indiana basketball coaches history

indiana basketball coaches history traces the rich and storied tradition of
basketball leadership in the state of Indiana. Known for its passionate
basketball culture, Indiana has produced some of the most influential and
successful coaches in the history of the sport. This article explores the
evolution of Indiana basketball coaches history, highlighting legendary
figures, their coaching philosophies, and the impact they have had on both
high school and college basketball. From early pioneers who laid the
foundation to modern coaches who continue to shape the game, the legacy of
Indiana basketball coaches is intertwined with the state’s identity. This
comprehensive overview will cover prominent coaches, significant milestones,
and the development of coaching styles that define Indiana's basketball
scene. Readers will gain insight into how these coaches contributed to the
growth of basketball in Indiana and beyond.
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Early Pioneers of Indiana Basketball Coaching

The history of Indiana basketball coaches dates back to the early 20th
century when basketball was just beginning to gain popularity in the Midwest.
Early pioneers were instrumental in introducing organized basketball programs
in Indiana’s schools and colleges, setting the groundwork for the state’s
future dominance in the sport. Coaches during this era focused on
fundamentals and team discipline, fostering competitive spirit among young
athletes. These foundational figures helped establish Indiana as a hotbed for
basketball talent and coaching expertise.

Founding Figures

Among the earliest known coaches were individuals who not only coached but
also served as athletic directors and educators. Their dual roles helped
integrate basketball into school curricula and community life. Early Indiana
basketball coaches often faced limited resources but compensated with
innovative strategies and a commitment to player development. Their
contributions laid the foundation for the state’s basketball culture that
thrives today.

Impact on Indiana Basketball Culture

The pioneering coaches cultivated a passion for basketball that transcended



the sport itself, making it a source of pride and identity for Indiana
communities. These early leaders emphasized teamwork, sportsmanship, and the
pursuit of excellence, values that continue to resonate in Indiana basketball
coaching history. Their legacy set the stage for future generations of
coaches who would elevate the game to new heights.

Influential College Basketball Coaches from
Indiana

Indiana has been home to numerous legendary college basketball coaches who
have made significant contributions to the sport. These coaches not only
achieved remarkable success on the court but also influenced coaching
strategies and player development nationwide. Their tenure at various Indiana
universities, particularly Indiana University, has become a critical chapter
in Indiana basketball coaches history.

Bob Knight: A Defining Era

Bob Knight stands as one of the most iconic figures in Indiana basketball
coaching history. Coaching Indiana University from 1971 to 2000, Knight led
the Hoosiers to three NCAA championships and earned a reputation for his
disciplined, defense-oriented coaching style. His impact extended beyond wins
and losses, shaping the culture of college basketball coaching with his
emphasis on fundamentals, preparation, and mental toughness.

Other Notable College Coaches

In addition to Knight, Indiana has produced several other influential college
coaches who have contributed to the sport’s evolution. These include coaches
who led smaller programs to prominence, innovated offensive and defensive
strategies, and mentored players who went on to professional careers. Their
collective efforts have enriched Indiana’s reputation as a basketball
coaching powerhouse.

Branch McCracken - Indiana University

Frank McGuire - University of Notre Dame

e Kelvin Sampson — University of Indiana and other programs

Mike Woodson - Indiana University and NBA coaching

High School Basketball Coaching Legacy

High school basketball in Indiana holds a special place in the state’s sports
history, with coaches playing a crucial role in developing young talent and
fostering competitive high school programs. Indiana basketball coaches
history at the high school level is marked by remarkable dedication,
community involvement, and the nurturing of skills that often propel players



to collegiate and professional success.

Hallmarks of Indiana High School Coaching

High school coaches in Indiana are renowned for their ability to build
cohesive teams and instill a strong work ethic. Their coaching extends beyond
the court, emphasizing leadership, academics, and character development. Many
high school coaches have achieved legendary status within their communities,
celebrated for their long-term commitment and impact on generations of
players.

Notable High School Coaches and Programs

Several Indiana high school coaches have garnered statewide and national
recognition for their achievements. These coaches often lead programs with
multiple state championships and have contributed to Indiana’s reputation as
a cradle of basketball excellence. Their methods and successes are frequently
studied and emulated by coaches across the nation.

