
important asian american figures in history
important asian american figures in history have played pivotal roles in shaping the cultural,
political, and social landscape of the United States. From groundbreaking activists and innovators to
influential artists and political leaders, these individuals have left an indelible mark on American
history. Their contributions span various fields including civil rights, science, literature, and
government, showcasing the diverse impact of Asian Americans throughout the nation's
development. This article explores key Asian American figures who have made significant historical
contributions, highlighting their achievements and legacies. By understanding their stories, one
gains a deeper appreciation of the rich heritage and ongoing influence of Asian Americans in the
United States. The following sections will provide an overview of notable leaders across different
eras and sectors.

Early Pioneers and Civil Rights Activists

Political Leaders and Public Servants

Contributors to Science and Technology

Influential Artists and Writers

Modern Trailblazers and Cultural Icons

Early Pioneers and Civil Rights Activists
The history of Asian Americans in the United States is marked by early pioneers who overcame
significant adversity to establish communities and fight for equal rights. These figures laid the
groundwork for future generations and challenged discriminatory laws and social norms.

Chinatown Founders and Community Leaders
During the 19th century, Asian immigrants, primarily from China, established vibrant communities
such as San Francisco’s Chinatown. Leaders within these communities worked tirelessly to provide
social support and maintain cultural traditions despite widespread discrimination and legal barriers
like the Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882.

Key Civil Rights Advocates
Important Asian American figures in history include civil rights activists who courageously fought
against racial discrimination. For example, Yuri Kochiyama was a prominent activist who advocated
for Japanese American redress and broader social justice causes. Together with others, these
activists challenged unjust policies and advanced the cause of equality.



Chin Lin Sou – early Chinese labor leader

Grace Lee Boggs – philosopher and activist

Fred Korematsu – challenged Japanese internment legally

Yuri Kochiyama – civil rights and human rights advocate

Political Leaders and Public Servants
Asian Americans have increasingly held significant political offices and public service roles,
contributing to policy-making and representing diverse communities at local, state, and national
levels. Their leadership has helped address issues affecting both Asian Americans and broader
society.

Trailblazing Politicians
Notable figures such as Dalip Singh Saund, the first Asian American elected to the United States
Congress, broke barriers in the mid-20th century. More recently, Kamala Harris became the first
Asian American Vice President, symbolizing a historic milestone in American politics. These leaders
have championed policies promoting civil rights, immigration reform, and social equity.

Public Servants and Diplomats
Asian Americans have also served in key diplomatic and governmental roles. For instance, Elaine
Chao served as U.S. Secretary of Labor and Secretary of Transportation, demonstrating the
expanding influence of Asian Americans in federal administration and international relations.

Dalip Singh Saund – first Asian American U.S. Congressman

Norman Mineta – U.S. Secretary of Transportation

Elaine Chao – U.S. Secretary of Labor and Transportation

Kamala Harris – first Asian American Vice President

Contributors to Science and Technology
Important Asian American figures in history have made groundbreaking advances in science,
medicine, and technology, contributing to American innovation and global progress. Their
achievements have enhanced knowledge and improved lives across multiple disciplines.



Innovators and Inventors
Asian American scientists and inventors have been at the forefront of technological development.
For example, Chien-Shiung Wu, a physicist, made critical contributions to nuclear physics and
experimental science. Similarly, many Asian American engineers and computer scientists have
driven innovation in Silicon Valley and beyond.

Medical Pioneers
In medicine, Asian American doctors and researchers have advanced treatments and healthcare
practices. Their work has included breakthroughs in cancer research, surgery, and public health
initiatives, demonstrating the vital role of Asian Americans in improving medical science.

Chien-Shiung Wu – physicist known for the Wu experiment

David Ho – AIDS researcher and virologist

Flossie Wong-Staal – molecular biologist and virologist

Steven Chu – Nobel laureate physicist and former U.S. Secretary of Energy

Influential Artists and Writers
Asian American figures in arts and literature have enriched American culture by sharing diverse
perspectives and narratives. Their creative works have challenged stereotypes and broadened
understanding of Asian American experiences.

