iImportance of research in universities

importance of research in universities serves as a cornerstone for academic excellence,
innovation, and societal advancement. Universities are not only centers for teaching but also hubs
where knowledge is created, tested, and expanded. Engaging in rigorous research activities enables
institutions to contribute to scientific discoveries, technological progress, and policy development.
This article explores the multifaceted significance of research within universities, highlighting its role
in enhancing education quality, fostering economic growth, and addressing global challenges. By
understanding the critical functions and benefits of university research, stakeholders can better
appreciate its impact on communities and the broader world. The following sections delve into the key
aspects of research in higher education institutions, outlining why it remains indispensable today.

The Role of Research in Academic Excellence

Driving Innovation and Technological Advancement

e Economic and Social Impact of University Research

Enhancing Student Learning and Development

Challenges and Future Directions in University Research

The Role of Research in Academic Excellence

Research is integral to maintaining and elevating academic standards within universities. It promotes
a culture of inquiry and critical thinking, which are essential components of higher education. Through
research, faculty members contribute original knowledge to their disciplines, ensuring that curricula
remain current and relevant. Institutions known for strong research programs often attract
distinguished scholars and competitive funding, further enhancing their reputation. The continuous
cycle of investigation and discovery enriches academic programs, making universities dynamic
environments for intellectual growth.

Advancing Knowledge Across Disciplines

University research spans diverse fields, from humanities and social sciences to natural sciences and
engineering. This breadth enables comprehensive exploration of complex issues, fostering
interdisciplinary collaboration. By advancing knowledge across disciplines, research helps universities
address multifaceted problems and generate holistic solutions. The creation of new theories,
methodologies, and insights contributes to the global body of knowledge, positioning universities as
leaders in scholarly innovation.



Promoting Faculty Development and Expertise

Active research engagement supports faculty development by encouraging continuous learning and
specialization. Professors and researchers refine their skills and deepen their expertise through
investigations, publications, and conference participation. This professional growth not only benefits
individual academics but also enhances the institution’s overall intellectual capital. Research-active
faculty serve as mentors, inspiring students and junior scholars to pursue inquiry and critical analysis.

Driving Innovation and Technological Advancement

Research in universities plays a pivotal role in fostering innovation and technological progress. By
exploring new ideas and experimenting with emerging technologies, academic researchers contribute
to breakthroughs that can transform industries and improve quality of life. University laboratories and
research centers are incubators for inventions and prototypes, often leading to patents and
commercialization. This innovation ecosystem supports entrepreneurship and collaboration with
private sector partners, amplifying the practical impact of scholarly work.

From Basic Research to Applied Solutions

Universities conduct both fundamental and applied research, each serving distinct but
complementary purposes. Basic research seeks to understand underlying principles and phenomena
without immediate commercial goals, laying the groundwork for future applications. Applied research
translates these findings into practical solutions addressing specific challenges such as healthcare,
energy, and environmental sustainability. The synergy between basic and applied research drives
continuous advancement and societal benefit.

Collaboration with Industry and Government

Partnerships between universities, industry, and government agencies enhance the effectiveness and
reach of research activities. Collaborative projects facilitate the transfer of knowledge and technology,
stimulate economic development, and ensure alignment with public policy priorities. Funding from
diverse sources supports sophisticated research infrastructure and enables ambitious investigations.
These alliances often result in innovation clusters that contribute to regional and national
competitiveness.

Economic and Social Impact of University Research

The importance of research in universities extends beyond academia to generate significant economic
and social value. Research activities create jobs, attract investments, and stimulate local economies
through commercialization and technology transfer. Universities serve as anchors for knowledge
economies, supporting startups and spin-off enterprises that drive growth. Additionally, research
informs public policy and social programs, contributing to improved health, education, and
environmental outcomes.



Job Creation and Economic Growth

University research generates employment opportunities for academics, researchers, technicians, and
administrative staff. Moreover, innovations emerging from research projects can lead to new
businesses and industries, further expanding job markets. The economic benefits extend to
communities surrounding universities, as increased demand for services and infrastructure boosts
local commerce.

Addressing Societal Challenges

Research conducted at universities tackles pressing societal issues such as climate change, poverty,
disease, and social inequality. By providing evidence-based solutions and policy recommendations,
academic research supports informed decision-making by governments and organizations. This
responsiveness to societal needs underscores the social responsibility of universities and elevates
their role as agents of positive change.

