
in american political culture economic
freedom means
in american political culture economic freedom means the ability of
individuals and businesses to engage in economic activities with minimal
government interference. It encompasses principles such as private property
rights, free markets, voluntary exchange, and limited regulation. Economic
freedom is often viewed as a cornerstone of American values, reflecting
ideals of individual liberty and entrepreneurship. This concept influences
policy debates on taxation, regulation, trade, and welfare. Understanding
what economic freedom entails within the American political context requires
exploring its historical roots, its role in shaping public policy, and its
impact on society and the economy. The following sections will provide a
detailed examination of economic freedom, its dimensions, and its
significance in American political culture.

Historical Foundations of Economic Freedom in America

Core Principles Defining Economic Freedom in American Politics

Economic Freedom and Public Policy

Impact of Economic Freedom on Society and the Economy

Contemporary Debates Surrounding Economic Freedom

Historical Foundations of Economic Freedom in
America
The concept of economic freedom in American political culture has deep
historical roots tied to the nation’s founding principles. Early American
political thought emphasized the protection of individual rights, including
property rights and the freedom to engage in commerce. The framers of the
Constitution sought to create a system that limited government power and
promoted economic liberty as a means to foster prosperity and innovation. The
influence of classical liberalism and Enlightenment thinkers shaped the
American understanding of economic freedom, placing importance on free
enterprise and limited state intervention.

Influence of the Founding Documents
The Declaration of Independence and the Constitution reflect economic freedom
through their emphasis on individual rights and limited government. The



protection of private property and the encouragement of free markets were
implicit in these documents, laying the groundwork for a capitalist economy.
The Bill of Rights further contributed to economic freedom by safeguarding
freedoms that indirectly support economic activity, such as freedom of speech
and assembly.

The Role of the Market Revolution
During the 19th century, the Market Revolution accelerated economic freedom
by expanding opportunities for trade, entrepreneurship, and industrial
growth. The rise of railroads, banks, and new technologies facilitated
economic mobility and competition. This era reinforced the American ideal
that economic freedom was essential for personal success and national
development.

Core Principles Defining Economic Freedom in
American Politics
In American political culture, economic freedom means more than just the
absence of government interference; it is characterized by a set of core
principles that guide economic behavior and policy. These principles serve as
benchmarks for evaluating the extent of economic liberty within society.

Private Property Rights
One of the fundamental components of economic freedom is the protection of
private property. Secure property rights enable individuals and businesses to
own, use, and transfer assets without undue restriction. This security
encourages investment, innovation, and wealth accumulation, which are vital
to economic dynamism.

Free Markets and Competition
Economic freedom entails the operation of free markets where prices,
production, and distribution are determined by supply and demand rather than
government mandates. Competitive markets foster efficiency, lower prices, and
greater consumer choice, which aligns with American ideals of fairness and
opportunity.

Limited Government Regulation
While some regulation is necessary to maintain order and protect public
interests, economic freedom in American politics advocates for minimal
regulatory burdens that could stifle entrepreneurship and business growth.



The principle emphasizes the importance of balancing regulation to prevent
abuse without hindering economic vitality.

Voluntary Exchange and Contractual Freedom
The freedom to enter into voluntary agreements and contracts is another
essential element. This principle supports the idea that economic
transactions should be based on mutual consent, without coercion or undue
interference, ensuring that individuals can pursue their economic interests
freely.

Economic Freedom and Public Policy
Economic freedom significantly influences American public policy, shaping
legislative and regulatory approaches in various domains. Policymakers often
debate how to balance economic liberty with other societal goals, such as
equity and security.

Taxation and Fiscal Policy
Tax policy is a critical area where economic freedom is contested. Lower
taxes are generally associated with greater economic freedom, as they leave
more resources in the hands of individuals and businesses to invest and
consume. Conversely, higher taxes are seen by some as necessary for funding
public goods but potentially limiting economic liberty.

Regulatory Frameworks
Regulations affect economic freedom by either enabling fair competition or
imposing constraints. Policymakers must consider how regulations on labor,
environment, and finance impact economic activity. Proponents of economic
freedom often argue for deregulation to reduce costs and encourage
innovation, while opponents may emphasize the need for safeguards.

