Classroom′s
Second Edition offers greater detail and a more expanded format than the popular original text.
  math getting to know you activities: International Handbook of Mathematics Teacher
Education: Volume 3 , 2019-12-09 This second edition of the International Handbook of Mathematics
Teacher Education builds on and extends the topics/ideas in the first edition while maintaining the
themes for each of the volumes. Collectively, the authors looked back beyond and within the last 10
years to establish the state-of-the-art and continuing and new trends in mathematics teacher and



mathematics teacher educator education, and looked forward regarding possible avenues for
teachers, teacher educators, researchers, and policy makers to consider to enhance and/or further
investigate mathematics teacher and teacher educator learning and practice, in particular. The
volume editors provide introductions to each volume that highlight the subthemes used to group
related chapters, which offer meaningful lenses to see important connections within and across
chapters. Readers can also use these subthemes to make connections across the four volumes,
which, although presented separately, include topics that have relevance across them since they are
all situated in the common focus regarding mathematics teachers. Volume 3, Participants in
Mathematics Teacher Education, focuses not only on prospective and practicing teachers as learners
but also on school colleagues, teacher educators, researchers, and others who work to provide
effective learning opportunities for teachers. The emphasis is on describing and analysing
participants’ engagement in mathematics teacher education collaborations and contexts from
various perspectives. Thus, as the third volume in the series, it further broadens our understanding
of the development of mathematics teachers.
  math getting to know you activities: 6 Tools for Collaborative Mathematics Coaching Nicora
Placa, 2023-10-10 In 6 Tools for Collaborative Mathematics Coaching, Nicora Placa lays out a clear
path to help you become a trusted and effective math coach. Her “6 Tools” are flexible structures
that you and your colleagues can use to learn together: Building Teams: Fostering a Learning
Community Student Interviews: Learning to Listen Visiting Classrooms: Developing Your Lens
Learning Walks: Focusing the Team on Students’ Thinking Rehearsing Routines: Practicing with
Colleagues Lesson Study: Learning Collectively with Voice, Choice, and Agency In this easy-to-use,
practical guide, Placa introduces each of the 6 Tools with classroom vignettes, step-by-step
guidelines for rollout, connections to the literature, resources for further research, planning
templates, and opportunities for you to adapt the tool for your particular context. Whether you're a
new coach who loves teaching math to children but is new to adult education, or a more experienced
coach who is looking for new strategies to engage your teams, 6 Tools for Collaborative Mathematics
Coaching can help you create learning opportunities that honor teachers as professionals. With a
collaborative coaching approach, you can improve teaching and learning across your school and for
all your students. There’s so much to love about how 6 Tools is constructed. —Elham Kazemi
  math getting to know you activities: Math TherapyTM Vanessa Vakharia, 2024-08-08
Anything is possible – even building a better relationship with math! This is much more than a book
about math. This is a book about hope. Imagine failing 11th grade math – twice! – and going on to be
known affectionately as The Lady Gaga of Math. That is the story of author Vanessa The Math Guru
Vakharia. Thanks to an inspiring teacher who helped Vanessa heal her own relationship with math,
Vanessa was then able to see math in a way that literally changed the trajectory of her life. Most
people have experienced math trauma at least once, but by early-mid elementary school, many
students have gotten the message that either they are a math person or they are not. In Math
TherapyTM, Vanessa shows that with the right tools and strategies, teachers can foster a culture in
which every student is capable of building a better relationship with math – and with themselves.
Through the five M’s of Math TherapyTM—Mythbust, Moderate, Motivate, Makeover, and
Measure—teachers can help their students overcome math trauma, cultivate a positive math
identity, and develop a mathematical mindset. Written in a fun and conversational style, and
grounded in research on math education and neuropsychology, this book Provides practical,
hands-on strategies and tools that make it easy and fun for teachers to implement each step of Math
TherapyTM in their classroom Helps teachers unpack their own math history before diving in to
what they can do to help their students Addresses the trauma-induced stumbling blocks that many
students face when tackling mathematics Includes humorous and engaging real-life vignettes—from
celebrating Pi Day by visiting a prison, to setting off a confetti cannon to celebrate a student’s
milestone, to the time Vanessa′s band opened for Bon Jovi, and more! Much more than a book about
helping students kick butt in math class, this book is about empowering students to develop the
skills they need to live a life in which they truly believe that anything is possible, even a better



relationship with math!
  math getting to know you activities: Cultivating Mathematical Hearts Maria del Rosario
Zavala, Julia Maria Aguirre, 2024-05-17 This book is for everyone who believes there must be a
better, stronger way to teach mathematics that fosters student joy and curiosity, rather than fear
and disconnection; a way that demonstrates to children that mathematics is both a mirror and a
lens-it reflects who you are and who you are becoming, and it helps you analyze the world around
you. A way to see mathematics as a tool to make positive change in our communities and build
foundational knowledge and skills to solve novel and complex problems in our world and its future.
This book is organized into two main parts. Part 1 describes the fundamental principles, ideas, and
vision (i.e. foundations) of culturally responsive mathematics teaching. It also introduces a
multidimensional framework for culturally responsive mathematics teaching. Part 2 features a set of
chapters that illustrate culturally responsive mathematics teaching in action--
  math getting to know you activities: Illuminating and Advancing the Path for Mathematical
Writing Research Colonnese, Madelyn W., Casa, Tutita M., Cardetti, Fabiana, 2023-11-20
Mathematical writing is essential for students’ math learning, but it’s often underutilized due to
unclear guidelines. Mathematical writing is a mode of communication that provides teachers access
to their students’ thinking and, importantly, offers students an opportunity to deepen their
mathematical understanding, engage in mathematical reasoning, and learn a fundamental way to
communicate mathematically. Notably, one needs to be able to judiciously combine mathematical
symbols, representations, and text. However, more research is needed to exemplify the qualities of
mathematical writing, develop implementation methods, and support teachers. Illuminating and
Advancing the Path for Mathematical Writing Research, is a necessary comprehensive resource
designed to enhance mathematical writing and promote equitable learning. This research book
provides a comprehensive understanding of the current state of mathematical writing and
illuminates various perspectives on moving the teaching and learning of k-12 mathematical writing
forward. Mathematical writing is an important yet underutilized component of mathematical
discourse, and this book offers further insight into understanding what it means to write
mathematically for mathematics educators and researchers. It informs with research-based
implementation strategies and creates purposeful professional learning opportunities. Ultimately,
k-12 students will benefit from a more informed field because they will have access to a vital mode of
mathematical reasoning and communication.
  math getting to know you activities: Multi-age and More Colleen Politano, Anne Davies, 1994
Multi-Age and More, the second book in the Building Connections series, is designed to provide
practical stragegies, innovative ideas, and adaptable examples for holistic teaching in elementary
classrooms. Every classroom is a multi-age classroom: even same-age students have varied skills,
abilities, and interests. Multi-Age and More is for all teachers of single-age and multi-age classes
who are looking for ways to meet the challenges of learners and their diverse learning needs. This
book provides teachers with criteria, organizers, and practical strategies for managing and teaching
any multi-age, multi-ability, and multi-interest class. The book includes over 85 ideas to help you:
plan, organize, and modify the curriculum get students to represent their thinking and show you
what they know design instruction to meet the needs of your students make assessment and
evaluation an integral part of your students' learning and your teaching use available physical space,
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