1. Gene Ping - Columbus North High School
2. Bill Green - Marion High School
3. Bob King - Bloomington High School

4. John Wooden (early coaching years in Indiana)

Coaching Philosophies and Styles in Indiana

Indiana basketball coaches history is characterized by a variety of coaching
philosophies and styles that have evolved over time. These approaches reflect
the state’s emphasis on fundamentals, defense, teamwork, and player
development. Understanding these philosophies provides insight into why
Indiana continues to produce successful coaches and teams.

Fundamentals and Defense Focus

Traditionally, Indiana coaches have placed a strong emphasis on mastering
basketball fundamentals, including shooting, passing, and defensive
positioning. Defensive intensity and discipline have been hallmarks of many
Indiana teams, often leading to success in tightly contested games. This
focus on basics ensures players are well-prepared and versatile on the court.

Adaptation and Innovation

While respecting tradition, Indiana basketball coaches have also embraced
innovation to stay competitive. This includes incorporating modern offensive
sets, analytics, and conditioning techniques. Coaches from Indiana have
contributed to the broader basketball coaching community by sharing new



strategies and adapting to changes in the game’s pace and style.

Notable Achievements and Championships

The achievements of Indiana basketball coaches are reflected in numerous
championships and accolades at both the high school and collegiate levels.
These accomplishments underscore the effectiveness of Indiana’s coaching
traditions and the state’s commitment to basketball excellence.

State Championships and Records

Indiana high school basketball coaches have led teams to an impressive number
of state championships, breaking records and setting high standards. These
victories have often been the result of years of program building and player
development, showcasing coaching excellence in action.

College Basketball Successes

On the collegiate stage, Indiana basketball coaches history includes multiple
NCAA tournament appearances and national titles. Coaches like Bob Knight have
left an indelible mark through their championship runs and player mentorship.
These successes have significantly contributed to Indiana’s national
basketball reputation.

Bob Knight'’s three NCAA national championships with Indiana University

e Branch McCracken’s two national titles

Countless state championships won by Indiana high school programs

Development of NBA players under Indiana coaches

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was the first head coach of the Indiana Hoosiers
men's basketball team?

The first head coach of the Indiana Hoosiers men's basketball team was Walter
Meanwell, who coached the team in the early 1900s.

Which Indiana basketball coach has the most wins in
the program's history?

Bob Knight holds the record for the most wins as Indiana's head coach, with
662 victories during his tenure from 1971 to 2000.



How many NCAA championships has Indiana won under its
coaches?

Indiana University has won five NCAA men's basketball championships, with
three titles under Bob Knight (1976, 1981, 1987) and two under Branch
McCracken (1940, 1953).

Who succeeded Bob Knight as Indiana's head basketball
coach?

After Bob Knight was dismissed in 2000, Mike Davis was promoted from
assistant coach to head coach and led the team until 2006.

Which Indiana basketball coach led the team to an
undefeated season?

Bob Knight coached the Indiana Hoosiers to an undefeated season in 1975-1976,
finishing with a perfect 32-0 record and winning the NCAA championship.

How has Indiana's basketball coaching history
influenced college basketball?

Indiana's coaching history, especially under Bob Knight, has had a
significant influence on college basketball through strong emphasis on
discipline, motion offense, and defensive intensity, shaping coaching
philosophies nationwide.

Additional Resources

1. Hoosier Hardwood: The Legacy of Indiana Basketball Coaches

This book explores the rich history of Indiana basketball through the lens of
its most influential coaches. From early pioneers to modern legends, it
covers their coaching philosophies, key games, and contributions to the
sport. The narrative highlights how these coaches shaped not only their teams
but also the culture of basketball in Indiana.

2. Legends of the Court: Indiana’s Basketball Coaching Greats

Focusing on the biographies and careers of Indiana’s top basketball coaches,
this book delves into their personal stories and coaching triumphs. It
includes interviews, game analysis, and behind-the-scenes anecdotes that
bring the state’s basketball history to life. Readers gain insight into the
challenges and successes that defined these coaching legends.

3. From Hoosiers to Heroes: The Coaches Who Built Indiana Basketball

This title traces the evolution of basketball coaching in Indiana from its
early days to the present. Highlighting key figures who transformed the game
at both high school and collegiate levels, the book examines their strategies
and leadership styles. It also reflects on the broader impact these coaches
had on Indiana’s basketball reputation nationwide.