Trade Policy and Globalization
Economic freedom in the American political context also encompasses openness
to international trade. Free trade policies are viewed as extensions of
economic liberty, allowing businesses and consumers access to broader markets
and diverse products. Protectionist measures, in contrast, are debated for
their impact on economic freedom and competitiveness.



Impact of Economic Freedom on Society and the
Economy
The degree of economic freedom within a society has wide-ranging effects on
economic growth, social mobility, and overall well-being. In American
political culture, economic freedom is often linked to positive outcomes but
also faces scrutiny regarding its distributional effects.

Economic Growth and Innovation
High levels of economic freedom are correlated with robust economic growth
and technological innovation. When individuals and firms operate in an
environment with secure rights and minimal interference, they are more likely
to invest in new ideas and expand productive activities, contributing to
national prosperity.

Social Mobility and Opportunity
Economic freedom is frequently championed as a pathway to social mobility,
offering individuals the chance to improve their economic status through hard
work and entrepreneurship. The American Dream narrative is closely tied to
this principle, emphasizing meritocratic advancement.

Potential Challenges and Inequality
While economic freedom promotes growth, it can also lead to disparities in
wealth and opportunity. Critics argue that without adequate regulation and
social support, economic freedom may exacerbate inequality and limit access
to essential services for disadvantaged groups, prompting ongoing policy
debates.

Contemporary Debates Surrounding Economic
Freedom
In modern American political discourse, economic freedom remains a central
and contested theme. Various ideological perspectives interpret and
prioritize economic liberty differently, influencing elections, policy
agendas, and public opinion.

Libertarian and Conservative Views
Libertarian and many conservative thinkers emphasize maximizing economic
freedom by reducing government size, taxation, and regulation. They argue



that free markets and personal responsibility drive prosperity and that
government intervention should be minimal.

Liberal and Progressive Perspectives
Liberal and progressive viewpoints often advocate for a more balanced
approach, supporting economic freedom alongside social protections and
regulations aimed at ensuring fairness, reducing inequality, and addressing
market failures. They see government as a necessary actor in achieving
inclusive economic outcomes.

Balancing Economic Freedom with Social Goals
Ongoing debates focus on how to balance economic freedom with goals such as
environmental sustainability, labor rights, and social welfare. Policymakers
and scholars explore ways to preserve core economic liberties while adapting
to contemporary challenges.

Historical significance of economic freedom in America1.

Key principles such as private property and market competition2.

Influence on taxation, regulation, and trade policies3.

Effects on growth, innovation, and inequality4.

Current ideological debates and policy implications5.

Frequently Asked Questions

What does economic freedom mean in American
political culture?
In American political culture, economic freedom generally refers to the
ability of individuals and businesses to make their own economic decisions,
such as what to produce, buy, and sell, with minimal government interference.

Why is economic freedom important in the United
States?
Economic freedom is important in the U.S. because it promotes
entrepreneurship, innovation, and economic growth, which are seen as



essential to maintaining prosperity and individual liberty.

How is economic freedom measured in the U.S.?
Economic freedom in the U.S. is often measured using indexes like the
Heritage Foundation's Index of Economic Freedom, which evaluates factors such
as property rights, government integrity, tax burden, and regulatory
efficiency.

What role does government regulation play in
economic freedom in American political culture?
Government regulation is viewed ambivalently; excessive regulation is seen as
limiting economic freedom by restricting business activities, while some
regulation is accepted to protect consumers, workers, and the environment.

How do political parties in the U.S. differ in their
views on economic freedom?
Generally, Republicans tend to emphasize greater economic freedom through
lower taxes and less regulation, while Democrats often support more
government intervention to address economic inequality and consumer
protections.

How does economic freedom relate to individual
liberty in American political culture?
Economic freedom is considered a crucial aspect of individual liberty, as it
allows people to control their economic choices and pursue their own
financial well-being.

What are some challenges to economic freedom in the
U.S. today?
Challenges include increasing government regulations, debates over taxation,
concerns about monopolies and corporate power, and economic inequalities that
may limit equal access to opportunities.

Can economic freedom coexist with social welfare
programs in the U.S.?
Yes, many Americans believe economic freedom can coexist with social welfare
programs, which are designed to provide a safety net while still allowing
market competition and individual entrepreneurship.



