illinois health facilities and services
review board

illinois health facilities and services review board plays a critical role in regulating
healthcare infrastructure within the state. This board oversees the development and
expansion of health facilities and services to ensure accessibility, quality, and cost-
effectiveness. By reviewing and approving proposals for new healthcare projects, it helps
maintain balanced growth in lllinois’ healthcare system. The board's responsibilities
encompass a broad spectrum of health services, including hospitals, nursing homes, and
specialized care centers. Understanding the functions, processes, and impact of the lllinois
Health Facilities and Services Review Board is essential for healthcare providers,
policymakers, and the public. This article provides an in-depth overview of the board’s
structure, regulatory framework, application procedures, and its influence on lllinois’
healthcare landscape.
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Overview of the lllinois Health Facilities and
Services Review Board

The lllinois Health Facilities and Services Review Board is a state agency tasked with
overseeing the approval of new health facility projects and service expansions. Its primary
mission is to ensure that health services in lllinois are delivered efficiently, safely, and
equitably. The board evaluates proposals to avoid unnecessary duplication of services and
to promote cost containment while meeting the healthcare needs of diverse communities.
Established under the lllinois Health Facilities Planning Act, the board functions as a
gatekeeper for capital expenditures in the healthcare sector, ensuring alignment with
statewide health planning goals.

Board Composition and Governance

The board consists of appointed members with expertise in healthcare, finance, law, and
public policy. Members serve staggered terms to provide continuity and diverse



perspectives. The governance structure includes a chairperson and various committees that
specialize in different aspects of healthcare facility review. Regular meetings are held to
evaluate project applications, discuss policy implications, and make final determinations.
Transparency and public participation are emphasized through public hearings and
published decisions.

Mission and Objectives

The mission of the lllinois Health Facilities and Services Review Board centers on promoting
a balanced and sustainable healthcare delivery system. Key objectives include:

Ensuring equitable access to essential health services across lllinois regions

Preventing unnecessary duplication of costly health facility infrastructure

Encouraging cost containment and efficient use of healthcare resources

Upholding high standards for patient safety and quality of care

Supporting the strategic planning needs of the state’s health system

Regulatory Framework and Legal Authority

The lllinois Health Facilities and Services Review Board operates under a robust legal
framework that governs health facility planning and development. The lllinois Health
Facilities Planning Act provides the statutory foundation empowering the board to review
and approve capital projects related to health services. This regulatory structure is
designed to coordinate healthcare expansion with public health goals and fiscal
responsibility.

Statutory Basis and Scope

The Health Facilities Planning Act delineates the scope of the board’s authority, including
the types of projects subject to review, thresholds for review based on project costs, and
procedural requirements. The statute mandates that projects involving construction,
expansion, or significant modification of health facilities must obtain a certificate of need
(CON) from the board before proceeding. This ensures that new developments meet
demonstrated community needs and do not adversely affect cost or quality.

Compliance and Enforcement

Compliance with board decisions is mandatory for healthcare providers seeking to develop
or expand facilities. The board has enforcement powers to impose penalties or revoke
certificates if conditions are violated. Additionally, projects are monitored post-approval to



ensure adherence to approved plans and timelines. The regulatory framework fosters
accountability and aligns facility development with broader state health objectives.

Application and Review Process

The application and review process administered by the lllinois Health Facilities and
Services Review Board is comprehensive and structured to ensure thorough evaluation of
proposed projects. This process safeguards community interests and public health priorities
by rigorously assessing the necessity and impact of healthcare facility developments.

