in defense of a liberal education

in defense of a liberal education is a crucial discussion in today’s rapidly
evolving educational landscape. As society increasingly emphasizes
specialized skills and technical training, the value of a liberal education
is often questioned. However, a liberal education remains essential for
fostering critical thinking, creativity, and a well-rounded understanding of
the world. It equips students with the ability to adapt, analyze complex
problems, and communicate effectively across various disciplines. This
article explores the multifaceted benefits of a liberal education, addressing
common misconceptions and illustrating its enduring relevance. The following
sections will delve into the intellectual foundations, practical advantages,
and societal impacts of a liberal education, providing a comprehensive
overview of why it deserves continued support and recognition.

e The Intellectual Foundations of a Liberal Education
e Practical Benefits and Career Readiness

e Critical Thinking and Analytical Skills

e Cultural Awareness and Ethical Understanding

e The Societal Impact of a Liberal Education

The Intellectual Foundations of a Liberal
Education

A liberal education is grounded in a broad curriculum that spans the
humanities, social sciences, natural sciences, and arts. This
interdisciplinary approach fosters a comprehensive intellectual foundation,
encouraging students to explore diverse fields of knowledge. Unlike narrowly
focused programs, a liberal education emphasizes the development of
intellectual curiosity and lifelong learning habits. This foundation prepares
individuals not only to absorb information but to synthesize ideas and
challenge assumptions.

Historical Roots and Evolution

The concept of a liberal education dates back to classical antiquity, where
it was designed to cultivate free citizens capable of contributing
thoughtfully to society. Over centuries, it has evolved to incorporate modern
disciplines while maintaining its core focus on broad-based learning.



Understanding this historical context highlights the enduring importance of a
liberal education in shaping informed and engaged individuals.

Core Disciplines and Curriculum

The curriculum of a liberal education typically includes literature,
philosophy, history, mathematics, natural sciences, and the arts. This
variety ensures that students develop versatile skills and knowledge.
Exposure to multiple disciplines enhances cognitive flexibility and enables
learners to make connections across different areas of study, enriching their
overall educational experience.

Practical Benefits and Career Readiness

Contrary to the misconception that a liberal education lacks practical
utility, it offers significant advantages in the professional realm.
Employers increasingly value graduates who possess strong communication,
problem-solving, and interpersonal skills—qualities nurtured by a liberal
education. These competencies are critical in navigating complex work
environments and adapting to changing job markets.

Versatility in a Changing Job Market

In an economy characterized by rapid technological advancement and evolving
industries, the broad skill set imparted by a liberal education provides a
competitive edge. Graduates are often more adaptable and capable of
transitioning between roles and sectors. This versatility is essential for
long-term career success in a dynamic labor market.

Development of Soft Skills

Soft skills such as teamwork, leadership, ethical reasoning, and effective

communication are integral components of a liberal education. These skills

enable graduates to collaborate effectively, lead initiatives, and navigate
workplace challenges with professionalism and empathy.

List of Key Practical Benefits of a Liberal
Education

e Enhanced critical thinking and problem-solving abilities

e Strong written and oral communication skills



e Ability to synthesize and analyze complex information
e Adaptability to diverse professional environments
e Ethical awareness and responsible decision-making

e Interpersonal and leadership capabilities

Critical Thinking and Analytical Skills

At the heart of a liberal education lies the cultivation of critical thinking
and analytical reasoning. These skills enable students to evaluate
information rigorously, question assumptions, and construct well-reasoned
arguments. The ability to think critically is vital not only in academic
settings but also in everyday life and democratic participation.

Encouraging Intellectual Independence

A liberal education encourages intellectual independence by challenging
students to engage with differing perspectives and complex ideas. This
engagement fosters open-mindedness and the capacity to approach problems
creatively and systematically.

Application Across Disciplines

Analytical skills developed through liberal studies are transferable across
various fields, including science, business, law, and public policy. This
cross-disciplinary applicability enhances a graduate’s capability to tackle
multifaceted challenges in diverse contexts.

