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illinois state university history department stands as a distinguished academic
division dedicated to the comprehensive study and exploration of historical events,
cultures, and societies. This department offers a robust curriculum designed to equip
students with critical thinking, research, and analytical skills essential for understanding
the complexities of past and present civilizations. Emphasizing a multidisciplinary
approach, the Illinois State University History Department fosters a deep appreciation of
global and American history while encouraging scholarly inquiry and original research.
The department's faculty members are accomplished historians specializing in diverse
fields, providing students with a rich educational experience. Additionally, the program
supports various extracurricular activities such as history clubs, seminars, and public
lectures that enhance student engagement. This article will explore the academic
programs, faculty expertise, research opportunities, and career prospects associated with
the Illinois State University History Department, offering a detailed overview of what
prospective students and historians can expect. The following table of contents outlines
the main topics covered in this article.
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Academic Programs and Curriculum

The Illinois State University History Department provides a comprehensive range of
academic programs designed to cater to undergraduate and graduate students interested
in historical studies. The curriculum is thoughtfully structured to cover various historical
periods, geographical regions, and thematic approaches. Students gain foundational
knowledge through core courses before progressing to specialized electives that align with
their interests.

Undergraduate Degree Programs

The undergraduate offerings include a Bachelor of Arts in History, which emphasizes
critical analysis, writing skills, and historical methodology. Students engage with courses
spanning ancient civilizations, modern history, American history, and non-Western



perspectives. The program integrates primary source analysis and encourages
participation in research projects.

Graduate Degree Programs

Graduate students can pursue a Master of Arts in History, which focuses on advanced
research techniques, historiography, and teaching skills. The graduate program supports
thesis development and prepares students for careers in academia, public history, or
related fields. Comprehensive exams and seminars play a significant role in the academic
rigor of the department.

Specialized Courses and Electives

The department offers a variety of electives that allow students to delve into specific
topics such as:

American Civil War and Reconstruction

History of Science and Technology

European Intellectual History

Global and Transnational History

Gender and Social Movements in History

These courses enhance students' ability to analyze history from multiple perspectives and
develop interdisciplinary approaches.

Faculty and Research Expertise

The Illinois State University History Department boasts a diverse and accomplished
faculty whose research interests span a wide array of historical subjects. Faculty members
are actively engaged in scholarly research, publication, and presentation at national and
international conferences, contributing significantly to the advancement of historical
knowledge.



Areas of Specialization

Faculty expertise covers numerous areas, ensuring a broad spectrum of historical inquiry,
including but not limited to:

Colonial and Revolutionary America

Modern European History

Latin American and Caribbean History

Asian and Middle Eastern History

Public and Oral History

Research Initiatives and Projects

Faculty-led research initiatives often involve interdisciplinary collaboration and aim to
address contemporary issues through a historical lens. These projects include archival
research, digital history, and community engagement, allowing students to participate
actively in scholarly endeavors.

Publication and Academic Contributions

Members of the department regularly publish in peer-reviewed journals, author books, and
contribute chapters to edited volumes. Their work enriches the academic community and
provides students with access to cutting-edge historical scholarship.

Student Opportunities and Resources

The Illinois State University History Department offers numerous opportunities and
resources to support student success both inside and outside the classroom. These
initiatives foster an environment conducive to academic excellence and professional
development.

Internships and Practical Experience

Students have access to internships at museums, archives, historical societies, and



government agencies. These experiences provide practical skills and enhance resumes
while allowing students to apply classroom knowledge in real-world settings.

Student Organizations and Events

The department sponsors history-related student organizations that organize lectures,
workshops, and field trips. These groups encourage networking, leadership development,
and collaboration among history enthusiasts.

Research and Writing Support

Dedicated resources such as writing centers, research workshops, and individualized
faculty mentoring assist students in honing their research and writing capabilities. The
department also hosts annual history conferences and symposiums where students can
present their work.

Career Paths and Alumni Success

Graduates of the Illinois State University History Department pursue diverse career paths
that leverage their historical knowledge and critical thinking skills. The department
emphasizes preparing students for various professional roles in education, public service,
and beyond.

Common Career Trajectories

Alumni have found success in fields such as:

Teaching and Academia

Museum and Archival Work

Public History and Preservation

Government and Public Policy

Law and Journalism



Alumni Network and Mentorship

The department maintains a strong alumni network that facilitates mentorship,
internships, and job placement assistance. This connectivity supports current students in
transitioning from academic environments to professional careers.

