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in african cultural history the griot was a vital figure who served as a storyteller, historian, poet, and
musician. The griot played an essential role in preserving the oral traditions and cultural heritage of
West African societies, acting as the living memory of the community. Through generations, griots
transmitted stories, genealogies, historical events, and moral lessons, ensuring that the history and
values of their people were never lost. Their skills extended beyond narration, encompassing music
and performance arts that enhanced the storytelling experience. This article explores the multifaceted
role of the griot, their historical significance, cultural impact, and the legacy they hold in African cultural
history. Understanding the griot’s role offers valuable insights into the ways oral tradition shapes
identity and social cohesion in African societies. The following sections will delve into the origins of the

griot, their functions, social status, and modern-day relevance.
¢ Origins and Historical Background of the Griot
¢ Roles and Functions of the Griot
¢ Social Status and Cultural Importance

¢ Musical and Literary Contributions

e The Griot in Contemporary African Society

Origins and Historical Background of the Griot

The tradition of the griot dates back centuries, deeply rooted in the history of West African empires

such as Mali, Ghana, and Songhai. In African cultural history the griot was a hereditary position,



passed down through families who specialized in oral history and the preservation of communal
knowledge. The word “griot” itself is believed to derive from the French adaptation of the Wolof term

“gerli” or “jeli,” meaning “bard” or “storyteller.”

Historical Context

Griots emerged as key figures during the rise of powerful West African kingdoms, where the need to
maintain accurate historical records was paramount. Without written language in many of these
societies, oral historians became indispensable. They chronicled the deeds of kings, warriors, and

notable events, serving both as advisors and as keepers of cultural memory.

Geographical Spread

The griot tradition is most prominent in countries such as Mali, Senegal, Guinea, and The Gambia, but
variations of similar roles exist throughout West Africa. Each region adapted the griot’s function to local

customs and languages, enriching the diversity of the oral tradition.

Roles and Functions of the Griot

In african cultural history the griot was a multifaceted figure whose duties extended beyond mere
storytelling. Their primary role involved preserving and transmitting oral history, but griots also served

as musicians, diplomats, and counselors within their communities.

Oral Historians and Storytellers

Griots memorized vast genealogies and historical narratives, recounting them during ceremonies,
festivals, and important social events. This oral transmission was crucial for maintaining continuity of

cultural identity, especially in societies without written records.



Musicians and Performers

Music was an integral part of the griot’s storytelling. They often played traditional instruments such as
the kora, balafon, and ngoni to accompany their narratives. The musical element helped to engage

audiences and preserved the rhythm and tone of historical accounts.

Advisors and Diplomats

Beyond entertainment and history, griots acted as trusted advisors to kings and nobles. Their
knowledge of genealogy and past alliances made them valuable in diplomatic negotiations and conflict

resolution.

Social Status and Cultural Importance

The position of the griot in African societies was unique and complex. In african cultural history the
griot was a respected figure, yet their social status often differed from other members of the

community. Understanding this dynamic sheds light on the nuanced role griots played.

Hereditary Caste System

Griots typically belonged to a specific hereditary caste, passed down through generations. This caste
system established clear boundaries between griots and other social groups, with griots enjoying both

privileges and certain restrictions due to their unique role.

Community Respect and Influence

Despite their caste designation, griots commanded great respect for their knowledge and skills. They
were often invited to important social functions and were influential in shaping public opinion through

their narratives.



Challenges and Misconceptions

While highly regarded, griots sometimes faced misunderstanding or marginalization due to their caste
status or the oral nature of their work. However, their enduring legacy highlights the profound cultural

value attributed to their role.

Musical and Literary Contributions

The griot tradition is widely recognized for its rich contribution to African music and literature. In african
cultural history the griot was a primary custodian of both musical innovation and literary creativity in

oral form.

Traditional Instruments and Music

Griots mastered a variety of traditional instruments that complemented their storytelling. The kora, a
21-string harp-lute, is perhaps the most iconic, known for its melodic and harmonic capabilities. Other

instruments include the balafon (a type of wooden xylophone) and the ngoni (a stringed lute).

