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illinois professional engineer continuing education requirements are essential for maintaining licensure

and ensuring that licensed engineers remain current with evolving industry standards, technologies,

and ethical practices. The state of Illinois mandates specific continuing education criteria for

professional engineers to promote public safety, enhance professional competence, and uphold the

integrity of the engineering profession. This article provides a comprehensive overview of these

requirements, including who must comply, the types of acceptable continuing education activities,

reporting procedures, and consequences for non-compliance. Understanding these elements is crucial

for licensed professional engineers practicing in Illinois to maintain their credentials legally and

ethically. The discussion will also cover the benefits of engaging in continuing education and provide

practical guidance on how to fulfill the requirements efficiently.
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Overview of Illinois Professional Engineer Continuing Education

Requirements

The Illinois Department of Financial and Professional Regulation (IDFPR) oversees the licensing and

regulation of professional engineers within the state. As part of its mandate, the IDFPR requires

licensed professional engineers to participate in continuing education programs to renew their licenses.

These continuing education requirements ensure that engineers maintain their technical competence

and stay abreast of the latest developments in engineering practice. The continuing education cycle

typically aligns with the license renewal period, which occurs every two years. Licensed engineers

must complete a specified number of professional development hours (PDHs) or continuing education

units (CEUs) within this period to remain in good standing.

Eligibility and Compliance Criteria

Not all engineers licensed in Illinois are subject to continuing education requirements. It is important to

understand who must comply and the specific criteria involved.

Licensed Professional Engineers Subject to Requirements

Any individual holding an active Professional Engineer (PE) license in Illinois must comply with the

continuing education requirements during license renewal. This includes engineers practicing in various

disciplines such as civil, mechanical, electrical, structural, and others. Engineers with inactive or

expired licenses are generally exempt until they reactivate their licenses.

Continuing Education Hour Requirements

The IDFPR mandates that licensed engineers complete a minimum of 30 professional development



hours every two years. These hours must be related to engineering practice and should contribute to

the enhancement of the licensee’s knowledge, skills, or professional ethics. The 30-hour requirement

ensures a consistent level of ongoing professional growth aligned with industry advancements.

Approved Continuing Education Activities

To fulfill the illinois professional engineer continuing education requirements, engineers must

participate in approved educational activities that meet the state’s standards for quality and relevance.

Types of Acceptable Continuing Education

The following activities are recognized by the IDFPR as valid for meeting continuing education

requirements:

Formal courses offered by accredited institutions or professional organizations

Workshops and seminars focused on engineering topics

Technical presentations and conferences related to engineering practice

Self-directed study with verifiable documentation, such as reading technical journals or

completing online courses

Teaching or instructing engineering courses, with credit granted based on preparation and

presentation time

Authoring published technical papers or books relevant to engineering



Ethics and Professionalism Training

In addition to technical education, the IDFPR emphasizes ethics and professional responsibility. A

portion of the required hours must address ethical issues, professional conduct, and regulatory

compliance to ensure engineers uphold the highest standards in their practice.

Reporting and Documentation Process

Accurate reporting and retention of documentation are critical components of compliance with

continuing education requirements in Illinois.

License Renewal and Reporting

Licensed professional engineers must report their completed continuing education hours during the

license renewal process, which occurs biennially. The IDFPR provides specific forms and online

portals for submitting this information. Engineers should carefully document each educational activity,

including the provider, course title, date, and number of hours earned.

Recordkeeping Requirements

It is mandatory for licensees to maintain detailed records of their continuing education activities for a

minimum of four years after the renewal date. Records may be subject to audit by the IDFPR to verify

compliance. Acceptable documentation includes certificates of completion, transcripts, attendance logs,

and written summaries for self-directed study.

Consequences of Non-Compliance

Failure to meet illinois professional engineer continuing education requirements can result in serious

professional consequences.