Continuing Education and Professional Development

Many graduates pursue advanced degrees or certifications in related fields such as library
science, law, or business, underscoring the versatility of a history degree from Illinois
State University.

Frequently Asked Questions

What programs are offered by the Illinois State
University History Department?
The Illinois State University History Department offers undergraduate and graduate
programs, including a Bachelor of Arts in History and a Master of Arts in History with
various specializations.

Who are some notable faculty members in the Illinois
State University History Department?
Notable faculty members include professors specializing in American history, European
history, and public history, who are recognized for their research and contributions to the
field.

Does the Illinois State University History Department
offer opportunities for undergraduate research?
Yes, the department encourages undergraduate research through independent study
projects, honors theses, and collaboration with faculty members.

What kind of career support does the Illinois State
University History Department provide?
The department offers career advising, internship opportunities, and networking events to
help students pursue careers in education, public history, law, and other fields.



Are there any student organizations related to history at
Illinois State University?
Yes, students can join history-related organizations such as the History Club and Phi Alpha
Theta, the national history honor society.

What research areas are emphasized in the Illinois State
University History Department?
Research areas include American history, European history, African American history,
public history, and the history of science and technology.

Does the Illinois State University History Department
have study abroad programs?
The department supports study abroad programs that allow students to explore historical
sites and cultures relevant to their studies.

How does Illinois State University History Department
integrate technology in its curriculum?
The department incorporates digital history tools, archival databases, and GIS mapping
technology to enhance historical research and learning.

What graduate degrees are available in the Illinois State
University History Department?
Graduate students can pursue a Master of Arts in History with options for thesis and non-
thesis tracks, focusing on various historical specialties.

Are there any public history initiatives at Illinois State
University History Department?
Yes, the department is involved in public history projects, including museum
collaborations, archival work, and community history programs.

Additional Resources
1. The Evolution of Illinois State University: A Historical Perspective
This book offers a comprehensive overview of Illinois State University's growth from its
founding in 1857 to the present day. It explores key events, influential figures, and the
university's role in shaping higher education in Illinois. Readers gain insight into the
social, political, and cultural changes that have impacted the campus and its community.

2. Voices of the Prairie: Illinois State University's Role in Midwestern History



Focusing on the university's connection to the broader Midwest, this book examines how
Illinois State University has contributed to regional history. It highlights research and
scholarship from the History Department that sheds light on Midwestern agricultural,
industrial, and social developments. The text also includes oral histories and archival
materials.

3. From Normal School to Research University: The Illinois State Journey
Tracing the transformation of Illinois State from a teacher training institution to a
comprehensive research university, this book reflects on the academic and administrative
milestones that defined this evolution. It discusses the challenges faced and overcome by
faculty and students alike. The narrative underscores the expanding scope of the History
Department within this context.

4. Illinois State University and the Civil Rights Movement
This volume explores the university’s involvement in the Civil Rights Movement,
highlighting student activism, faculty contributions, and campus policies during the 1960s
and 1970s. It provides detailed accounts of protests, curriculum changes, and community
engagement initiatives. The book situates Illinois State within the national struggle for
equality and justice.

5. Academic Legacies: Prominent Historians of Illinois State University
Profiling notable historians affiliated with Illinois State University, this book showcases
their scholarly work and impact on the field of history. It includes biographical sketches
and summaries of their major publications. The text celebrates the department’s
commitment to academic excellence and mentorship.

6. Campus Chronicles: A Social History of Illinois State University Students
This work delves into the daily lives, traditions, and social movements of Illinois State
University students over the decades. Using photographs, diaries, and student
newspapers, it paints a vivid picture of campus culture. The book highlights how student
experiences reflect broader historical trends.

7. Illinois State University and Illinois Politics: A Historical Analysis
Examining the intersection of the university and state politics, this book investigates how
Illinois State has influenced and been influenced by political developments in Illinois. It
covers faculty research on policy, political activism on campus, and the university’s role in
public affairs. The analysis provides a nuanced understanding of the political landscape.

8. Preserving the Past: Archival Collections at Illinois State University History Department
This volume details the unique archival resources housed within the History Department,
including rare manuscripts, photographs, and oral histories. It discusses efforts to
preserve and digitize these materials for research and education. The book serves as a
guide for scholars interested in Illinois history and university heritage.

9. Teaching History at Illinois State University: A Pedagogical Journey
Focusing on the methods and philosophies of history education at Illinois State, this book
explores curriculum development, innovative teaching practices, and student engagement
strategies. It reflects on how the department adapts to changing educational needs while
maintaining rigorous standards. The text is valuable for educators and historians alike.
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