INCARNATE WORD BUSINESS OFFICE

INCARNATE WORD BUSINESS OFFICE SERVES AS A VITAL HUB FOR ADMINISTRATIVE AND FINANCIAL OPERATIONS AT THE
UNIVERSITY OF THE INCARNATE W ORD. THIS OFFICE PLAYS A CRUCIAL ROLE IN MANAGING FINANCIAL RESOURCES, SUPPORTING
STUDENT SERVICES, COORDINATING BUSINESS AFFAIRS, AND ENSURING COMPLIANCE WITH INSTITUTIONAL POLICIES. THE
INCARNATE WORD BUSINESS OFFICE IS RESPONSIBLE FOR FACILITATING SMOOTH TRANSACTIONS, BUDGETING, PROCUREMENT, AND
PAYROLL FUNCTIONS THAT ARE ESSENTIAL TO THE UNIVERSITY'S OVERALL SUCCESS. TS EFFICIENT MANAGEMENT HELPS
MAINTAIN TRANSPARENCY AND ACCOUNTABILITY WITHIN THE INSTITUTION. THIS ARTICLE PROVIDES AN IN-DEPTH EXPLORATION
OF THE INCARNATE WORD BUSINESS OFFICE, INCLUDING ITS CORE FUNCTIONS, ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE, STUDENT SERVICES,
AND CONTRIBUTIONS TO CAMPUS LIFE. READERS WILL GAIN A COMPREHENSIVE UNDERSTANDING OF HOW THIS OFFICE SUPPORTS
THE UNIVERSITY'S MISSION AND OPERATIONAL EXCELLENCE.
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OVERVIEW OF THE INCARNATE W oORrRD BuUsINESS OFFICE

THE INCARNATE WORD BUSINESS OFFICE IS A CENTRAL ADMINISTRATIVE UNIT WITHIN THE UNIVERSITY OF THE INCARNATE W/ ORD
THAT OVERSEES FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT AND BUSINESS OPERATIONS. |T ACTS AS A LIAISON BETWEEN VARIOUS DEPARTMENTS,
ENSURING THAT FISCAL POLICIES ARE FOLLOWED AND THAT RESOURCES ARE ALLOCATED EFFICIENTLY. THIS OFFICE SUPPORTS
THE UNIVERSITY’S STRATEGIC GOALS BY MAINTAINING SOUND FINANCIAL PRACTICES AND FOSTERING A CULTURE OF
ACCOUNTABILITY. ITS RESPONSIBILITIES EXTEND TO BUDGETING, ACCOUNTING, PROCUREMENT, AND PAYROLL SERVICES, WHICH
ARE FUNDAMENTAL TO THE INSTITUTION’S DAILY FUNCTIONS. BY UPHOLDING HIGH STANDARDS OF FINANCIAL INTEGRITY, THE
INCARNATE WORD BUSINESS OFFICE CONTRIBUTES SIGNIFICANTLY TO THE UNIVERSITY'S SUSTAINABILITY AND GROWTH.

CoRE FUNCTIONS AND SERVICES

THE CORE FUNCTIONS OF THE INCARNATE WORD BUSINESS OFFICE ENCOMPASS A BROAD RANGE OF ADMINISTRATIVE AND
FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES DESIGNED TO SUPPORT THE UNIVERSITY’S OPERATIONS. THESE SERVICES ARE STRUCTURED TO MEET THE
NEEDS OF STUDENTS, FACULTY, STAFF, AND EXTERNAL PARTNERS.

FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT AND BUDGETING

ONE OF THE PRIMARY ROLES OF THE INCARNATE WORD BUSINESS OFFICE IS OVERSEEING THE UNIVERSITY’S FINANCIAL PLANNING
AND BUDGETING PROCESSES. THIS INCLUDES PREPARING ANNUAL BUDGETS, MONITORING EXPENDITURES, AND ENSURING
COMPLIANCE WITH FINANCIAL POLICIES. THE OFFICE COLLABORATES CLOSELY WITH ACADEMIC AND ADMINISTRATIVE UNITS TO
ALLOCATE RESOURCES EFFECTIVELY AND TO PROMOTE FISCAL RESPONSIBILITY.



PROCUREMENT AND VENDOR RELATIONS

THE OFFICE MANAGES PROCUREMENT ACTIVITIES, WHICH INVOLVE SOURCING GOODS AND SERVICES, NEGOTIATING CONTRACTS,
AND MAINTAINING VENDOR RELATIONSHIPS. EFFICIENT PROCUREMENT PRACTICES HELP CONTROL COSTS AND ENSURE THAT THE
UNIVERSITY OBTAINS QUALITY PRODUCTS IN A TIMELY MANNER.

