
important events in european history

important events in european history have shaped not only the continent itself but also the
broader course of global development. From ancient times through the modern era, Europe has been
a central stage for pivotal moments that influenced politics, culture, science, and society worldwide.
This article explores some of the most significant milestones that have defined European history,
including transformative periods such as the Renaissance, the Reformation, and the Industrial
Revolution. Additionally, it covers critical conflicts like the World Wars and the Cold War that have
altered the political landscape of Europe. Understanding these important events in European history
provides valuable context for the continent’s current state and its role in global affairs. The sections
below will detail these crucial eras and occurrences, offering a comprehensive overview for those
seeking to grasp Europe's historical evolution.

Ancient and Medieval Europe

The Renaissance and Reformation

The Age of Exploration and Enlightenment

The Industrial Revolution and Social Change

World Wars and 20th Century Turmoil

Post-War Europe and the Cold War Era

Ancient and Medieval Europe
The foundation of European civilization was laid during ancient and medieval times, with important
events in European history occurring throughout these formative periods. The rise and fall of the
Roman Empire established political and legal frameworks that influenced later European societies.
Following the collapse of Rome, the Middle Ages saw the development of feudalism, the spread of
Christianity, and the establishment of kingdoms and empires that would shape the continent’s
future.

The Roman Empire
The Roman Empire was one of the most powerful and enduring political entities in European history.
At its height, it controlled vast territories across Europe, North Africa, and the Middle East. Roman
law, engineering, and culture deeply impacted European civilization. The empire’s decline in the 5th
century AD marked the beginning of the medieval period.



The Middle Ages and Feudalism
The Middle Ages, spanning roughly from the 5th to the 15th century, were characterized by the
feudal system, where land was exchanged for military service and loyalty. This era also witnessed
the rise of the Catholic Church as a dominant force in European life. Important events in European
history during this time include the establishment of the Holy Roman Empire and the Crusades,
which were religious wars that had lasting effects on relationships between Europe and the Middle
East.

Key Medieval Events

The Fall of Constantinople (1453)

The signing of the Magna Carta (1215)

The Black Death pandemic (1347-1351)

The Hundred Years’ War (1337-1453)

The Renaissance and Reformation
The Renaissance marked a revival of art, science, and literature, originating in Italy in the 14th
century and spreading across Europe. This period is considered a bridge between the medieval and
modern worlds. The Reformation in the 16th century challenged the authority of the Catholic
Church, leading to religious fragmentation and significant political changes.

The Renaissance: A Cultural Rebirth
The Renaissance emphasized humanism, innovation, and rediscovery of classical knowledge. Figures
such as Leonardo da Vinci, Michelangelo, and Galileo contributed to advancements in art and
science that reshaped European intellectual life. This era also saw the invention of the printing
press, which facilitated the spread of new ideas.

The Protestant Reformation
Initiated by Martin Luther’s Ninety-Five Theses in 1517, the Protestant Reformation was a religious
movement that contested Catholic Church practices and doctrines. It led to the establishment of
Protestant churches and triggered religious wars and political shifts throughout Europe, profoundly
influencing the continent’s religious landscape.



Important Developments

Rise of humanism and secularism

Advances in art and science

Religious wars such as the Thirty Years’ War (1618-1648)

The Council of Trent and Catholic Counter-Reformation

The Age of Exploration and Enlightenment
The Age of Exploration, beginning in the late 15th century, expanded European influence globally
through voyages of discovery. Following this, the Enlightenment in the 17th and 18th centuries
brought new ideas about government, rights, and reason, influencing revolutions and reforms across
Europe.

European Exploration and Colonization
Explorers like Christopher Columbus, Vasco da Gama, and Ferdinand Magellan opened new trade
routes and established European colonies around the world. This era marked the beginning of
European global dominance, with economic and cultural exchanges that shaped modern history.