Literary Voices
Writers such as Maxine Hong Kingston and Amy Tan have produced landmark literary works that
explore themes of identity, immigration, and cultural heritage. Their contributions have brought
Asian American stories to mainstream audiences and academic discourse.

Visual and Performing Artists
Asian American artists, actors, musicians, and filmmakers have made significant impacts in their
fields. From groundbreaking performances to influential art exhibitions, these cultural figures have
expanded representation and inspired new generations.

Maxine Hong Kingston – author of "The Woman Warrior"

Amy Tan – author of "The Joy Luck Club"



Bruce Lee – martial artist and actor

Lucy Liu – actress and producer

Modern Trailblazers and Cultural Icons
Today’s Asian American leaders continue to break new ground in various arenas, reflecting the
community’s growing influence and visibility. These trailblazers serve as role models and advocates
for future generations.

Entrepreneurs and Innovators
Modern Asian American entrepreneurs have founded successful companies and driven technological
advancements. Their leadership in business and innovation exemplifies the ongoing contributions of
Asian Americans to the U.S. economy and global markets.

Activists and Social Leaders
Contemporary activists address issues such as racial justice, immigration rights, and representation.
Their efforts build on the legacy of earlier civil rights advocates and respond to current challenges
facing Asian American communities.

Jerry Yang – co-founder of Yahoo!

Indra Nooyi – former CEO of PepsiCo

Michelle Kwan – Olympic figure skater and diplomat

Hasan Minhaj – comedian and political commentator

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was the first Asian American to serve in the U.S.
Congress?
Dalip Singh Saund was the first Asian American to serve in the U.S. Congress, elected in 1956
representing California.



What contributions did Grace Lee Boggs make to American
society?
Grace Lee Boggs was a prominent activist, writer, and philosopher who contributed significantly to
civil rights, labor, and Black Power movements in the U.S.

Why is Yuri Kochiyama an important figure in Asian American
history?
Yuri Kochiyama was a civil rights activist known for her work advocating for Asian American, African
American, and Puerto Rican communities, and her friendship with Malcolm X.

Who was Patsy Mink and what did she accomplish?
Patsy Mink was the first Asian American woman elected to the U.S. Congress and co-authored Title
IX, a landmark law prohibiting gender discrimination in education.

What role did Fred Korematsu play during World War II?
Fred Korematsu challenged the U.S. government's internment of Japanese Americans during World
War II, becoming a symbol of resistance against racial injustice.

How did Anna May Wong impact Hollywood and Asian
American representation?
Anna May Wong was the first Chinese American movie star in Hollywood, breaking barriers for
Asian American actors in the early 20th century.

Who is Yo-Yo Ma and why is he significant?
Yo-Yo Ma is a world-renowned Chinese American cellist celebrated for his contributions to classical
music and cultural diplomacy.

What is the significance of Bruce Lee in Asian American
history?
Bruce Lee was a martial artist and actor who challenged stereotypes about Asians in America and
popularized martial arts in the West.

How did Elaine Chao contribute to American politics?
Elaine Chao served as the U.S. Secretary of Labor and Secretary of Transportation, becoming the
first Asian American woman appointed to a U.S. Cabinet position.

Who was I. M. Pei and what is his legacy?
I. M. Pei was a Chinese American architect known for iconic designs such as the Louvre Pyramid in



Paris, influencing modern architecture worldwide.

Additional Resources
1. Farewell to Manzanar: A True Story of Japanese American Experience
This memoir by Jeanne Wakatsuki Houston recounts her family's experiences in the Manzanar
internment camp during World War II. It provides a deeply personal perspective on the challenges
faced by Japanese Americans during this dark chapter in U.S. history. The book highlights themes of
resilience, identity, and the struggle for justice.

2. When the Emperor Was Divine
Written by Julie Otsuka, this novel tells the story of a Japanese American family uprooted from their
home and sent to an internment camp during World War II. Through sparse, poetic prose, Otsuka
captures the emotional and psychological impact on the family members. The book sheds light on a
significant yet often overlooked episode in Asian American history.

