in which society did tolerance and
pluralism originate

in which society did tolerance and pluralism originate is a question that
delves into the historical roots of two fundamental concepts essential to
modern multicultural and democratic societies. Tolerance and pluralism refer
to the acceptance and coexistence of diverse beliefs, cultures, and
identities within a community. Understanding their origins provides insight
into how societies have evolved to embrace diversity and foster peaceful
coexistence. This article explores the early societies where tolerance and
pluralism first emerged, tracing their development from ancient civilizations
to influential periods in history. Additionally, it examines the
philosophical and legal frameworks that supported these ideas and their
lasting impact on contemporary social structures. The discussion will cover
the origins in ancient empires, the role of religion and philosophy, and the
pivotal moments that shaped tolerance and pluralism as essential societal
values.

e Origins of Tolerance and Pluralism in Ancient Societies

The Role of Religion and Philosophy in Early Pluralism

Legal and Political Foundations Supporting Tolerance

Influence of the Islamic Golden Age on Pluralism

e Furopean Enlightenment and the Expansion of Tolerance

Origins of Tolerance and Pluralism in Ancient
Societies

The question of in which society did tolerance and pluralism originate leads
us first to look at ancient civilizations where early forms of these concepts
appeared. Tolerance and pluralism did not emerge overnight but evolved
through interactions between diverse peoples and cultures. Some of the
earliest examples can be found in Mesopotamia, the Persian Empire, and
ancient India, where different ethnic groups and religious traditions
coexisted under large imperial structures.

Mesopotamian and Persian Empires

Mesopotamia, often referred to as the cradle of civilization, was home to
multiple city-states and cultures that practiced a degree of acceptance
towards different gods and customs. However, it was the Persian Empire,
particularly under Cyrus the Great in the 6th century BCE, that
institutionalized tolerance and pluralism in a more formal manner. Cyrus is
known for his policy of respecting the customs and religions of the lands he
conquered, as evidenced by the Cyrus Cylinder, often regarded as an early
declaration of human rights and religious freedom.



Ancient Indian Society

In the Indian subcontinent, pluralism and tolerance were embedded within the
religious and philosophical traditions such as Hinduism, Buddhism, and
Jainism. Ancient Indian society was characterized by a rich mosaic of beliefs
and practices, with the principle of ahimsa (non-violence) promoting respect
for all life and diverse viewpoints. The acceptance of multiple paths to
spiritual truth reflects a pluralistic worldview that predates many Western
concepts of tolerance.

Summary of Early Societies Promoting Pluralism

e Mesopotamia: coexistence of multiple city-states and deities
e Persian Empire: formalized policies of religious and cultural tolerance

e Ancient India: philosophical acceptance of diverse spiritual paths

The Role of Religion and Philosophy in Early
Pluralism

Religion and philosophy have played critical roles in shaping the values of
tolerance and pluralism throughout history. The question of in which society
did tolerance and pluralism originate cannot be fully answered without
acknowledging the influence of various religious traditions and philosophical
schools that promoted coexistence and respect for diversity.

Judaism and Early Monotheism

While ancient Judaism is often characterized by strict monotheism, historical
evidence shows periods where Jewish communities lived alongside diverse
peoples and maintained a level of tolerance towards different cultures. The
diaspora experience also necessitated coexistence in foreign societies,
contributing indirectly to pluralistic attitudes.

Classical Greek Philosophy

Classical Greece introduced rational inquiry and debate, which laid the
groundwork for tolerance as an intellectual virtue. Philosophers like
Socrates, Plato, and Aristotle discussed the importance of dialogue and
understanding different viewpoints, although their societies were not
pluralistic in the modern sense. The idea of democracy in Athens also planted
seeds for political tolerance, albeit limited to certain classes.

Religious Pluralism in Buddhism and Jainism

Buddhism and Jainism, originating in India, emphasized non-violence and
respect for all living beings. These religions encouraged followers to accept



multiple paths to enlightenment, which contributed significantly to the
development of pluralistic thought in the region. Their spread across Asia
fostered societies where diverse religious practices coexisted peacefully.

Legal and Political Foundations Supporting
Tolerance

The establishment of legal and political frameworks that protect diverse
communities is a hallmark of societies that practice tolerance and pluralism.
Exploring the question of in which society did tolerance and pluralism
originate involves examining these codifications and their historical
contexts.

