
incarcerated childhood and the
politics of unchilding
incarcerated childhood and the politics of unchilding represent a critical
area of study that intersects issues of juvenile justice, social policy, and
human rights. This concept explores how children, when subjected to
incarceration, experience a forced detachment from their childhood, often
through systemic and political structures that prioritize punishment over
rehabilitation. The politics of unchilding examines the ways in which society
strips away the protections and innocence traditionally afforded to children,
effectively "unchilding" them by treating them as adults within legal and
penal frameworks. Understanding this phenomenon requires an analysis of the
historical context, contemporary legal practices, and the social implications
for incarcerated youth. This article delves into the multifaceted dimensions
of incarcerated childhood and the politics of unchilding, highlighting the
consequences for affected children and the broader societal challenges. The
following sections provide an in-depth exploration of these themes, including
the definition and scope, systemic factors, psychological and social impacts,
and potential pathways for reform.
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Defining Incarcerated Childhood and the
Politics of Unchilding
The term incarcerated childhood refers to the experiences of children and
adolescents who are confined within juvenile detention centers, prisons, or
other correctional facilities. This state of incarceration inherently
disrupts the natural progression of childhood development and socialization.
The politics of unchilding is a theoretical framework that critiques the
processes through which institutions and policies deny children their status
as children, treating them instead as adults or criminals. This political
dimension underscores the deliberate or unconscious decisions that lead to
the erosion of childhood protections within legal and social systems.

Incarcerated childhood and the politics of unchilding are intertwined, as the



act of imprisoning children often involves legal and societal mechanisms that
diminish the recognition of their developmental needs. This framework
challenges the conventional boundaries of childhood and calls for a
reassessment of how societies view and treat young offenders.

Historical and Legal Context
The historical approach to juvenile justice has evolved significantly over
time, yet traces of punitive attitudes towards young offenders persist.
Traditionally, childhood was idealized as a protected phase, warranting
special legal considerations. However, from the late 19th century onward, the
rise of juvenile courts aimed to balance rehabilitation with accountability,
though often inconsistently applied.

Contemporary legal systems in many countries still struggle with the tension
between punishment and care when addressing juvenile offenders. Policies such
as adultification—where children, particularly from marginalized communities,
are treated as adults—exemplify the politics of unchilding in practice. Laws
permitting the transfer of juveniles to adult courts and the use of solitary
confinement further reflect these challenges.

Key Legal Milestones
Several landmark legal decisions and statutes have shaped the treatment of
incarcerated youth. These include the establishment of juvenile courts,
Supreme Court rulings on the constitutionality of sentencing minors to life
without parole, and international conventions advocating for children's
rights. Despite progress, the inconsistencies in applying these legal
protections highlight ongoing issues related to unchilding.

Systemic Factors Contributing to Unchilding
Multiple systemic factors contribute to the phenomenon of unchilding within
incarcerated childhood. These factors operate at institutional, societal, and
policy levels, often disproportionately affecting children from marginalized
backgrounds.

Racial and Socioeconomic Disparities
Race and socioeconomic status significantly influence the rates and
conditions of juvenile incarceration. Children of color and those from low-
income families frequently face harsher sentencing and reduced access to
rehabilitative services, reinforcing the politics of unchilding through
systemic bias and inequality.



Institutional Practices and Policies
Correctional institutions often adopt practices that further strip
incarcerated youth of their childhood status. These include restrictive
confinement, limited educational opportunities, and exposure to adult prison
environments. Such policies undermine developmental needs and exacerbate
trauma.

Criminalization of Youth Behavior
The broad criminalization of behaviors typical of adolescence, such as
truancy or minor offenses, contributes to an increased likelihood of
incarceration. This trend reflects a societal inclination toward punitive
responses rather than supportive interventions, catalyzing the unchilding
process.