Cultural Awareness and Ethical Understanding

A liberal education promotes cultural literacy and ethical understanding,
preparing students to participate thoughtfully in a globalized world. By
studying history, philosophy, languages, and the arts, learners gain insight
into different cultures, values, and worldviews.

Fostering Empathy and Social Responsibility

Exposure to diverse perspectives nurtures empathy and a sense of social
responsibility. Graduates are better equipped to contribute to inclusive
communities and address societal issues with sensitivity and insight.



Ethics and Moral Reasoning

Ethical reasoning is a fundamental component of a liberal education,
encouraging individuals to consider the moral implications of their
decisions. This focus on ethics supports the development of principled
leaders and informed citizens.

The Societal Impact of a Liberal Education

The influence of a liberal education extends beyond individual benefits to
encompass broader societal gains. It plays a vital role in sustaining
democratic institutions, fostering civic engagement, and promoting social
cohesion.

Supporting Democratic Participation

By equipping individuals with critical thinking skills and a broad
understanding of history and society, a liberal education empowers informed
participation in democratic processes. Educated citizens are more likely to
engage in voting, public discourse, and community initiatives.

Promoting Innovation and Cultural Advancement

Creativity and innovation often stem from the ability to integrate diverse
ideas and perspectives—an outcome fostered by a liberal education. This
educational approach contributes to cultural enrichment and progress in arts,
sciences, and technology.

List of Societal Benefits of a Liberal Education

Enhanced civic engagement and informed voting

Promotion of social justice and equity

Support for cultural diversity and inclusion

Encouragement of innovation and creativity

e Strengthening of democratic institutions



Frequently Asked Questions

What is meant by a liberal education?

A liberal education refers to a broad-based education that emphasizes
critical thinking, communication skills, and a wide range of knowledge across
humanities, sciences, and social sciences, rather than specialized vocational
training.

Why is a liberal education important in today’s job
market?

A liberal education cultivates adaptable skills such as critical thinking,
problem-solving, and effective communication, which are highly valued in
today’s rapidly changing job market and can prepare graduates for diverse
career paths.

How does a liberal education promote civic
engagement?
By exposing students to diverse perspectives, ethical reasoning, and social

issues, a liberal education encourages informed citizenship and active
participation in democratic processes.

What are common criticisms of a liberal education?

Critics often argue that liberal education is impractical, too broad, and
does not directly prepare students for specific careers, leading to concerns
about employability and return on investment.

How can liberal education be defended against claims
of irrelevance?

It can be defended by highlighting its role in developing transferable
skills, fostering lifelong learning, and nurturing creativity and innovation,
all of which are essential in an unpredictable and complex world.

In what ways does a liberal education foster
critical thinking?
By engaging students with diverse disciplines, encouraging analysis, debate,

and reflection, a liberal education teaches students to evaluate information
critically and make reasoned decisions.



Can a liberal education coexist with professional
training?

Yes, many educational institutions integrate liberal education principles
with professional training to produce well-rounded graduates who have both
specialized knowledge and broad intellectual capabilities.

How does a liberal education contribute to personal
growth?

It encourages self-awareness, ethical understanding, and appreciation of
cultural diversity, helping individuals develop a well-rounded identity and
sense of purpose beyond career goals.

What role does technology play in the future of
liberal education?

Technology can enhance liberal education by providing access to diverse
resources, fostering interactive learning, and preparing students to navigate
and critically assess information in a digital age.

Additional Resources

1. The Closing of the American Mind by Allan Bloom

Allan Bloom’s seminal work critiques the state of higher education in
America, arguing that universities have drifted away from fostering critical
thinking and the appreciation of classical liberal arts. He asserts that a
liberal education is essential for developing well-rounded, thoughtful
citizens. The book emphasizes the importance of engaging with great works of
philosophy, literature, and history to cultivate intellectual depth.