4. Indiana’s Courtmasters: A History of Basketball Coaching Excellence
Detailing the achievements and innovations of Indiana basketball coaches,
this book celebrates their dedication to the sport. It provides a
chronological journey through significant eras and coaching milestones,



illustrating how these leaders adapted to changing times. The book is a
tribute to the discipline and passion that define Indiana basketball
coaching.

5. Coach’s Playbook: The Story of Indiana Basketball Leadership

This work focuses on the tactical and motivational aspects of Indiana’s
basketball coaching history. It explores how various coaches developed their
playbooks and influenced team dynamics to achieve success. Through detailed
game strategies and leadership case studies, readers gain a comprehensive
understanding of coaching excellence in Indiana.

6. Heartland Hoops: The Coaches Who Made Indiana Basketball a Tradition
Examining the cultural significance of basketball coaching in Indiana, this
book highlights the community impact of the state’s most respected coaches.
It discusses how these leaders fostered local pride and inspired generations
of players and fans. The narrative intertwines basketball history with the
social fabric of Indiana’s heartland.

7. Winning Ways: Indiana Basketball Coaches and Their Championship Journeys
This book chronicles the championship seasons led by Indiana basketball
coaches across different levels of competition. It provides detailed accounts
of pivotal games, coaching decisions, and player development that led to
victories. The stories celebrate perseverance, teamwork, and strategic
brilliance that brought Indiana teams to glory.

8. Coaching Giants: Profiles of Indiana’s Basketball Innovators

Highlighting coaches who introduced groundbreaking techniques and
philosophies, this book showcases innovation in Indiana basketball history.
It profiles figures who changed the game with new training methods, offensive
schemes, or defensive strategies. Readers will learn how these pioneers
influenced basketball beyond Indiana’s borders.

9. Indiana Basketball: The Coaches Who Shaped a State’s Passion

This comprehensive history covers the intertwined relationship between
Indiana’s basketball culture and its coaches. It explores how coaching
legends contributed to making basketball a statewide obsession and a source
of identity. The book includes historical context, personal stories, and
reflections on the lasting legacy of Indiana coaches.
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indiana basketball coaches history: Historical Dictionary of Basketball John Grasso,
2010-11-15 In less than 120 years an activity invented by one man to alleviate winter boredom for a
college gym class has evolved into a worldwide multi-billion dollar enterprise. It is impossible for Dr.
James Naismith, basketball's inventor, to have envisioned the extent to which his simple game would
reach. Without major changes to his original 13 rules, basketball is now played in more than 200
countries by people of all ages. Thanks to basketball, players like Michael Jordan, Earvin Magic
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Johnson, Larry Bird, LeBron James, Kobe Bryant, and Shaquille O'Neal have become some of the
most famous people in the world. The Historical Dictionary of Basketball is a comprehensive account
of all forms of basketball-amateur, professional, men's, women's, Olympic, domestic, and
international-from its invention in 1891 through the present day. This is done through a chronology,
an introductory essay, an extensive bibliography, and over 600 cross-referenced dictionary entries
on the people, places, teams, and terminology of the game.

indiana basketball coaches history: Indiana University Basketball Encyclopedia , 2018-01-16
The tradition of college basketball excellence that reigns at Indiana University can only be matched
by a handful of other elite programs, while the fierce devotion of IU basketball fans has been selling
out arenas and inspiring generation after generation of Hoosier fans for over a century. This newly
revised edition of the captures the glory, the tradition, and the championships, from the team’s
inaugural games in the winter of 1901 all the way through the 2016-17 season. The most
comprehensive book ever written about IU basketball, this encyclopedia covers every season and
every game the Hoosiers have played throughout their illustrious history, including all of the
program’s Big Ten Conference championships and NCAA championships. Fans will relive the most
exhilarating victories and the most heart-wrenching defeats. Included within are profiles of
legendary Hoosiers stars, from Don Schlundt and the Van Arsdale twins all the way through Calbert
Cheaney and Damon Bailey. The rivalries, excitement, and history of the Hoosiers are captured here
with vivid detail and unparalleled statistical accuracy. Indiana University Basketball Encyclopedia is
a must-have for the library of every devoted IU basketball fan and a fitting guide to one of the most
storied traditions in all of college basketball.