Disproportionate policing of youth in marginalized communities

Zero-tolerance school discipline policies leading to juvenile detention

Lack of access to mental health and social services

Psychological and Social Impacts on
Incarcerated Youth
The experience of incarceration during childhood has profound psychological
and social consequences. The politics of unchilding exacerbates these effects
by denying youths the nurturing environment necessary for healthy
development.

Emotional and Cognitive Development
Incarcerated youth often face emotional distress, including anxiety,
depression, and post-traumatic stress disorder. The deprivation of normal
childhood experiences impairs cognitive development, social skills, and
emotional regulation, with long-term repercussions.

Stigmatization and Social Exclusion
Children who have been incarcerated frequently endure stigmatization and
social exclusion, limiting their opportunities for education, employment, and
community integration. This exclusion perpetuates cycles of disadvantage and



recidivism.

Family and Community Disruption
Incarceration disrupts familial bonds and community connections, which are
crucial for healthy child development. The absence of supportive
relationships during incarceration impedes rehabilitation and reintegration
into society.

Reform Efforts and Policy Recommendations
Addressing the challenges posed by incarcerated childhood and the politics of
unchilding requires comprehensive reform efforts that prioritize the rights
and needs of youth. Various advocacy groups, policymakers, and international
bodies have proposed measures aimed at transforming juvenile justice systems.

Restorative Justice Approaches
Restorative justice models emphasize repairing harm through reconciliation
and community involvement rather than punishment. These approaches seek to
maintain the dignity and developmental trajectory of children while
addressing the root causes of offending behavior.

Legal Protections and Age-Appropriate Policies
Strengthening legal frameworks to prevent the transfer of juveniles to adult
courts, abolishing harsh sentencing practices, and ensuring age-appropriate
confinement conditions are essential steps in combatting unchilding.

Investment in Support Services
Providing access to mental health care, education, family support, and
community programs can mitigate the adverse effects of incarceration on
children. Early intervention and preventive measures reduce reliance on
punitive systems.

Implement trauma-informed care within juvenile facilities1.

Increase funding for diversion programs and alternatives to detention2.

Promote training for law enforcement and judicial personnel on child3.
development



Frequently Asked Questions

What does the term 'unchilding' refer to in the
context of incarcerated childhood?
Incarcerated childhood and the politics of unchilding refer to the process by
which children who are incarcerated or involved in the juvenile justice
system are stripped of their childhood rights, protections, and identities,
effectively treated as adults or criminals rather than children deserving
care and rehabilitation.

How does incarceration impact the developmental
needs of children?
Incarceration disrupts children's emotional, social, and cognitive
development by exposing them to harsh environments, limiting access to
education and supportive relationships, and subjecting them to trauma and
stigmatization, which can hinder their growth and well-being.

What political factors contribute to the phenomenon
of unchilding incarcerated youth?
Political factors include punitive policies, mandatory sentencing laws, the
adultification of minority youth, and a focus on punishment over
rehabilitation, which collectively contribute to treating children as
criminals rather than vulnerable individuals in need of support.

Why is it important to address the politics of
unchilding in juvenile justice reform?
Addressing the politics of unchilding is vital to ensure that juvenile
justice systems prioritize rehabilitation, uphold children's rights, reduce
recidivism, and promote healthier developmental outcomes by recognizing the
unique needs and vulnerabilities of incarcerated children.

What are some alternatives to incarceration that
respect the childhood of youth in conflict with the
law?
Alternatives include community-based programs, restorative justice practices,
family interventions, educational and therapeutic services, and diversion
programs that focus on rehabilitation and support rather than punishment,
thereby preserving children's rights and promoting positive development.



Additional Resources
1. Unchilding Childhood: The Politics of Incarceration
This book explores how the criminal justice system systematically strips
children of their childhood through incarceration. It examines the socio-
political frameworks that enable harsh punishments for youth, effectively
"unchilding" them. Through case studies and policy analysis, the author
argues for a reevaluation of how society perceives and treats incarcerated
children.

