indian history of fashion

indian history of fashion traces a vibrant and diverse legacy that spans
thousands of years, reflecting the cultural, social, and economic evolution
of the Indian subcontinent. This history is marked by distinctive textiles,
intricate designs, and traditional garments that have influenced global
fashion trends. From the ancient draped clothing styles to the elaborate
Mughal attire and the fusion of Western and Indian elements in contemporary
fashion, the journey is both fascinating and rich. Understanding the indian
history of fashion offers insight into the craftsmanship, symbolism, and
significance of clothing in India. This article explores key historical
periods, traditional textiles and garments, regional variations, and the
impact of modern fashion movements. It also examines how Indian fashion has
preserved its heritage while adapting to contemporary global influences. The
sections below provide a detailed overview of this remarkable cultural
phenomenon.

e Ancient and Classical Periods

Mughal Era and Its Influence

Traditional Textiles and Garments

e Regional Variations in Indian Fashion

Modern Indian Fashion and Global Impact

Ancient and Classical Periods

The indian history of fashion during ancient and classical periods reflects
simplicity combined with elegance, where clothing was primarily draped rather
than stitched. Early references from the Indus Valley Civilization (circa
3300-1300 BCE) show evidence of cotton cultivation and weaving, laying the
foundation for India’s textile industry. Clothing during the Vedic period
consisted mainly of unstitched garments such as the dhoti for men and the
sari for women, often made from cotton and wool.

Indus Valley Civilization and Early Textiles

The Indus Valley Civilization was one of the earliest to develop
sophisticated textile production. Archaeological findings include cotton
fibers and spindle whorls, indicating advanced spinning and weaving
techniques. Clothing was typically simple, functional, and suited to the hot
climate.

Vedic and Epic Period Clothing



During the Vedic period, clothing was closely tied to social and religious
practices. The dhoti, uttariya (upper cloth), and sari became prevalent.
Textiles were often dyed with natural colors, and ornamentation included
jewelry and elaborate hairstyles. These garments embodied cultural identity
and status.

Gupta Period and Classical Elegance

The Gupta period (circa 320-550 CE) is often regarded as a golden age for
Indian art and culture, reflected in fashion as well. The use of silk became
popular, and clothing styles became more elaborate with embroidered borders
and rich colors. Sculptures and paintings from this era depict women in
finely draped saris and men in decorated dhotis, highlighting the
sophistication of Indian attire.

Mughal Era and Its Influence

The Mughal period (l16th to 19th century) introduced a new dimension to the
indian history of fashion through the fusion of Persian aesthetics with
Indian traditions. This era is renowned for luxurious fabrics, intricate
embroidery, and the development of tailored clothing, which contrasted with
the earlier prevalence of draped garments.

Introduction of Tailored Clothing

Mughal rulers popularized stitched garments such as the jama (a long coat),
churidar (tight-fitting trousers), and angarkha (a type of upper garment).
These were often made from fine muslin, silk, and brocade, reflecting the
opulence of the court. The tailored fit was a significant departure from the
loose, draped styles of earlier periods.

Luxurious Fabrics and Embroidery

During the Mughal era, textile art flourished with the use of zari (gold and
silver thread) embroidery, intricate beadwork, and rich brocades. The
craftsmen produced exquisite textiles such as jamawar and chikankari, which
remain popular in traditional Indian fashion today.

Influence on Jewelry and Accessories

Fashion in the Mughal period extended beyond clothing to elaborate jewelry
and accessories. The use of precious gems, pearls, and intricate metalwork
complemented the garments, creating a complete aesthetic that symbolized
wealth and power.



Traditional Textiles and Garments

The indian history of fashion is deeply intertwined with its textiles, many
of which are renowned worldwide for their quality, craftsmanship, and unique
techniques. Traditional garments vary widely across regions but often share
common traits of intricate design and cultural symbolism.

Famous Indian Textiles

India has produced some of the most famous textiles in the world, including:

e Banarasi Silk: Known for its gold and silver brocade work, originating
from Varanasi.

e Kanjeevaram Silk: A rich silk from Tamil Nadu, marked by vibrant colors
and heavy =zari.

e Chikankari: Delicate hand embroidery from Lucknow.
e Bandhani: Tie-dye textile traditionally from Gujarat and Rajasthan.

e Pashmina: Fine wool from Kashmir used to make luxurious shawls.