The Cyrus Cylinder and Persian Legal Pluralism

The Persian Empire under Cyrus the Great is often credited with pioneering
legal recognition of religious and cultural diversity. The Cyrus Cylinder is
seen as an ancient charter that allowed displaced peoples to return home and
practice their traditions freely, embodying an early form of legal pluralism
that supported societal tolerance.

Roman Empire’s Approach to Diversity

The Roman Empire managed a vast and culturally diverse population by allowing
a degree of religious and cultural autonomy within its provinces. While
imperial cult worship was promoted, local customs and religions were
generally tolerated, creating a complex but stable pluralistic society for
several centuries.

Medieval Legal Codes and Religious Tolerance

During the Middle Ages, certain regions exhibited tolerance through legal
protections for minority groups. For instance, some medieval European cities
granted charters that allowed Jewish communities to live and practice their
religion under specific conditions. Although tolerance was often limited and
conditional, these legal precedents contributed to the evolving concept of
pluralism.

Influence of the Islamic Golden Age on
Pluralism

The Islamic Golden Age, spanning roughly the 8th to 14th centuries,
represents a significant period in which tolerance and pluralism flourished
under a sophisticated cultural and intellectual environment. This era is
vital to understanding in which society did tolerance and pluralism originate
in a broader historical context.



Religious Coexistence in the Abbasid Caliphate

The Abbasid Caliphate fostered an environment where Muslims, Christians,
Jews, and other religious communities coexisted. Non-Muslims were granted the
status of dhimmi, which allowed for certain protections and autonomy in
exchange for a tax. This system facilitated pluralism within a unified
political structure.

Intellectual Exchange and Cultural Syncretism

The Islamic Golden Age was marked by significant advancements in science,
philosophy, medicine, and the arts. Scholars from diverse backgrounds
collaborated and translated works from Greek, Persian, Indian, and other
traditions. This intellectual pluralism not only enriched the empire but also
reinforced the societal value of tolerance towards knowledge and cultural
diversity.

Legacy of Islamic Pluralism

The pluralistic principles developed during the Islamic Golden Age influenced
later societies in Europe and beyond. The transmission of knowledge and the
model of religious coexistence contributed to the Renaissance and the
eventual development of modern concepts of tolerance.

European Enlightenment and the Expansion of
Tolerance

The European Enlightenment of the 17th and 18th centuries marked a pivotal
moment in the formalization and expansion of tolerance and pluralism as
societal ideals. The question of in which society did tolerance and pluralism
originate gains new dimensions when considering this transformative period.

Philosophical Foundations of Modern Tolerance

Thinkers such as John Locke, Voltaire, and Immanuel Kant argued vigorously
for religious tolerance, freedom of conscience, and the separation of church
and state. Their writings laid the groundwork for modern liberal democracies
that prioritize individual rights and pluralistic coexistence.

Legal Reforms and Institutionalization

During and after the Enlightenment, many European countries began enacting
laws that protected minority rights and promoted religious freedom. These
legal reforms institutionalized tolerance and pluralism, moving beyond
earlier, more conditional forms of coexistence.

Impact on Contemporary Societies

The Enlightenment’s legacy continues to shape contemporary political and



social frameworks worldwide. Modern constitutions, human rights declarations,
and international agreements reflect the pluralistic and tolerant values that
originated and matured during this period.

Frequently Asked Questions

In which society did the concepts of tolerance and
pluralism first originate?

The concepts of tolerance and pluralism can be traced back to ancient Indian
society, particularly during the Maurya Empire under Emperor Ashoka, who
promoted religious tolerance and coexistence.

How did ancient Indian society promote tolerance and
pluralism?

Ancient Indian society, especially during the Maurya period, promoted
tolerance and pluralism through policies of religious acceptance, dialogue
among different faiths, and respect for diverse cultural practices.

Are there other ancient societies known for early
tolerance and pluralism besides India?

Yes, ancient societies such as the Persian Empire under Cyrus the Great also
practiced tolerance and pluralism by allowing conquered peoples to maintain
their customs and religions.

What role did the Persian Empire play in the
development of tolerance and pluralism?

The Persian Empire, particularly under Cyrus the Great, is known for its
policy of respecting the customs and religions of conquered peoples, which
laid early foundations for tolerance and pluralism.