indiana basketball coaches history: A Biographical Directory of Professional Basketball
Coaches Jeff Marcus, 2003-04-28 Coaches have played a vital yet changing role throughout
basketball's professional history. Biographical Directory of Professional Basketball Coaches is a
comprehensive directory of all the professional coaches in the history of United States basketball.
Jeff Marcus provides, in alphabetical order, the year-by-year coaching records for every pro major
league coach in basketball history beginning with the American Basketball League (ABL), which
formed in 1925 and was the first league to play in larger arenas on the East Coast and in the Mid
West, then tracking the birth of the National Basketball League (NBL) from its onset in 1937 to its
convergence 12 years later with the BAA, forming what we know today as the NBA. Brief but
detailed biographical sketches are provided for every coach in these leagues. A wonderful resource
for basketball fans and sports buffs.

indiana basketball coaches history: Indiana History Bulletin , 1971

indiana basketball coaches history: Why Indiana is the Center of the Basketball World
Michael G. Ludlow, 2014-01-23 Basketball is now the second most popular sport world-wide trailing
only futbol (soccer) in the number of participants, fans, and leagues. Its popularity is due to the fact
that the game of basketball requires the most number of physical skills making basketball players
the most complete athletes. The speed, grace and teamwork required to play the game combined
with the athleticism required makes it beautiful to watch and fun to play. The United States has
always been and always will be the greatest basketball nation. Although the rest of the world has
been catching up with us (note the increasing number of international players in the NBA from all
parts of the world) we invented it (thank you Dr. Naismith); we perfected it (thank you Coach
Wooden, Bill Russell, Larry, Magic, Michael, Lebron, etc.); and we still have the highest
concentration of excellence at all levels - high school, college and professional. Indiana has long
been known to be basketball crazy. The image of a basketball goal on every garage, barn or any
other place you can put one (including the governor’s residence) is based, as most legends are, on a
ring of truth. Indiana has always been basketball crazy. Decades before “March Madness” became a
national trademark, Hoosier Hysteria rippled through the entire state at tourney time. Other states
can claim they are the “best” basketball state. Certainly North Carolina does and cases can be made
for Kentucky, New York and California. This study provides overwhelming statistical evidence and so
much anecdotal support that it is undeniable that Indiana IS the center of the basketball world.




indiana basketball coaches history: The Indiana Hoosiers Fans' Bucket List Terry Hutchens,
Bill Murphy, 2017-10-15 Every Indiana Hoosiers fan has a bucket list of activities to take part in at
some point in their lives. But even the most die-hard fans haven't done everything there is to
experience in and around Bloomington, Indiana. From visiting the campus to copying Keith Smart's
jump shot to win the 1987 national championship, author Terry Hutchens and Bill Murphy provide
ideas, recommendations, and insider tips for must-see places and can't-miss activities near the
Assembly Hall. But not every experience requires a trip to campus; long-distance Hoosiers fans can
cross some items off their list from the comfort of their own homes. Whether you're attending every
home game or supporting the Hoosiers from afar, there's something for every fan to do in The
Indiana Hoosiers Fans' Bucket List.

indiana basketball coaches history: Glory of Old IU, Indiana University Bob Hammel, Kit
Klingelhoffer, 1999 A handsome coffee-table book, Glory of Old IU is the most comprehensive book
ever written about Indiana University athletics. Never-before-published details about the 100 years
of IU's membership in the Big Ten Conference are captured in this one-of-a-kind book. Glory of Old
IU includes vignettes about all of IU's greatest moments, including its five NCAA basketball
championships. There are stories about Bob Knight, Mark Spitz, Isiah Thomas, Harry Gonso, and
many others. Thousands of other names are included in the all-time letter-winners list. Glory of Old
IU is must reading for anyone who is loyal to the Hoosiers.

indiana basketball coaches history: Traces of Indiana and Midwestern History, 2007