2. In Defense of a Liberal Education by Fareed Zakaria

Fareed Zakaria makes a compelling case for the enduring value of liberal
education in a rapidly changing world. He highlights how a broad-based
education cultivates critical thinking, creativity, and adaptability, which
are crucial in the 21st century. Zakaria also addresses misconceptions about
liberal arts degrees and argues they prepare students for meaningful careers
and informed citizenship.

3. Why Choose the Liberal Arts? by Mark William Roche

Mark William Roche explores the transformative power of liberal arts
education, focusing on its ability to nurture moral and intellectual virtues.
He contends that the liberal arts foster lifelong learning and personal
growth beyond mere job preparation. Roche’s book serves as a defense against
the trend of viewing education purely through a utilitarian lens.

4. The Idea of a University by John Henry Newman
This classic work by John Henry Newman articulates the philosophy behind a



university education rooted in the liberal arts. Newman argues that
universities should aim to cultivate intellect and character rather than
vocational training alone. His vision underscores the importance of a broad,
interdisciplinary approach to education for developing critical and
independent thinkers.

5. Academically Adrift: Limited Learning on College Campuses by Richard Arum
and Josipa Roksa

While this book documents challenges in contemporary higher education, it
also serves as a call to renew commitment to rigorous liberal education. Arum
and Roksa’'s research highlights gaps in student learning and stresses the
need for colleges to prioritize critical thinking and analytical skills. The
findings advocate for reinvigorating liberal education to better serve
students and society.

6. The Liberal Arts Tradition: A Philosophy of Christian Classical Education
by Kevin Clark and Ravi Jain

Clark and Jain present a thoughtful defense of liberal arts education through
the lens of Christian classical education. They argue that the liberal arts
cultivate wisdom and virtue, integrating faith and reason in the pursuit of
truth. The book is a resource for those interested in how classical liberal
education can shape character and intellect in a holistic manner.

7. The Well-Educated Mind: A Guide to the Classical Education You Never Had
by Susan Wise Bauer

Susan Wise Bauer offers a practical guide to the great books and ideas that
form the foundation of liberal education. Her book encourages readers to
engage directly with classic texts to develop critical thinking and cultural
literacy. It serves as both an introduction and a defense of the liberal arts
tradition for lifelong learners.

8. Higher Education in America by Derek Bok

Former Harvard University president Derek Bok provides an insider’s
perspective on the value of higher education, emphasizing the role of liberal
arts in fostering critical inquiry and citizenship. He discusses the
challenges facing universities but affirms the importance of a broad-based
education for personal and societal advancement. Bok’s work is a robust
endorsement of the liberal education ideal amid contemporary pressures.

9. The State of Affairs: Rethinking Infidelity by Esther Perel

Though not directly about liberal education, Esther Perel’s book exemplifies
the application of liberal arts thinking—psychology, philosophy, and cultural
studies—to complex human issues. It highlights the importance of critical
thinking, empathy, and nuanced understanding cultivated through a liberal
education. Perel’s interdisciplinary approach underscores the broader
relevance and defense of liberal learning in everyday life.
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in defense of a liberal education: In Defense of a Liberal Education Fareed Zakaria,
2015-03-30 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER CNN host and best-selling author Fareed Zakaria
argues for a renewed commitment to the world’s most valuable educational tradition. The liberal
arts are under attack. The governors of Florida, Texas, and North Carolina have all pledged that
they will not spend taxpayer money subsidizing the liberal arts, and they seem to have an unlikely
ally in President Obama. While at a General Electric plant in early 2014, Obama remarked, I promise
you, folks can make a lot more, potentially, with skilled manufacturing or the trades than they might
with an art history degree. These messages are hitting home: majors like English and history, once
very popular and highly respected, are in steep decline. I get it, writes Fareed Zakaria, recalling the
atmosphere in India where he grew up, which was even more obsessed with getting a skills-based
education. However, the CNN host and best-selling author explains why this widely held view is
mistaken and shortsighted. Zakaria eloquently expounds on the virtues of a liberal arts
education—how to write clearly, how to express yourself convincingly, and how to think analytically.
He turns our leaders' vocational argument on its head. American routine manufacturing jobs
continue to get automated or outsourced, and specific vocational knowledge is often outdated within
a few years. Engineering is a great profession, but key value-added skills you will also need are
creativity, lateral thinking, design, communication, storytelling, and, more than anything, the ability
to continually learn and enjoy learning—precisely the gifts of a liberal education. Zakaria argues that
technology is transforming education, opening up access to the best courses and classes in a vast
variety of subjects for millions around the world. We are at the dawn of the greatest expansion of the
idea of a liberal education in human history.