Did ancient Greek or Roman societies contribute to
the ideas of tolerance and pluralism?

While ancient Greek and Roman societies exhibited some elements of cultural
exchange, their approaches were less focused on tolerance and pluralism
compared to Indian and Persian societies, often emphasizing assimilation or
dominance.

How did religious diversity influence the origin of
tolerance and pluralism in early societies?
Religious diversity in early societies like ancient India and Persia

necessitated policies of tolerance and pluralism to maintain social harmony
and political stability among various ethnic and religious groups.



Additional Resources

1. The Origins of Toleration: Enlightenment and Pluralism in Early Modern
Europe

This book explores the emergence of tolerance and pluralism during the
Enlightenment period in Europe. It examines philosophical, religious, and
political shifts that encouraged acceptance of diverse beliefs and practices.
The author highlights key figures and events that laid the groundwork for
modern pluralistic societies.

2. Religious Pluralism and the Ancient Mediterranean World

Focusing on the ancient Mediterranean societies, this book investigates how
tolerance and coexistence among different religious groups were practiced. It
analyzes the interactions between Greeks, Romans, Jews, and early Christians,
revealing the social and political mechanisms that enabled pluralism. The
text provides historical context for understanding how early societies
managed diversity.

3. The City of God and the Roots of Toleration

This work delves into the influence of early Christian thought, particularly
Augustine’s "City of God," on the development of tolerance. It discusses how
Christian theology contributed to ideas about coexistence and the role of the
state in managing religious difference. The book traces the evolution of
tolerance from late antiquity to the medieval period.

4. Pluralism in Ancient India: Philosophical Foundations and Social Practices
Examining the Indian subcontinent, this book highlights the rich traditions
of pluralism found in ancient Indian philosophy and society. It discusses the
coexistence of various religious schools such as Hinduism, Buddhism, and
Jainism, and how debates and dialogues fostered mutual respect. The author
emphasizes the role of pluralism in shaping Indian cultural and political
life.

5. The Birth of Tolerance: Jewish and Islamic Interactions in Medieval Spain
This book investigates the convivencia—the coexistence of Jewish, Muslim, and
Christian communities—in medieval Spain. It explores how tolerance and
pluralism were practiced in areas of cultural and religious overlap,
highlighting intellectual exchanges and legal frameworks that supported
diversity. The book also considers the limitations and challenges faced by
these societies.

6. From Polis to Pluralism: Tolerance in Classical Athens

This book examines the political and social environment of Classical Athens
to uncover early examples of tolerance and pluralism. It looks at Athenian
democracy, citizenship, and religious diversity, assessing how inclusive or
exclusive these practices were. The author argues that while Athens was not
fully pluralistic, it set important precedents for later societies.

7. The Enlightenment and the Invention of Religious Tolerance

This text traces the development of religious tolerance as a key value of the
Enlightenment era. It explores how thinkers like John Locke, Voltaire, and
Montesquieu challenged intolerance and advocated for freedom of conscience.
The book situates these ideas within broader social and political reforms
that promoted pluralism.

8. Tolerance and Empire: The Ottoman Model of Pluralism

This book studies the Ottoman Empire’s approach to managing a diverse
population with multiple ethnicities and religions. It highlights the millet
system as a practical example of institutionalized pluralism, allowing



different communities to govern themselves under imperial oversight. The
author discusses both the strengths and limitations of this model of
tolerance.

