
imperial rescript on education

imperial rescript on education stands as a significant historical document
that shaped the educational philosophy and policies in Japan during the Meiji
era and beyond. Issued in 1890 by Emperor Meiji, this rescript outlined the
moral and ethical foundations upon which education was to be based,
emphasizing loyalty, filial piety, and patriotism. Its influence extended
across the entire Japanese educational system, aiming to foster citizens who
were both morally upright and devoted to the state. This article explores the
origins, contents, impact, and legacy of the imperial rescript on education,
offering a detailed understanding of its role in Japan’s modernization and
national identity formation. The discussion further addresses the rescript’s
reception domestically and internationally, as well as its relevance in
contemporary educational discourse.
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Historical Background of the Imperial Rescript
on Education
The imperial rescript on education was promulgated during a period of rapid
modernization and nation-building in Japan. Following the Meiji Restoration
of 1868, Japan sought to transform its feudal society into a modern
industrial state. Education became a central tool in this transformation,
with the government aiming to cultivate a disciplined, loyal, and educated
populace that could contribute to national strength. The rescript was
officially issued on October 30, 1890, as a formal declaration from Emperor
Meiji, reflecting the state’s intention to integrate Confucian and Shinto
values with modern educational practices.

The Meiji Era Educational Reforms
Before the imperial rescript on education, Japan underwent significant
educational reforms intended to establish a universal education system. The
government introduced compulsory education laws, established new schools, and



incorporated Western educational methods. However, there was a need to
articulate the moral and ideological framework guiding education, which led
to the creation of the rescript. It served as a moral compass for educators,
students, and citizens, aligning educational objectives with the broader
goals of national unity and loyalty to the emperor.

Emperor Meiji’s Role in Education
Emperor Meiji’s endorsement of the rescript signified the importance of
education as a state-sponsored endeavor. The rescript was read aloud at
school ceremonies, reinforcing the emperor’s central role in Japanese society
and the educational system. This royal endorsement underscored the connection
between education, loyalty to the emperor, and the collective national
identity.

Content and Key Principles of the Rescript
The imperial rescript on education articulated a set of core values and
ethical guidelines intended to shape the character and conduct of Japanese
citizens. The document blended traditional Confucian values with modern state
ideology, emphasizing duties to family and nation.

Core Moral Values
The rescript stressed virtues such as filial piety, respect for elders,
sincerity, diligence, and harmony. It encouraged individuals to cultivate
personal virtues that would contribute to societal stability and cohesion.
These principles were rooted in Confucian ethics, which had long influenced
Japanese culture.

Patriotism and Loyalty to the Emperor
A central theme of the imperial rescript on education was loyalty to the
emperor and the nation. It called upon citizens to devote themselves to the
prosperity and security of the state, reflecting the political ideology of
kokutai, or national polity. This loyalty was presented as both a moral
obligation and a source of national strength.

Excerpts Illustrating Key Messages

"Know ye, our subjects, that the education of the common people shall be
the foundation of the empire."

"Respect the Constitution and observe the laws."



"In all their conduct, the students must strive to cultivate themselves
in accordance with virtues."

"Loyalty and filial piety are the root of all virtues."

Impact on Japanese Education and Society
The imperial rescript on education had a profound influence on the
development of Japan’s educational system and the broader society. It became
a mandatory part of school ceremonies and was memorized by students
nationwide, thus deeply embedding its principles within the cultural fabric.

Integration into the School Curriculum
Schools across Japan incorporated the rescript into daily lessons and moral
education classes. Teachers used it to instill discipline, respect, and a
sense of duty among students. The ritualistic reading of the rescript at
school events helped to reinforce its messages and unify the student body
under shared national values.

Fostering National Identity and Unity
By promoting loyalty to the emperor and emphasizing traditional virtues, the
rescript played a key role in shaping a cohesive national identity. It
supported the government’s efforts to consolidate power and foster patriotism
during a time of rapid social change and external threats.

Influence Beyond Education
The values articulated in the imperial rescript on education extended beyond
schools and into family life and community practices. It influenced social
norms, ethical expectations, and the collective mindset, helping to maintain
social order and support Japan’s modernization efforts.

Criticism and Controversy Surrounding the
Rescript
Despite its widespread acceptance, the imperial rescript on education also
attracted criticism and generated controversy, particularly in the context of
Japan’s militarization and nationalism in the 20th century.



Accusations of Indoctrination
Critics argued that the rescript was used as a tool for political
indoctrination, promoting unquestioning loyalty to the emperor and the state.
This aspect raised concerns about suppressing critical thinking and
individual freedoms within the education system.

International Reactions
The rescript and the moral education it promoted were sometimes viewed
skeptically by foreign observers who associated it with Japan’s growing
militarism. The emphasis on loyalty and obedience was seen as contributing to
the aggressive nationalism that led to conflicts in the Asia-Pacific region.

Post-World War II Reforms
Following Japan’s defeat in World War II, the imperial rescript on education
was officially abolished by the Allied occupation authorities. The post-war
educational reforms emphasized democratic values, individual rights, and
pacifism, marking a significant departure from the rescript’s traditional and
nationalistic focus.

Legacy and Modern Perspectives
The imperial rescript on education remains a historically significant
document that continues to be studied for its role in shaping Japan’s
educational philosophy and national identity. While no longer in official
use, its influence persists in debates about moral education and citizenship.