in defense of a liberal education: In Defense of a Liberal Education Cynthia L. Weber,
2010

in defense of a liberal education: A Plea for a Liberal Education James King Newton, 1885

in defense of a liberal education: Redefining Liberal Arts Education in the Twenty-First
Century Robert E. Luckett Jr., 2021-05-28 Contributions by William D. Adams, Sarah Archino, Mario
J. Azevedo, Katrina Byrd, Rico D. Chapman, Helen O. Chukwuma, Monica Flippin Wynn, Tatiana
Glushko, Eric J. Griffin, Kathi R. Griffin, Yumi Park Huntington, Thomas M. Kersen, Robert E.
Luckett Jr., Floyd W. Martin, Preselfannie W. McDaniels, Dawn Bishop McLin, Lauren Ashlee
Messina, Byron D'Andra Orey, Kathy Root Pitts, Candis Pizzetta, Lawrence Sledge, RaShell R.
Smith-Spears, Joseph Martin Stevenson, Seretha D. Williams, and Karen C. Wilson-Stevenson
Redefining Liberal Arts Education in the Twenty-First Century delves into the essential nature of the
liberal arts in America today. During a time when the STEM fields of science, technology,
engineering, and math dominate the narrative around the future of higher education, the liberal arts
remain vital but frequently dismissed academic pursuits. While STEAM has emerged as a popular
acronym, the arts get added to the discussion in a way that is often rhetorical at best. Written by
scholars from a diversity of fields and institutions, the essays in this collection legitimize the liberal
arts and offer visions for the role of these disciplines in the modern world. From the arts, pedagogy,
and writing to social justice, the digital humanities, and the African American experience, the essays
that comprise Redefining Liberal Arts Education in the Twenty-First Century bring attention to the
vast array of ways in which the liberal arts continue to be fundamental parts of any education. In an
increasingly transactional environment, in which students believe a degree must lead to a specific
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job and set income, colleges and universities should take heed of the advice from these scholars. The
liberal arts do not lend themselves to the capacity to do a single job, but to do any job. The effective
teaching of critical and analytical thinking, writing, and speaking creates educated citizens. In a
divisive twenty-first-century world, such a citizenry holds the tools to maintain a free society,
redefining the liberal arts in a manner that may be key to the American republic.

in defense of a liberal education: American Educational History Journal Donna M. Davis,
2017-09-01 The American Educational History Journal is a peer-reviewed, national research journal
devoted to the examination of educational topics using perspectives from a variety of disciplines. The
editors of AEH] encourage communication between scholars from numerous disciplines,
nationalities, institutions, and backgrounds. Authors come from a variety of disciplines including
political science, curriculum, history, philosophy, teacher education, and educational leadership.
Acceptance for publication in AEH] requires that each author present a well-articulated argument
that deals substantively with questions of educational history. AEH] accepts papers of two types. The
first consists of papers that are presented each year at our annual meeting. The second type consists
of general submission papers received throughout the year. General submission papers may be
submitted at any time. They will not, however, undergo the review process until January when
papers presented at the annual conference are also due for review and potential publication. For
more information about the Organization of Educational Historians (OEH) and its annual conference,
visit the OEH web site at: www.edhistorians.org.