Iconic Traditional Garments

Several garments are emblematic of Indian heritage and remain widely worn:

e Sari: A long unstitched cloth draped elegantly around the body, worn
primarily by women.

e Dhoti: A traditional male garment, a rectangular piece of cloth wrapped
around the waist and legs.

e Salwar Kameez: A combination of trousers and a tunic, popular across
North India and Pakistan.

e Lehenga Choli: A skirt and blouse ensemble, often worn during festivals
and weddings.

e Kurta Pajama: A loose shirt paired with trousers, common in men’s
everyday and formal wear.

Regional Variations in Indian Fashion

India’s vast cultural diversity is reflected in the regional variations of



fashion throughout its history. Each region developed its own distinctive
textiles, colors, and styles based on climate, traditions, and local
resources.

North Indian Fashion

In North India, heavier fabrics and layered clothing are common due to cooler
climates. The use of embroidery techniques like zardozi and gota patti is
prevalent. Traditional attire includes the salwar kameez for women and
sherwanis for men, often worn during special occasions.

South Indian Fashion

South Indian fashion is noted for its simplicity and elegance, with cotton
and silk saris being the staple. The Kanjeevaram silk sari is a hallmark of
this region, known for its durability and vibrant designs. Men traditionally
wear veshti or dhoti, often in white or cream colors.

East Indian Fashion

The eastern states are famous for handwoven textiles such as Assam silk and
Bengal’s tant sari. The traditional dress in this region often includes the
sari with unique draping styles and the dhoti for men. The use of red and

white in saris is culturally significant, especially in Bengali traditions.

West Indian Fashion

Western India, including Gujarat and Rajasthan, is renowned for colorful
textiles and mirror work. Bandhani tie-dye and embroidered garments are
popular. Women often wear ghagra choli with heavy jewelry, reflecting the
vibrant folk culture of the region.

Modern Indian Fashion and Global Impact

Contemporary Indian fashion blends traditional elements with global trends,
creating a dynamic and evolving style landscape. Indian designers have gained
international acclaim by incorporating indigenous techniques and motifs into
modern silhouettes.

Fusion of Traditional and Contemporary Styles

Modern Indian fashion often fuses western cuts with traditional fabrics, such
as pairing kurtas with jeans or incorporating zari embroidery into evening
gowns. This blend appeals to younger generations seeking to honor their



heritage while embracing global fashion.

Prominent Indian Fashion Designers

Several Indian designers have played key roles in popularizing Indian fashion
globally. Their work often emphasizes craftsmanship, sustainability, and
cultural storytelling.

1. Ritu Kumar - Known for reviving traditional textile crafts.

2. Manish Malhotra - Famous for glamorous, Bollywood-inspired couture.

3. Sabyasachi Mukherjee - Celebrated for intricate embroidery and vintage
aesthetics.

4. Tarun Tahiliani - Combines Indian textiles with western tailoring.

Indian Fashion on the Global Stage

Indian fashion has influenced global trends through the popularity of styles
such as the sari and ethnic prints. Bollywood cinema has also played a
significant role in showcasing Indian attire worldwide. International fashion
weeks and collaborations continue to elevate the visibility of Indian
designers and traditional crafts.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the origins of traditional Indian fashion?

Traditional Indian fashion has its origins in ancient times, influenced by
the diverse cultures and climates across the Indian subcontinent. Early
garments were made from cotton and silk, with styles evolving through the
Vedic period, incorporating draped garments like the dhoti and sari.

How did the Mughal Empire influence Indian fashion?

The Mughal Empire introduced luxurious fabrics, intricate embroidery, and
rich embellishments to Indian fashion. Their influence led to the popularity
of garments like the sherwani, anarkali suits, and the use of brocade, zari
work, and fine jewelry, blending Persian aesthetics with Indian traditions.