How has the concept of economic freedom evolved in
American political culture?
Over time, economic freedom has evolved from a focus on free markets with
minimal government to a more nuanced view that balances market freedom with
the need for regulation to ensure fairness and protect public interests.

What impact does economic freedom have on the
American economy?
Higher levels of economic freedom are associated with increased economic
growth, job creation, and higher standards of living, as they encourage
investment, innovation, and efficient allocation of resources.

Additional Resources
1. Capitalism and Freedom by Milton Friedman
This classic work explores the relationship between economic freedom and
political freedom. Friedman argues that economic freedom is a necessary
condition for political freedom and discusses how government intervention
often restricts individual liberty. The book offers insights into the role of
free markets in fostering prosperity and protecting democratic values.

2. Free to Choose: A Personal Statement by Milton and Rose Friedman
In this accessible book, the Friedmans advocate for minimal government
involvement in the economy, emphasizing the benefits of free markets for
personal freedom and economic prosperity. They provide real-world examples
demonstrating how economic freedom can improve living standards and empower
individuals in a democratic society.

3. The Road to Serfdom by Friedrich Hayek
Hayek warns against the dangers of central planning and government control
over the economy, arguing that such control inevitably leads to the loss of
individual freedoms. The book connects economic freedom with political
liberty, suggesting that economic interventionism can pave the way to
authoritarianism.

4. Democracy in America by Alexis de Tocqueville
Though written in the 19th century, this seminal work offers enduring
insights into American political culture and the role of economic freedom.
Tocqueville examines how the American emphasis on individualism and free
enterprise shapes its democratic institutions and social dynamics.

5. The Spirit of Democratic Capitalism by Michael Novak
Novak explores the cultural and ethical foundations of American capitalism,
arguing that economic freedom is intertwined with democratic values and moral
responsibility. The book discusses how capitalism supports human dignity,
creativity, and political liberty in the United States.



6. Economic Freedom and Political Freedom: A Comparative Analysis by Various
Authors
This collection of essays analyzes the correlation between economic and
political freedoms across different American states and global contexts. It
provides empirical data and theoretical discussions highlighting how economic
liberty contributes to democratic stability and individual rights.

7. Liberty and Prosperity: The American Tradition of Free Enterprise by
Richard Weaver
Weaver traces the historical roots of economic freedom in American political
thought, emphasizing how free enterprise has been central to the nation’s
identity. The book reflects on the philosophical and cultural reasons why
economic freedom remains vital to American democracy.

8. Understanding Capitalism: Competition, Command and Change by Samuel
Bowles, Richard Edwards, and Frank Roosevelt
This textbook offers a comprehensive overview of capitalist economies,
including the role of economic freedom within American political culture. It
discusses how competition and market dynamics influence policy decisions and
individual liberties in the U.S.