The Enlightenment and Intellectual Change
The Enlightenment emphasized reason, science, and individual rights. Philosophers such as John
Locke, Voltaire, and Jean-Jacques Rousseau challenged traditional authority and advocated for
democracy and human rights. These ideas inspired revolutionary movements and social reforms
throughout Europe.

Key Events and Contributions

Discovery of the Americas (1492)

The Scientific Revolution

The American and French Revolutions

Development of modern political philosophy



The Industrial Revolution and Social Change
The Industrial Revolution, beginning in the late 18th century, transformed Europe’s economy and
society through technological innovations and urbanization. This period saw the rise of factories,
mass production, and significant social upheaval that reshaped European life.

Technological and Economic Transformation
New inventions such as the steam engine and mechanized textile production revolutionized
manufacturing. Europe’s shift from agrarian economies to industrial powerhouses led to increased
productivity and wealth, but also created harsh working conditions and social inequalities.

Social and Political Impact
The Industrial Revolution prompted migration to cities and the growth of a working class. It also
spurred political movements advocating for labor rights, social reforms, and the expansion of
suffrage. The rise of socialism and communism emerged as responses to industrial capitalism.

Major Effects of the Industrial Revolution

Urbanization and demographic changes

Growth of the middle class

Labor unions and workers’ rights movements

Expansion of European imperialism fueled by industrial needs

World Wars and 20th Century Turmoil
The 20th century in Europe was marked by two devastating world wars that redefined the
continent’s political and social order. These conflicts resulted in immense loss of life, the collapse of
empires, and the rise of new ideologies that shaped modern Europe.

World War I
World War I (1914-1918) involved most European powers and was triggered by complex alliances
and nationalist tensions. The war caused widespread destruction and led to the downfall of the
Austro-Hungarian, Ottoman, Russian, and German empires. The Treaty of Versailles imposed harsh
penalties on Germany, sowing seeds for future conflict.



World War II
World War II (1939-1945) was the deadliest conflict in European history, involving a struggle
between Axis and Allied powers. The war led to the Holocaust, massive civilian casualties, and
widespread devastation. Post-war Europe faced reconstruction, the emergence of the United States
and Soviet Union as superpowers, and the beginning of the Cold War.

Significant 20th Century Developments

The Russian Revolution (1917)

The rise of fascism and Nazism

Formation of the League of Nations and later the United Nations

The Holocaust and human rights movements

Post-War Europe and the Cold War Era
After World War II, Europe was divided between Eastern and Western blocs, leading to the Cold
War, a period of political tension and ideological conflict. Important events in European history
during this era include the rebuilding of Europe, the creation of the European Union, and the
eventual end of communist regimes in Eastern Europe.

The Cold War Division
Europe was split between NATO-aligned Western democracies and Soviet-controlled Eastern
communist states. This division affected politics, economies, and societies for decades, culminating
in events such as the Berlin Airlift, the construction of the Berlin Wall, and numerous proxy conflicts.

European Integration and Cooperation
To prevent future conflicts and foster economic recovery, European countries established
institutions like the European Coal and Steel Community, which evolved into the European Union.
This integration promoted peace, trade, and political collaboration.

End of the Cold War and Legacy

The fall of the Berlin Wall (1989)

The dissolution of the Soviet Union (1991)



Expansion of NATO and the EU

Transition of Eastern European countries to democracy and market economies

Frequently Asked Questions

What was the significance of the Treaty of Westphalia in
European history?
The Treaty of Westphalia, signed in 1648, ended the Thirty Years' War and is significant for
establishing the concept of state sovereignty and the modern system of nation-states in Europe.

How did the French Revolution impact European politics?
The French Revolution, beginning in 1789, dramatically changed European politics by challenging
absolute monarchy, promoting republican ideals, and inspiring democratic movements across the
continent.

What role did the Industrial Revolution play in shaping
modern Europe?
The Industrial Revolution, starting in the late 18th century, transformed Europe's economy, society,
and technology, leading to urbanization, the rise of a working class, and significant economic
growth.