Oral Poetry and Praise Singing

Griots composed and recited oral poetry that praised patrons, recounted heroic deeds, and conveyed
moral lessons. This art form required exceptional memory and linguistic skill, often involving

improvisation and audience interaction.

Influence on Modern African Arts

The griot’s musical and poetic styles have significantly influenced contemporary African music genres,
including Afrobeat and World Music. Their legacy continues to inspire musicians and writers both

within Africa and globally.



The Griot in Contemporary African Society

Although modern technology and literacy have transformed the ways history and culture are recorded,
the griot tradition remains alive and relevant in many African communities. In african cultural history

the griot was a cornerstone of oral culture, and today they bridge the past with the present.

Adaptation to Modern Media

Many contemporary griots incorporate modern instruments and media platforms to reach wider
audiences. They perform at cultural festivals, national celebrations, and even international events,

preserving their heritage while embracing innovation.

Educational and Cultural Preservation Roles

Griots often participate in educational initiatives aimed at preserving African languages, history, and
arts. Museums, cultural centers, and academic institutions collaborate with griots to document and

teach oral traditions.

Challenges and Opportunities

Despite their enduring presence, griots face challenges such as declining interest among younger
generations and competition with digital media. Nonetheless, efforts to revitalize and honor griot culture

continue to grow, highlighting their ongoing importance.

¢ Hereditary transmission of knowledge
¢ Musical accompaniment and performance

o Storytelling and historical preservation



¢ Social advisory and diplomatic roles

¢ Adaptation to contemporary cultural contexts

Frequently Asked Questions

In African cultural history, what was the primary role of the griot?

The griot was a storyteller, historian, and oral tradition keeper who preserved and passed down the
history, genealogy, and cultural narratives of their community.

How did griots contribute to the preservation of African history?

Griots preserved African history through oral storytelling, songs, and poetry, ensuring the transmission
of cultural knowledge and historical events across generations.

What skills were essential for a griot in African societies?

A griot needed exceptional memory, storytelling ability, musical talent, and knowledge of genealogy

and history to effectively fulfill their role.

In which regions of Africa were griots most commonly found?

Griots were most commonly found in West African societies, particularly among the Mandé peoples of

countries like Mali, Senegal, Guinea, and The Gambia.

How has the role of the griot evolved in modern African culture?

In modern African culture, griots have adapted by incorporating contemporary music and media while

continuing to celebrate and teach traditional stories, history, and social values.



Additional Resources

1. The Griot's Tale: Oral Histories of West Africa

This book explores the vital role of griots as storytellers and historians in West African societies. It
delves into how griots preserve genealogies, traditions, and cultural values through oral narratives
passed down generations. The text also examines the griot’s influence on social and political life within

various African communities.

2. Voices of the Ancestors: The Griot Tradition in African Culture
"Voices of the Ancestors" provides an in-depth look at the rich oral tradition maintained by griots. It
discusses their function as poets, musicians, and advisors, highlighting their contribution to maintaining

historical continuity. The book also addresses the challenges faced by griots in the modern era.

3. Songkeepers: The Art and Legacy of African Griots
This volume focuses on the artistic expressions of griots, emphasizing their mastery of music and
poetry. It showcases how griots use their art to narrate epic tales, celebrate heroes, and teach moral

lessons. The book includes interviews with contemporary griots and analyses of traditional instruments.

4. Griots and Kings: The Power Dynamics of Oral Histories

Examining the relationship between griots and African royalty, this book reveals how griots serve as
official historians and counselors to kings and chiefs. It highlights the delicate balance griots maintain
between truthful storytelling and political loyalty. The work also explores the griot’s role in legitimizing

leadership through oral tradition.

5. Echoes of Africa: Griots and the Preservation of History
"Echoes of Africa" traces the evolution of griot traditions from ancient times to the present day. It
discusses the importance of griots in preserving cultural identity amid colonization and globalization.