indiana basketball coaches history: Basketball Goats And Games: Inspiring Stories,
Fascinating Facts, And Trivia Fun For Young Fans Herminia Mckee, Uncover the magic of
basketball through a collection of inspiring stories and fascinating facts designed to captivate young
fans. This book offers an exciting journey into the world of basketball, highlighting the incredible
skills and heartwarming tales that make the sport so beloved. Readers will be thrilled by the
adventures and triumphs of basketball's greatest legends, learning valuable lessons about
teamwork, perseverance, and dedication along the way. Discover a treasure trove of intriguing trivia
and fun facts that bring the game to life. From the origins of basketball to the evolution of its rules,
this book covers a wide range of topics that will keep readers engaged and entertained. Learn about
famous players, historic games, and the most memorable moments that have shaped the sport. Each
page is filled with vibrant details that paint a vivid picture of basketball's rich history and its impact
on fans around the world. Addressing the curiosity of young enthusiasts, this book provides answers
to many burning questions about basketball. It tackles common challenges and misconceptions,
offering clear explanations and interesting insights. Readers will gain a deeper understanding of the
game's intricacies, from the basics of dribbling and shooting to the strategies used by professional
teams. This knowledge not only enhances their appreciation of basketball but also inspires them to
pursue their own athletic dreams. The narrative is crafted to resonate with young minds, making
complex concepts accessible and enjoyable. Through lively storytelling and engaging anecdotes,
readers are encouraged to explore their passion for basketball. The book's interactive elements,
such as quizzes and challenges, add an extra layer of fun, inviting readers to test their knowledge
and share their discoveries with friends and family. In summary, this book is a must-read for any
young basketball fan eager to learn more about the sport they love. It combines entertainment with
education, providing a comprehensive look at basketball's most inspiring stories, fascinating facts,
and trivia fun. Whether read alone or shared with others, this book promises to ignite a lifelong love
for the game and its incredible legacy.

indiana basketball coaches history: Encyclopedia of Women in Today's World Mary Zeiss
Stange, Carol K. Oyster, Jane E. Sloan, 2011-02-23 This work includes 1000 entries covering the
spectrum of defining women in the contemporary world.

indiana basketball coaches history: Local Legends Ron Eaton, 2008

indiana basketball coaches history: Basketball in the Big 12 Conference Michael A.
Sommers, 2008-01-15 The Big 12 conference has had at least half of its basketball teams in the
postseason every year in its history (the conference came into being on February 25, 1994). The Big



12, which consists of schools from central United States, is split into North (University of Colorado,
Iowa State University, University of Kansas, Kansas State University, University of Missouri, and the
University of Nebraska) and South (Baylor University, University of Oklahoma, Oklahoma State
University, University of Texas, Texas A&M University, and Texas Tech University). Basketball in the
Big 12 Conference is packed with a wealth of fascinating information and statistics about one of the
nation[]s most popular sports and most successful college conferences, including conference history;
teams and mascots; key player and coach profiles; conference rivalries; and important game and
tournament highlights.

indiana basketball coaches history: Basketball David L. Porter, 2005-07-30 From its
beginnings at the turn of the 20th century to its pervasive presence in 21st-century America,
basketball has grown into an undeniably important sport. The 575 entries in this biographical
dictionary present concise narratives on the lives and careers on the most important names in
basketball history. Entries include both classic players such as Kareem Abdul-Jabbar and Bob Cousy
as well as more recently established and up-and-coming stars such as Carmelo Anthony, Kevin
Garnett, and LeBron James. Entries for coaches such as the Boston Celtics' Red Auerbach and Mike
Krzyzewski from Duke University present the figures who have shaped the game from courtside,
while the inclusion of female players and coaches such as Lisa Leslie, Diana Taurasi, and Pat
Summitt show that basketball is not just a sport for men. From its beginnings at the turn of the 20th
century to its pervasive presence in 21st-century America, basketball has grown into an undeniably
important sport. The 575 entries in this biographical dictionary present concise narratives on the
lives and careers on the most important names in basketball history. Entries include both classic
players such as Kareem Abdul-Jabbar and Bob Cousy as well as more recently established and
up-and-coming stars such as Carmelo Anthony, Kevin Garnett, and LeBron James. Entries for
coaches such as the Boston Celtics' Red Auerbach and Mike Krzyzewski from Duke University
present the figures who have shaped the game from courtside, while the inclusion of female players
and coaches such as Lisa Leslie, Diana Taurasi, and Pat Summitt show that basketball is not just a
sport for men. This volume is an ideal reference for students seeking easily accessed information on
the greats of the game.