in defense of a liberal education: The Fate of Liberal Arts in Today's Schools and Colleges
William Hayes, 2015-12-11 It is the purpose of this book to examine the ever-changing meaning of
the term “liberal arts” and to trace its development from antiquity to the present. In doing so, the
text will compare and contrast the values of such an education with the other important objective of
schools and colleges, which is to prepare students with appropriate occupational training. The book
will highlight the arguments of both points of view. In doing so, attention will be paid to the
contributions to society of those who have been exposed to a variety of educational curricula. As part
of the study, the impact of the community college will be considered, along with the impact of recent
initiatives such as the Nation at Risk Report, No Child Left Behind, Race to the Top, and the
Common Core. Finally, the text will conclude with an attempt to suggest the direction that will
determine the fate of liberal arts in schools and colleges.

in defense of a liberal education: Restructuring General Education and Core Curricula
Requirements Tatlock, Julie Christina, 2024-02-07 In academia, a looming challenge threatens the
very foundations of education as we know it. This formidable adversary is none other than the
demographic cliff, a phenomenon that casts a long shadow over the future of higher learning.
Simultaneously, the shifting perceptions of education in our modern world have given rise to fierce
competition for students. This has resulted in a series of revisions in admission and transfer policies,
causing enthusiastic debates about the rightful place of credits within a student's academic journey.
Restructuring General Education and Core Curricula Requirements is a groundbreaking book that
emerges as the solution to these pressing challenges. This remarkable work serves as a beacon of
hope in these turbulent times, offering a comprehensive exploration of the core curricula dilemma
and paving the way for transformative change. It addresses the need for thoughtful reflection on the
meaning of core curricula in the modern world, diving into its history, and presenting innovative
solutions for institutions seeking to provide students with a rigorous and relevant core education.

in defense of a liberal education: The Inklings, the Victorians, and the Moderns Christopher
Butynskyi, 2020-01-28 In The Inklings, the Victorians, and the Moderns, the author examines the
dynamics of a small group of twentieth-century traditionalists who reacted in opposition to the spirit
of the intellectual movements of the modern age. In particular, he draws on the Inklings (e.g., C.S.
Lewis, J.R.R. Tolkien), Christian humanists such as G.K Chesterton, and other proponents of the
Great Books and classical liberal learning to outline a position that eschewed reactionary rejections
of modern thought, but sought to transcend its perceived limitations by asserting the continued
value of myth, religion, liberal education, and ancient texts. They were more than instigators and



wished to reconcile and translate conservative traditional ideas within a progressive modern
scientific context. The author magnifies the intellectual trends in modern Western thought in the
twentieth-century and provides the historical context for the resistance to the prominent and
convincing tenets of modernity. Given the myriad responses, he focuses on a more conservative
response to reductive definitions born out of well-intentioned progressivism. The author approaches
the subject matter from an historical perspective, but utilizes an interdisciplinary discourse to create
a multi-dimensional explanation of the intellectual atmosphere of the twentieth-century.

in defense of a liberal education: The New Education Policy: Shaping India's Future in the
New Era of Education Dr. Manju. N. D, 2025-05-05 The New Education Policy: Shaping India's
Future in the New Era of Education, edited by Dr. Manju, is a comprehensive volume that examines
the transformative impact of India’s National Education Policy (NEP) 2020. Bringing together
insights from scholars and education experts, the book explores key themes such as inclusive
education, digital learning, curriculum reforms, teacher development, and institutional governance.
The chapters analyze how the NEP aims to enhance educational access for marginalized
communities, promote equity, and improve learning outcomes across all levels of education. The
policy’s emphasis on technology integration, multidisciplinary learning, and innovation in pedagogy
is critically discussed. The volume also addresses implementation challenges—ranging from
administrative hurdles and resource constraints to socio-cultural barriers—offering a balanced
perspective on both the opportunities and limitations of the NEP. With its thoughtful analyses and
diverse viewpoints, this collection provides a holistic understanding of the NEP’s potential to shape
an equitable, inclusive, and future-ready education system in India.