Enhancing Student Learning and Development

Integrating research into university education enriches the student experience by fostering critical
thinking, creativity, and problem-solving skills. Students engaged in research projects gain hands-on
experience, developing competencies that prepare them for diverse career paths. Exposure to
cutting-edge knowledge and methodologies cultivates intellectual curiosity and lifelong learning
habits. Universities that emphasize research provide environments where students actively contribute
to knowledge creation.

Undergraduate and Graduate Research Opportunities

Many universities encourage student participation in research through formal programs, internships,
and assistantships. Undergraduate research helps students apply theoretical concepts, while
graduate research involves more specialized, original investigations. These opportunities enhance
academic credentials and improve employability by demonstrating practical skills and initiative.

Developing Transferable Skills

Research involvement equips students with valuable transferable skills such as data analysis,
communication, teamwork, and project management. These competencies are highly sought after in
the job market across various sectors. By working on research teams, students learn collaboration
and adaptability, preparing them for complex professional environments.

Challenges and Future Directions in University
Research

Despite its critical importance, university research faces several challenges that require strategic



responses. Funding constraints, regulatory complexities, and the need for interdisciplinary
approaches demand adaptive management and policy innovation. As the global landscape evolves,
universities must embrace new technologies and collaborative models to sustain and enhance their
research impact. The future of university research lies in balancing academic freedom with societal
relevance and ensuring equitable access to research opportunities.

Funding and Resource Allocation

Securing adequate funding remains a constant challenge for research institutions. Competition for
grants and private investment necessitates effective proposal development and demonstration of
research value. Universities must prioritize resource allocation to maintain state-of-the-art facilities
and attract top talent. Diversifying funding sources and fostering partnerships can mitigate financial
risks.

Embracing Interdisciplinary and Global Collaboration

Complex problems increasingly require interdisciplinary research that transcends traditional academic
boundaries. Universities are expanding collaborative networks locally and internationally to leverage
diverse expertise and perspectives. Global research initiatives enhance knowledge exchange and
amplify impact, positioning universities as key contributors to worldwide challenges.

1. Promotes academic excellence and faculty expertise

2. Drives innovation and technological advancements

3. Generates economic growth and social benefits

4. Enhances student learning and professional development

5. Faces challenges requiring adaptive strategies

Frequently Asked Questions

Why is research considered a core function of universities?

Research is a core function of universities because it drives knowledge creation, promotes innovation,
and enhances the quality of education by integrating cutting-edge discoveries into teaching.

How does research in universities contribute to societal
development?

University research contributes to societal development by addressing real-world problems, informing
policy decisions, fostering technological advancements, and improving health, environment, and



economic conditions.

In what ways does research benefit students in universities?

Research benefits students by developing critical thinking, problem-solving skills, and hands-on
experience, which prepare them for careers and enable them to contribute to their fields effectively.

Why is funding for university research important?

Funding is crucial for university research as it provides the necessary resources for experiments,
equipment, personnel, and dissemination of findings, allowing researchers to pursue innovative
projects that can lead to breakthroughs.

How does university research impact the global academic
community?

University research impacts the global academic community by contributing new knowledge,
fostering international collaborations, and setting academic standards that drive progress across
disciplines worldwide.

What role does research play in enhancing a university's
reputation?

Research enhances a university's reputation by showcasing its contributions to knowledge, attracting
top faculty and students, securing funding, and increasing visibility through publications and
innovations.

How does interdisciplinary research in universities promote
innovation?

Interdisciplinary research combines expertise from multiple fields, leading to novel approaches and
solutions that might not emerge within a single discipline, thereby promoting innovation and
addressing complex challenges effectively.

Additional Resources

1. The Role of Research in Higher Education

This book explores how research activities are integral to the mission of universities. It discusses the
impact of research on academic reputation, student learning, and societal advancement. The author
emphasizes the synergy between teaching and research as a cornerstone of university excellence.

2. Advancing Knowledge: The Importance of University Research

Focusing on the vital role universities play in generating new knowledge, this book highlights various
research models and their contributions to innovation. It examines funding strategies, collaboration
between academia and industry, and the global implications of university-led research.

3. Research and Innovation in Universities: Driving Progress and Development



This volume delves into how universities act as hubs for scientific discovery and technological
advancement. It underscores the significance of interdisciplinary research and the translation of
academic findings into real-world applications.