Why is the fall of the Berlin Wall in 1989 considered a pivotal
event in European history?
The fall of the Berlin Wall symbolized the end of the Cold War, leading to German reunification and
the collapse of communist regimes in Eastern Europe, marking a major shift towards democracy and
European integration.

What were the causes and consequences of World War I in
Europe?
World War I was caused by complex alliances, militarism, nationalism, and imperial rivalries. Its
consequences included massive casualties, the collapse of empires, redrawn borders, and conditions
that led to World War II.

How did the Renaissance influence European culture and
intellectual life?
The Renaissance, beginning in the 14th century, revived interest in classical art, literature, and



humanism, leading to significant advancements in science, philosophy, and the arts throughout
Europe.

Additional Resources
1. The Thirty Years War: Europe's Tragedy
This book offers a detailed account of the Thirty Years War (1618–1648), a devastating conflict that
reshaped the political and religious landscape of Europe. It explores the war’s causes, major battles,
and the complex interplay between Protestant and Catholic states. The author also discusses the
lasting impact of the Peace of Westphalia on sovereignty and international relations.

2. The Fall of the Roman Empire: A New History of Rome and the Barbarians
This work delves into the decline and eventual fall of the Western Roman Empire in the 5th century.
It examines the internal weaknesses of Rome alongside the invasions and migrations of various
barbarian tribes. The book provides insight into how these events paved the way for the medieval
period in Europe.

3. The French Revolution: A Very Short Introduction
Offering a concise yet comprehensive overview, this book covers the causes, major events, and
consequences of the French Revolution (1789–1799). It highlights the social and political upheaval
that dismantled the monarchy and established new ideas about liberty and equality. The narrative
also touches on the revolution’s influence across Europe.

4. Napoleon: A Life
This biography chronicles the rise and fall of Napoleon Bonaparte, one of Europe’s most influential
military and political leaders. The author traces his early life, his campaigns across Europe, and his
eventual exile. The book also reflects on Napoleon’s enduring legacy in shaping modern Europe.

5. The Industrial Revolution: A History in Documents
Focusing on the transformative period of the 18th and 19th centuries, this book uses primary
documents to explore the Industrial Revolution’s impact on European society. It covers technological
innovations, urbanization, and changes in labor and economic structures. The collection provides
firsthand perspectives on how industrialization altered daily life.

6. The World War I: A Short History
This concise history outlines the causes, key battles, and outcomes of World War I (1914–1918). It
examines the complex web of alliances, nationalism, and militarism that led to the conflict. The book
also discusses the war’s profound effects on European borders and societies.

7. The Second World War: Europe 1939–1945
This book provides a comprehensive overview of Europe during World War II, detailing the major
campaigns, political developments, and human experiences. It addresses the rise of fascism, the
Holocaust, and the Allied liberation of Europe. The narrative emphasizes the war’s transformative
impact on the continent.

8. The Cold War: A New History
Covering the tense geopolitical standoff between the Soviet Union and Western powers after World
War II, this book explores the ideological conflict that shaped Europe for nearly half a century. It
discusses events such as the Berlin Blockade, the Cuban Missile Crisis, and the eventual fall of the
Iron Curtain. The author highlights the Cold War’s influence on European integration and security.