3. Asian American Dreams: The Emergence of an American People
Helen Zia explores the history, struggles, and achievements of Asian Americans in this
comprehensive work. The book profiles influential figures and pivotal moments that shaped the
Asian American identity. It delves into issues of immigration, discrimination, and activism.

4. Strange Fruit: Billie Holiday and Asian American Jazz Pioneers
This biography highlights the contributions of Asian American jazz musicians who broke racial and
cultural barriers in the early 20th century. It connects the legacy of Billie Holiday to the broader
narrative of Asian American artistic expression. The book celebrates the fusion of cultural identities
through music.

5. Profiles in Courage: Asian American Trailblazers
This collection of biographies features key Asian American figures who made significant
contributions to politics, science, and the arts. Each story illustrates the perseverance and impact of
these pioneers in American society. The book serves as an inspiring resource for understanding
Asian American leadership.

6. Yellow: Race in America Beyond Black and White
Frank H. Wu examines the racial dynamics affecting Asian Americans and other minority groups in
the United States. The book addresses stereotypes, systemic discrimination, and the quest for
equality. Wu's analysis includes profiles of influential Asian American figures who challenged the
status quo.

7. Unbound Feet: A Social History of Chinese Women in San Francisco
By Judy Yung, this historical account focuses on the lives of Chinese American women in San
Francisco from the late 19th to the mid-20th century. It highlights their struggles against cultural
constraints and their role in shaping the community. The book honors the resilience and
contributions of these often-overlooked figures.

8. My Beloved World
Although primarily about Sonia Sotomayor, this memoir includes reflections on the diverse Asian
American communities she encountered and the broader immigrant experience in America. It offers
insights into the intersections of identity and justice. The book is a testament to perseverance and
the American Dream.