4. University Research: Foundations for Academic Excellence

The book argues that research is a fundamental pillar supporting teaching quality and institutional
prestige. It provides case studies of universities that have successfully integrated research into their
curricula and campus culture, fostering an environment of inquiry and critical thinking.

5. From Inquiry to Impact: The Power of Research in Higher Education

Highlighting stories of groundbreaking projects, this book illustrates how university research can lead
to societal benefits and policy changes. It also discusses challenges faced by researchers, including
ethical considerations and funding constraints.

6. Building Research Capacity in Universities

This text offers practical guidance on developing robust research programs within universities. It
covers strategies for faculty development, infrastructure investment, and cultivating partnerships that
enhance research output and quality.

7. Research as a Catalyst for University Transformation

Examining the transformative effects of research on university identity and operations, this book
shows how research initiatives can drive institutional change. It explores leadership roles, strategic
planning, and the alignment of research priorities with societal needs.

8. The Nexus of Teaching and Research in Universities

This book investigates the interplay between research activities and teaching methodologies. It
argues that involving students in research projects enriches their educational experience and
prepares them for future challenges.

9. Global Perspectives on University Research Impact

Providing an international overview, this book analyzes how universities worldwide contribute to
economic growth, health advancements, and cultural enrichment through research. It compares
policies and practices that maximize research impact across different regions.
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gifts, state appropriations, student tuition, and revenues from university medical centers--grew
substantially. As a result, traditionally prestigious universities expanded and numerous other
universities were transformed from primarily teaching institutions to significant research centers.
But in the 1990s, research universities have experienced the first protracted challenge to the boom
of the preceeding four decades. This book examines the nature of the challenges to research
universities, and their likely effects on the number, size, and operation of these universities. The
authors assess the prospects for research support from government, industry, and profits from
university medical centers, and conclude that the future does not appear bright in these cases. They
also examine the methods used by the federal government to pay for university research, and
propose changes that would make both universities and the federal government better off by
reducing the administrative costs of federal grants. Their primary conclusion is that in the next
decade American research universities will face increasingly stringent budgets, and will be forced to
shrink and refocus their activities in order to survive as research institutions.

importance of research in universities: Future of the American Public Research
University , 2007-01-01 Public research universities are an integral part of American society. They
play the leading role in educating future leaders in agriculture, engineering, the arts and sciences,
humanities, business, education, and other professions. Public research universities generate the
new products, processes, inventions, discoveries, insights, and interpretations that advance the
human condition. The dominant centers of higher education in many states, public research
universities are increasingly looked upon as major engines of economic development. And, through
outreach, they harness their human and intellectual capital to serve their sponsoring societies. Yet
state investment in public higher education is faltering and the role of public higher education is an
area of ongoing debate. This flagging support, along with the growing perception that higher
education is a private benefit rather than a public good, has put public research universities at a
crossroads. With chapters by leading scholars, this book tackles these challenging issues—on
learning resources; on competition; on the public and private benefits of public research
universities; and on how best to create an environment for engaged learning. It brings into one
collection informed arguments on the key issues facing the American public research university and
serves as a valuable resource to students, scholars, and policy makers who are concerned about the
future of these national assets.

importance of research in universities: The Role of Federally Funded University Research in
The Patent System, S. Hrg. 110-470, October 24, 2007, 110-1 Hearing, * , 2008

importance of research in universities: The Role of Federally Funded University Research in
the Patent System United States. Congress. Senate. Committee on the Judiciary, 2008

importance of research in universities: The Research Mission of Higher Education
Institutions outside the University Sector Svein Kyvik, Benedetto Lepori, 2010-06-08 Even if in
most countries non-university higher education institutions did not have originally a research
mandate, it is well known that in most cases these institutions have progressively developed
research activities and, at least in some countries, the State now has recognized the research role of
these institutions and provided support and funding. Moreover, in many countries the role of
research in polytechnics, ‘fachhochschulen’, ‘hogescholen’, university colleges, etc is on the political
agenda. Despite the importance of the issue, there are very few in-depth studies of research in the
non-university sector. These studies show that the development of research in these institutions
leads to quite complex interactions with universities, both in the sense of convergence (academic
drift) and/or of differentiation of a specific research mandate oriented towards the regional
economy. Therefore, this book aims to fill this gap by first analysing a number of transversal issues
related to the research mission of these institutions. In its second part it gives an overview of the
state of the art in eight European countries.