9. Roots of Modern Pluralism: The Dutch Republic in the Seventeenth Century
Focusing on the Dutch Republic, this book explores how economic, religious,
and political factors combined to create one of the earliest modern
pluralistic societies. It examines policies of religious tolerance, freedom
of the press, and cultural diversity during the Dutch Golden Age. The text
argues that the Dutch experience significantly influenced the development of
pluralism in the Western world.
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in which society did tolerance and pluralism originate: The Culture of Toleration in
Diverse Societies Catriona McKinnon, Dario Castiglione, 2003 The idea of toleration as the
appropriate response to difference has been central to liberal thought since Locke. Although the
subject has been widely and variously explored, there has been reluctance to acknowledge the new
meaning that current debates on toleration have when compared with those at its origins in the early
modern period and with subsequent discussions about pluralism and freedom of expression.This
collection starts from a clear recognition of the new terms of the debate. It recognises that a new
academic consensus is slowly emerging on a view of tolerance that is reasonable in two senses.
Firstly of reflecting the capacity of seeing the other's viewpoint, secondly on the relatively limited
extent to which toleration can be granted. It reflects the cross-thematic and cross-disciplinary nature
of such discussions, dissecting a number of debates such as liberalism and communitarianism, public
and private, multiculturalism and the politics of identity, and a number of disciplines: moral, legal
and political philosophy, historical and educational studies, anthropology, sociology and psychology.
A group of distinguished authors explore the complexities emerging from the new debate. They
scrutinise, with analytical sophistication, the philosophical foundation, the normative content and
the broadly political implications of a new culture of toleration for diverse societies. Specific issues
considered include the toleration of religious discrimination in employment, city life and community,
social ethos, publicity, justice and reason and ethics.The book is unique in resolutely looking forward
to the theoretical and practical challenges posed by commitment to a conception of toleration
demanding empathy and understanding in an ever-diversifying world.

in which society did tolerance and pluralism originate: Tolerance and Intolerance in
Religion and Beyond Anne Sarah Matviyets, Giuseppe Veltri, Jorg Ripke, 2023-10-09 This book
focuses on religious tolerance and intolerance in terms of practices, institutions, and intellectual
habits. It brings together an array of historical and anthropological studies and philosophical,
cognitive, and psychological explorations by established scholars from a range of disciplines. The
contributions feature modern and historic instances of tolerance and intolerance across a variety of
geographies, societies, and religious traditions. They help readers to gain an understanding of the
notion of tolerance and the historical consequences of intolerance from the perspective of different
cultures, religions, and philosophies. The volume highlights tolerance’s potential to be a means to
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build bridges and at the same time determine limits. Whilst the challenge of promoting tolerance has
mostly been treated as a value or practice of demographic or religious majorities, this book offers a
broader take and pays attention to minority perspectives. It is a valuable reference for scholars of
religious studies, the sociology of religion, and the history of religion.

in which society did tolerance and pluralism originate: "Public Religion" and the
Pancasila-based State of Indonesia Benyamin Fleming Intan, 2006 «Public Religion» and the
Pancasila-Based State of Indonesia: An Ethical and Sociological Analysis analyzes the public role of
religion in Indonesian society from the pre-independence period to the end of Suharto's New Order
government. It offers constructive suggestions regarding how Indonesian religion can play a
significant role within the framework of Pancasila, Indonesia's national ideology. Based on a
Christian-Muslim dialogue, it is only within the realm of civil society that Indonesian religion will be
able to promote the ideas of democracy, tolerance, and human rights in Indonesian public affairs. In
short, far from being anti-pluralist, Indonesian religion evolves as a liberating force in the life of
society, nation, and state.

in which society did tolerance and pluralism originate: Theology, Political Theory, and
Pluralism Kristen Deede Johnson, 2007-01-25 How can we live together in the midst of our
differences? This is one of the most pressing questions of our time. Tolerance has been the bedrock
of political liberalism, while proponents of agonistic political thought and radical democracy have
sought an answer that allows a deeper celebration of difference. Kristen Deede Johnson describes
the move from tolerance to difference, and the accompanying move from epistemology to ontology,
within political theory. Building on this 'ontological turn’, in search of a theological answer to the
question, she puts Augustine into conversation with recent political theorists and theologians. This
theological option enables the Church to envision a way to engage with contemporary political
society without losing its own embodied story and practices. It contributes to our broader political
imagination by offering a picture of rich engagement between the many different particularities that
constitute a pluralist society.

in which society did tolerance and pluralism originate: Religion in a Pluralistic Society ].S.
Pobee, 2023-08-28

in which society did tolerance and pluralism originate: The Philosophy of Law Christopher
Berry Grey, 2013-07-04 From articles centering on the detailed and doctrinal exposition of the law to
those which reside almost wholly within the realm of philosophical ethics, this volume affords
comprehensive treatment to both sides of the philosophico-legal equation. Systematic and sustained
coverage of the many dimensions of legal thought gives ample expression to the true breadth and
depth of the philosophy of law, with coverage of: The modes of knowing and the kinds of normativity
used in the law; Studies in international, constitutional, criminal, administrative, persons and
property, contracts and tort law-including their historical origins and worldwide ramifications;
Current legal cultures such as common law and civilian, European, and Aboriginal; Influential
jurisprudents and their biographies; All influential schools and methods

in which society did tolerance and pluralism originate: The Myth of Religious
Superiority Paul F. Knitter, 2005 In this challenging book, the leading exponents of the idea that all
religions are a refraction of a truth no single tradition can exclusively reveal discuss what to make of
that conviction in today's world of interreligious rivalry and strife. The authors represent a variety of
faith traditions: Christianity, Judaism, Islam.