What role did textiles play in the history of Indian
fashion?
Textiles have been central to Indian fashion history, with India known for

producing exquisite fabrics like silk, cotton, muslin, and khadi. Techniques
such as block printing, tie-dye (bandhani), and embroidery (zardozi,



chikankari) have been passed down for centuries, making Indian textiles
highly valued worldwide.

How did British colonial rule impact Indian fashion?

British colonial rule introduced Western styles and fabrics to India,
influencing Indian clothing with tailored garments and formal wear. However,
many Indians also used fashion as a form of resistance, promoting traditional
Indian textiles like khadi during the independence movement led by Mahatma
Gandhi.

What is the significance of the sari in Indian
fashion history?

The sari is one of the oldest and most enduring garments in Indian fashion
history, symbolizing cultural identity and femininity. Its versatility,
regional variations, and the ability to be draped in multiple styles
highlight its importance across different communities in India.

How have Indian fashion designers contributed to
modern fashion globally?

Indian fashion designers like Sabyasachi Mukherjee, Manish Malhotra, and
Anita Dongre have blended traditional Indian craftsmanship with contemporary
designs, gaining international recognition. They have showcased Indian
textiles, embroidery, and silhouettes on global runways, influencing world
fashion trends.

What traditional Indian fashion elements are commonly
seen in contemporary clothing?

Contemporary clothing often incorporates traditional elements like embroidery
(zardozi, mirror work), block prints, handwoven fabrics, and draping styles.
Fusion wear combining Western cuts with Indian textiles and motifs has become
popular, reflecting a blend of heritage and modernity.

How did regional diversity shape Indian fashion
history?

India's vast regional diversity resulted in a wide variety of traditional
garments, textiles, and styles. For example, Punjab is known for phulkari
embroidery, Gujarat for bandhani tie-dye, Rajasthan for vibrant prints, and
Bengal for muslin and kantha embroidery, each contributing uniquely to Indian
fashion history.

What was the impact of Bollywood on Indian fashion
history?

Bollywood has played a significant role in popularizing Indian fashion,
setting trends through costumes worn by actors in films. Iconic looks from
movies influence mainstream fashion, promote traditional attire, and have
helped bring Indian fashion to a global audience.



Additional Resources

1. Threads of Tradition: A History of Indian Fashion

This book explores the rich and diverse history of Indian fashion, tracing
the evolution of textiles, clothing styles, and adornments from ancient times
to the modern era. It highlights the cultural and regional influences that
have shaped Indian attire, including royal courts, trade routes, and colonial
impacts. The detailed illustrations and historical accounts provide a
comprehensive understanding of India's sartorial heritage.

2. Silk and Spice: The Story of Indian Textiles

Focusing on the development of India's textile industry, this book delves
into the origins of silk, cotton, and other fabrics that have defined Indian
fashion. It discusses traditional weaving techniques, dyeing methods, and the
significance of textile production in Indian society and economy. The
narrative also covers how Indian textiles influenced global fashion through
trade and cultural exchange.

3. Costumes and Jewels of Indian Royalty

An insightful look at the opulent clothing and jewelry worn by Indian royalty
throughout history, this book showcases the craftsmanship and artistry behind
regal fashion. It details the various garments, accessories, and styles
favored by different dynasties and regions, emphasizing their symbolic
meanings. Richly illustrated, the book provides a glimpse into the luxurious
world of India's royal courts.

4. Fashioning India: From Mughal Courts to Modern Runways

This book traces the transformation of Indian fashion from the Mughal era's
intricate garments to contemporary designs seen on global runways. It
highlights key historical moments and figures that influenced fashion trends,
including colonialism, independence, and globalization. The author also
examines how traditional motifs and techniques are being reinvented by modern
Indian designers.

5. Handloom Heritage: The Artisans of Indian Fashion

Celebrating the artisans behind India's handloom industry, this book
documents the skills, traditions, and stories of weavers and craftspersons.
It provides an in-depth look at various regional handloom styles, such as
Banarasi, Kanjeevaram, and Chikankari, and their cultural significance. The
book also discusses challenges faced by artisans in the contemporary fashion
landscape.