PAYROLL AND EMPLOYEE BENEFITS

THE INCARNATE WORD BUSINESS OFFICE ADMINISTERS PAYROLL SERVICES, ENSURING THAT ALL EMPLOYEES ARE COMPENSATED
ACCURATELY AND ON SCHEDULE. |T ALSO MANAGES EMPLOYEE BENEFITS PROGRAMS, COORDINATING WITH HUMAN RESOURCES TO
PROVIDE COMPREHENSIVE SUPPORT TO THE UNIVERSITY WORKFORCE.

FINANCIAL REPORTING AND AUDITING

REGULAR FINANCIAL REPORTING IS ESSENTIAL FOR TRANSPARENCY AND ACCOUNTABILITY. THE OFFICE PREPARES DETAILED
REPORTS FOR INTERNAL USE AND EXTERNAL STAKEHOLDERS, AND IT FACILITATES AUDITING PROCESSES TO COMPLY WITH
REGULATORY STANDARDS AND INSTITUTIONAL POLICIES.

ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE AND KEY PERSONNEL

THE INCARNATE WORD BUSINESS OFFICE IS STAFFED BY A TEAM OF PROFESSIONALS WITH EXPERTISE IN FINANCE, ACCOUNTING,
AND ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES. THE STRUCTURE IS DESIGNED TO PROMOTE EFFICIENT WORKFLOW AND CLEAR ACCOUNTABILITY.

LEADERSHIP AND MANAGEMENT

THE OFFICE IS TYPICALLY LED BY A CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER OR DIRECTOR OF BUSINESS AFFAIRS WHO OVERSEES ALL
FUNCTIONS AND ENSURES ALIGNMENT WITH UNIVERSITY OBJECTIVES. THIS LEADERSHIP ROLE INVOLVES STRATEGIC PLANNING,
POLICY DEVELOPMENT, AND COORDINATION WITH SENIOR UNIVERSITY ADMINISTRATION.

FINANCIAL ANALYSTS AND ACCOUNTANTS

A TEAM OF FINANCIAL ANALYSTS AND ACCOUNTANTS SUPPORTS BUDGETING, REPORTING, AND COMPLIANCE ACTIVITIES. THESE
PROFESSIONALS ANALYZE FINANCIAL DATA, PREPARE STATEMENTS, AND ASSIST IN FORECASTING TO GUIDE SOUND DECISION=
MAKING.

PROCUREMENT SPECIALISTS

PROCUREMENT SPECIALISTS HANDLE VENDOR RELATIONS AND PURCHASING PROCEDURES, ENSURING ADHERENCE TO PROCUREMENT
POLICIES AND OPTIMIZING COST EFFICIENCY.

PAYroLL COORDINATORS

PAYROLL COORDINATORS MANAGE EMPLOYEE COMPENSATION, TAX WITHHOLDINGS, AND BENEFITS ADMINISTRATION, \WWORKING
CLOSELY WITH HUMAN RESOURCES TO DELIVER SEAMLESS PAYROLL SERVICES.



STUDENT FINANCIAL SERVICES

THE INCARNATE WORD BUSINESS OFFICE PLAYS A PIVOTAL ROLE IN SUPPORTING STUDENTS THROUGH VARIOUS FINANCIAL
SERVICES THAT FACILITATE TUITION PAYMENTS, FINANCIAL AID DISBURSEMENTS, AND ACCOUNT MANAGEMENT.

TuITION BILLING AND PAYMENT PLANS

THE OFFICE ISSUES TUITION BILLS AND COORDINATES PAYMENT PLANS THAT ALLOW STUDENTS TO MANAGE THEIR EDUCATIONAL
EXPENSES EFFECTIVELY. FLEXIBLE PAYMENT OPTIONS HELP ACCOMMODATE DIVERSE FINANCIAL SITUATIONS.

FINANCIAL AID DISBURSEMENT

COLLABORATION WITH THE FINANCIAL AID OFFICE ENSURES THAT SCHOLARSHIPS, GRANTS, AND LOANS ARE DISBURSED
ACCURATELY AND PROMPTLY TO ELIGIBLE STUDENTS.