importance of research in universities: China's Rising Research Universities Robert A.
Rhoads, Ji Baocheng, 2014-09-22 Charts the intentional and accelerated rise of China's research
universities by analyzing how state policy has transformed key institutions. This book addresses how



state initiatives have influenced faculty life and academic culture at these campuses.

importance of research in universities: The Research Mission of the University ,
2009-01-01 This volume presents recent scholarship on the changing research mission of the
university and on the implications of these changes for the university itself. As these papers make
clear the leading nations increasingly view the research mission of the university as a principal
component of national innovation policies. The papers therefore examine the current preoccupation
of higher education policy with concentrating knowledge production to enhance national innovation
and competitiveness and with assessing research. The authors explore how this new policy emphasis
has influenced: research funding mechanisms; research evaluation; initiatives designed to
encourage university knowledge transfer; and reforms of doctoral education. The papers analyse the
impact of these reforms and the response of universities to the changing policy environment. The
volume has a strong comparative focus drawing on research from a range of European countries as
well as from Australia and the United States. It combines papers from some of the leading scholars
in research in higher education together with papers from younger scholars in the field. This is the
first volume in a new series which will publish selected papers from the annual conferences of the
Consortium of Higher Education Researchers (CHER). The volume will be of particular interest to
researchers in the field of higher education, to those who occupy leadership roles in higher
education institutions and to those involved in the development of higher education policy at
national and international levels.

importance of research in universities: Research Universities and the Future of America
National Research Council, Policy and Global Affairs, Board on Higher Education and Workforce,
Committee on Research Universities, 2012-07-08 Research Universities and the Future of America
presents critically important strategies for ensuring that our nation's research universities
contribute strongly to America's prosperity, security, and national goals. Widely considered the best
in the world, our nation's research universities today confront significant financial pressures,
important advances in technology, a changing demographic landscape, and increased international
competition. This report provides a course of action for ensuring our universities continue to
produce the knowledge, ideas, and talent the United States needs to be a global leader in the 21st
century. Research Universities and the Future of America focuses on strengthening and expanding
the partnership among universities and government, business, and philanthropy that has been
central to American prosperity and security. The report focuses on the top 10 actions that Congress,
the federal government, state governments, research universities, and others could take to
strengthen the research and education missions of our research universities, their relationships with
other parts of the national research enterprise, and their ability to transfer new knowledge and ideas
to those who productively use them in our society and economy. This report examines trends in
university finance, prospects for improving university operations, opportunities for deploying
technology, and improvement in the regulation of higher education institutions. It also explores ways
to improve pathways to graduate education, take advantage of opportunities to increase student
diversity, and realign doctoral education for the careers new doctorates will follow. Research
Universities and the Future of America is an important resource for policy makers on the federal and
state levels, university administrators, philanthropic organizations, faculty, technology transfer
specialists, libraries, and researchers.

importance of research in universities: Research Universities in Africa Cloete, Nico,
Bunting, Ian, 2018-11-09 From the early 2000s, a new discourse emerged, in Africa and the
international donor community, that higher education was important for development in Africa.
Within this ‘zeitgeist’ of converging interests, a range of agencies agreed that a different,
collaborative approach to linking higher education to development was necessary. This led to the
establishment of the Higher Education Research and Advocacy Network in Africa (Herana) to
concentrate on research and advocacy about the possible role and contribution of universities to
development in Africa. This book is the final publication to emerge from the Herana project. The
project has also published more than 100 articles, chapters, reports, manuals and datasets, and



many presentations have been delivered to share insights gained from the work done by Herana.
Given its prolific dissemination, it seems reasonable to ask whether this fourth and final publication
will offer the reader anything new. This book is certainly different from previous publications in
several respects. First, it is the only book to include an analysis of eight African universities based
on the full 15 years of empirical data collected by the project. Second, previous books and reports
were published mid-project. This book has benefited from an extended gestation period allowing the
authors and contributors to reflect on the project without the distractions associated with managing
and participating in a large-scale project. For the first time, some of those who have been involved in
Herana since its inception have had the opportunity to at least make an attempt to see part of the
wood for the trees. Different does not necessarily mean new. An emphasis on the ‘newness’ of the
data and perspectives presented in this book is important because it shows that it is more than a
historical record of a donor-funded project. Rather, each chapter in this book brings, to a lesser or
greater extent, something new to our understanding of universities, research and development in
Africa.