in which society did tolerance and pluralism originate: Wendell Berry: Essays
1993-2017 (LOA #317) Wendell Berry, 2019-05-21 The second volume of the Library of America's
definitive two-volume selection of the nonfiction writings of our greatest living advocate for
sustainable culture. Writing with elegance and clarity, Wendell Berry is a compassionate and
compelling voice for our time of political and cultural distrust and division, whether expounding the
joys and wisdom of nonindustrial agriculture, relishing the pleasure of eating food produced locally
by people you know, or giving voice to a righteous contempt for hollow innovation. He is our most
important writer on the cultural crisis posed by industrialization and mass consumerism, and the




vital role of rural, sustainable farming in preserving the planet as well as our national character.
Now, in celebration of Berry's extraordinary six-decade-long career, Library of America presents a
two-volume selection of his nonfiction writings prepared in close consultation with the author. In this
second volume, forty-four essays from ten works turn to issues of political and social debate--big
government, science and religion, and the meaning of citizenship following the tragedy of 9/11. Also
included is his Jefferson Lecture to the National Endowment for the Humanities, It All Turns on
Affection (2012). Berry's essays remain timely, even urgent today, and will resonate with anyone
interested in our relationship to the natural world and especially with a younger, politically engaged
generation invested in the future welfare of the planet. INCLUDES: Life is a Miracle AND
SELECTIONS FROM Sex, Economy, Freedom & Community Another Turn of the Crank Citizenship
Papers The Way of Ignorance What Matters? Imagination in Place It All Turns on Affection Our Only
World The Art of Loading Brush LIBRARY OF AMERICA is an independent nonprofit cultural
organization founded in 1979 to preserve our nation’s literary heritage by publishing, and keeping
permanently in print, America’s best and most significant writing. The Library of America series
includes more than 300 volumes to date, authoritative editions that average 1,000 pages in length,
feature cloth covers, sewn bindings, and ribbon markers, and are printed on premium acid-free
paper that will last for centuries.

in which society did tolerance and pluralism originate: Political Knowledge - Class 11 -
English Navneet Singh, Political Knowledge - An Introduction Political knowledge encompasses
understanding various aspects of politics, including government structures, political ideologies,
systems, and processes. It's essential for citizens to have a grasp of political knowledge to make
informed decisions, engage in meaningful discussions, and participate effectively in democratic
societies. Here's a brief introduction to some key components: Government Structures: This includes
knowledge about different types of government systems such as democracy, monarchy, dictatorship,
and the division of power between branches of government like the executive, legislative, and
judicial branches. Political Ideologies: Political ideologies are sets of beliefs and values that guide
political behaviour and policy preferences. Common ideologies include liberalism, conservatism,
socialism, and libertarianism. Understanding these ideologies helps in comprehending various
political debates and positions. Political Systems: Different countries have different political systems,
such as presidential, parliamentary, or hybrid systems. Each system has its own set of rules and
institutions governing how power is distributed and exercised. Political Processes: This refers to how
political decisions are made, including the electoral process, lawmaking procedures, and policy
implementation. Understanding political processes helps citizens navigate the complexities of
governance and advocate for change. International Relations: Political knowledge extends beyond
domestic politics to include understanding global issues, diplomatic relations between countries, and
international organizations like the United Nations, NATO, or the World Trade Organization.
Political Economy: This field explores the relationship between politics and economics, including
topics such as fiscal policy, taxation, trade, and regulation. It's crucial for understanding how
government policies impact economic outcomes and social welfare. Media and Politics: In today's
digital age, media plays a significant role in shaping public opinion and influencing political
discourse. Understanding the role of media in politics, including concepts like agenda-setting,
framing, and media bias, is essential for media literacy and critical thinking. Citizenship and Civic
Engagement: Political knowledge empowers citizens to actively participate in civic life through
activities such as voting, advocacy, community organizing, and holding elected officials accountable.
Developing political knowledge is an ongoing process that requires curiosity, critical thinking, and
engagement with diverse perspectives. It enables individuals to navigate the complexities of the
political landscape, contribute to informed decision-making, and promote a more inclusive and
democratic society.