2. Behind Bars Before Adulthood: The Lost Lives of Incarcerated Youth
Focusing on the lived experiences of children in juvenile detention centers,
this book sheds light on the emotional and psychological toll of
incarceration at a young age. It critiques the political decisions that
prioritize punishment over rehabilitation and discusses alternatives to
juvenile incarceration that respect children’s rights and developmental
needs.

3. Childhood Criminalized: The Politics of Youth Incarceration
This work investigates the growing trend of criminalizing childhood behaviors
and the societal forces that drive this shift. It delves into how policies
contribute to the erosion of childhood innocence and autonomy, making a
compelling case for policy reform aimed at protecting vulnerable youth from
the penal system.

4. The Unchilding State: Juvenile Justice and the Erasure of Youth
Analyzing the juvenile justice system, this book argues that the state plays
an active role in "unchilding" young offenders by denying them age-
appropriate protections and development opportunities. It discusses the
historical and political contexts that have shaped punitive approaches to
juvenile crime and suggests pathways toward restorative justice.

5. Locked Away Innocence: Childhood Behind Prison Walls
This narrative-driven book shares personal stories of children who have grown
up inside the prison system, revealing the harsh realities of incarceration.
It highlights the intersection of race, class, and politics in the treatment
of incarcerated youth and advocates for systemic change to preserve childhood
dignity.

6. Unchilding and Resistance: Youth Advocacy in the Face of Incarceration
Highlighting voices of young activists and advocates, this book explores how
incarcerated youth and their allies resist the politics of unchilding. It
discusses grassroots movements, policy campaigns, and community efforts aimed
at decarcerating youth and restoring their rights to a full, protected
childhood.

7. The Politics of Unchilding: Childhood, Punishment, and Social Control
This academic text examines how political agendas shape the removal of
childhood protections in favor of punitive measures. It explores theoretical
frameworks of social control and punishment, linking them to the lived
realities of children caught in the criminal justice system, and proposes new



models for child-centered justice.

8. Innocence Under Siege: The Criminalization of Childhood in America
Focusing on the American context, this book traces the historical development
of policies that criminalize childhood behaviors and lead to increased youth
incarceration. It critiques the political rhetoric around "tough on crime"
approaches and discusses the long-term societal impacts of unchilding
children through the justice system.

9. Childhood Lost: The Social and Political Dimensions of Juvenile
Incarceration
This interdisciplinary work combines sociology, political science, and
psychology to analyze the consequences of juvenile incarceration on childhood
development. It addresses the structural inequalities that contribute to
youth incarceration and offers policy recommendations aimed at safeguarding
childhood and promoting rehabilitation rather than punishment.

Incarcerated Childhood And The Politics Of Unchilding
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what it might mean for discourses of childhood to finally “grow out” of childhood innocence? The
authors featured in this volume explore this question through critical approaches that actively refuse

https://staging.devenscommunity.com/archive-library-410/Book?ID=dCg83-1715&title=incarcerated-childhood-and-the-politics-of-unchilding.pdf
https://staging.devenscommunity.com/archive-library-809/files?dataid=MRl65-1757&title=women-in-business-uga.pdf
https://staging.devenscommunity.com/archive-library-809/files?dataid=MRl65-1757&title=women-in-business-uga.pdf