License Renewal Denial or Suspension

If a licensed engineer does not complete the required continuing education hours or fails to report

them accurately, the IDFPR may deny license renewal or suspend the license. This suspension

prohibits the engineer from legally practicing engineering in Illinois until compliance is achieved.

Penalties and Reinstatement Procedures

In addition to suspension, non-compliance can lead to fines or other disciplinary actions. To reinstate a

suspended license, engineers must complete the outstanding continuing education hours and fulfill any

additional IDFPR requirements. Prompt compliance and transparent communication with the regulatory

board are essential to minimize penalties.

Benefits of Continuing Education for Professional Engineers

Beyond regulatory compliance, continuing education offers numerous benefits to professional

engineers in Illinois.

Enhancement of Technical Skills

Continuing education enables engineers to stay current with technological advancements, new design

methodologies, and updated codes and standards. This ongoing learning strengthens technical

competence and improves project outcomes.

Career Advancement Opportunities

Engineers who actively pursue continuing education demonstrate commitment to professional growth,

which can lead to promotions, specialized roles, and increased earning potential. Employers often

value engineers who maintain current knowledge and skills.



Improved Public Safety and Ethical Practice

By engaging in ethics training and staying informed on regulatory changes, engineers contribute to

safer infrastructure and responsible professional conduct, ultimately protecting public welfare.

Tips for Meeting Continuing Education Requirements

Efficiently fulfilling illinois professional engineer continuing education requirements involves strategic

planning and resource management.

Plan Ahead and Track Hours

Start early in the renewal cycle to identify courses and activities that fit your schedule and interests.

Maintain a detailed log of completed hours to simplify reporting.

Utilize Online and Local Resources

Many professional organizations and universities offer online courses and webinars tailored to

engineering professionals. Local chapters of engineering societies often host workshops and seminars

that count toward continuing education credits.

Combine Activities for Maximum Credit

Consider diversifying your learning methods by combining formal courses, seminars, and self-study to

meet the total hour requirement while enhancing different skill areas.



Frequently Asked Questions

What are the continuing education requirements for professional

engineers in Illinois?

Professional engineers in Illinois must complete 30 professional development hours (PDHs) every two

years to renew their licenses.

How often do Illinois professional engineers need to renew their

licenses?

Illinois professional engineers are required to renew their licenses every two years.

What types of activities qualify for continuing education credits for

Illinois PEs?

Qualifying activities include attending seminars, workshops, courses, webinars, publishing technical

papers, and teaching engineering subjects.

Are there any specific subject requirements for continuing education

for Illinois PEs?

The continuing education must be relevant to the practice of engineering and promote the professional

competency of the licensee.

Is there a limit on self-study hours for Illinois professional engineers’

continuing education?

Yes, self-study activities such as online courses can be counted but are generally limited to a portion

of the total PDHs required; specifics should be verified with the Illinois Department of Financial and

Professional Regulation.



Do Illinois professional engineers need to submit proof of continuing

education when renewing their license?

Currently, Illinois PEs must maintain records of their continuing education activities but are not required

to submit proof with the renewal application unless audited.

Are continuing education requirements waived for newly licensed

engineers in Illinois?

Newly licensed professional engineers in Illinois are typically exempt from continuing education

requirements for their first renewal period.

What happens if an Illinois professional engineer fails to meet the

continuing education requirements?

Failure to meet the continuing education requirements can result in license suspension or denial of

renewal until requirements are fulfilled.

Where can Illinois professional engineers find approved continuing

education providers?

Approved providers can be found through professional engineering societies, the Illinois Department of

Financial and Professional Regulation website, and accredited educational institutions.

Can Illinois professional engineers carry over excess continuing

education hours to the next renewal period?

No, excess continuing education hours generally cannot be carried over to the next renewal period in

Illinois.