in which society did tolerance and pluralism originate: Nationalism - English Navneet
Singh, Nationalism Nationalism is a political ideology or movement that emphasizes the primacy,
unity, and interests of a particular nation or group of people. It often involves a strong sense of




loyalty, pride, and identity with one's nation, as well as a desire to promote and preserve its culture,
heritage, and sovereignty. Here are some key aspects of nationalism: Identity and Belonging:
Nationalism fosters a sense of shared identity and belonging among members of a nation, based on
common factors such as language, culture, history, and territory. It provides individuals with a sense
of collective identity and solidarity, contributing to a shared sense of community and attachment to
the nation. Patriotism and Loyalty: Nationalism promotes patriotism and loyalty to one's nation,
often evoking strong emotions and sentiments of pride, allegiance, and devotion. It encourages
individuals to prioritize the interests of their nation and to defend its sovereignty, independence, and
values. National Unity and Cohesion: Nationalism seeks to unite people across diverse backgrounds
and regions within a nation, emphasizing the importance of national unity, cohesion, and solidarity.
It aims to overcome divisions and promote a sense of common purpose and destiny among citizens.
National Sovereignty: Nationalism emphasizes the principle of national sovereignty, asserting the
right of nations to govern themselves and determine their own affairs without external interference
or domination. It often opposes imperialism, colonialism, and other forms of foreign domination that
threaten national independence and autonomy. Cultural Preservation and Promotion: Nationalism
promotes the preservation and promotion of a nation's cultural heritage, traditions, and values. It
seeks to protect and celebrate the unique cultural identity of the nation, including its language,
customs, arts, and symbols, as integral components of national identity and pride. Political
Movements and Policies: Nationalism can manifest in various political movements, parties, and
policies that prioritize the interests of the nation-state. This may include policies aimed at promoting
economic self-sufficiency, cultural preservation, immigration control, and national security, as well
as efforts to assert national interests in international relations. Criticism and Controversies: While
nationalism can foster unity and pride, it can also lead to exclusivism, chauvinism, and intolerance
towards other nations or minority groups. Extreme forms of nationalism, known as ethnonationalism
or ultranationalism, may promote xenophobia, racism, and aggressive nationalism, fuelling conflicts
and tensions both domestically and internationally. Overall, nationalism is a complex and
multifaceted ideology that shapes perceptions of identity, allegiance, and sovereignty, influencing
both individual attitudes and collective behaviours within societies and on the global stage. Its
impact can vary widely depending on historical, cultural, and political contexts, and it continues to
be a subject of debate and controversy in contemporary politics and society.

in which society did tolerance and pluralism originate: Islamic Education and
Indoctrination Charlene Tan, 2012-01-26 Islamic schools, especially madrasahs, have been viewed
as sites of indoctrination for Muslim students and militants. Some educators and parents in the
United States have also regarded introductory courses on Islam in some public schools as
indoctrinatory. But what do we mean by indoctrination? And is Islamic education indoctrinatory?
This book critically discusses the concept of indoctrination in the context of Islamic education. It
explains that indoctrination occurs when a person holds to a type of beliefs known as control beliefs
that result in ideological totalism. Using Indonesia as an illustrative case study, the book expounds
on the conditions for an indoctrinatory tradition to exist and thrive. Examples include the Islamic
school co-founded by Abu Bakar Ba’asyir and the militant organisation Jemaah Islamiyah. The book
further proposes ways to counter and avoid indoctrination through formal, non-formal, and informal
education. It argues for the creation and promotion of educative traditions that are underpinned by
religious pluralism, strong rationality, and strong autonomy. Examples of such educative Muslim
traditions in Indonesia will be highlighted. Combining philosophical inquiry with empirical research,
this book is a timely contribution to the study of contemporary and often controversial issues in
Islamic education.

in which society did tolerance and pluralism originate: Ordinary Genomes Karen-Sue
Taussig, 2009-09-23 Explores the mutually constructive relationship between increasing scientific
knowledge of human genetics and cultural identity through a case study of the development and
reception of genomics in the Netherlands.