the limits of normative and normalizing conceptions of the child by surfacing and centering complex,
multiplicitous configurations of childhood. Together, these perspectives challenge existing
discourses and social practices to reveal how power operates in and through the child and its uses.
  incarcerated childhood and the politics of unchilding: Lived Resistance Against the War on
Palestinian Children Heidi Morrison, 2024-08 Despite the increasing volume of scholarship that
shows children as political actors, prior to this book, a cohesive framework was lacking that would
more fully examine and express children’s relationship with political power. Rather than simply
hitching children’s resistance to standard theories of resistance, Heidi Morrison seeks to meet
children on their own terms. Through the case study of Palestinian children, contributors theorize
children’s resistance as an embodied experience called lived resistance. A critical aspect of the study
of lived resistance is not just documenting what children do but specifically how scholars approach
the topic of children’s resistance. With Lived Resistance against the War on Palestinian Children, the
authors account for the vessel (i.e., the body in flesh and mind) through which such resistance
generates and operates. The diverse group of chapter authors examine Palestinian children’s art and
media, imprisonment, parenting experiences, bereavement, neoliberalism, refugee camps, and
protest movements as aspects of their collective and individual political power. Through these
outlets, the book shows consistencies and contends that these children’s relationship to political
power operates from an inclusive model of citizenship and is social justice oriented, symbolically
oriented, and contingently based.
  incarcerated childhood and the politics of unchilding: The Cunning of Gender Violence
Lila Abu-Lughod, Rema Hammami, Nadera Shalhoub-Kevorkian, 2023-06-30 The Cunning of Gender
Violence focuses on how a once visionary feminist project has folded itself into contemporary world
affairs. Combating violence against women and gender-based violence constitutes a highly visible
and powerful agenda enshrined in international governance and law and embedded in state violence
and global securitization. Case studies on Palestine, Bangladesh, Iran, India, Pakistan, Israel, and
Turkey as well as on UN and US policies trace the silences and omissions, along with the
experiences of those subjected to violence, to question the rhetoric that claims the agenda as a
“feminist success story.” Because religion and racialized ethnicity, particularly “the Muslim
question,” run so deeply through the institutional structures of the agenda, the contributions explore
ways it may be affirming or enabling rationales and systems of power, including civilizational
hierarchies, that harm the very people it seeks to protect. Contributors. Lila Abu-Lughod, Nina
Berman, Inderpal Grewal, Rema Hammami, Janet R. Jakobsen, Shenila Khoja-Moolji, Vasuki Nesiah,
Samira Shackle, Sima Shakhsari, Nadera Shalhoub-Kevorkian, Dina M Siddiqi, Shahla Talebi, Leti
Volpp, Rafia Zakaria
  incarcerated childhood and the politics of unchilding: Childhood in Turkey:
Educational, Sociological, and Psychological Perspectives Hilal H. Şen, Helaine Selin (Retired),
2022-08-16 This volume asks, what is it like to be a child in a country where 25% of the population is
under the age of 14? Handling this question through a multidisciplinary lens, the book provides a
rich and diverse analysis of different portrayals of childhood in Turkey. From children’s rights to
transformation of childhood, from refugee children to host country children living in armed conflict
areas, from cultural factors to gene-environment interaction, from parent-focused to child-focused
programs, readers will find in-depth and up-to-date information about children living in Turkey from
the perspectives of sociology, education, and psychology sciences.
  incarcerated childhood and the politics of unchilding: Bringing Children Back into the
Family Sam Frankel, Sally McNamee, 2020-09-25 Theorists in the UK have offered a new
perspective through which to understand the interrelationship of the individual within the structure
of the family. This volume's desire is to re-apply such thinking in the context of children’s lives in the
family.
  incarcerated childhood and the politics of unchilding: When Politics Are Sacralized
Nadim N. Rouhana, Nadera Shalhoub-Kevorkian, 2021-05-27 This book provides a comparative,
interdisciplinary analysis of the invocation and interaction of religious and national assertions in