9. The European Union: A Very Short Introduction
This book traces the origins, development, and challenges of the European Union, a unique political
and economic partnership formed in the aftermath of World War II. It explains how the EU has
worked to promote peace, stability, and prosperity across Europe. The text also considers
contemporary issues facing the union, including Brexit and economic integration.
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  important events in european history: The Oxford History of Historical Writing José
Rabasa, Masayuki Sato, Edoardo Tortarolo, Daniel Woolf, 2012-03-29 Volume III of The Oxford
History of Historical Writing contains essays by leading scholars on the writing of history globally
during the early modern era, from 1400 to 1800. The volume proceeds in geographic order from east
to west, beginning in Asia and ending in the Americas. It aims at once to provide a selective but
authoritative survey of the field and, where opportunity allows, to provoke cross-cultural
comparisons. This is the third of five volumes in a series that explores representations of the past
from the beginning of writing to the present day, and from all over the world.
  important events in european history: The European History Highway Larry N. Gerston,
2007 Understanding federalism - the form of political organization that unites separate polities
within an overarching political system so that all maintain their political integrity - is central to the
study of democratic government in the United States. Yet, many political scientists treat federalism
as a set of abstract principles or a maze of budgetary transfers with little connection to real political
life. This concise and engaging book boils the discussion down to its essence: federalism is about
power, specifically the tug for power among and within the various levels of government. Author ...
  important events in european history: CliffsNotes AP European History Cram Plan
Malcolm Mafi, 2017-11-14 The perfect AP European History test-prep solution for last-minute
studying! This new edition of CliffsNotes AP European History Cram Plan calendarizes a study plan
for the 107,000 annual AP European History test-takers depending on how much time they have left
before they take the May exam. Features of this plan-to-ace-the-exam product include: • 2-month
study calendar and 1-month study calendar • Diagnostic exam that helps test-takers pinpoint
strengths and weaknesses • Subject reviews that include test tips and chapter-end quizzes •
Full-length model practice exam with answers and explanations
  important events in european history: The Spanish Revolution: A Historical Perspective
Pasquale De Marco, 2025-08-10 The Spanish Civil War was one of the most important events in
European history in the 20th century. It was a conflict that pitted the forces of the democratically
elected government of Spain against a military rebellion led by General Francisco Franco. The war
lasted for three years, from 1936 to 1939, and ended with the victory of Franco's forces. The Spanish
Civil War was a complex conflict with many causes. Some of the most important causes included the
social and economic inequality in Spain, the rise of fascism in Europe, and the intervention of
foreign powers. The war had a profound impact on Spain. It led to the deaths of over half a million
people and the destruction of much of the country's infrastructure. The war also had a lasting impact
on Spanish politics and society. This book provides a comprehensive overview of the Spanish Civil
War. It examines the causes of the war, the course of the fighting, and the war's impact on Spain.
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The book also includes a number of primary source documents, such as speeches, letters, and
diaries, that provide a firsthand account of the war. This book is an essential resource for anyone
who wants to learn more about the Spanish Civil War. It is a well-written and informative book that
provides a balanced and comprehensive overview of one of the most important events in European
history. In addition to the main text, the book also includes a number of helpful features, such as a
glossary of terms, a chronology of events, and a bibliography. These features make the book even
more valuable as a resource for students and scholars. This book is a must-read for anyone who
wants to understand the Spanish Civil War. It is a well-written, informative, and comprehensive book
that provides a balanced and objective overview of one of the most important events in European
history. If you like this book, write a review!
  important events in european history: Teaching 20th-century European History Robert
Stradling, 2001-01-01 Produced for the Council of Europe project Learning and teaching about the
history of Europe in the 20th century, this book concentrates on the how rather than the what of
teaching. Besides a study of selected themes and topics, it covers the teaching of sensitive issues,
the reading of visual archives, analysing history on television and the Internet and assessing new
technologies. Some of these new sources have not been made part of standard teacher training, yet
they have a powerful role in the way young people perceive the past. The author is a Senior
Research Fellow at Leirsinn Research Centre, University of Highlands and Islands Millennium
Institute.
  important events in european history: The European History Highway: A Guide to
Internet Resources Dennis A. Trinkle, Scott A. Merriman, 2017-07-05 This specialized edition of
The History Highway 3.0 guides users to the incredible amount of information on European history
available on the Internet like no other resource. It covers thousands of sites, and the CD-ROM
features the entire contents as PDF files with live links, so that users can put the disk into their
computers, go online, and click directly to the sites. In addition, the best sites for researchers of
every type are highlighted as Editors Choice, and there is also helpful information on Internet
research and evaluating information in an online environment.
  important events in european history: The Oxford Handbook of Early Modern European
History, 1350-1750 Hamish M. Scott, 2015 This Handbook re-examines the concept of early modern
history in a European and global context. The term 'early modern' has been familiar, especially in
Anglophone scholarship, for four decades and is securely established in teaching, research, and
scholarly publishing. More recently, however, the unity implied in the notion has fragmented, while
the usefulness and even the validity of the term, and the historical periodisation which it
incorporates, have been questioned. The Oxford Handbook of Early Modern European History,
1350-1750 provides an account of the development of the subject during the past half-century, but
primarily offers an integrated and comprehensive survey of present knowledge, together with some
suggestions as to how the field is developing. It aims both to interrogate the notion of 'early
modernity' itself and to survey early modern Europe as an established field of study. The overriding
aim will be to establish that 'early modern' is not simply a chronological label but possesses a
substantive integrity. Volume I examines 'Peoples and Place', assessing structural factors such as
climate, printing and the revolution in information, social and economic developments, and religion,
including chapters on Orthodoxy, Judaism and Islam.
  important events in european history: Early European History Hutton Webster, 2019-11-21
In Early European History, Hutton Webster embarks on a comprehensive examination of the
formative years of Europe, tracing the evolution of its cultures, societies, and political structures
from antiquity through the Middle Ages. With a meticulous approach and engaging prose, Webster
employs a narrative style that weaves together historical accounts, archaeological evidence, and
contemporary interpretations. This work situates itself within a wider discourse of historiography,
drawing from and critically engaging with significant literary traditions that explore the complexities
and interdependencies of early European civilizations. Hutton Webster, an accomplished historian,
infused with a passion for unraveling the past, significantly contributed to the academic field with