in which society did tolerance and pluralism originate: Congressional Record United



States. Congress, 1998

in which society did tolerance and pluralism originate: Faith in Politics Bryan T. McGraw,
2010-06-10 No account of contemporary politics can ignore religion. The liberal democratic tradition
in political thought has long treated religion with some suspicion, regarding it as a source of division
and instability. Faith in Politics shows how such arguments are unpersuasive and dependent on
questionable empirical claims: rather than being a serious threat to democracies' legitimacy,
stability and freedom, religion can be democratically constructive. Using historical cases of
important religious political movements to add empirical weight, Bryan McGraw suggests that
religion will remain a significant political force for the foreseeable future and that pluralist
democracies would do well to welcome rather than marginalize it.

in which society did tolerance and pluralism originate: Politics, Pluralism and Religion
Chandana Chakrabarti, Sandra Jane Fairbanks, 2020-05-22 The chapters in this volume discuss the
many facets of pluralism in a liberal democracy, as well as the interplay between religion and
politics. Religion is a central theme in this book for two reasons. First, religions often claim to
possess truths about the nature of God and the proper path to lead in order to achieve eternal life in
heaven, or enlightenment or spiritual liberation. Unfortunately, different religions offer different sets
of truths on these issues, which create an obvious competition and rivalry between religions.
Historically, religious differences have produced countless wars, violent clashes, human rights
violations and various forms of religious persecutions. Our record of coexisting peacefully in a
religiously pluralistic world has been abysmal at best. Some chapters in this book discuss religious
pluralism, the clash between science and religion and the role religious reasons should play in a
public dialogue about public policy and law. The second reason why religion is a prominent theme is
that, since religion is constitutive of the identities of so many individuals, its influence on politics, for
better or for worse, is extremely significant. Many chapters explore the various ways in which
religion can affect politics: From the dangers of theocracy, to Jihadist terrorism, to a Hindu
approach to addressing terrorism, to a Unitarian Universalist perspective on ethical eating and to
the Christian virtue of forgiveness applied to political dispute resolution. All in all, the chapters in
this book represent a variety of approaches to understanding the interrelated problems associated
with religion and politics in a pluralistic world.

in which society did tolerance and pluralism originate: Islam in Retrospect Maher S.
Mahmassani, 2014-07-27 RENEWING OUR UNDERSTANDING OF ISLAM IN TODAY’'S WORLD
Islam, in many of its current guises, no longer resembles its original Message. In a world of
intractable conflicts plagued by political Islam and Islamophobia—and where other forms of
fundamentalism within the major religious creeds are on the rise, as well—this book serves as a
reminder. It aims to recover and reaffirm Islam’s underlying and guiding principles. Setting out to
distinguish the divine from the human in order to elucidate the pristine nature of the divine
Message, Mahmassani reasserts Islam’s universal, secular, and progressive character. In Part One of
this comprehensive and meticulously researched volume, the author places the Message of Islam
within its historic, geographic, and cultural contexts. Focusing on the primacy of the Holy Qur'an
among the sources of Islam, he examines the controversies which have surrounded the Prophetic
Tradition—Sunna and Hadith—as a source of Islam, demonstrating the full scope of Islam’s
universality. In Part Two he goes on to clarify Islam’s secular nature by reconsidering inherited
beliefs about the relationship between Islam and the state, and Islam and Sharia’a law, revealing
Islam’s inherent humanism. This leads, in Part Three, to reflections on the progressive nature of
Islam, and on the importance of the role of the mind in understanding and taking full benefit of
religion as an engine of progress. In particular, the author focuses on human rights, including issues
of human dignity, freedom of faith, and gender equality. Islam in Retrospect: Recovering the
Message is a rich contribution to continuing efforts to reform perceptions of Islam. Scholars and
students in the fields of Islamic studies, religion, and the humanities, teachers, policy makers, and
general readers will find this carefully constructed sourcebook invaluable for its fresh outlook and
approach to understanding Islam and Muslim Scriptures in the light of today’s world. As



Mahmassani affirms, “Islam, as a divine message, has been—and continuously remains—perfect.”