in defense of a liberal education: The Challenge of Independent Colleges Christopher C.
Morphew, John M. Braxton, 2017-12 Weerts, Cynthia A. Wells, Letha Zook--William T. Luckey,
President, Lindsey Wilson College

in defense of a liberal education: Higher Education in the Era of the Fourth Industrial
Revolution Nancy W. Gleason, 2018-06-21 This open access collection examines how higher
education responds to the demands of the automation economy and the fourth industrial revolution.
Considering significant trends in how people are learning, coupled with the ways in which different
higher education institutions and education stakeholders are implementing adaptations, it looks at
new programs and technological advances that are changing how and why we teach and learn. The
book addresses trends in liberal arts integration of STEM innovations, the changing role of libraries
in the digital age, global trends in youth mobility, and the development of lifelong learning
programs. This is coupled with case study assessments of the various ways China, Singapore, South
Africa and Costa Rica are preparing their populations for significant shifts in labour market demands
- shifts that are already underway. Offering examples of new frameworks in which collaboration
between government, industry, and higher education institutions can prevent lagging behind in this
fast changing environment, this book is a key read for anyone wanting to understand how the world
should respond to the radical technological shifts underway on the frontline of higher education.

in defense of a liberal education: The Demands of Liberal Education Meira Levinson,
1999-09-23 What should the aims of education be in a liberal society and who should exercise
control over education? How can children be taught to become good citizens of a pluralistic state?
The Demands of Liberal Education seeks to answer these questions by drawing upon political theory,
philosophy of education, and empirical research to develop a liberal theory of children's education
that is provocative and new. The book argues that contrary to the assumptions of many
philosophers, educators, parents and politicians, the liberal state is obligated as a matter of justice
to help all children develop the capacity for autonomy. Levinson argues that liberal governments
should exercise much greater control over schools than they now do.

in defense of a liberal education: The Oxford Handbook of Higher Education in the
Asia-Pacific Region Devesh Kapur, Lily Kong, Florence Lo, David M. Malone, 2023-01-20 Since the
turn of the millennium it has become clear that the Asia-Pacific Region is, economically, the fastest
growing continent in the world, and is likely to remain so for some time despite the setbacks of the



COVID-19 pandemic. Asia-Pacific's share of the world's Gross Domestic Product (GDP) doubled from
15 per cent to 30 per cent between 1970 and 2017 and is projected to account for half of global GDP
by 2050. With South East and South Asia also growing rapidly, with over half the world's population
and three of the world's five largest economies, Asia is soon poised to home half of the world's
middle class - a class that is both the driver and the product of higher education. The quality of a
country's system of higher education may be seen both as a gauge of its current level of national
development as well as of its future economic prospects. It is therefore natural that the putative
Asian Century should generate interest in the region's higher education systems which, on the one
hand, share common characteristics-a fixation with credentials and engineering, high technology
(especially among male students), and business degrees-while at the same time are also highly
differentiated, not only across countries but also within. As such, a better understanding of higher
education achievements, failings, potential, and structural limitations in the Asia-Pacific Region is
imperative. This handbook presents a number of significant country case-studies and documents
cross-cutting trends relating to, among other things: the trilemma faced by governments juggling
competing claims of access, accessible cost, and quality; the balance between teaching and
research; the links between labour markets (demand) and higher education (supply); preferred fields
of study and their consequences; the rise of the research university in Asia; the lure of institutions of
international reputation within the region; new education technologies and their effects; and, trends
in government policy within the wider region and sub-regions.

in defense of a liberal education: Not for Profit Martha C. Nussbaum, 2016-10-25 A
passionate defense of the humanities from one of today's foremost public intellectuals In this short
and powerful book, celebrated philosopher Martha Nussbaum makes a passionate case for the
importance of the liberal arts at all levels of education. Historically, the humanities have been
central to education because they have been seen as essential for creating competent democratic
citizens. But recently, Nussbaum argues, thinking about the aims of education has gone disturbingly
awry in the United States and abroad. We increasingly treat education as though its primary goal
were to teach students to be economically productive rather than to think critically and become
knowledgeable, productive, and empathetic individuals. This shortsighted focus on profitable skills
has eroded our ability to criticize authority, reduced our sympathy with the marginalized and
different, and damaged our competence to deal with complex global problems. And the loss of these
basic capacities jeopardizes the health of democracies and the hope of a decent world. In response
to this dire situation, Nussbaum argues that we must resist efforts to reduce education to a tool of
the gross national product. Rather, we must work to reconnect education to the humanities in order
to give students the capacity to be true democratic citizens of their countries and the world. In a
new preface, Nussbaum explores the current state of humanistic education globally and shows why
the crisis of the humanities has far from abated. Translated into over twenty languages, Not for
Profit draws on the stories of troubling—and hopeful—global educational developments. Nussbaum
offers a manifesto that should be a rallying cry for anyone who cares about the deepest purposes of
education.