sacralizing local and global politics.
  incarcerated childhood and the politics of unchilding: Jewish and Arab Childhood in
Israel Einat Baram Eshel, Wurud Jayusi, Ilana Paul-Binyamin, Eman Younis, 2021-08-06 This book is
a result of the growing public and academic interest in the variety of childhoods that take place side
by side in the multicultural state of Israel, despite its tiny geographical dimensions. In a collection of
groundbreaking articles, the book describes various features of Israeli childhoods – in the present
and recent past – in both Arab and Jewish societies. The first section of the book - 'Childhood and
Environment in Israel' - addresses the various spaces in which childhood practices occurred and still
occur in Israel – the intimate home environment, the educational environment, playgrounds, and
many others. The second section – 'Childhoods and Power Structures in Israeli Literature'
illuminates the perceptions and images of childhood, and describes the extensive and heterogenic
variety of childhood representations in Jewish and Arab literature. Scholars of culture, society,
education, and literature – Jews and Arabs – have joined forces to encourage in-depth thinking about
perceptions of childhood in the diverse Israeli society, the status of children in Arab and Jewish
societies, and the resources invested to nurture them from a global aspect (as individuals with
universal duties and rights) and/or a local point of view (as a national asset, as designers of the
nation's future, or, alternatively, as a burden, nuisance or threat).
  incarcerated childhood and the politics of unchilding: Palestine in a World on Fire
Katherine Natanel, Ilan Pappé, 2024-10-01 A collection of interviews with some of the world’s
leading progressive thinkers on the movement for Palestinian liberation and its connections to
struggles for justice across the globe. As more and more people align themselves with the
Palestinian people, Palestine in a World on Fire provides the global perspective and analysis needed
to inform how we forge ahead on this path of newfound solidarity. Editors Ilan Pappé and Katherine
Natanel have gathered a collection of interviews that are intimate, challenging, and rigorous—many
of them conducted before October 7th but still startlingly prescient. The interviewees connect the
struggle for Palestinian liberation to various liberatory movements around the world, simultaneously
interrogating and recontextualizing their own positions given the ongoing aggression in Palestine.
This incredible group includes Angela Y. Davis, Noam Chomsky, Judith Butler, Nadine El-Enany,
Gabor Mate, Mustafa Barghouti, Yanis Varoufakis, Paul Gilroy, Elias Khoury, Gayatri Spivak, and
Nadera Shalhoub-Kevorkian. Palestine in a World on Fire highlights the centrality of Palestine in
struggles shared across the world: capitalism, imperialism, misogyny, neo-colonialism, racism, and
more. Each conversation tackles urgent events and unfolding dynamics, and the scholar-activists
interviewed here provide invaluable perspectives and insights, illuminating the richness and
relevance of recent scholarship on Palestine.
  incarcerated childhood and the politics of unchilding: Feeling Dis-ease in Modern History
Rob Boddice, Bettina Hitzer, 2022-05-05 This book explores experiences of illness, broadly
construed. It encompasses the emotional and sensory disruptions that attend disease, injury, mental
illness or trauma, and gives an account of how medical practitioners, experts, lay authorities and the
public have felt about such disruptions. Considering all sides of the medical encounter and
highlighting the intersection of intellectual history and medical knowledge, of institutional
atmospheres, built environments and technological practicalities, and of emotional and sensory
experience, Feeling Dis-ease in Modern History presents a wide-ranging affective account of feeling
well and of feeling ill. Especially occupied with the ways in which dynamics of power and authority
have either validated or discounted dis-eased feelings, the book's contributors probe at the
intersectional politics of medical expertise and patient experience to better understand situated
expressions of illness, their reception, and their social, cultural and moral valuation. Drawing on
methodologies from the histories of emotions, senses, science and the medical humanities, this book
gives an account of the complexity of undergoing illness: of feeling dis-ease.
  incarcerated childhood and the politics of unchilding: The Palgrave International
Handbook of Youth Imprisonment Alexandra Cox, Laura S. Abrams, 2021-06-21 This handbook
brings together the knowledge on juvenile imprisonment to develop a global, synthesized view of the