6. Jewels of the Raj: Colonial Influence on Indian Fashion

Examining the impact of British colonial rule on Indian clothing and
accessories, this book explores how Western styles merged with traditional
Indian fashion. It discusses the introduction of new fabrics, tailoring
techniques, and hybrid styles that emerged during the Raj period. The book
also considers the social and political implications of fashion in colonial
India.

7. Saris and Stories: The Cultural Fabric of Indian Dress

This book offers a narrative-driven exploration of the sari as a
quintessential element of Indian fashion, highlighting its regional
variations and cultural stories. It delves into the symbolism, rituals, and
craftsmanship associated with sari-making and wearing. Personal anecdotes and
historical insights enrich the reader’s appreciation of this timeless
garment.

8. The Evolution of Men's Fashion in India



Focusing on the often-overlooked history of men's clothing in India, this
book charts the changes in male attire from ancient times through the
medieval and colonial periods to the present day. It covers traditional
garments such as dhotis, sherwanis, and turbans, as well as the influence of
Western fashion. The book provides a balanced view of how men's fashion
reflects broader social and cultural shifts.

9. Embroidered Elegance: Indian Fashion's Decorative Arts

This book highlights the intricate embroidery techniques that have adorned
Indian clothing for centuries, such as zardozi, chikankari, and mirror work.
It explains the regional origins and cultural meanings behind various
embroidery styles and their role in fashion history. Through vivid
photographs and expert commentary, the book showcases the enduring beauty and
craftsmanship of Indian embroidery.
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indian history of fashion: Style of India Geeta Khanna, 2025-08-06 A stunning visual view of
the evolution of style in India, this spectacular volume traverses an incredible breadth of history,
offering a panoramic view of the defining moments - the cultural factors, historical compulsions and
mystical concepts - that have intersected over time and propelled the evolution of style in the
country over millennia. Bringing together over 100 stunning visuals from archival material and
gorgeous recreations of drapes and accessories over centuries, accompanied by perceptive essays,
this unique book weaves a compelling chronicle from pre-history and the Harappan civilization to
the era of Hindi cinema and contemporary Indian fashion to throw a spotlight on the unique story of
Indian style. An unforgettable pictorial journey through the history of style in India, this work is a
must-have for style connoisseurs, aspiring designers and students of fashion design for years to
come.

indian history of fashion: Indian Fashion Arti Sandhu, 2014-12-18 Fashion in India is
distinctly unique, in its aesthetics, systems, designers and influences. Indian Fashion is the first
study of its kind to examine the social, political, global and local elements that give shape to this
multifaceted center. Spanning India's long historical contribution to global fashion to the emergence
of today's vibrant local fashion scene, Sandhu provides a comprehensive overview of the Indian
fashion world. From elite high-end to street style of the masses, the book explores the complex
realities of Indian dress through key issues such as identity, class, youth and media. This
ground-breaking book does not simply apply western fashion theory to an Indian context, but allows
for a holistic understanding of how fashion is created, worn, displayed and viewed in India.
Accessibly written, Indian Fashion will be a fantastic resource for students of fashion, cultural
studies and anthropology.

indian history of fashion: Locating Pleasure in Indian History , 2021-07-30 Locating Pleasure
in Indian History is one of the first works on the subject of the 'discourse of pleasure' in Indian
history and culture. A rigorous, source-based work, it examines the cultural practices and the
underlying philosophic matrix of pleasures, big or small. It recovers the production and consumption
of beauty, desire and gratification in the world of pleasure, pleasurable pursuits and pleasant
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experiences of viewing, performing, thinking, debating, cooking, eating, listening, writing, creating
and procreating. The contributions retrieve the discourse of pleasure in visual and literary
cultures-in elite and popular spheres, including the public and private domains of the bazaar, the
temple, the household, the court and the garden. Further, it is examined in the urbane art of
Mathura, Ravana's palace in the art of 7th CE western Deccan, the suratkhana of Rajput royalty or
domestic pleasures of women in the labyrinths of the Puranas. With over 40 photographs, it
historicises ideological and experiential conundrums thrown up by the idea of pursuing alimentary,
carnal and even pious desires in visual and literary cultures. The reflexivity inherent in the work of
artists, poets, dramatists and even shastrins is brought out through moments of pleasure and
counter-pleasure as revealed through anecdotes, narratives, artefacts and objects of aesthetic
gratification.