The book includes comparative studies of oral histories across different African ethnic groups.

6. The Griot’s Craft: Storytelling and Memory in African Societies
This book delves into the techniques and methodologies griots use to memorize and perform lengthy

historical narratives. It explores the cognitive and artistic skills required to be a successful griot. The



author also considers the educational role griots play in their communities.

7. Guardians of Tradition: The Social Role of Griots in Africa
Focusing on the social functions of griots, this work examines their roles as mediators, diplomats, and
cultural ambassadors. It discusses how griots help maintain social cohesion through storytelling and

music. The book also looks at the changing status of griots in urban and rural settings.

8. Oral Poets of Africa: The Griot’s Influence on Literature and Culture
This book investigates the impact of griot poetry and narrative on African literature and cultural
expression. It highlights key griot performances that have shaped national identities and inspired

contemporary writers. The author provides translations and analyses of significant oral poems.

9. Between Memory and Myth: The Griot’s Role in African History

"Between Memory and Myth" explores the complex interplay between historical fact and myth-making
in griot storytelling. It examines how griots shape collective memory and cultural myths that define
community values. The book also addresses the challenges of interpreting oral histories as historical

sources.
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in african cultural history the griot was a: Jazz Griots Jean-Philippe Marcoux, 2012-06-27
This book studies how four representative African American poets of the 1960s, Langston Hughes,
Umbra’s David Henderson, and the Black Arts Movement’s Sonia Sanchez, and Amiri Baraka
engage, in the tradition of griots, in poetic dialogues with aesthetics, music, politics, and Black
History. In so doing they narrate, using jazz as meta-language, genealogies, etymologies, cultural
legacies, and Black (hi)stories. In intersecting and complementary ways, Hughes, Henderson,
Sanchez, and Baraka fashioned their griotism from theorizations of artistry as political engagement,
and, in turn, formulated a Black aesthetic based on jazz performativity—on a series of jazz-infused
iterations that form a complex pattern of literary, musical, historical, and political moments in
constant cross-fertilizing dialogues with one another. This form of poetic call-and-response becomes
a definitional literary template for these poets, as it allows both the possibility of intergenerational
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dialogues between poets and musicians and dialogic potential between song and politics, between
Africa and Black America, between vernacular continuums, in their poems.

in african cultural history the griot was a: A Cultural History of Theatre in the Middle
Ages Jody Enders, 2019-08-08 Historically and broadly defined as the period between the fall of the
Roman Empire and the rise of the Renaissance, the Middle Ages encompass a millennium of cultural
conflicts and developments. A large body of mystery, passion, miracle and morality plays cohabited
with song, dance, farces and other public spectacles, frequently sharing ecclesiastical and secular
inspiration. A Cultural History of Theatre in the Middle Ages provides a comprehensive and
interdisciplinary overview of the cultural history of theatre between 500 and 1500, and imaginatively
pieces together the puzzle of medieval theatre by foregrounding the study of performance. Each of
the ten chapters of this richly illustrated volume takes a different theme as its focus: institutional
frameworks; social functions; sexuality and gender; the environment of theatre; circulation;
interpretations; communities of production; repertoire and genres; technologies of performance; and
knowledge transmission.

in african cultural history the griot was a: Afro-Irish Links: A Shared Cultural History
SWIPE, 2019-10-31 This project examines the shared cultural heritage of African and Irish people
commencing with the era of slavery and indentured servitude, when these two cultures worked
alongside each other in the plantations. The triumph of the human spirit ensured that music forms
emerged from these harsh experiences; traditions were retained and modified to produce music that
spoke of pain, exile and reconstitution - a universal language that moves people of all cultures. This
book examines a number of studies on these topics and features interviews with notable academics.
Topics covered include how the Irish came to be in the Caribbean and why Montserrat is known as
the Other Emerald Isle; how the Jamaican Maroons retained African traditions; and how the banjo
became an integral part of folk music in the Caribbean, Ireland and the remote Appalachian
Mountains. Supported by Heritage Lottery Fund.