his extensive research and writings. His educational background and scholarly endeavors enriched
his understanding of the interconnectedness of early European cultures. Through his work, Webster
sought not only to inform but also to provoke critical thought regarding the legacy of early Europe
on contemporary practices and beliefs, illustrating the perpetual relevance of historical inquiry.
Early European History is an essential read for historians, students, and anyone interested in the
foundational stories of Europe. Webster's balanced scholarship provides clarity and depth, making
complex themes accessible to a wide range of readers. This book serves as both an informative
resource and a reflective exploration of the roots shaping modern European identity. In this
enriched edition, we have carefully created added value for your reading experience: - Hand‐picked
Memorable Quotes shine a spotlight on moments of literary brilliance. - Interactive footnotes clarify
unusual references, historical allusions, and archaic phrases for an effortless, more informed read.
  important events in european history: Villagers and Lords in Eastern Europe, 1300-1800
Markus Cerman, 2012-09-03 This new study provides an up-to-date survey of social and economic
developments in early modern Eastern European rural societies. Markus Cerman revises the
traditional images of mighty lords and poor, powerless 'serf peasants', discussing the theories which
led to the assumption that serfdom existed throughout the region. Cerman contrasts the
interpretation of a long-term backwardness with a fresh view of the legal, social and economic status
of villagers, their living standards and their role in actively shaping rural communities. Featuring
helpful tables, a glossary and a comprehensive bibliography, this is a stimulating reassessment for
anyone studying this period and often neglected topic in European history.
  important events in european history: The European Experience Jan Hansen, Jochen Hung,
Jaroslav Ira, Judit Klement, Sylvain Lesage, Juan Luis Simal, Andrew Tompkins, 2023-02-21 The
European Experience brings together the expertise of nearly a hundred historians from eight
European universities to internationalise and diversify the study of modern European history,
exploring a grand sweep of time from 1500 to 2000. Offering a valuable corrective to the
Anglocentric narratives of previous English-language textbooks, scholars from all over Europe have
pooled their knowledge on comparative themes such as identities, cultural encounters, power and
citizenship, and economic development to reflect the complexity and heterogeneous nature of the
European experience. Rather than another grand narrative, the international author teams offer a
multifaceted and rich perspective on the history of the continent of the past 500 years. Each major
theme is dissected through three chronological sub-chapters, revealing how major social, political
and historical trends manifested themselves in different European settings during the early modern
(1500–1800), modern (1800–1900) and contemporary period (1900–2000). This resource is of utmost
relevance to today’s history students in the light of ongoing internationalisation strategies for higher
education curricula, as it delivers one of the first multi-perspective and truly ‘European’ analyses of
the continent’s past. Beyond the provision of historical content, this textbook equips students with
the intellectual tools to interrogate prevailing accounts of European history, and enables them to
seek out additional perspectives in a bid to further enrich the discipline.
  important events in european history: Citizenship Through Secondary History James Arthur,
Ian Davies, David Kerr, Andrew Wrenn, 2003-12-16 Citizenship through Secondary History reveals
the potential of history to engage with citizenship education and includes: a review of the links
between citizenship education and the teaching and learning of history an analysis of how
citizenship education is characterised, raising key issues about what could and should be achieved a
critique of the discipline and the pitfalls to avoid in teaching citizenship through history case studies
offering practical teaching suggestions. History teaching is at the vanguard of citizenship education
- the past is the springboard from which citizens learn to think and act. This book offers positive and
direct ways to get involved in the thinking that must underpin any worthwhile citizenship education,
for all professional teachers, student teachers in history, policy-makers, heads of department and
principals.
  important events in european history: Cracking the AP European History, 2004-2005
Princeton Review, 2004 The fiercer the competition to get into college the more schools require that