in which society did tolerance and pluralism originate: The Professional Quest for
Truth Stephan Fuchs, 1992-01-01 This book argues that the power of science as the most respected
and authoritative world view is based on its superior material and organizational resources, not on
its superior rationality. Fuchs approaches science as a social construct, and utilizing a theory of
scientific organizations, he analyzes knowledge production in scientific fields--how they differ in
their resources and how these differences affect how science is conducted. The book explains why
certain fields produce science and facts, while others engage in hermeneutics and conversation; why
certain specialities change through cumulation rather than fragmentation; and why some fields are
relativistic while others are positivist in their self-understanding. This general theory of knowledge
is applicable not only to science, but to all varieties of professional groups engaged in knowledge
production.

in which society did tolerance and pluralism originate: The End and the Beginning
George Weigel, 2011-11-01 “As March gave way to April in the spring of 2005 and the world kept
vigil outside the apostolic palace in Rome, the pontificate of Pope John Paul II, then drawing to a
poignant end, was already being described as one of the most consequential in two millennia of
Christian history.” With these words, world-renowned author and NBC Vatican analyst George
Weigel begins his long-awaited sequel to the international bestseller Witness to Hope: The
Biography of Pope John Paul II. More than ten years in the making, The End and the Beginning: Pope
John Paul II—The Victory of Freedom, the Last Years, the Legacy tells the dramatic story of the
Pope’s battle with communism in light of new and recently disclosed information and brings to a
close Weigel’s landmark portrait of a man who not only left an indelible mark on the Catholic
Church, but also changed the course of world history. When he was elected pope in the fall of 1978,
few people had ever heard of the charismatic Karol Wojty®a. But in a very short time he would ignite
a revolution of conscience in his native Poland that would ultimately lead to the collapse of European
communism and death of the Soviet Union. What even fewer people knew was that the KGB, the
Polish Secret Police, and the East German Stasi had been waging a dangerous, decades-long war
against Wojty®a and the Vatican itself. Weigel, with unprecedented access to many Soviet-era
documents, chronicles John Paul’s struggle against the dark forces of communism. Moreover, Weigel
recounts the tumultuous last years of John Paul’s life as he dealt with a crippling illness as well as
the “new world disorder” and revelations about corruption within the Catholic Church. Weigel's
thought-provoking biography of John Paul II concludes with a probing and passionate assessment of
a man who lived his life as a witness to hope in service to the Christian ideals he embraced.

in which society did tolerance and pluralism originate: Public Administration and
Epistemology Arthur Sementelli, 2020-12-28 Knowledge does not happen in a vacuum, yet scholars
and other professionals tend to engage in management scholarship focused on their specific niche
often without knowing if or how their work might relate to other research streams. Further
exacerbating things, people within specific disciplines, including management, tend not to
communicate regularly outside of their relatively homogeneous audiences. If we were able to bridge
communication among these groups, scholars, and practitioners, we might be able to better
understand one another in a way that is contextually informed by each other’s experiences.
Sementelli argues that understanding concepts of power, agency, and experience can provide such
tools to orient management theories and practices relative to one another. Using critical
management thought to frame a discussion of ontology and how knowledge emerges from it enables
the development of an orienting sandbox that works both practically and intellectually. Such a
sandbox enables us not just to communicate one’s organizational priorities but also reveal some
underlying reasons for those priorities and areas of inquiry. This monograph focuses on public
administration in particular as a special case of critical management research. This book also
examines the complexity of experiences (of being) using Karl Jaspers as a basis. The sandbox that
emerges can be used as a way to organize and orient management thought, especially in the public
sector. It contributes both to administrative thought and applied inquiry into philosophy and will be



of interest to researchers, academics, and students in the fields of critical management studies,
organizational studies, and public administration.

in which society did tolerance and pluralism originate: Judicial Power in a Globalized
World Paulo Pinto de Albuquerque, Krzysztof Wojtyczek, 2019-08-21 This book explores
fundamental topics concerning the functioning of the judiciary. The authors - class scholars,
international judges and jurists from a diverse range of countries - address general theoretical
issues in connection with judicial power, the role and functioning of international courts,
international standards concerning the organization of national judiciaries, and the role of domestic
courts in international relations, as well as alternative means of settling disputes. The book
contributes a novel and valuable global perspective on burning issues, especially on judicial power
and independence in a time in which illiberal and authoritarian regimes are constantly seeking to
diminish the role of the judiciary.
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