9. Dragon Ladies: Asian American Feminists Breathe Fire
Edited by Sonia Shah, this anthology features essays from Asian American women activists and
leaders. The contributors discuss issues of gender, race, and social justice, highlighting their efforts
to challenge stereotypes and advocate for change. The collection celebrates the voices and impact of
Asian American women throughout history.
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  important asian american figures in history: 25 Events That Shaped Asian American
History Lan Dong, 2019-03-22 This book provides detailed and engaging narratives about 25 pivotal
events in Asian American history, celebrates Asian Americans' contributions to U.S. history, and
examines the ways their experiences have shaped American culture. Asian Americans have made
significant contributions to American history, society, and culture. This book presents key events in
the Asian American experience through 25 well-developed, accessible essays; detailed timelines;
biographies of notable figures; excerpts of primary source documents; and sidebars and images that
provide narrative and visual information on high-interest topics. Arranged chronologically, the 25
essays showcase the ways in which Asian Americans have contributed to U.S. history and culture
and bear witness to their struggles, activism, and accomplishments. The book offers a unique look at
the Asian American experience, from the California Gold Rush in the mid-nineteenth century to the
2017 travel ban. Highlighting events with national and international significance, such as the
Central Pacific Railroad Construction, Korean War, and 9/11, it documents the Asian American
experience and demonstrates Asian Americans' impact on American life.
  important asian american figures in history: Asian American History and Culture: An
Encyclopedia Huping Ling, Allan W. Austin, 2015-03-17 With overview essays and more than 400
A-Z entries, this exhaustive encyclopedia documents the history of Asians in America from earliest
contact to the present day. Organized topically by group, with an in-depth overview essay on each
group, the encyclopedia examines the myriad ethnic groups and histories that make up the Asian
American population in the United States. Asian American History and Culture covers the political,
social, and cultural history of immigrants from East Asia, Southeast Asia, South Asia, the Pacific
Islands, and their descendants, as well as the social and cultural issues faced by Asian American
communities, families, and individuals in contemporary society. In addition to entries on various
groups and cultures, the encyclopedia also includes articles on general topics such as parenting and
child rearing, assimilation and acculturation, business, education, and literature. More than 100
images round out the set.
  important asian american figures in history: Asian American Society Mary Yu Danico,
2014-08-19 Asian Americans are a growing, minority population in the United States. After a 46
percent population growth between 2000 and 2010 according to the 2010 Census, there are 17.3
million Asian Americans today. Yet Asian Americans as a category are a diverse set of peoples from
over 30 distinctive Asian-origin subgroups that defy simplistic descriptions or generalizations. They
face a wide range of issues and problems within the larger American social universe despite the
persistence of common stereotypes that label them as a model minority for the generalized
attributes offered uncritically in many media depictions. Asian American Society: An Encyclopedia
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provides a thorough introduction to the wide–ranging and fast–developing field of Asian American
studies. Published with the Association for Asian American Studies (AAAS), two volumes of the
four-volume encyclopedia feature more than 300 A-to-Z articles authored by AAAS members and
experts in the field who examine the social, cultural, psychological, economic, and political
dimensions of the Asian American experience. The next two volumes of this work contain
approximately 200 annotated primary documents, organized chronologically, that detail the impact
American society has had on reshaping Asian American identities and social structures over time.
Features: More than 300 articles authored by experts in the field, organized in A-to-Z format, help
students understand Asian American influences on American life, as well as the impact of American
society on reshaping Asian American identities and social structures over time. A core collection of
primary documents and key demographic and social science data provide historical context and key
information. A Reader′s Guide groups related entries by broad topic areas and themes; a Glossary
defines key terms; and a Resource Guide provides lists of books, academic journals, websites and
cross references. The multimedia digital edition is enhanced with 75 video clips and features strong
search-and-browse capabilities through the electronic Reader’s Guide, detailed index, and cross
references. Available in both print and online formats, this collection of essays is a must-have
resource for general and research libraries, Asian American/ethnic studies libraries, and social
science libraries.
  important asian american figures in history: Asian American Culture Lan Dong, 2016-03-14
Providing comprehensive coverage of a variety of Asian American cultural forms, including folk
tradition, literature, religion, education, politics, sports, and popular culture, this two-volume work
is an ideal resource for students and general readers that reveals the historical, regional, and ethnic
diversity within specific traditions. An invaluable reference for school and public libraries as well as
academic libraries at colleges and universities, this two-volume encyclopedia provides
comprehensive coverage of a variety of Asian American cultural forms that enables readers to
understand the history, complexity, and contemporary practices in Asian American culture. The
contributed entries address the diversity of a group comprising people with geographically discrete
origins in the Far East, Southeast Asia, and the Indian subcontinent, identifying the rich variations
across the category of Asian American culture that are key to understanding specific cultural
expressions while also pointing out some commonalities. Entries are organized alphabetically and
cover topics in the arts; education and politics; family and community; gender and sexuality; history
and immigration; holidays, festivals, and folk tradition; literature and culture; media, sports, and
popular culture; and religion, belief, and spirituality. Entries also broadly cover Asian American
origins and history, regional practices and traditions, contemporary culture, and art and other forms
of shared expression. Accompanying sidebars throughout serve to highlight key individuals, major
events, and significant artifacts and allow readers to better appreciate the Asian American
experience.
  important asian american figures in history: A New History of Asian America Shelley
Sang-Hee Lee, 2013-10-01 A New History of Asian America is a fresh and up-to-date history of
Asians in the United States from the late eighteenth century to the present. Drawing on current
scholarship, Shelley Lee brings forward the many strands of Asian American history, highlighting
the distinctive nature of the Asian American experience while placing the narrative in the context of
the major trajectories and turning points of U.S. history. Covering the history of Filipinos, Koreans,
Asian Indians, and Southeast Indians as well as Chinese and Japanese, the book gives full attention
to the diversity within Asian America. A robust companion website features additional resources for
students, including primary documents, a timeline, links, videos, and an image gallery. From the
building of the transcontinental railroad to the celebrity of Jeremy Lin, people of Asian descent have
been involved in and affected by the history of America. A New History of Asian America gives
twenty-first-century students a clear, comprehensive, and contemporary introduction to this vital
history.
  important asian american figures in history: The Oxford Handbook of Asian American