STUDENT ACCOUNT MANAGEMENT

STUDENTS CAN ACCESS ACCOUNT STATEMENTS, RESOLVE BILLING INQUIRIES, AND RECEIVE SUPPORT FOR FINANCIAL
TRANSACTIONS THROUGH THE INCARNATE WORD BUSINESS OFFICE. THIS SERVICE ENHANCES THE STUDENT EXPERIENCE BY
PROVIDING CLEAR COMMUNICATION AND ASSISTANCE.

IMPORTANT SERVICES FOR STUDENTS

e ONLINE ACCOUNT ACCESS AND PAYMENT PORTALS
e PAYMENT DEADLINE REMINDERS

FINANCIAL COUNSELING AND SUPPORT RESOURCES

® REFUND PROCESSING AND DISBURSEMENT

CoMPLIANCE AND RISk MANAGEMENT

ENSURING COMPLIANCE WITH FEDERAL, STATE, AND INSTITUTIONAL REGULATIONS IS A CRITICAL ASPECT OF THE INCARNATE
\WORD BUSINESS OFFICE’S RESPONSIBILITIES. PROPER RISK MANAGEMENT SAFEGUARDS THE UNIVERSITY’S ASSETS AND
REPUTATION.

RecULATORY COMPLIANCE

THE OFFICE MONITORS ADHERENCE TO FINANCIAL REGULATIONS SUCH AS THE SARBANES-OXLEY ACT AND IRS REQUIREMENTS. |T
ALSO ENSURES COMPLIANCE WITH UNIVERSITY POLICIES RELATED TO PROCUREMENT, BUDGETING, AND REPORTING.

INTERNAL CONTROLS AND AUDITING

ROBUST INTERNAL CONTROLS ARE IMPLEMENTED TO PREVENT FRAUD AND ERRORS. REGULAR AUDITS ARE CONDUCTED TO VERIFY
FINANCIAL ACCURACY AND OPERATIONAL EFFECTIVENESS.



Risk ASSESSMENT AND MITIGATION

POTENTIAL FINANCIAL RISKS ARE IDENTIFIED AND MANAGED PROACTIVELY THROUGH RISK ASSESSMENTS AND THE DEVELOPMENT
OF MITIGATION STRATEGIES. THIS INCLUDES OVERSIGHT OF INSURANCE POLICIES AND CONTINGENCY PLANNING.

TECHNOLOGY AND INNOVATION IN BUSINESS OPERATIONS

THE INCARNATE WORD BUSINESS OFFICE LEVERAGES MODERN TECHNOLOGY SOLUTIONS TO ENHANCE EFFICIENCY, ACCURACY, AND
SERVICE DELIVERY IN ITS OPERATIONS.

FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT SYSTEMS

ADVANCED SOFTWARE PLATFORMS ARE USED TO STREAMLINE ACCOUNTING, BUDGETING, AND REPORTING PROCESSES. THESE
SYSTEMS FACILITATE REAL-TIME DATA ACCESS AND IMPROVE DECISION-MAKING CAPABILITIES.

ONLINE PAYMENT AND PORTAL SERVICES

STUDENTS AND STAFF BENEFIT FROM SECURE ONLINE PORTALS THAT ALLOW FOR EASY TUITION PAYMENTS, ACCOUNT
MANAGEMENT, AND DOCUMENT SUBMISSION, ENHANCING CONVENIENCE AND TRANSPARENCY.

DATA SECURITY AND PRIVACY

THE OFFICE PRIORITIZES DATA SECURITY BY IMPLEMENTING STRINGENT MEASURES TO PROTECT SENSITIVE FINANCIAL INFORMATION
AGAINST UNAUTHORIZED ACCESS AND CYBER THREATS.

CONTINUOUS IMPROVEMENT INITIATIVES

ONGOING EFFORTS ARE MADE TO ADOPT INNOVATIVE PRACTICES AND UPGRADE TECHNOLOGICAL TOOLS TO BETTER SERVE THE
UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY AND OPTIMIZE OPERATIONAL WORKFLOWS.

FREQUENTLY ASKeED QUESTIONS

W/HAT SERVICES DOES THE INCARNATE W/ ORD BusINEss OFFICE PROVIDE?

THE INCARNATE W ORD BUSINESS OFFICE MANAGES FINANCIAL TRANSACTIONS, BILLING, STUDENT ACCOUNTS, AND PAYMENT
PROCESSING FOR THE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY.

How cAN | CONTACT THE INCARNATE W ORD BuUsINESS OFFICE?