in defense of a liberal education: International Teaching and Learning at Universities G.
Slethaug, J. Vinther, 2016-04-30 International Teaching and Learning at Universities investigates
both the positive and the more problematic aspects of the internationalization of education. The flow
of students to universities is no longer unidirectional from East to West but truly global with a
diminishing difference between the two major educational centers. Slethaug and Vinther explain
how liberal education, the movement of students across the globe, autonomy for students and
teachers, and internationalization of education influence each other in constructing a new
educational reality. These elements are vital to the continued development of learning, economic
growth, and the democratic process of our societies in the East and West.

in defense of a liberal education: Universities in Arab Countries: An Urgent Need for
Change Elias Baydoun, John R. Hillman, 2018-05-30 This book provides an overview of the current
state of universities in the Arab world, and how they have the potential to transform society to raise




the quality of life and stimulate wealth. The main themes progress from general to the specific. Each
chapter providing an overview followed by factual analysis and options for the way forward. All of
the major challenges facing universities in general are addressed with reference to issues of
particular importance in the Arab Region. The challenges faced include: the need to accommodate a
social model of life-long learning; the desire for institutional autonomy while interacting with
governments; the availability of open-access online courses and distance learning. Arab universities
are diverse, ranging from those entirely state-controlled and funded, to wholly independent private
universities. The quality of governmental oversight is also variable, and some institutions are clearly
unworthy of the appellation ‘university’. The book comprises of 20 chapters authored by senior
academics with a wide international experience and a commitment to assisting the improvement of
Arab higher educational and research communities.

in defense of a liberal education: St Augustine Ryan N. S. Topping, 2014-10-23 After setting
Augustine's thought firmly within the context of his life and times, Ryan Topping examines in turn
the causes of education (the purposes, pedagogy, curriculum, and limits of learning) as Augustine
understood them. Augustine's towering influence over Medieval and Renaissance theorists - from
Hugh of St Victor, to Aquinas, to Erasmus - is traced. The book concludes by drawing Augustine into
dialogue with contemporary philosophers, exploring the influence of his meditations on higher
education and suggesting how his ideas can reinvigorate for our generation the project of liberal
learning.

in defense of a liberal education: Democracy, Civic Engagement, and Citizenship in
Higher Education William V. Flores, Katrina S. Rogers, 2019-05-24 In the most recent Democracy
Index, the Economic Intelligence Unit downgraded the United States from a “full democracy” to a
“flawed democracy.” Democracy, Civic Engagement, and Citizenship in Higher Education takes a
hard look at the state of American democracy today through the lens of one of the nation’s most
important actors: colleges and universities. Democracy is more than voting: it includes a wide range
of democratic practices and depends on a culture of civic participation. Critical for strengthening
democracy is the role that higher education leaders play in educating their constituencies about
their responsibilities of citizenship. During a period of time when higher education is under pressure
to meet 21st century workforce needs, the authors here exhort to remember the public mission of
education to serve the needs of the democracy, a government by the people means that the people
must be ready to govern. It is in this spirit that these stories are offered to show how institutions
across the country are reclaiming and reinvigorating one of the essential pillars upon which
American democracy is based.

in defense of a liberal education: Border Crossings Henry A. Giroux, 1992 Schooling and
cultural politics - Cultural workers and cultural pedagogy

in defense of a liberal education: In defense of liberal education Fareed Zakaria, 2015
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