in african cultural history the griot was a: The African Presence and Influence on the
Cultures of the Americas Brenda M. Greene, 2010-05-11 The African Presence and Influence on
the Cultures of the Americas, an interdisciplinary collection of essays by scholars and writers whose
disciplines include but are not limited to literature, languages, linguistics, history, sociology and
psychology, reflects the complexity and diversity of the historical and cultural legacy of the African
diasporic reality and provides a critical perspective for examining the persistence of African cultural
traditions in the Americas. These writers and scholars explore the ways in which people connected
by moments in history and the common legacies of racism, classism, colonialism and imperialism,
have used literature, music, dance, religion and cultural rites and rituals to survive and resist. The
poetry and prose of Afro-Cuban icon, Nicolas Guillén and Afro-American literary legend, Gwendolyn
Brooks provide a context for exploring these themes. Guillén and Brooks symbolize the triumph of
the human spirit and the “Africanisms” present amongst people who share a common legacy
originating in Africa. Building on the themes in the work of these poets, the scholars and writers in
The African Presence and Influence on the Cultures of the Americas examine the nature, persistence
and impact of these themes in literature, language, music, dance and religion. The scholarship
generated in this collection has implications for the ways in which we read, study and teach cultural
studies, literature, history, language, African American Studies, Caribbean Studies and Africana
Studies.

in african cultural history the griot was a: The SAGE Encyclopedia of African Cultural
Heritage in North America Mwalimu J. Shujaa, Kenya J. Shujaa, 2015-07-13 The Encyclopedia of
African Cultural Heritage in North America provides an accessible ready reference on the retention
and continuity of African culture within the United States. Our conceptual framework holds, first,
that culture is a form of self-knowledge and knowledge about self in the world as transmitted from
one person to another. Second, that African people continuously create their own cultural history as
they move through time and space. Third, that African descended people living outside of Africa are
also contributors to and participate in the creation of African cultural history. Entries focus on



illuminating Africanisms (cultural retentions traceable to an African origin) and cultural continuities
(ongoing practices and processes through which African culture continues to be created and
formed). Thus, the focus is more culturally specific and less concerned with the broader
transatlantic demographic, political and geographic issues that are the focus of similar recent
reference works. We also focus less on biographies of individuals and political and economic ties and
more on processes and manifestations of African cultural heritage and continuity. FEATURES: A
two-volume A-to-Z work, available in a choice of print or electronic formats 350 signed entries, each
concluding with Cross-references and Further Readings 150 figures and photos Front matter
consisting of an Introduction and a Reader’s Guide organizing entries thematically to more easily
guide users to related entries Signed articles concluding with cross-references

in african cultural history the griot was a: Griot Potters of the Folona Barbara E. Frank,
2022-02-02 Griot Potters of the Folona reconstructs the past of a particular group of West African
women potters using evidence found in their artistry and techniques. The potters of the Folona
region of southeastern Mali serve a diverse clientele and firing thousands of pots weekly during the
height of the dry season. Although they identify themselves as Mande, the unique styles and types of
objects the Folona women make, and more importantly, the way they form and fire them, are
fundamentally different from Mande potters to the north and west. Through a brilliant comparative
analysis of pottery production methods across the region, especially how the pots are formed and
the way the techniques are taught by mothers to daughters, Barbara Frank concludes that the
mothers of the potters of the Folona very likely came from the south and east, marrying Mande
griots (West African leatherworkers who are better known as storytellers or musicians), as they
made their way south in search of clientele as early as the 14th or 15th century CE. While the
women may have nominally given up their mothers' identities through marriage, over the
generations the potters preserved their maternal heritage through their technological style, passing
this knowledge on to their daughters, and thus transforming the very nature of what it means to be a
Mande griot. This is a story of resilience and the continuity of cultural heritage in the hands of
women.