Historical Significance
The rescript is recognized as a symbol of Japan’s efforts to harmonize
traditional values with modern state-building. It offers insights into the
ways education was employed to foster social cohesion and loyalty during a
critical period of transformation.

Contemporary Discussions on Moral Education
Modern educational policymakers and scholars occasionally revisit the themes
of the imperial rescript on education when discussing the role of moral and
civic education in Japan. Issues such as respect, responsibility, and
national pride remain relevant, albeit framed within democratic and global
contexts.



Preservation and Academic Study
The text of the imperial rescript on education is preserved in museums and
archives, serving as a resource for historians and educators. Its study
contributes to a deeper understanding of Japan’s cultural and political
history.
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Frequently Asked Questions

What was the Imperial Rescript on Education?
The Imperial Rescript on Education was a document issued in 1890 by Emperor
Meiji of Japan that outlined the moral principles and values expected of
Japanese citizens, emphasizing loyalty, filial piety, and patriotism.

When was the Imperial Rescript on Education issued?
The Imperial Rescript on Education was issued on October 30, 1890.

What was the main purpose of the Imperial Rescript
on Education?
Its main purpose was to promote Confucian and Shinto values among Japanese
students, fostering loyalty to the Emperor and encouraging moral education
and civic responsibility.

How did the Imperial Rescript on Education influence
Japanese education?
It became a foundational text in Japanese schools, recited by students daily,
and shaped the moral and nationalistic education system until the end of
World War II.



Who authored the Imperial Rescript on Education?
The Rescript was drafted by statesmen and scholars under the guidance of
Emperor Meiji, with notable influence from Confucian scholars and government
officials.

Why was the Imperial Rescript on Education
abolished?
It was abolished after Japan's defeat in World War II as part of the Allied
Occupation's reforms to democratize education and eliminate militaristic and
ultranationalistic ideology.

What values were emphasized in the Imperial Rescript
on Education?
The Rescript emphasized values such as loyalty to the Emperor, filial piety,
harmony, diligence, and devotion to duty and the nation.

Is the Imperial Rescript on Education still used in
Japan today?
No, the Rescript was officially abolished in 1948, and modern Japanese
education no longer includes its teachings, focusing instead on democratic
and individual rights.

Additional Resources
1. The Imperial Rescript on Education: Origins and Impact
This book explores the historical context and motivations behind the issuance
of the Imperial Rescript on Education in Japan. It examines the political and
cultural forces that shaped the document and its role in reinforcing state
ideology. The author also discusses how the rescript influenced education
policies and practices during the Meiji and Taisho periods.

2. Education and Nationalism in Meiji Japan: The Role of the Imperial
Rescript
Focusing on the relationship between education and nationalism, this work
analyzes how the Imperial Rescript on Education served as a tool for
fostering loyalty to the emperor and the state. It provides a thorough review
of educational reforms and the ways schools implemented the rescript's
principles to cultivate moral and patriotic citizens.

3. Moral Education and the State: The Legacy of the Imperial Rescript
This book delves into the moral and ethical teachings promoted by the
Imperial Rescript on Education. It discusses the rescript's emphasis on
filial piety, loyalty, and duty, and how these values were incorporated into



school curricula. The author also reflects on the long-term effects of these
teachings on Japanese society and education.

4. The Imperial Rescript on Education: A Comparative Perspective
Offering a comparative analysis, this book places the Imperial Rescript on
Education alongside similar educational directives from other countries
during the early 20th century. It highlights similarities and differences in
how states used education to promote national identity and social cohesion.
This perspective sheds light on the uniqueness and commonality of Japan’s
educational approach.

5. From Tradition to Modernity: The Imperial Rescript on Education and
Japan’s Educational Transformation
This volume examines the transition of Japan’s education system from
traditional Confucian values to a modern state-controlled framework
influenced by the Imperial Rescript. It discusses the challenges and debates
surrounding the integration of Western educational models with indigenous
cultural and moral values.

6. Imperial Ideology and Education in Prewar Japan
The book investigates the role of the Imperial Rescript on Education within
the broader context of Japan’s imperial ideology before World War II. It
analyzes how the rescript was used to legitimize imperial rule and mobilize
the population for national goals, including militarization and expansionism.

7. Teaching Loyalty: The Imperial Rescript on Education in Japanese Schools
This work provides an in-depth look at how teachers and educational
authorities interpreted and implemented the Imperial Rescript on Education in
classrooms. It includes firsthand accounts, lesson plans, and educational
materials that reflect the practical application of the rescript’s
principles.

8. Resistance and Compliance: Responses to the Imperial Rescript on Education
This book explores the varied reactions to the Imperial Rescript on Education
among different social groups, including educators, students, and parents. It
highlights cases of both acceptance and resistance, offering insight into the
complexities of imposing state ideology through education.

9. The Enduring Influence of the Imperial Rescript on Education in Postwar
Japan
Focusing on the post-World War II period, this book examines how the legacy
of the Imperial Rescript on Education continued to shape Japanese educational
philosophy and policy. It discusses the reforms that dismantled its authority
and the ways in which its moral and nationalistic ideals persisted or were
transformed in modern Japan.
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