9. The Clash of Economic Ideas: The Great Policy Debates and Experiments of
the Last Hundred Years by Lawrence H. White
White examines major economic policy debates in American history, focusing on
how ideas about economic freedom have shaped political culture and
governance. The book highlights conflicts between proponents of free markets
and advocates of government intervention, reflecting ongoing tensions in
American political life.
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Shally-Jensen, Mark J. Rozell, Ted G. Jelen, 2015-04-28 This all-encompassing encyclopedia provides
a broad perspective on U.S. politics, culture, and society, but also goes beyond the facts to consider
the myths, ideals, and values that help shape and define the nation. Demonstrating that political
culture is equally rooted in public events, internal debates, and historical experiences, this unique,
three-volume encyclopedia examines an exceptionally broad range of factors shaping modern
American politics, including popular belief, political action, and the institutions of power and
authority. Readers will see how political culture is shaped by the attitudes, opinions, and behaviors
of Americans, and how it affects those things in return. The set also addresses the issue of American
exceptionalism and examines the nation's place in the world, both historically and in the 21st
century. Essays cover pressing matters like congressional gridlock, energy policy, abortion politics,
campaign finance, Supreme Court rulings, immigration, crime and punishment, and globalization.
Social and cultural issues such as religion, war, inequality, and privacy rights are discussed as well.
Perhaps most intriguingly, the encyclopedia surveys the fierce ongoing debate between different
political camps over the nation's historical development, its present identity, and its future course.
By exploring both fact and mythology, the work will enable students to form a broad yet nuanced
understanding of the full range of forces and issues affecting—and affected by—the political process.
  in american political culture economic freedom means: Keeping the Republic: Power and
Citizenship in American Politics, 5th Brief Edition Christine Barbour, Gerald C. Wright, 2012-12-20 A
consistent and compelling narrative is crucial to student engagement with any book. But sadly, so
many brief editions are mere cut-and-paste versions of their comprehensive selves. Not the case with
Keeping the RepublicÆs brief edition. Carefully condensed by Barbour and Wright, this text gives
your students all the continuity and crucial content of the full version, just in a more concise,
value-oriented package. And now, your students benefit from a new full-color interior design. Photos
jump off the page and colorful charts, tables, and maps enhance studentsÆ data literacy. Repeatedly
praised for engaging students to think critically about ôwho gets what and howö in American
politics, Barbour and Wright show them how institutions and rules determine who wins and who
loses in the political arena. The authors carefully craft each graphic, boxed feature, and vignette to
develop studentsÆ analytic capabilities. By introducing them to the seminal work in the field and
showing them how to employ the themes of power and citizenship, this proven text builds confidence
in students who want to take an active part in their communities and governmentùso they play their
part in keeping the republic.
  in american political culture economic freedom means: Keeping the Republic Christine
Barbour, Gerald C. Wright, 2020-12-07 Keeping the Republic gives students the power to examine
the narrative of what′s going on in American politics, distinguish fact from fiction and balance from
bias, and influence the message through informed citizenship. Keeping the Republic, Brief Edition,
draws students into the study of American politics, showing them how to think critically about who
gets what, and how while exploring the twin themes of power and citizenship. The thoroughly
updated Ninth Edition analyzes not only the 2020 election results and Supreme Court rulings, but
also examines the activism of the Black Lives Matter movement, political outsiders in campaigns and
party nominations, the federal government′s response to the COVID-19 pandemic, and the
presidency of Donald Trump. With students living through one of the most challenging periods in
American life, Keeping the Republic, Brief Edition, is there to be a much-needed resource to help
them make sense of politics in America today and become savvy consumers of political information.
Carefully condensed from the full 10th edition by authors Christine Barbour and Gerald C. Wright,
Keeping the Republic, Brief Edition, gives your students the same continuity and crucial content in a
more concise, value-oriented package. This title is accompanied by a complete teaching and learning
package. Digital Option / Courseware SAGE Vantage is an intuitive digital platform that delivers this
text’s content and course materials in a learning experience that offers auto-graded assignments and
interactive multimedia tools, all carefully designed to ignite student engagement and drive critical
thinking. Built with you and your students in mind, it offers simple course set-up and enables
students to better prepare for class. Assignable Video with Assessment Assignable video (available