in african cultural history the griot was a: The Dark Tree Steven L. Isoardi, 2023-08-07 In
the early 1960s, pianist Horace Tapscott gave up a successful career in Lionel Hampton’s band and
returned to his home in Los Angeles to found the Pan Afrikan Peoples Arkestra, a community arts
group that focused on providing community-oriented jazz and jazz training. Over the course of
almost forty years, the Arkestra, together with the related Union of God’s Musicians and Artists
Ascension collective, was at the forefront of the vital community-based arts movement in Black Los
Angeles. Some three hundred artists—musicians, vocalists, poets, playwrights, painters, sculptors,
and graphic artists—passed through these organizations, many ultimately remaining within the
community and others moving on to achieve international fame. In The Dark Tree, Steven L. Isoardi
draws on one hundred in-depth interviews with the Arkestra’s participants to tell the history of the
important and largely overlooked community arts movement of Black Los Angeles. This revised and
updated edition brings the story of the Arkestra up to date, as its ethos and aesthetic remain vital
forces in jazz and popular music to this day.

in african cultural history the griot was a: Mime into Physical Theatre: A UK Cultural
History 1970-2000 Mark Evans, Simon Murray, 2023-04-03 This is the first book to investigate the
social, political, cultural, artistic and economic forces which created conditions for the rise, success
and decline of mime and physical theatre in the United Kingdom, from the 1970s to 2000. Unpicking
the various routes through which mime and physical theatre emerged into wider prominence, this
book outlines key thematic strands within this history of practice. The book blends historical
description and refl ective analysis. It aims to juxtapose the various histories at play within this field,
giving critical attention to the voices of the artists, funders and venue managers who were there at
the time, particularly recognising the diversity of practitioners and the network of relationships that
supported their work. Drawing upon over 40 original interviews, including, amongst others: Joseph
Seelig, Helen Lannaghan, Steven Berkoff, Julian Chagrin, Annabel Arden, Nola Rae, Denise Wong,



David Glass, Justin Case and Toby Sedgwick, the book offers unique testimonies and memories from
key figures active during these three decades. This wide-ranging account of the history, social
context, key moments and practical methods gives an unparalleled chronicle of one of the UK’s most
vital and pioneering forms of theatre. From undergraduate students to established scholars, this is a
comprehensive account for anyone studying contemporary theatre, theatre history, mime, physical
theatre and the structures that support the performing arts in the United Kingdom.

in african cultural history the griot was a: Facts, Fiction, and African Creative Imaginations
Toyin Falola, Fallou Ngom, 2009-09-11 This volume brings together insights from distinguished
scholars from around the world to address the facts, fiction and creative imaginations in the
pervasive portrayals of Africa, its people, societies and cultures in the literature and the media. The
fictionalization of Africa and African issues in the media and the popular literature that blends facts
and fiction has rendered perceptions of Africa, its cultures, societies, customs, and conflicts often
superficial and deficient in the popular Western consciousness. The book brings eminent scholars
from a variety of disciplines to sort out the persistent fictionalization of Africa, from facts pertaining
to the genesis of powerful cultural, political or religious icons, the historical and cultural significance
of intriguing customs (such as tribal marks), gender relations, causes of conflicts and African
responses, and creative imaginations in contemporary African films, fiction and literature, among
others.

in african cultural history the griot was a: Francophone African Poetry and Drama
Richard J. Gray II, 2014-09-23 Scholars examining literature from former French colonies sometimes
view it wrongly as simply an outgrowth of colonial literature. By suggesting new ways to understand
the multiple voices present, this book explores how Francophone African poetry and theatre in
particular, since the 1960s, constitute both an organic cultural product and a reflection of the
diverse African cultures in which they originate. Themes explored in five chapters include the many
kinds of African identity formation, the resistance to former notions of literary composition as art, a
remapping of social responsibility, and the impact of globalization on Francophone Africa's
participation in world economics, politics and culture. This study highlights the inner workings of
Francophone African literature and suggests a canonization of modern Francophone works from a
world perspective.