indian history of fashion: Luxury Indian Fashion Tereza Kuldova, 2016-03-24 This unique
ethnographic investigation examines the role that fashion plays in the production of the
contemporary Indian luxury aesthetic. Tracking luxury Indian fashion from its production in village
craft workshops via upmarket design studios to fashion soirées, Kuldova investigates the Indian
luxury fashion market's dependence on the production of thousands of artisans all over India,
revealing a complex system of hierarchies and exploitation. In recent years, contemporary Indian
design has dismissed the influence of the West and has focused on the opulent heritage luxury of the
maharajas, Gulf monarchies and the Mughal Empire. Luxury Indian Fashion argues that the desire
for a luxury aesthetic has become a significant force in the attempt to define contemporary Indian
society. From the cultivation of erotic capital in businesswomen's dress to a discussion of
masculinity and muscular neo-royals to staged designer funerals, Luxury Indian Fashion analyzes
the production, consumption and aesthetics of luxury and power in India. Luxury Indian Fashion is
essential reading for students of fashion history and theory, anthropology and visual culture.

indian history of fashion: The Routledge Companion to Fashion Studies Eugenia Paulicelli,
Veronica Manlow, Elizabeth Wissinger, 2021-09-19 This collection of original essays interrogates
disciplinary boundaries in fashion, gathering fashion studies research across disciplines and from
around the globe. Fashion and clothing are part of material and visual culture, cultural memory, and
heritage; they contribute to shaping the way people see themselves, interact, and consume. For each
of the volume’s eight parts, scholars from across the world and a variety of disciplines offer
analytical tools for further research. Never neglecting the interconnectedness of disciplines and
domains, these original contributions survey specific topics and critically discuss the leading views
in their areas. They include discursive and reflective pieces, as well as discussions of original
empirical work, and contributors include established leaders in the field, rising stars, and new
voices, including practioner and industry voices. This is a comprehensive overview of the field, ideal
not only for undergraduate and postgraduate fashion studies students, but also for researchers and
students in communication studies, the humanities, gender and critical race studies, social sciences,
and fashion design and business.

indian history of fashion: Global Design History Glenn Adamson, Giorgio Riello, Sarah
Teasley, 2011-03-15 This book gathers together a number of leading design historians whose
research points the way forward, aiming to address and promote changes to design history.

indian history of fashion: Indian Sari Vaibbhavi Pruthviraj Ranavaade, 2023-08-18 The sari
has remained an essential part of culture, tradition and fashion in South Asia and India through
many centuries. This book examines the variety of meanings which it carries as a symbol of Indian
femininity and tradition as well as a means of creative fashion expression for modern India. It
discusses the semiotic interpretations of the sari today by understanding its significance for
traditional weavers, designers and people who wear saris at home, work or for religious or cultural
occasions. Through surveys, interactions and interviews, the author explores the shared experience
of wearing saris in different social and cultural settings across economic groups in farms and
boardrooms as well as a means of creative expression for young Indians. It also looks at the
processes involved in making traditional saris today, draping and weaving styles, buying behaviour,



saris in pop-culture, pride parades and Bollywood and interpretations of what the sari signifies in
different socio-economic circles in India. This book will be of interest to students of fashion, design,
fashion business, history and cultural studies. It will also be useful for professionals working in the
fashion industry and designers.

indian history of fashion: In American Fashion Natalie Nudell, 2024-08-22 In American
Fashion is the first scholarly analysis of the Fashion Calendar, the unique scheduling service and
trade publication for the American fashion and creative industries between 1941 and 2014.
Published by Ruth Finley for almost seven decades, the Calendar had an extensive impact on the
development of the American fashion industry in the 20th century. Unlike European fashion capitals,
the American fashion industry relied on an independent small publisher to manage the schedule of
an ever-growing industry. In American Fashion shows how this independent position influenced the
democratic approach reflected in the industry in the United States. Finley's unique contribution to
the development of the time-system and culture of American fashion made her a key player during
the ascendency of American fashion design. Natalie Nudell unveils the Fashion Calendar as a
historical archive, and also looks at its development into an open-source digital humanities project
(to be released in November 2023). Through historical analysis and the upcoming digitization of the
Ruth Finley Collection, this study unpacks the history and impact of the publication and the women
behind it.