with SAGE Vantage) is tied to learning objectives and curated exclusively for this text to bring
concepts to life. LMS Cartridge: Import this title’s instructor resources into your school’s learning
management system (LMS) and save time. Don’t use an LMS? You can still access all of the same
online resources for this title via the password-protected Instructor Resource Site. CQ Press Lecture
Spark: Designed to save you time and ignite student engagement, these free weekly lecture
launchers focus on current event topics tied to key concepts in American Government. “/li>
  in american political culture economic freedom means: The Institutionalist Tradition in
Labor Economics Dell P. Champlin, Janet T. Knoedler, 2018-10-24 While there are many economists
in schools, government, unions, and non-profit organizations working in the institutionalst tradition,
there has been no book that describes this tradition -- until now. Editors Champlin and Knoedler
have brought together prominent labor economists, highly respected institutional economists, and
newer scholars working on such compelling issues as immigration, wage discrimination, and living
wages. Their essays portray the institutionalist tradition in labor as it exists today as well as its
historical and theoretical origins. The result is a major contribution to the literature of labor
economics, institutionalist economics, and the history of economic thought.
  in american political culture economic freedom means: Selling the War on Terror Jack
Holland, 2013 Considers the principal members of Coalition of the Willing in Afghanistan &Iraq: the
United States, Britain & Australia. Despite significant cultural, historical and political overlap, the
War on Terror was nevertheless rendered possible in these contexts in distinct ways, drawing on
different discourses, narratives of foreign policy, identity.
  in american political culture economic freedom means: Foundation of Political
Freedom in the Democracy of Nigeria Victor-Don Sampson, 2015-05-30 Growth and Development
of Multiple Political Party Systems in Nigeria In the present Nigeria, there are so many active,
goal-oriented political parties that have grown with the interest of the people at heart. Political party
system is the peoples best choice for supporting democratic government. Thus the Nigerian political
party system has been producing through electoral democracy fortunate presidential candidates,
transparent senators, successful federal and state House of Assembly representatives, active state
governors, and great chairman of local government area. Our party system indeed understands
common human aims and work toward the peoples political interest to better all sector of life in the
nation. The Nigerian People Alliances and Growth of Political Organizations A popular, goal-driven
measure of supporting democratic leadership in Nigeria is by creating alliances and
nongovernmental organizations. In this country, alliances has been used in pursuing democratic
peace in government, while nongovernmental organizations are solely for provision of human
welfare through divergent humanitarian services. Obviously, many alliances and political groups or
organizations also have been formed with interest and aspiration for national political development
because many of them have the belief that successful governance can be possible when there is true
and effective electoral democracy.
  in american political culture economic freedom means: Political Culture and the Making of
Modern Nation-States Edward Weisband, Courtney I P Thomas, 2015-11-17 This book focuses on
transformations of political culture from times past to future-present. It defines the meaning of
political culture and explores the cultural values and institutions of kinship communities and
dynastic intermediaries, including chiefdoms and early states. It systematically examines the rise
and gradual universalization of modern sovereign nation-states. Contemporary debates concerning
nationality, nationalism, citizenship, and hyphenated identities are engaged. The authors recount the
making of political culture in the American nation-state and look at the processes of internal
colonialism in the American experience, examining how major ethnic, sectarian, racial, and other
distinctions arose and congealed into social and cultural categories. The book concludes with a study
of the Holocaust, genocide, crimes against humanity, and the political cultures of violation in
post-colonial Rwanda and in racialized ethno-political conflicts in various parts of the world.
Struggles over legitimacy in nation-building and state-building are at the heart of this new take on
the important role of political culture.



  in american political culture economic freedom means: Old Labor and New Immigrants
in American Political Development Gwendolyn Mink, 2019-06-30 Why have American politics
developed differently from politics in Europe? Generations of scholars and commentators have
wondered why organized labor in the United States did not acquire a broad-based constituency or
form an autonomous labor party. In this innovative and insightful book, Gwendolyn Mink finds new
answers by approaching this question from a different angle: she asks what determined union
labor's political interests and how those interests influenced the political role forged by the
American Federation of Labor. At bottom, Mink argues, the demographic dynamics of
industrialization produced a profound racial response to economic change among organized labor.
This response shaped the AFL's political strategy and political choices. In her account of the unique
role played by labor in politics prior to the New Deal, Mink focuses on the ways in which the
organizational and political interests of the AFL were mediated by the national issue of immigration
and links the AFL's response to immigration to its conservative stance in and toward politics. She
investigates the political impact of a labor market split between union and nonunion, old and new
immigrant workers; of dramatic demographic change; and of nativism and racism. Mink then
elucidates the development of trade-union political interests, ideology, and strategy; the movement
of the AFL into established state and party structures; and the consequent separation of the AFL
from labor's social base.
  in american political culture economic freedom means: The Transformation of
American Political Culture and the Impact on Foreign Strategy PAN Yaling, 2021-12-30 This
book examines the interplay between political culture and diplomatic strategy in the U.S., revealing
the transformation of American political culture and its impact on the country’s foreign strategy. The
theoretical pivot of this study is an analysis of the dynamics of political culture and the mechanisms
of the interaction between political culture and diplomatic strategy. Given this premise, the core
chapters revisit the historical transformations of American political culture and analyze the
responses and countermeasures taken to attempt to reverse the perceived decline in American
hegemony during the presidencies of George W. Bush, Barack Obama, and Donald Trump, factors
interwoven with security, economic, and institutional crises. The discussion describes the landscape
and evolution of contemporary American political culture and the correlated adjustments of U.S.
global strategy over the course of the twenty-first century. Given the myriad of challenges and
political legacies left by its predecessors, the author gives a pessimistic prognosis of the prospect of
resolving America’s political plight by the Joe Biden administration. The title will be a valuable
reference for academic and general readers interested in American politics, U.S. diplomatic
strategy, and international relations.
  in american political culture economic freedom means: The Bible in American Poetic
Culture Shira Wolosky, 2023-10-16 Although the Bible is the foundation of American poetic
tradition, there is no study of the Bible as an ongoing force in American poetry. Not only a source of
imagery, allusion, rhythm and style, the Bible is central to how poetry has both shaped and been
shaped by American civic, political, and social history, including issues of ethnicity, race and gender.
Through poetry core issues of the Bible in American culture emerge in a new light. What defines
America as a nation? What are its historical, political and religious meanings and direction? Vitally,
how is it that the Bible is at once a shared common text, binding community, and yet was throughout
American culture also contested, disputed, and politicized as a weapon of war? This study begins
with the Puritans, and goes on to examine poetry of the Revolutionary and Civil Wars, as well as
claims and counterclaims in abolition, slavery, and women’s rights. In doing so it treats both popular
and major writers, including Edward Taylor, Frances Harper, Emerson, Whitman, Dickinson, Moore
and Gwendoln Brooks, concluding with Amanda Gorman.
  in american political culture economic freedom means: Democracy, Economy, and
Conservatism Milan Zafirovski, 2007-01-01 This book reconsiders the relationship of modern free
society-in particular political democracy and a free-market economy-and conservatism as its
formidable adversary. Milan Zafirovski identifies and documents the several ways conservatism