in african cultural history the griot was a: A Cultural History of the Atlantic World,
1250-1820 John K. Thornton, 2012-09-10 An overview of the history of the Atlantic Basin before
1830, describing interactions between the inhabitants of Africa, Europe and North and South
America.

in african cultural history the griot was a: Focus: Music of South Africa Carol A. Muller,
2010-04-15 Focus: Music of South Africa provides an in-depth look at the full spectrum of South
African music, a musical culture that epitomizes the enormous ethnic, religious, linguistic, class, and
gender diversity of the nation itself. Drawing on extensive field and archival research, as well as her
own personal experiences, noted ethnomusicologist and South African native Carol A. Muller looks
at how South Africans have used music to express a sense of place in South Africa, on the African
continent, and around the world. Part One, Creating Connections, provides introductory materials
for the study of South African Music. Part Two, Musical Migrations, moves to a more focused
overview of significant musical styles in twentieth-century South Africa -- particularly those known
through world circuits. Part Three, Focusing In, takes the reader into the heart of two musical
cultures with case studies on South African jazz and the music of the Zulu-language followers of
Isaiah Shembe. The accompanying downloadable resources offer vivid examples of traditional,
popular, and classical South African musical styles.

in african cultural history the griot was a: God Warriors Dr. Bruce ]J. Carter, 2008-07-09
There is no available information at this time.

in african cultural history the griot was a: West African Literatures Stephanie Newell,
2006-06-08 The Oxford Studies in Postcolonial Literatures series (general editor: Elleke Boehmer)
offers stimulating and accessible introductions to definitive topics and key genres and regions within




the rapidly diversifying field of postcolonial literary studies in English. This study of West African
literatures interweaves the analysis of fiction, drama, and poetry with an exploration of the broader
political, cultural, and intellectual contexts within which West African writers work. Anglophone
literatures form the central focus of the book, with comparative comments on vernacular literature,
francophone writing and oral literatures, and detailed discussion of selected francophone texts in
translation (e.g., Senghor, Tadjo, Beyala, Ba, Sembene). Moving from a discussion of nationalist and
anti-colonial writing in the period before independence, towards the more experimental writings of
contemporary authors such as Véronique Tadjo (Ivory Coast), Syl Cheney-Coker (Sierra Leone), and
Kojo Laing (Ghana), the book constantly relates texts to the social and political history of West
Africa. Canonical, internationally well-known writers such as Chinua Achebe and Wole Soyinka are
positioned in relation to the literary cultures and debates which surrounded them when they first
produced their seminal texts; the discussions and disagreements which have grown up around their
work in subsequent decades are also considered. The work of new and lesser-known writers is also
considered, including Niyi Osundare (Nigeria) and Kofi Anyidoho (Ghana). In order to convey a sense
of the rich and complex societies that are clustered beneath the umbrella-term 'postcolonial’,
emphasis is placed on West Africa's diverse oral and popular cultures, and the ways in which local
intellectuals and readers have responded to the most prominent authors through the aesthetic
frameworks generated by these forms.

in african cultural history the griot was a: English in Africa, 2005

in african cultural history the griot was a: Black Enterprise , 1977-12 BLACK ENTERPRISE
is the ultimate source for wealth creation for African American professionals, entrepreneurs and
corporate executives. Every month, BLACK ENTERPRISE delivers timely, useful information on
careers, small business and personal finance.