History David K. Yoo, Eiichiro Azuma, 2016-01-04 After emerging from the tumult of social
movements of the 1960s and 1970s, the field of Asian American studies has enjoyed rapid and
extraordinary growth. Nonetheless, many aspects of Asian American history still remain open to
debate. The Oxford Handbook of Asian American History offers the first comprehensive commentary
on the state of the field, simultaneously assessing where Asian American studies came from and
what the future holds. In this volume, thirty leading scholars offer original essays on a wide range of
topics. The chapters trace Asian American history from the beginning of the migration flows toward
the Pacific Islands and the American continent to Japanese American incarceration and Asian
American participation in World War II, from the experience of exclusion, violence, and racism to the
social and political activism of the late twentieth century. The authors explore many of the key
aspects of the Asian American experience, including politics, economy, intellectual life, the arts,
education, religion, labor, gender, family, urban development, and legal history. The Oxford
Handbook of Asian American History demonstrates how the roots of Asian American history are
linked to visions of a nation marked by justice and equity and to a deep effort to participate in a
global project aimed at liberation. The contributors to this volume attest to the ongoing importance
of these ideals, showing how the mass politics, creative expressions, and the imagination that
emerged during the 1960s are still relevant today. It is an unprecedentedly detailed portrait of Asian
Americans and how they have helped change the face of the United States.
  important asian american figures in history: Notable Asian Americans Helen Zia, Susan
B. Gall, 1995 Contains brief biographies of over 250 Asian Americans who have achieved national or
international prominence in a variety of fields.
  important asian american figures in history: The Columbia Documentary History of the
Asian American Experience Franklin Odo, 2002 A collection of documents that can serve as a
reference for researchers, students, and the general public, particularly in tandem with Gary
Okihiro's 2001 The Columbia Guide to Asian American History. They were selected to illuminate
issues and events of lasting historical significance for a range of Asian American ethnic groups. The
arrangement is chronological, from before 1900 through 2000. Annotation (c)2003 Book News, Inc.,
Portland, OR (booknews.com).
  important asian american figures in history: The Columbia Guide to Asian American History
Gary Y. Okihiro, 2001 Offering a rich and insightful road map of Asian American history as it has
evolved over more than 200 years, this book marks the first systematic attempt to take stock of this
field of study. It examines, comments, and questions the changing assumptions and contexts
underlying the experiences and contributions of an incredibly diverse population of Americans.
Arriving and settling in this nation as early as the 1790s, with American-born generations stretching
back more than a century, Asian Americans have become an integral part of the American
experience; this cleverly organized book marks the trajectory of that journey, offering researchers
invaluable information and interpretation. * Part 1 offers a synoptic narrative history, a chronology,
and a set of periodizations that reflect different ways of constructing the Asian American past. * Part
2 presents lucid discussions of historical debates--such as interpreting the anti-Chinese movement of
the late 1800s and the underlying causes of Japanese American internment during World War II--and
such emerging themes as transnationalism and women and gender issues. * Part 3 contains a
historiographical essay and a wide-ranging compilation of book, film, and electronic resources for
further study of core themes and groups, including Chinese, Japanese, Filipino, Hmong, Indian,
Korean, Vietnamese, and others.
  important asian american figures in history: A Companion to Asian American Studies Kent
A. Ono, 2008-04-15 A Companion to Asian American Studies is comprised of 20 previously published
essays that have played an important historical role in the conceptualization of Asian American
studies as a field. Essays are drawn from international publications, from the 1970s to the present
Includes coverage of psychology, history, literature, feminism, sexuality, identity politics,
cyberspace, pop culture, queerness, hybridity, and diasporic consciousness Features a useful
introduction by the editor reviewing the selections, and outlining future possibilities for the field Can