functions as the nemesis of the democracy and the free market. He provides discussion on forms of
conservative government and the rise of nationalism, imperialism, and militarism, with special
attention to wars of aggression and the threat of mutually assured destruction (MAD). Combining
economic and sociological theories gives the book a solid interdisciplinary approach, allowing for a
thorough analysis of conservatism's overt and covert threats to modern free society. Zafirovski
focuses on anti-democratic phenomena and uses historical and empirical evidence to support his
assertions that the liberal-democratic ideal of individual and political liberty that most Western
societies hold so dear is put at risk by the rise in conservatism on a global scale.
  in american political culture economic freedom means: American Government, Second
Edition Timothy O. Lenz, Mirya Holman, 2018-03-21 This exciting new book explores the role of
government, politics, and policy in American lives. Full of real life applications and scenarios, this
text encourages and enables political thinking. The second edition has been updated to include
recent developments in U.S. politics and government. This includes the description and analysis of
the 2016 elections as well as the early Trump administration. Chapters have expanded coverage of
immigration policy, environmental policy, economic policy, and global affairs (including
counterterrorism policy). The text also includes analysis of racial issues in contemporary American
politics and law. It also addresses questions about the state of the economy, jobs, and wages.
Hyperlinks and URLs provide deeper dives into various topics and examples of comparative politics.
  in american political culture economic freedom means: Introduction to Comparative
Political Culture Dezhi Tong, 2018-08-03 This book starts with four aspects - subject’s cognition,
way of thinking, political value and ideology, conducts comparative studies on political culture. Amid
using the concept of political culture in western academic circles, it makes comprehensive
supplement for this concept, and put forward an updated concept of political culture which is more
localized. This new concept, on the grounds of the comparison with political system, takes political
culture as the subjective side of political system and incorporates ideology into political culture, thus
undoubtedly enriching our knowledge of political culture. On the basis of clarifying the concept of
political culture and establishing the comparative dimension of it, this book widely refers to the
outlooks of individuals, nations, society and power of political cognition; the modes of objectives,
directions and methods of political ideas; democratic awareness, legal concept and system selection
of political value; as well as liberalism and republicanism, etc. All these bring substantial benefits to
promoting and deepening the comparative studies on political culture. This book can not only be
used for the teaching undergraduate and graduates who major in Politics, but also used as the
reference book for politics academic research.
  in american political culture economic freedom means: Video Games and American
Culture Aaron A. Toscano, 2019-12-12 Digital media are immersive technologies reflecting
behaviors, attitudes, and values. The engrossing, entertaining virtual worlds video games provide
are important sites for 21st century research. This book moves beyond assertions that video games
cause violence by analyzing the culture that produces such material. While some popular media
reinforce the idea that video games lead to violence, this book uses a cultural studies lens to reveal a
more complex situation. Video games do not lead to violence, sexism, and chauvinism. Rather,
Toscano argues, a violent, sexist, chauvinistic culture reproduces texts that reflect these values.
Although video games have a worldwide audience, this book focuses on American culture and how
this multi-billion dollar industry entertains us in our leisure time (and sometimes at work), bringing
us into virtual environments where we have fun learning, fighting, discovering, and acquiring
bragging rights. When politicians and moral crusaders push agendas that claim video games cause a
range of social ills from obesity to mass shooting, these perspectives fail to recognize that video
games reproduce hegemonic American values. This book, in contrast, focuses on what these highly
entertaining cultural products tell us about who we are.
  in american political culture economic freedom means: Encyclopedia of American Civil
Rights and Liberties Kara E. Stooksbury, John M. Scheb II, Otis H. Stephens Jr., 2017-09-21
Thoroughly updated and featuring 75 new entries, this monumental four-volume work illuminates