indian history of fashion: Trending Now: New Developments in Fashion Studies Laura
Petican, Mariam Esseghaier, Angela Nurse, Damayanthie Eluwawalage, 2019-05-15 This volume was
first published by Inter-Disciplinary Press in 2013. This volume includes a selection of papers
presented at the Fourth Inter-Discplinary.net conference, Fashion: Exploring Critical Issues, held at
Oxford University’s Mansfield College in September 2012. The chapters offer a wide range of
disciplinary perspectives to the field of fashion studies. They include analyses of collective and
individual identity, global and local expressions, nationalism, modes of self-presentation,
sustainability and ethical fashion, developments in the luxury markets, and various theoretical and
conceptual considerations. Its authors seek to challenge and contribute to commonly held
understandings in fashion related to power dynamics in the fashion industry, representations of
gender and class, fashion’s historiography, art and fashion, socio-political considerations, fashion as
material culture, and fashion across media, from literature, to music and dance. The goal of this
collection is to advance knowledge in the field of fashion studies and to expand upon current
socio-cultural understandings of what constitutes the ‘fashion world.’

indian history of fashion: The India Office List , 1843

indian history of fashion: Clothing and Fashion José Blanco F., Patricia Kay Hunt-Hurst,
Heather Vaughan Lee, Mary Doering, 2015-11-23 This unique four-volume encyclopedia examines
the historical significance of fashion trends, revealing the social and cultural connections of clothing
from the precolonial times to the present day. This sweeping overview of fashion and apparel covers
several centuries of American history as seen through the lens of the clothes we wear—from the
Native American moccasin to Manolo Blahnik's contribution to stiletto heels. Through four detailed
volumes, this work delves into what people wore in various periods in our country's past and
why—from hand-crafted family garments in the 1600s, to the rough clothing of slaves, to the
sophisticated textile designs of the 21st century. More than 100 fashion experts and clothing
historians pay tribute to the most notable garments, accessories, and people comprising design and
fashion. The four volumes contain more than 800 alphabetical entries, with each volume
representing a different era. Content includes fascinating information such as that beginning in
1619 through 1654, every man in Virginia was required to plant a number of mulberry trees to
support the silk industry in England; what is known about the clothing of enslaved African
Americans; and that there were regulations placed on clothing design during World War II. The set
also includes color inserts that better communicate the visual impact of clothing and fashion across
eras.

indian history of fashion: Gazetteer of the Countries Adjacent to India on the North-West



Edward Thornton (of the East India House.), 1844

indian history of fashion: A History of Global Consumption Ina Baghdiantz McCabe,
2014-08-27 In A History of Global Consumption: 1500 - 1800, Ina Baghdiantz McCabe examines the
history of consumption throughout the early modern period using a combination of chronological
and thematic discussion, taking a comprehensive and wide-reaching view of a subject that has long
been on the historical agenda. The title explores the topic from the rise of the collector in
Renaissance Europe to the birth of consumption as a political tool in the eighteenth century.
Beginning with an overview of the history of consumption and the major theorists, such as Bourdieu,
Elias and Barthes, who have shaped its development as a field, Baghdiantz McCabe approaches the
subject through a clear chronological framework. Supplemented by illlustrations in every chapter
and ranging in scope from an analysis of the success of American commodities such as tobacco,
sugar and chocolate in Europe and Asia to a discussion of the Dutch tulip mania, A History of Global
Consumption: 1500 - 1800 is the perfect guide for all students interested in the social, cultural and
economic history of the early modern period.