impact of imprisonment on children and young people. There are a growing number of scholars
around the world who have conducted in-depth, qualitative research inside of youth prisons, and
about young people incarcerated in adult prisons, and yet this research has never been synthesized
or compiled. This book is organized around several core themes including: conditions of
confinement, relationships in confinement, gender/sexuality and identity, perspectives on juvenile
facility staff, reentry from youth prisons, young people’s experiences in adult prisons, and new
models and perspectives on juvenile imprisonment. This handbook seeks to educate students,
scholars, and policymakers about the role of incarceration in young people’s lives, from an
empirically-informed, critical, and global perspective.
  incarcerated childhood and the politics of unchilding: Psychoanalysis Under
Occupation Lara Sheehi, Stephen Sheehi, 2021-11-11 Heavily influenced by Frantz Fanon and
critically engaging the theories of decoloniality and liberatory psychoanalysis, Lara Sheehi and
Stephen Sheehi platform the lives, perspectives, and insights of psychoanalytically inflected
Palestinian psychologists, psychiatrists, and other mental health professionals, centering the stories
that non-clinical Palestinians have entrusted to them over four years of community engagement with
clinicians throughout historic Palestine. Sheehi and Sheehi document the stories of Palestinian
clinicians in relation to settler colonialism and violence but, even more so, in relation to their
patients, communities, families, and one another (as a clinical community). In doing so, they track
the appearance of settler colonialism as a psychologically extractive process, one that is often
effaced by discourses of normalization, trauma, resilience, and human rights, with the aid of
clinicians, as well as psychoanalysis. Psychoanalysis Under Occupation: Practicing Resistance in
Palestine unpacks the intersection of psychoanalysis as a psychological practice in Palestine, while
also advancing a set of therapeutic theories in which to critically engage and read the politically
complex array of conditions that define life for Palestinians living under Israeli occupation.
  incarcerated childhood and the politics of unchilding: Rethinking Human Rights Erika
Jiménez, 2024-10-17 Palestinians have used the language of human rights to articulate their struggle
against the Israeli occupation and internationalise the injustices they face. Palestinian young people
learning about human rights at school experience a dissonance between the aspirational and
internationalised framework of those norms and the layers of injustice of their own lived experience.
Drawing on research in the occupied West Bank, this book explores the three layers of
marginalisation faced by Palestinian young people – the Israeli occupation that denies them their
humanity; the Palestinian pseudo-state that denies them a voice; and patriarchal structures that
deny them agency – to show how these barriers influence their understanding of, and scepticism
towards, human rights. Influenced by decolonial theories, this book illuminates how space needs to
be created for the counter-narratives of the oppressed in human rights discourse, which may not
align with more conventional representations of human rights. It contends that human rights and, by
extension, human rights education in the Palestinian context (and beyond) needs to be critiqued,
decolonised and ultimately transformed.
  incarcerated childhood and the politics of unchilding: Crossing a Line Amahl Bishara,
2022-06-21 Palestinians living on different sides of the Green Line make up approximately one-fifth
of Israeli citizens and about four-fifths of the population of the West Bank. In both groups, activists
assert that they share a single political struggle for national liberation. Yet, obstacles inhibit their
ability to speak to each other and as a collective. Geopolitical boundaries fragment Palestinians into
ever smaller groups. Crossing a Line enters these distinct environments for political expression and
action of Palestinians who carry Israeli citizenship and Palestinians subject to Israeli military
occupation in the West Bank, and considers how Palestinians are differently impacted by
dispossession, settler colonialism, and militarism. Amahl Bishara looks to sites of political
practice—journalism, historical commemorations, street demonstrations, social media, in prison, and
on the road—to analyze how Palestinians create collectivities in these varied circumstances. She
draws on firsthand research, personal interviews, and public media to examine how people shape
and reshape meanings in circumstances of constraint. In considering these different environments