past and present events associated with civil rights and civil liberties in the United States. This
revised and expanded four-volume encyclopedia is unequaled for both the depth and breadth of its
coverage. Some 650 entries address the full range of civil rights and liberties in America from the
Colonial Era to the present. In addition to many updates of material from the first edition, the work
offers 75 new entries about recent issues and events; among them, dozens of topics that are the
subject of close scrutiny and heated debate in America today. There is coverage of controversial
issues such as voter ID laws, the use of drones, transgender issues, immigration, human rights, and
government surveillance. There is also expanded coverage of women's rights, gay rights/gay
marriage, and Native American rights. Entries are enhanced by 42 primary documents that have
shaped modern understanding of the extent and limitations of civil liberties in the United States,
including landmark statutes, speeches, essays, court decisions, and founding documents of
influential civil rights organizations. Designed as an up-to-date reference for students, scholars, and
others interested in the expansive array of topics covered, the work will broaden readers'
understanding of—and appreciation for—the people and events that secured civil rights guarantees
and concepts in this country. At the same time, it will help readers better grasp the reasoning
behind and ramifications of 21st-century developments like changing applications of Miranda Rights
and government access to private Internet data. Maintaining an impartial stance throughout, the
entries objectively explain the varied perspectives on these hot-button issues, allowing readers to
draw their own conclusions.
  in american political culture economic freedom means: The Appropriate Technology
Movement in American Political Culture Jordan Benson Kleiman, 2000
  in american political culture economic freedom means: Understanding American
Politics Stephen Brooks, Douglas L. Koopman, J. Matthew Wilson, 2013-01-01 The second edition
provides a very strong introduction to political institutions and includes a new chapter on public
opinion. The entire book has been revised throughout, taking into account the dramatic changes that
have emerged since the 2010 congressional elections, as well as incorporating the results of the
2012 presidential election. it also pays close attention to what is seen as the irreversible decline in
America's global influence.--Pub. desc.
  in american political culture economic freedom means: The Political Culture of the
American Whigs Daniel Walker Howe, 1979 Howe studies the American Whigs with the
thoroughness so often devoted their party rivals, the Jacksonian Democrats. He shows that the
Whigs were not just a temporary coalition of politicians but spokesmen for a heritage of political
culture received from Anglo-American tradition and passed on, with adaptations, to the Whigs'
Republican successors. He relates this culture to both the country's economic conditions and its
ethnoreligious composition.
  in american political culture economic freedom means: Cuban American Political Culture
and Civic Organizing Robert M. Ceresa, 2017-06-21 This book studies civic organizations in Miami’s
Cuban community. Few places in the United States have been transformed by immigration the way
Miami has been transformed by Cuban exiles. Cuban civic organizations help to explain why this is
the case. Civic organizations are the heart of the story of the social and political power and influence
of Miami’s Cuban community. This community is home to a broad tradition of active political
participation and many civic organizations. The sheer number of organizations suggests they have
something to do with the community’s considerable vibrancy and civic capacity. How do the
organizations work? How have they managed to be so successful over so many years? What can be
learned about successful civic organizing from their experience? How will changing United
States-Cuba relations impact Cuban civic organizations, and, in turn, broader Miami? These are
questions this book helps to answer.
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