be used alongside Asian American Studies After Critical Mass, edited by Kent A. Ono, for a complete
reference to Asian American Studies.
  important asian american figures in history: Women at Indiana University Andrea Walton,
2022-07-05 The first in-depth look at how women have shaped the history and legacy of Indiana
University. Women first enrolled at Indiana University in 1867. In the following years they would
leave an indelible mark on this Hoosier institution. However, until now their stories have been
underappreciated, both on the IU campus and by historians, who have paid them little attention.
Women at Indiana University draws together 15 snapshots of IU women's experiences and
contributions to explore essential questions about their lives and impact. What did it mean to write
the petition for women's admission or to become the first woman student at an all-male university?
To be a woman of color on a predominantly white campus? To balance work, studies, and
commuting, entering college as a non-traditional student? How did women contribute to their
academic fields and departments? How did they tap opportunities, confront barriers, and forge
networks of support to achieve their goals? Women at Indiana University not only opens the door to
a more inclusive and accurate understanding of IU's past and future, but also offers greater visibility
for Hoosier women in our larger understanding of women in American higher education.
  important asian american figures in history: Documents of the Asian American Experience
Noriko Matsumoto, 2025-02-06 This curated and contextualized primary source collection examines
the history of Asian Americans from precolonial times to the present day. From their integral role in
the expansion of transcontinental railroads in the 1800s to Japanese internment during World War II
to being lauded as the “model minority” in the late 20th and early 21st centuries, Asian American
history is inextricable from the larger history of the United States. Yet the contributions, struggles,
and lived experiences of this diverse minority group have often gone unacknowledged. Documents of
the Asian American Experience features more than 80 documents across 17 time periods, including
newspaper articles, personal accounts, federal legislation, propaganda pieces, and more. Readers
will discover the multifaceted experiences of Chinese, Japanese, Korean, Indian, and Filipino
Americans, among others. Essays at the beginning of each section provide an overview of the time
period and the political, economic, and sociocultural factors influencing race relations at the time.
Concise introductions to each document provide necessary background information about the source
and its significance.
  important asian american figures in history: Literature Connections to American
History K6 Lynda G. Adamson, 1997-09-15 Identifying thousands of historical fiction novels,
biographies, history trade books, CD-ROMs, and videotapes, this book helps you locate resources on
American history for students. Each book presents information in two sections. In the first part,
titles are listed according to grade levels within eras and further organized according to product
type. The books cover American history from North America Before 1600 and The American
Colonies, 1600-1774 to The Mid-Twentieth Century, 1946-1975 and Since 1975. The second section
has annotated bibliographies that describe each title and includes publication information and
awards won. The focus is on books published since 1990, and all have received at least one favorable
review. Some books with more illustration than text will be valuable for enticing slow or reticent
readers. An index helps users find resources by author, title, or biographical subject.
  important asian american figures in history: Asian American Autobiographers Guiyou
Huang, 2001-05-30 Asian Americans have made many significant contributions to industry, science,
politics, and the arts. At the same time, they have made great sacrifices and endured enormous
hardships. This reference examines autobiographies and memoirs written by Asian Americans in the
twentieth century. Included are alphabetically arranged entries on 60 major autobiographers of
Asian descent. Some of these, such as Meena Alexander and Maxine Hong Kingston, are known
primarily for their writings; others, such as Daniel K. Inouye, are known largely for other
achievements, which they have chronicled in their autobiographies. Each entry is written by an
expert contributor and provides a reliable account of the autobiographer's life; reviews major
autobiographical works and themes, including fictionalized autobiographies and autobiographical