indiana basketball coaches history: The Sports Hall of Fame Encyclopedia Dave Blevins,
2011-12-23 In 1936, the Baseball Hall of Fame was established to honor the legends of the sport.
The first inductees were some of the greatest names of the dugout, including Ty Cobb and Babe
Ruth. Less than ten years later, in 1945, the Hockey Hall of Fame inducted its first members. The
Soccer Hall of Fame was established in 1950, followed by the Basketball Hall of Fame in 1959, and
the Football Hall of Fame in 1963. In all, more than 1,400 inductees-players, teams, and behind the
scenes personnel-have been enshrined in these five halls of fame. The Sports Hall of Fame
Encyclopedia is a comprehensive listing of each inductee elected into one or more of these major
sports halls of fame. From Hank Aaron to Fred Zollner, this book contains biographical information,
sport and position(s) played, and career statistics (when applicable) of each of the more than 1,400
honorees. The book also includes specific appendixes for each shrine, in which inductees are listed
alphabetically and by year of induction. Also included are appendixes briefly describing the history
of each hall of fame.

indiana basketball coaches history: Indiana Basketball Media Guide , 1998

indiana basketball coaches history: Ball State Men's Basketball 1918-2003 Anthony O.
Edmonds, C. Warren Vander Hill, 2003 Since 1918, Ball State men's basketball has gone from a
small athletic endeavor at a teachers college to a highly respected Division I program in the
Mid-American Conference and the NCAA. On several occasions during the past two decades, the
team has participated in post-season tournaments. Using over 200 images and insightful narrative,
Ball State Men's Basketball, 1918-2003 examines the evolution of this popular program and focuses
on the coaches, players, and traditions that played a part in the development of this American
pastime in Indiana.

indiana basketball coaches history: Ebony, 2003-01 EBONY is the flagship magazine of



Johnson Publishing. Founded in 1945 by John H. Johnson, it still maintains the highest global
circulation of any African American-focused magazine.

indiana basketball coaches history: Uncaged Dave Krider, J.R. Shelt, Scott Freeman, 2006
Uncaged celebrates the three-peat Indiana state champion Lawrence North Wildcats, led by
legendary coach Jack Keefer and All-Americans Greg Oden and Mike Conley.

indiana basketball coaches history: Hall of Fame Sports Trivia Frank Cull, 2015-01-27 Hall of
Fame Sports Trivia runs the gamut from every angle of the playing field, that will delight the entire
world of real sports fans! It features outstanding trivia, interesting stats, hilarious quotes,
nicknames, all-time records, and Hall of Famers. It also features interesting questions and answers
that the average sports fan has never heard before. The end result is our reader screaming out, I
didn't know that! In each chapter, all you have to do is answer the questions. No box tops to send in,
no secret messages to decode through e-mail. There's nothing to it. Simply answer the questions
without looking at the answers and, remember, God is watching!

indiana basketball coaches history: Getting Open Tom Graham, Rachel Graham Cody,
2011-02-22 A striking and honest portrait of a man overcoming racism in a place that barely
acknowledged its existence. —Publishers Weekly Bill Garrett was the Jackie Robinson of college
basketball. In 1947, the same year Robinson broke the color line in major league baseball, Garrett
integrated big-time college basketball. By joining the basketball program at Indiana University, he
broke the gentleman's agreement that had barred black players from the Big Ten, college
basketball's most important conference. While enduring taunts from opponents and pervasive
segregation at home and on the road, Garrett became the best player Indiana had ever had, an
all-American, and, in 1951, the third African American drafted in the NBA. In basketball, as Indiana
went so went the country. Within a year of his graduation from IU, there were six African American
basketball players on Big Ten teams. Soon tens, then hundreds, and finally thousands walked
through the door Garrett opened to create modern college and professional basketball. Unlike
Robinson, however, Garrett is unknown today. Getting Open is more than just a basketball book. In
the years immediately following World War II, sports were at the heart of America's common
culture. And in the fledgling civil rights efforts of African Americans across the country, which would
coalesce two decades later into the Movement, the playing field was where progress occurred
publicly and symbolically. Indiana was an unlikely place for a civil rights breakthrough. It was
stone-cold isolationist, widely segregated, and hostile to change. But in the late 1940s, Indiana had a
leader of the largest black YMCA in the world, who viewed sports as a wedge for broader
integration; a visionary university president, who believed his institution belonged to all citizens of
the state; a passion for high school and college basketball; and a teenager who was, as nearly as any
civil rights pioneer has ever been, the perfect person for his time and role. This is the story of how
they came together to move the country toward getting open. Father-daughter authors Tom Graham
and Rachel Graham Cody spent seven years reconstructing a full portrait of how these elements
came together; interviewing Garrett's family, friends, teammates, and coaches, and digging through
archives and dusty closets to tell this compelling, long-forgotten story.
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