YOU CAN CONTACT THE INCARNATE W/ ORD BUSINESS OFFICE VIA PHONE AT THEIR MAIN OFFICE NUMBER, EMAIL THROUGH THE
UNIVERSITY'S OFFICIAL WEBSITE, OR VISIT THEIR OFFICE ON CAMPUS DURING BUSINESS HOURS.

\X/HERE IS THE INCARNATE \W ORD BUSINESS OFFICE LOCATED?

THE INCARNATE W oRD BUSINESS OFFICE IS LOCATED ON THE MAIN CAMPUS, TYPICALLY WITHIN THE ADMINISTRATIVE OR
FINANCE BUILDING; EXACT LOCATION DETAILS CAN BE FOUND ON THE UNIVERSITY'S OFFICIAL WEBSITE.



\WHAT PAYMENT METHODS ARE ACCEPTED BY THE INCARNATE W ORD BusINEss OFFICEP

THE Business OFFICE ACCEPTS VARIOUS PAYMENT METHODS INCLUDING CREDIT/DEBIT CARDS, CHECKS, ELECTRONIC FUNDS
TRANSFERS, AND ONLINE PAYMENTS THROUGH THE UNIVERSITY'S STUDENT PORTAL.

How po | SET UP A PAYMENT PLAN WITH THE INCARNATE \WoORD BusINess OFFICE?

STUDENTS CAN SET UP A PAYMENT PLAN BY CONTACTING THE BUSINESS OFFICE DIRECTLY OR THROUGH THE STUDENT PORTAL,
WHERE THEY CAN SELECT A PLAN THAT DIVIDES TUITION AND FEES INTO MANAGEABLE MONTHLY PAYMENTS.

\X/HERE CAN | FIND MY BILLING STATEMENTS FROM THE INCARNATE W ORD BUSINESS
OFFICE?

BILLING STATEMENTS ARE AVAILABLE THROUGH THE UNIVERSITY'S ONLINE STUDENT PORTAL, WHERE STUDENTS CAN VIEW,
DOWNLOAD, AND PRINT THEIR CURRENT AND PAST STATEMENTS AT ANY TIME.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

1. MANAGING FINANCIAL OPERATIONS IN FAITH-BASED INSTITUTIONS

THIS BOOK PROVIDES AN IN-DEPTH LOOK AT THE UNIQUE CHALLENGES AND BEST PRACTICES FOR MANAGING BUSINESS OFFICES
WITHIN RELIGIOUS ORGANIZATIONS LIKE THE INCARNATE W/ ORD. |T COVERS BUDGETING, ACCOUNTING, AND FINANCIAL REPORTING
TAILORED TO FAITH-BASED MISSIONS. READERS WILL FIND PRACTICAL ADVICE ON MAINTAINING TRANSPARENCY AND
STEWARDSHIP IN ACCORDANCE WITH RELIGIOUS VALUES.

2. ErFecTiIVE ADMINISTRATION FOR CATHOLIC EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS

FOCUSED ON THE ADMINISTRATIVE ASPECTS OF CATHOLIC SCHOOLS AND UNIVERSITIES, THIS TEXT EXPLORES STRATEGIES FOR
STREAMLINING OFFICE OPERATIONS AND IMPROVING COMMUNICATION. |T EMPHASIZES LEADERSHIP SKILLS, COMPLIANCE W/ITH
CHURCH GUIDELINES, AND FOSTERING A COLLABORATIVE WORK ENVIRONMENT. THE BOOK IS AN ESSENTIAL RESOURCE FOR
BUSINESS OFFICE PROFESSIONALS AT INCARNATE W ORD CAMPUSES.

3. NonPROFIT FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT: A GUIDE FOR RELIGIOUS ORGANIZA TIONS

THIS GUIDE ADDRESSES THE FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT NEEDS OF RELIGIOUS NONPROFITS, INCLUDING THE INCARNATE W ORD
BUSINESS OFFICE. T OPICS INCLUDE FUND ACCOUNTING, GRANT MANAGEMENT, AND DONOR RELATIONS. THE BOOK HELPS READERS
DEVELOP SKILLS TO ENSURE FINANCIAL HEALTH WHILE HONORING THE ORGANIZATION'S SPIRITUAL MISSION.