in african cultural history the griot was a: Global Black Narratives for the Classroom: Africa
the Americas and the Caribbean BLAM UK, 2023-12-06 Rather than reserving the teaching of Black
history to Black history month, Black narratives deserve to be seen and integrated into every aspect
of the school curriculum. A unique yet practical resource, Global Black Narratives for the Classroom
addresses this issue by providing primary teachers with a global outline of Black history, culture and
life within the framework of the UK’s National Curriculum. Each topic explored in this essential book
provides teachers and teaching assistants with historical, geographic and cultural context to build
confidence when planning and teaching. Full lesson plans and printable worksheets are incorporated
into each topic, alongside tips to build future lessons in line with the themes explored. Volume II of
this book explores the following parts: Part 1 guides teachers through planning and delivering
lessons focused on Africa. Pupils will benefit from developing a diverse and accurate understanding
of the changing nature of Africa throughout history, linking the continent’s social history with its
geographical features. Part 2 ‘The Caribbean’, builds upon the lesson plans of Part 1 to further
highlight the interconnectedness of diaspora cultures in influencing the musical, visual and religious
practices of the Caribbean and Central America. Part 3 begins by addressing the incorrect
assumption that the history of Black people in the Americas begins and ends with plantation slavery.
Instead, this section proposes a range of in-depth lesson plans on the diverse histories, cultures and
experiences of Black people within the United States. Created by BLAM UK, this highly informative
yet practical resource is an essential read for any teacher, teaching assistant or senior leader who
wishes to diversify their curriculum and address issues of Black representation within their school. It
is published in two practical and comprehensive volumes. Volume 1 covers Britain and Europe,
whilst Volume 2 includes Africa, the Americas and the Caribbean. Each volume can be used
individually for teaching but when used together they provide a truly global perspective on black
history and culture.

in african cultural history the griot was a: Focus Carol Ann Muller, 2008 First Published in
2008. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa company.

in african cultural history the griot was a: Critical Essays on Barack Obama Melvin B.
Rahming, 2011-12-15 This collection of critical essays explores the life and writings of President




Barack Obama. The individual essays, written by a diverse body of scholars, examine specific facets
of Obama’s career - from personal, communal, national and international reactions to his
presidential election; to his controversial contributions to the global conversation about race; his
impact on popular culture and race relations; his literary, political and philosophical visions; his
attitude toward the American constitution; his enactment of new legislation; to the manner in which
he attempts to influence American public policy; and to the implications his presidency holds for
Europe, Africa, and the Caribbean. Ranging far beyond the presentation of personal opinions about
the Obama Administration, these essays offer scholarly perspectives on Obama’s two books, and on
his multidimensional efforts to remove the obstacles to equality of opportunity in the United States.
They also explore Obama’s potential for re-shaping the American social and cultural terrain and, by
extension, for re-vitalizing the American Dream. This book should be of interest to scholars of
political science, literature, history, philosophy, religion and psycho-culture as well as to the general
reading public.

in african cultural history the griot was a: Cameroon Emmanuel Konde, 2015-01-16
Cameroun was conceived in 1947 at the Unicafra Congress in Douala, attended by all the aspiring
political actors, from which sprung Racam (Rassemblement Camerounais) that declared itself the
Cameroun government in embryo. Shocked by that effrontery, the French colonial state immediately
banned Racam. From the ruins of Racam emerged Union des Populations du Cameroun (UPC) in
1948 that stood opposed to French policies in Cameroun. It opposed France in Cameroon for ten
years until the French assassinated its leaderRuben Um Nyobein September 1958. In January 1959
France decolonized and granted Cameroun independence at a time when the people were still
reeling from the trauma of Um Nyobes death. Cameroon: Traumas of the Body Politic examines the
traumatic events that have shaped the contours and influenced the trajectory of Cameroons political
history from the 1940s to the 1990s: the momentous power shifts of 1958 and 1959 in the two
Cameroons; rupture of coastal and hinterland cooperation in Southern Cameroons; the political
revolution called anlu that changed the course of politics in Southern Cameroons; the
disappointment of reunification and the genesis of the Anglophone Problem; Ahidjos quarter-century
reign of terror; the succession schism, attempted coup dtat, political liberalization, and the New
Deal Society experiment; the quest for multipartyism and Operation Ghost Town, etc. These events
are explored anew through critical analysis, synthesis, and re-interpretation with uncommon
explanatory power.
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