importance of research in universities: Universities as Centres of Research and Knowledge
Creation: An Endangered Species? , 2008-01-01 Today, unprecedented emphasis is being placed on
research as key motor for advancing the knowledge society and its offspring, the knowledge
economy. Consequently, “research on the state of research” has moved high on the priority agendas
for governments, for their specialized agencies and bodies devoted to this area, and for higher
education institutions. Against this background, the central premise of the 2006 Global Colloquium
of the UNESCO Forum for Higher Education Research and Knowledge “Universities as Centres of
Research and Knowledge Creation—An Endangered Species” was that research is a key ingredient
in the institutional identity of universities and an indispensable prerequisite for a successful
programme of teaching and public service. Based on contributions to this Colloquium authors from
twenty countries from all regions of the world analyse aspects related to the research function of
universities. This book primarily addresses the variety and gaps in higher education across the
globe, concentrating on the challenges to transitional and developing countries. It addresses the
related issues of research capacity, research productivity, and research relevance and utility.
Research capacity appears as a necessary, but not sufficient, condition for research productivity;
and research productivity must be assessed in terms of utility and relevance. This volume provides a
global range of insights both for policy makers and for higher education and research communities.

importance of research in universities: Science and the University Paula E. Stephan,
Ronald G. Ehrenberg, 2007-09-13 Science and the University investigates the tremendous changes
that have taken place in university research over the past several decades, gauging the current state
of research in higher education and examining issues and challenges crucial to its future. Scientific
research increasingly dominates the aims and agendas of many American universities, and this
proliferation—and changes in the way research is conducted—has given rise to important questions
about the interrelations of higher education, funding for scientific research, and government policy.
The cost of doing science, the commercialization of university research, the changing composition
and number of Ph.D. students, the effect of scientific research on other university programs—these
are just a few of the many issues explored in this volume from the vantage points of scholars in such
diverse fields as economics, biochemistry, genetics, and labor studies.

importance of research in universities: State Governments and Research Universities David
Weerts, 2018-10-11 Originally published in 2002, State Governments and Research Universities
focuses on differences in unrestricted state appropriations for Carnegie Public Research I
Universities during the 1990s. Through statistical analyses and case studies, a framework is
developed that illuminates the impact of higher education governance, institutional characteristics,
and economic, demographic, political, and cultural factors as critical elements determining levels of
state appropriations for public research universities. The framework is strengthened through an
application of organization theories from rational, political, and cultural perspectives. Among its
most valuable contributions, the study places empirical evidence behind the assertion that future




state support for research universities will be contingent on an institution's ability to demonstrate its
service to the state.

importance of research in universities: Unlocking the Power of Higher Education Pasquale
De Marco, 2025-07-11 Higher education is at a crossroads. The traditional model of a residential
campus with a focus on teaching and research is being challenged by new technologies, new
demands from students and employers, and new economic realities. In **Unlocking the Power of
Higher Education**, Pasquale De Marco explores the future of higher education and how
universities can adapt to meet the challenges of the 21st century. This comprehensive guide
provides a roadmap for the future of higher education, examining the key issues and trends that will
shape the landscape of learning in the years to come. From the impact of technology and
globalization to the importance of diversity and inclusion, Pasquale De Marco offers a deep dive into
the challenges and opportunities facing higher education institutions today. With insights from
leading experts and case studies from around the world, **Unlocking the Power of Higher
Education** provides practical advice for university leaders, faculty, staff, and students alike. This
book is an essential resource for anyone who is interested in the future of higher education and its
potential to make a positive impact on the world. **Key Features:** * Explores the changing
landscape of higher education, including the impact of technology, globalization, and new student
demands * Examines the purpose and mission of higher education, and argues for a focus on more
than just job training * Discusses the challenges and opportunities of diversity and inclusion, and
provides suggestions for creating a more welcoming campus * Explores the future of teaching and
learning, and highlights the potential of technology to enhance the learning experience * Examines
the importance of research and scholarship, and discusses the different ways that universities can
support these activities * Analyzes the role of universities in economic and social development, and
provides examples of how universities are driving growth and improving communities * Focuses on
the importance of student success and well-being, and provides suggestions for supporting students
both academically and personally * Examines the stewardship of higher education, and discusses the
role of university presidents, boards of trustees, and faculty in governing these institutions *
Explores the global context of higher education, and highlights the challenges and opportunities of
internationalization **Unlocking the Power of Higher Education** is a must-read for anyone who is
interested in the future of higher education. This book provides a valuable resource for university
leaders, faculty, staff, students, and anyone else who is committed to ensuring that higher education
remains a vital force for good in the world. If you like this book, write a review!