4. STRATEGIC PLANNING AND RESOURCE ALLOCATION IN CATHOLIC INSTITUTIONS

OFFERING INSIGHTS INTO LONG-TERM PLANNING, THIS BOOK HELPS BUSINESS OFFICE LEADERS ALIGN FINANCIAL RESOURCES WITH
THE GOALS OF CATHOLIC INSTITUTIONS LIKE THE INCARNATE W/ ORD. | T DISCUSSES BUDGETING TECHNIQUES, RISK MANAGEMENT,
AND PERFORMANCE MEASUREMENT. THE CONTENT SUPPORTS EFFECTIVE DECISION-MAKING TO SUSTAIN INSTITUTIONAL GROW TH
AND MISSION FULFILLMENT.

5. HuMAN RESOURCES MANAGEMENT IN RELIGIOUS SETTINGS

THIS BOOK EXPLORES THE COMPLEXITIES OF MANAGING STAFF AND VOLUNTEERS WITHIN RELIGIOUS ORGANIZATIONS. |T INCLUDES
GUIDANCE ON RECRUITMENT, TRAINING, AND MAINTAINING A POSITIVE WORKPLACE CULTURE THAT RESPECTS FAITH TRADITIONS.
BUSINESS OFFICE MANAGERS AT THE INCARNATE W ORD WILL FIND VALUABLE TOOLS FOR ENHANCING HUMAN RESOURCE
FUNCTIONS.

6. TECHNOLOGY SoLUTIONS FOR CHURCH AND ScHooL BUSINESS OFFICES

FOCUSING ON THE INTEGRATION OF MODERN TECHNOLOGY, THIS BOOK HELPS BUSINESS OFFICE STAFF AT INSTITUTIONS LIKE THE
INCARNATE W/ ORD IMPROVE EFFICIENCY THROUGH SOFTWARE AND DIGITAL TOOLS. |T COVERS ACCOUNTING SYSTEMS, DATA
SECURITY, AND COMMUNICATION PLATFORMS. READERS LEARN HOW TO LEVERAGE TECHNOLOGY TO SUPPORT ADMINISTRATIVE
AND FINANCIAL OPERATIONS.

7. COMPLIANCE AND ETHICAL STANDARDS IN CATHOLIC ADMINISTRA TION
THIS TEXT OUTLINES THE REGULATORY AND ETHICAL FRAMEWORKS THAT GOVERN CATHOLIC ORGANIZATIONS' BUSINESS
OFFICES. |T EMPHASIZES ADHERENCE TO BOTH CIVIL LAWS AND CHURCH DOCTRINES, WITH PRACTICAL EXAMPLES RELATED TO THE



INCARNATE W ORD. THE BOOK SERVES AS A GUIDE FOR MAINTAINING INTEGRITY AND ACCOUNTABILITY IN ALL ADMINISTRATIVE
PROCESSES.

8. FUNDRAISING STRATEGIES FOR CATHOLIC INSTITUTIONS

DESIGNED FOR BUSINESS OFFICE PROFESSIONALS AND DEVELOPMENT TEAMS, THIS BOOK PRESENTS EFFECTIVE FUNDRAISING
TECHNIQUES TAILORED TO CATHOLIC SCHOOLS AND MINISTRIES. | T DISCUSSES DONOR ENGAGEMENT, EVENT PLANNING, AND
STEW ARDSHIP PRACTICES. THE INCARNATE W/ ORD CAN BENEFIT FROM THESE STRATEGIES TO ENHANCE FINANCIAL SUPPORT AND
COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT.

9. LEADERSHIP AND GOVERNANCE IN RELIGIOUS ORGANIZATIONS

THIS BOOK DELVES INTO THE LEADERSHIP ROLES AND GOVERNANCE STRUCTURES THAT SHAPE BUSINESS OFFICE OPERATIONS IN
RELIGIOUS SETTINGS. IT HIGHLIGHTS COLLABORATION BETWEEN CLERGY, ADMINISTRATORS, AND BOARDS TO ACHIEVE
ORGANIZATIONAL GOALS. BUSINESS OFFICE LEADERS AT THE INCARNATE W ORD WILL GAIN INSIGHTS INTO FOSTERING EFFECTIVE
GOVERNANCE AND MISSION-DRIVEN LEADERSHIP.