for political expression and action, Bishara illuminates how expression is always grounded in
place—and how a people can struggle together for liberation even when they cannot join together in
protest.
  incarcerated childhood and the politics of unchilding: The Emerald Handbook of
Feminism, Criminology and Social Change Sandra Walklate, Kate Fitz-Gibbon, Jude McCulloch,
JaneMaree Maher, 2020-07-02 Emerald Studies in Criminology, Feminism and Social Change offers
a platform for innovative, engaged, and forward-looking feminist-informed work to explore the
interconnections between social change and the capacity of criminology to grapple with the
implications of such change.
  incarcerated childhood and the politics of unchilding: Perfect Victims Mohammed El-Kurd,
2025-02-11 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER “Mohammed El-Kurd has written a new Discourse on
Colonialism for the twenty-first century.” —Robin D. G. Kelley Perfect Victims is an urgent
affirmation of the Palestinian condition of resistance and refusal―an ode to the steadfastness of a
nation. Palestine is a microcosm of the world: on fire, stubborn, fragmented, dignified. While a
settler colonial state continues to inflict devastating violence, fundamental truths are deliberately
obscured—the perpetrators are coddled while the victims are blamed and placed on trial. Why must
Palestinians prove their humanity? And what are the implications of such an infuriatingly impossible
task? With fearless prose and lyrical precision, Mohammed El-Kurd refuses a life spent in
cross-examination. Rather than asking the oppressed to perform a perfect victimhood, El-Kurd asks
friends and foes alike to look Palestinians in the eye, forgoing both deference and condemnation.
How we see Palestine reveals how we see each other; how we see everything else. Masterfully
combining candid testimony, history, and reportage, Perfect Victims presents a powerfully simple
demand: dignity for the Palestinian.
  incarcerated childhood and the politics of unchilding: Unsettled Labors Rachel H. Brown,
2024-06-24 In Unsettled Labors, Rachel H. Brown explores the overlooked labor of migrant workers
in Israel’s eldercare industry. Brown argues that live-in eldercare in Palestine/Israel, which is
primarily done by migrant workers, is an often invisible area where settler colonialism is reproduced
culturally, economically, and biologically. Situating Israeli labor markets within a longer history of
imperialism and dispossession of Palestinian land, Brown positions migrant eldercare within the
resulting tangle of Israeli laws, policies, and social discourses. She draws from interviews with
caretakers, public statements, court documents, and first-hand fieldwork to uncover the inherently
contradictory nature of elder care work: the intimate presence of South and Southeast Asian
workers in the home unsettles the idea of the Israeli home as an exclusively Jewish space. By paying
close attention to the comparative racialization of migrant workers, Palestinians, asylum seekers,
and Mizrahi and Ashkenazi settlers, Brown raises important questions of labor, social reproduction,
displacement, and citizenship told through the stories of collective care provided by migrant workers
in a settler colonial state.
  incarcerated childhood and the politics of unchilding: Decolonizing the Study of
Palestine Ahmad H. Sa'di, Nur Masalha, 2023-06-15 Writing about Palestine and the Palestinians
continue to be controversial. Until the late 1980s, the question of Palestine was approached through
Western social theories that had appeared after World War 2. This endowed European settlers and
colonists the mission of guiding the backward natives of Palestine to modernity. However, since the
work of Palestinian scholar Elia Zureik, the study of Israel, and the ethnic relations in
Palestine-Israel has been radically shifted. Building on Zureik's work, this book studies the colonial
project in Palestine and how it has transformed Palestinians' lives. Zureik had argued that Israel was
the product of a colonization process and so should be studied through the same concepts and
theorization as South Africa, Rhodesia, Australia, and other colonial societies. He also rejected the
moral and civilizational superiority of the European settlers. Developing this work, the contributors
here argue that colonialism is not only a political-economic system but also a mode of life and
consciousness, which has far-reaching consequences for both the settlers and the indigenous
population. Across 13 chapters (in addition to the introduction and the afterward), the book covers



topics such as settler colonialism, dispossession, the separation wall, surveillance technologies,
decolonisation methodologies and popular resistance. Composed mostly of Palestinian scholars and
scholars of Palestinian heritage, it is the first book in which the indigenous Palestinians not merely
write back, but principally aim to lay the foundations for decolonial social science research on
Palestine.
  incarcerated childhood and the politics of unchilding: ,
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