students prove themselves in other ways than SAT scores andgrade point averages. The more
expensive college educations become, the more students take advantage of the opportunity to
test-out offirst year college courses.Includes:-2 sample tests with full explanations for all
answers-The Princeton Review's proven score-raising skills and techniques-Complete subject review
of all the material likely to show up on the AP European History exam
  important events in european history: AP European History Premium, Fourteenth Edition:
Prep Book with 5 Practice Tests + Comprehensive Review + Online Practice (2026) Barron's
Educational Series, Seth A. Roberts, 2025-07-01 Be prepared for exam day with Barron’s. Trusted
content from AP experts! Barron’s AP European History Premium, Fourteenth Edition includes
in‑depth content review and online practice. It’s the only book you’ll need to be prepared for exam
day. Written by Experienced Educators Learn from Barron’s‑‑all content is written and reviewed by
AP experts Build your understanding with comprehensive review tailored to the most recent exam
Get a leg up with tips, strategies, and study advice for exam day‑‑it’s like having a trusted tutor by
your side Be Confident on Exam Day Sharpen your test‑taking skills with 5 full‑length practice
tests–2 in the book and 3 more online–plus detailed answer explanations, sample responses, and
scoring guidelines for all questions Strengthen your knowledge with in‑depth review covering all
Units on the AP European History Exam Reinforce your learning with long essay, short-answer, and
multiple-choice practice questions at the end of each chapter Robust Online Practice Determine
which topics you know well and which you need to brush up on with comprehensive practice
assessments for each major time period in European History Continue your practice with 3
full‑length practice tests on Barron’s Online Learning Hub Simulate the exam experience with a
timed test option Deepen your understanding with detailed answer explanations and expert advice
Gain confidence with scoring to check your learning progress Publisher's Note: Products purchased
from 3rd party sellers are not guaranteed by the publisher for quality, authenticity, or access to any
online entities included with the product.
  important events in european history: Philosophers and Religious Leaders Christian von
Dehsen, 2013-09-13 Philosophers and Religious Leaders provides a synopsis of the lives and legacies
of 200 men and women from the areas of religion and philosophy who have changed the world.
These individuals have developed, extended, or exemplified ideas fundamental to the way human
beings perceive the meaning and purpose of their own lives and of their societies. Some have
challenged prevailing convictions and worked for immediate change during their lifetimes; others
have proposed new modes of thinking that have flourished only after their passing.
  important events in european history: Tables of European history, literature, and art, from
A.D. 200 to 1822; and of American history, literature, and art John Nichol, 1884
  important events in european history: Teaching History with Musicals Kathryn Edney,
2017-01-26 Popular media has become a common means by which students understand both the
present and the past. Consequently, more teachers are using various forms of popular culture as
pedagogical tools in the history classroom. With their resurgent popularity—on both the large and
small screens—musicals can be used to engage students as an entertaining source of historical
understanding. In order to facilitate the use of musicals as learning tools, however, teachers of
history need a dependable resource. Teaching History with Musicals is a guide for teaching U.S. and
world history. In addition to covering key themes and concepts, this volume provides an era-by-era
overview of significant issues and related films, a tutorial in using film in historical methodology,
user guides for ten key musical films, and sample exercises and assignments for direct classroom
use. Covering eras from American settlement to the present, this books draws on both classic and
contemporary musical motion pictures, including 1776, Pocahontas, The Jazz Singer, Cabaret,
Footloose, Hairspray, and Rent. This resource enables teachers to effectively use films to examine
key social and cultural issues, concepts, and influences in their historical context. Teaching History
with Musicals will be an invaluable asset to any teacher of history in middle- and secondary school
settings, as well as at the undergraduate level.
  important events in european history: Europe against Revolution Matthijs Lok,