indian history of fashion: Insights on Fashion Journalism Rosie Findlay, Johannes Reponen,
2022-07-18 This collection surveys the key debates and issues that currently face fashion journalism,
going beyond traditional print media to consider its multiple contexts and iterations in an
ever-evolving post-digital media environment. Bringing together a diverse range of contributors,
Insights on Fashion Journalism explores the characteristics, complexities, shifts and specificities of
the field. The book is organized into three sections, mapping fashion journalism’s established and
emerging practices and exploring its parameters from mainstream to marginal. Section One focuses
on the complex relationships between those who practice fashion journalism, the fashion industry
and the media context in which they operate; Section Two considers the ways in which fashion
journalism responds to the socio-political and cultural contexts in which it is created, as well as the
impact these contexts have on tone, content and style; and Section Three investigates how language
is employed in different media. Approaching fashion journalism through a critically diverse lens, this
collection is an asset for academics and students in the fields of fashion studies, journalism,
communication, cultural studies and digital media.

indian history of fashion: Fashion Forecasting In India Dr. Satyaki Roy, Dr. Divya Hiran, Dr.
Dilendra Hiran, 2019-08-13 Fashion forecasters combine the views emerging about color and fabric
from the early yarn and fabric trade shows with their socio-economic and cultural analysis. Major
trends in lifestyles, attitude and culture in particular music, sport, cinema and television are used to
predict changing consumer demands. Fashion forecasting involves the following activities such as
studying market conditions, noting the life style of the people, researching sales statistics,
evaluating popular designer collections, surveying fashion publications, observing street fashions
etc.

indian history of fashion: Clothing Gandhi's Nation Lisa N. Trivedi, 2007-06-14 In Clothing
Gandhi's Nation, Lisa Trivedi explores the making of one of modern India's most enduring political
symbols, khadi: a homespun, home-woven cloth. The image of Mohandas K. Gandhi clothed simply in
a loincloth and plying a spinning wheel is familiar around the world, as is the sight of Gandhi,
Jawaharlal Nehru, and other political leaders dressed in Gandhi caps and khadi shirts. Less widely
understood is how these images associate the wearers with the swadeshi movement -- which
advocated the exclusive consumption of indigenous goods to establish India's autonomy from Great
Britain -- or how khadi was used to create a visual expression of national identity after
Independence. Trivedi brings together social history and the study of visual culture to account for
khadi as both symbol and commodity. Written in a clear narrative style, the book provides a cultural
history of important and distinctive aspects of modern Indian history.

indian history of fashion: Fashion and Orientalism Adam Geczy, 2013-02-28 Explores the
extent of the influence that the Orient had, and continues to have, on fashion.

indian history of fashion: General Knowledge Compendium for IAS Prelims General
Studies Paper 1 & State PSC Exams 2nd Edition Disha Experts, 2020-02-04



indian history of fashion: Wild Frenchmen and Frenchified Indians Sophie White, 2013-01-14
Based on a sweeping range of archival, visual, and material evidence, Wild Frenchmen and
Frenchified Indians examines perceptions of Indians in French colonial Louisiana and demonstrates
that material culture—especially dress—was central to the elaboration of discourses about race. At
the heart of France's seventeenth-century plans for colonizing New France was a formal
policy—Frenchification. Intended to turn Indians into Catholic subjects of the king, it also carried
with it the belief that Indians could become French through religion, language, and culture. This
fluid and mutable conception of identity carried a risk: while Indians had the potential to become
French, the French could themselves be transformed into Indians. French officials had effectively
admitted defeat of their policy by the time Louisiana became a province of New France in 1682. But
it was here, in Upper Louisiana, that proponents of French-Indian intermarriage finally claimed
some success with Frenchification. For supporters, proof of the policy's success lay in the
appearance and material possessions of Indian wives and daughters of Frenchmen. Through a
sophisticated interdisciplinary approach to the material sources, Wild Frenchmen and Frenchified
Indians offers a distinctive and original reading of the contours and chronology of racialization in
early America. While focused on Louisiana, the methodological model offered in this innovative book
shows that dress can take center stage in the investigation of colonial societies—for the process of
colonization was built on encounters mediated by appearance.

indian history of fashion: Cotton Giorgio Riello, 2013-04-11 A fascinating account of how
cotton industrialised Europe and transformed the early modern global economy.
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