Additional Resources

1. Illinois Professional Engineer Licensing and Continuing Education Guide

This comprehensive guide covers all aspects of obtaining and maintaining a professional engineering

license in Illinois. It details the continuing education requirements, including mandatory hours,

acceptable course types, and reporting procedures. Engineers will find practical advice on how to stay

compliant with state regulations and advance their careers.

2. Continuing Professional Development for Engineers in Illinois

Focused specifically on continuing education, this book outlines the best practices for professional

development within the engineering sector in Illinois. It emphasizes the importance of lifelong learning

and provides strategies for selecting relevant courses and seminars. The text also explains how to

document and submit continuing education credits to the Illinois Department of Financial and

Professional Regulation (IDFPR).

3. Illinois PE Exam and License Renewal Handbook

Ideal for newly licensed engineers and those preparing for renewal, this handbook explains the Illinois

PE exam process and the continuing education requirements for license renewal. It includes timelines,

required documentation, and tips on meeting the state's professional development standards. The book

serves as a step-by-step resource to ensure engineers maintain their licensure without interruption.

4. Legal and Ethical Requirements for Illinois Professional Engineers

This title delves into the legal framework governing professional engineers in Illinois, including

continuing education mandates related to ethics and professional responsibility. It discusses the role of

continuing education in upholding ethical standards and preventing violations. Engineers will gain a

deeper understanding of their legal obligations and how ongoing education supports compliance.

5. Continuing Education Courses for Illinois Engineers: A Practical Guide

A practical resource listing approved and recommended continuing education courses for Illinois

professional engineers. The book categorizes courses by discipline and delivery method, such as

online, in-person, or seminars. It also provides guidance on selecting courses that fulfill state

requirements and enhance professional skills.



6. Illinois Professional Engineering License Renewal: Policies and Procedures

This detailed manual outlines the policies, procedures, and deadlines related to license renewal for

professional engineers in Illinois. It highlights the continuing education credits needed and explains

how to handle audits and renewals through the IDFPR system. The book is essential for staying

informed about regulatory updates and avoiding penalties.

7. Engineering Continuing Education Compliance in Illinois

An analytical look at compliance issues surrounding continuing education for Illinois PEs, this book

examines case studies and common pitfalls. It offers advice on recordkeeping, course selection, and

dealing with audits. Engineers will benefit from its practical tips to maintain compliance and protect

their professional standing.

8. Career Advancement for Illinois Professional Engineers through Continuing Education

This book explores how continuing education can be leveraged not only for license maintenance but

also for career growth. It presents strategies for selecting courses that align with emerging

technologies and industry trends in Illinois. Readers will learn how to use continuing education to

expand expertise and open new professional opportunities.

9. State-Specific Continuing Education Requirements for Professional Engineers: Illinois Edition

As part of a series covering various states, this edition focuses exclusively on Illinois' continuing

education rules and regulations for professional engineers. It compares Illinois requirements with those

of neighboring states and offers insights into the unique aspects of Illinois law. The book serves as a

valuable reference for engineers practicing in or relocating to Illinois.
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Guide to Construction & Design Law Carl J. Circo, Christopher H. Little, 2009 This is THE book
you need if you're involved in multi-state construction and design projects. It outlines essential
information about design and construction law and contracting in all 50 states plus DC and Puerto
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jurisdictions treat the same issue. Topics include licensing and regulation; mechanic's liens;
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that the best solution to preventing accidents in the workplace boils down to engineering out the
hazards. If there isn't any hazard or exposure, there can't be any accident. If you accept the premise
that the ultimate method for protecting workers on the job requires the removal or engineering-out
of hazards in the workplace, this text is for you. The Handbook of Safety Engineering: Principles and
Applications provides instruction in basic engineering principles, the sciences, cyber operations,
math operations, mechanics, fire science (water hydraulics, etc.), electrical safety, and the technical
and administrative aspects of the safety profession in an accessible and straightforward way. It
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compromised or defeated if information production and organization becomes an end unto itself.
Systems engineering was developed to help resolve the engineering problems that are encountered
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