2023-02-21 Contemporary Europe seems to be divided between progressive cosmopolitans
sympathetic to the European Union and the ideals of the Enlightenment, and counter-enlightened
conservative nationalists extolling the virtues of homelands threatened by globalised elites and mass
migration. This study seeks to uncover the roots of historically informed ideas of Europe, while at
the same time underlining the fundamental differences between the writings of the older
counter-revolutionary Europeanists and their self-appointed successors and detractors in the
twenty-first century. In the decades around 1800, the era of the French Revolution,
counter-revolutionary authors from all over Europe defended European civilisation against the
onslaught of nationalist revolutionaries, bent on the destruction of the existing order, or so they
believed. In opposition to the new revolutionary world of universal and abstract principles, the
counter-revolutionary publicists proclaimed the concept of a gradually developing European society
and political order, founded on a set of historical and - ultimately divine - institutions that had
guaranteed Europe's unique freedom, moderation, diversity, and progress since the fall of the
Roman Empire. These counter-revolutionary Europeanists drew on the cosmopolitan Enlightenment
and simultaneously criticized its alleged revolutionary legacy. Throughout the nineteenth and
twentieth centuries, these ideas of European history and civilisation were rediscovered and adapted
to new political contexts, shaping in manifold ways our contested idea of European history and
memory until today.
  important events in european history: Tables of European History, Literature, and Art,
from A. D. 200 to 1882 John Nichol, 1884
  important events in european history: The Communal Age in Western Europe, c.1100-1800
Beat Kümin, 2013-05-24 An essential introductory survey of the towns, villages and parishes in
which people lived in the medieval and early modern periods. Beat Kumin assesses the similarities,
differences and the wider significance of these communities for European society prior to 1800.
  important events in european history: Memory and Change in Europe Małgorzata Pakier,
Joanna Wawrzyniak, 2015-11-01 In studies of a common European past, there is a significant lack of
scholarship on the former Eastern Bloc countries. While understanding the importance of shifting
the focus of European memory eastward, contributors to this volume avoid the trap of Eastern
European exceptionalism, an assumption that this region’s experiences are too unique to render
them comparable to the rest of Europe. They offer a reflection on memory from an Eastern European
historical perspective, one that can be measured against, or applied to, historical experience in other
parts of Europe. In this way, the authors situate studies on memory in Eastern Europe within the
broader debate on European memory.
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