novels; presents a meticulously researched account of the critical reception of these works; and
closes with a bibliography of primary and secondary sources. An introductory essay considers the
history and development of autobiography in American literature and culture and discusses issues
and themes vital to Asian American autobiographies and memoirs, such as family, diaspora,
nationhood, identity, cultural assimilation, racial dynamics, and the formation of the Asian American
literary canon. The volume closes with a selected bibliography.
  important asian american figures in history: Asian American Psychology Nita Tewari,
Alvin Alvarez, 2009 First Published in 2009. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa
company.
  important asian american figures in history: T&T Clark Handbook of Asian American
Biblical Hermeneutics Uriah Y. Kim, Seung Ai Yang, 2019-05-30 The first reference resource on how
Asian Americans are currently reading and interpreting the Bible, this volume also serves a valuable
role in both developing and disseminating what can be termed as Asian American biblical
hermeneutics. The volume works from the important background that Asian Americans are the
fastest growing ethnic/racial minority population in the USA, and that 42% of this group identifies as
Christian. This provides a useful starting point from which to examine what may be distinctive about
Asian American approaches to the Bible. Part 1 of the Handbook describes six major ethic groups
that make up 85% of Asian population (by country of origin: China, Philippines, Indian Subcontinent,
Vietnam, Korea, Japan) and outlines the specific concerns each group has when its members read
the Bible. Part 2 of the Handbook examines major critical methods in biblical interpretation and
suggests adjustments that may be helpful for Asian Americans to make when they are interpreting
the Bible. Finally, Part 3 provides 25 interpretations by Asian American biblical scholars on specific
texts in the Bible, using what they consider to be Asian American hermeneutics. Taken together the
Handbook interprets the Bible both with and for the Asian American communities.
  important asian american figures in history: Encyclopedia of Muslim-American History
Edward E. Curtis, 2010 A two volume encyclopedia set that examines the legacy, impact, and
contributions of Muslim Americans to U.S. history.
  important asian american figures in history: International Handbook of Historical
Archaeology Teresita Majewski, David Gaimster, 2009-06-07 In studying the past, archaeologists
have focused on the material remains of our ancestors. Prehistorians generally have only artifacts to
study and rely on the diverse material record for their understanding of past societies and their
behavior. Those involved in studying historically documented cultures not only have extensive
material remains but also contemporary texts, images, and a range of investigative technologies to
enable them to build a broader and more reflexive picture of how past societies, communities, and
individuals operated and behaved. Increasingly, historical archaeology refers not to a particular
period, place, or a method, but rather an approach that interrogates the tensions between artifacts
and texts irrespective of context. In short, historical archaeology provides direct evidence for how
humans have shaped the world we live in today. Historical archaeology is a branch of global
archaeology that has grown in the last 40 years from its North American base into an increasingly
global community of archaeologists each studying their area of the world in a historical context.
Where historical archaeology started as part of the study of the post-Columbian societies of the
United States and Canada, it has now expanded to interface with the post-medieval archaeologies of
Europe and the diverse post-imperial experiences of Africa, Latin America, and Australasia. The 36
essays in the International Handbook of Historical Archaeology have been specially commissioned
from the leading researchers in their fields, creating a wide-ranging digest of the increasingly global
field of historical archaeology. The volume is divided into two sections, the first reviewing the key
themes, issues, and approaches of historical archaeology today, and the second containing a series
of case studies charting the development and current state of historical archaeological practice
around the world. This key reference work captures the energy and diversity of this global discipline
today.
  important asian american figures in history: Handbook of Critical Race Theory in Education



Marvin Lynn, Adrienne D. Dixson, 2021-10-25 This handbook illustrates how education scholars
employ Critical Race Theory (CRT) as a framework to bring attention to issues of race and racism in
education. It is the first authoritative reference work to provide a truly comprehensive description
and analysis of the topic, from the defining conceptual principles of CRT in Law that gave shape to
its radical underpinnings to the political and social implications of the field today. It is divided into
six sections, covering innovations in educational research, policy and practice in both schools and in
higher education, and the increasing interdisciplinary nature of critical race research. New chapters
broaden the scope of theoretical lenses to include LatCrit, AsianCrit and Critical Race Feminism, as
well as coverage of Discrit Studies, Research Methods, and other recent updates to the field. This
handbook remains the definitive statement on the state of critical race theory in education and on its
possibilities for the future.
  important asian american figures in history: Encyclopedia of Historians and Historical
Writing Kelly Boyd, 2019-10-09 The Encyclopedia of Historians and Historical Writing contains over
800 entries ranging from Lord Acton and Anna Comnena to Howard Zinn and from Herodotus to
Simon Schama. Over 300 contributors from around the world have composed critical assessments of
historians from the beginning of historical writing to the present day, including individuals from
related disciplines like Jürgen Habermas and Clifford Geertz, whose theoretical contributions have
informed historical debate. Additionally, the Encyclopedia includes some 200 essays treating the
development of national, regional and topical historiographies, from the Ancient Near East to the
history of sexuality. In addition to the Western tradition, it includes substantial assessments of
African, Asian, and Latin American historians and debates on gender and subaltern studies.
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