importance of research in universities: Leading and Managing Research in a Post-Soviet
Central Asian Research University Tsediso Michael Makoelle, Riccardo Pelizzo, 2025-07-16 This
volume provides reflective accounts of the research leadership, management and governance
development of the research university in an evolving and transforming education environment. It
addresses how world-class research universities are conceptualized, managed and led both
internationally and within the post-Soviet Central Asian context. The leadership, administrative,
management and governance strategies applicable in an evolving research university within a
transforming context such as the post-Soviet Central Asian context are foregrounded. The insights
and lessons emerging from this volume are critical for universities, responding to challenges and
opportunities of globalisation and internationalisation while aiming to be world-class but also being
locally relevant. This volume makes an interesting read to university leaders, presidents, rectors,
provosts, administrators, research managers, research scholars and students in higher education.

importance of research in universities: Leading Research Universities in a Competitive
World Robert Lacroix, Louis Maheu, 2015-02-01 Although research universities represent only
fifteen to twenty per cent of national university systems worldwide, they provide the bulk of
fundamental research and doctoral training. Written by two veteran university administrators,
Leading Research Universities in a Competitive World focuses on the international ranking systems’
uneven distribution of these institutions in industrialized countries, and the organizational factors
affecting their efficacy, prestige, and performance. Robert Lacroix and Louis Maheu argue that




research universities, despite being embedded within academia’s mindset and rules, have to master
market influences and relationships in order to produce new knowledge and attract the rare talent
and limited financial assets required for successful research and education activities. Comparing the
configuration of higher education systems in the US, UK, France, and Canada, the authors outline
the ways in which research universities, which need public funding and have to engage diverse
forms of state regulation, may possess sufficient autonomy to behave as independent actors. They
demonstrate that reaching an equilibrium between autonomy and state regulation, though
challenging, is an essential element in the success of high performing research universities. Leading
Research Universities in a Competitive World illuminates the operation of these institutions through
substantive quantitative and qualitative datasets to address the fundamental question of why
universities perform differently.

importance of research in universities: Building Technology Transfer within Research
Universities Thomas J. Allen, Rory P. O'Shea, 2014-09-18 Academic thought-leaders in the field of
technology transfer analyze critically the factors behind success-oriented entrepreneurial start-up
cultures on university campuses.

importance of research in universities: Strengthening Teaching and Learning in
Research Universities Bjorn Stensaker, Grahame T. Bilbow, Lori Breslow, Rob van der Vaart,
2017-07-13 This book offers a range of approaches and specific examples of how a sample of
internationally leading research-intensive universities, from a variety of regions around the world,
work to improve teaching and learning. It describes and analyzes broad university initiatives and
approaches that have the potential of driving institution-wide change processes in teaching and
learning, thus providing a link between strategic ambitions and cultural transformation in the
universities. Globally, research-intensive universities are increasingly pressured to increase their
performance in both research and education. However, while much focus internationally has been
devoted to how universities are working to boost their research performance, less is known about
how internationally leading universities are working to improve teaching and learning. Through
comparative cases drawn from universities in Europe, Asia and the US, key practices and lessons are
identified and showcased providing a unique insight into the ways internationally leading research
universities work to support and enhance staff engagement in teaching and learning. It will be
essential reading for researchers and advanced students working in Higher Education and
Sociology, particularly those with an interest in comparative studies.

importance of research in universities: Research Universities and Academic Renaissance in
the Global South Syed Saad Andaleeb, 2025-04-24 This book explores how, through continuous
innovation, solving challenging problems, and transforming outmoded thinking, knowledge opens up
limitless opportunities while providing asymmetric strength to those (individuals, institutions, and
nations) who possess it. From a global perspective, such asymmetries create dependencies and
perpetuate the West’s colonial aspirations, enabling it to exert influence and exact a heavy price.
This volume contends that the Global South must develop its own countervailing knowledge assets,
best expressed through establishing a few high-quality research universities at the outset, embedded
in a carefully nurtured ecosystem and a strong research culture that values curiosity, creativity and
commitment. The state of Bangladesh’s universities provides a canvas to examine the challenges
facing research in the region that developing nations can address creatively to expedite building a
knowledge edifice for self-reliance and national pride.

importance of research in universities: Role of Technology in Promoting Industrial
Competitiveness United States. Congress. Senate. Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation. Subcommittee on Science, Technology, and Space, 1983
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