Incarnate Word Business Office

Find other PDF articles:
https://staging.devenscommunity.com/archive-libra
science-umass-amherst.pdf

-602/files?trackid=KVu57-5801 &title=political-

incarnate word business office: NACUBO Business Officer National Association of College
and University Business Officers, 1992

incarnate word business office: Official Gazette of the United States Patent and
Trademark Office , 2001

incarnate word business office: Financial Assistance by Geographic Area United States.
Department of Health, Education, and Welfare. Office of the Deputy Assistant Secretary, Finance,

incarnate word business office: Decisions and Orders of the National Labor Relations
Board United States. National Labor Relations Board, 1977

incarnate word business office: Education Directory, 1976

incarnate word business office: Metropolitan Detention Center, Houston , 1994

incarnate word business office: Hispanic Business , 1992

incarnate word business office: EEOC Mission , 2001

incarnate word business office: Department of State Publication , 1948

incarnate word business office: Congressional Record United States. Congress, 1999

incarnate word business office: Directory of Postsecondary Institutions , 1996

incarnate word business office: The Department of State Biographic Register United
States. Department of State, 1954

incarnate word business office: Biographic Register of the Department of State United States.
Department of State, 1954

incarnate word business office: The Biographic Register of the Department of State United
States. Department of State, 1954

incarnate word business office: Biographic Register of the Department of State United
States. Dept. of State, 1954

incarnate word business office: Manufacturers' Record , 1911

incarnate word business office: The Official Catholic Directory for the Year of Our Lord
«., 1979

incarnate word business office: Saving San Antonio Lewis F. Fisher, 2016-08-22 Few



https://staging.devenscommunity.com/archive-library-410/Book?ID=YOc92-1630&title=incarnate-word-business-office.pdf
https://staging.devenscommunity.com/archive-library-602/files?trackid=KVu57-5801&title=political-science-umass-amherst.pdf
https://staging.devenscommunity.com/archive-library-602/files?trackid=KVu57-5801&title=political-science-umass-amherst.pdf

American cities enjoy the likes of San Antonio's visual links with its dramatic past. The Alamo and
four other Spanish missions, recently marked as a UNESCO World Heritage site, are the most
obvious but there are a host of landmarks and folkways that have survived over the course of nearly
three centuries that still lend San Antonio an odd and antiquated foreignness. Adding to the charm
of the nation's seventh largest city is the San Antonio River, saved to become a winding linear park
through the heart of downtown and beyond and a world model for sensitive urban development. San
Antonio's heritage has not been preserved by accident. The wrecking balls and headlong
development that accompanied progress in nineteenth-century San Antonio roused an indigenous
historic preservation movement—the first west of the Mississippi River to become effective. Its
thrust has increased since the mid-1920s with the pioneering work of the San Antonio Conservation
Society. In Saving San Antonio, Texas historian Lewis Fisher peels back the myths surrounding more
than a century of preservation triumphs and failures to reveal a lively mosaic that portrays the
saving of San Antonio's cultural and architectural soul. The process, entertaining in the telling, has
reverberated throughout the United States and provided significant lessons for the built
environments and economies of cities everywhere.

incarnate word business office: College Access and Opportunity Guide 2011 ,

incarnate word business office: The Center is Jesus Christ Himself Cardinal Timothy M.
Dolan, Bishop James Massa, 2021-04-02 The polarization in the Church today can be traced back to
a more fundamental crisis in theology, one which has failed to connect our mundane experiences
and the mysteries of the Christian faith with the person of Jesus Christ. Ecclesial discourse on the
so-called ‘hot- button issues’ of the day too often take place without considering the foundation and
goal of the Church. And this is unfortunately due to a similar tendency in the academic theology that
informs that ecclesial discourse. In short, much of post-conciliar Catholic theology is adrift, floating
aimlessly away from the center of the Christian faith, who is Christ. The Center is Jesus Christ
Himself is a collection of essays which anchor theological reflection in Jesus Christ. These diverse
essays share a unified focal point, but engage with a variety of theological subdisciplines (e.g.,
dogmatic, moral, Biblical, etc.), areas (e.g., Christology, Pneumatology, missiology, etc.), and periods
(e.g., patristic, medieval, and modern). Given the different combinations of sub-disciplines, areas,
and periods, theology is susceptible to fragmentation when it is not held together by some principle
of unity. A theology in which the person of Jesus Christ serves as that principle of unity is a
Christocentric theology. Together, the essays illustrate not only what Christocentric theology looks
like, but also what the consequences are when Christ is dislodged from the center, whether by a
conspicuous silence on, or by a relativization of, his unique salvific mission. The volume is published
in honor of Emeritus Professor of Systematic Theology at Boston College, Rev. Dr. Robert P. Imbelli,
who dedicated his teaching and writing to bringing Christ back to the center of Catholic theological
discourse.
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