Steps in the Certificate of Need Application

Applicants must submit detailed proposals including project descriptions, financial analyses,
community need assessments, and impact statements. The typical steps include:

=

. Pre-application consultation with board staff to clarify requirements
2. Submission of a formal application with supporting documentation
3. Public notification and opportunity for community input

4. Board staff review and preparation of a recommendation report

5. Public hearings where stakeholders can present testimony

6. Board deliberation and final decision issuance

Evaluation Criteria

The board evaluates applications based on multiple criteria such as:

e Demonstrated community need for the proposed service or facility

Impact on existing healthcare providers and service availability

Financial feasibility and sustainability of the project

Quality and safety considerations

Compliance with state health planning priorities



Types of Health Facilities and Services Reviewed

The lllinois Health Facilities and Services Review Board reviews a wide range of health
facility projects and service expansions to maintain a balanced healthcare infrastructure.
This oversight ensures that critical healthcare needs are met without oversupply or
wasteful expenditure.

Hospitals and Acute Care Facilities

Proposals related to the construction, expansion, or renovation of hospitals and acute care
centers require board approval. This includes specialty hospitals, trauma centers, and
critical access hospitals. The board carefully assesses the necessity of new acute care
capacity to prevent redundancy and control costs.

Nursing Homes and Long-Term Care

Long-term care facilities, including nursing homes and assisted living centers, are subject to
review to ensure adequate capacity for aging populations. The board evaluates
demographic trends and service gaps to support community-based care options.

Specialized Health Services

Services such as dialysis centers, outpatient surgical centers, mental health facilities, and
home health agencies also fall under the board’s jurisdiction. These services are vital
components of comprehensive healthcare delivery, and their reqgulated expansion promotes
accessibility and quality.

Impact on Healthcare Quality and Accessibility

The lllinois Health Facilities and Services Review Board significantly influences healthcare
quality and accessibility throughout the state. By controlling the development of health
infrastructure, the board helps ensure that services are distributed equitably and meet
established quality standards.

Promoting Equitable Access

The board's review process prioritizes underserved and rural areas, aiming to reduce
disparities in healthcare availability. By approving projects that address unmet needs, the
board supports improved access for vulnerable populations. This approach aligns with state
public health goals and enhances community health outcomes.



Enhancing Quality and Patient Safety

Approval decisions incorporate quality metrics and safety standards, encouraging providers
to meet or exceed regulatory benchmarks. The board’s oversight fosters an environment
where health facilities prioritize patient-centered care, technological advancement, and
staff training.

Cost Containment and Resource Optimization

By preventing unnecessary duplication of high-cost services, the board contributes to cost
containment in lllinois’ healthcare system. Its regulatory role ensures that investments are
directed toward projects that offer the greatest benefit and sustainability, optimizing the
use of limited healthcare resources.

Challenges and Future Directions

While the lllinois Health Facilities and Services Review Board has a proven track record, it
faces ongoing challenges in adapting to evolving healthcare needs and technologies. Future
directions will likely involve modernization of review processes and enhanced stakeholder
engagement.

Adapting to Healthcare Innovation

The rapid pace of medical technology and service delivery models requires the board to
continually update its review criteria. Integrating telehealth, outpatient care expansion, and
alternative treatment options into the regulatory framework is essential to stay relevant
and effective.

Enhancing Transparency and Public Participation

Efforts to improve transparency include expanded public access to meeting materials and
increased opportunities for community input. Strengthening these aspects helps build trust
and ensures that diverse voices are considered in health planning decisions.

Addressing Health Equity and Social Determinants

Future initiatives may focus more intensively on health equity by incorporating social
determinants of health into project evaluations. This holistic approach aims to reduce
disparities and promote healthier communities statewide.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the lllinois Health Facilities and Services
Review Board (HFSRB)?

The lllinois Health Facilities and Services Review Board (HFSRB) is a state regulatory
agency responsible for reviewing and approving proposals for the construction, expansion,
or modification of health care facilities and services to ensure the efficient and cost-
effective delivery of health care in lllinois.

What types of projects require approval from the
Illinois Health Facilities and Services Review Board?

Projects such as the establishment, construction, or expansion of hospitals, nursing homes,
ambulatory surgical treatment centers, and other health care facilities typically require
approval from the HFSRB to ensure compliance with state health planning requirements.

How does the lllinois Health Facilities and Services
Review Board impact health care delivery in the state?

By regulating the development of health care facilities and services, the HFSRB helps
prevent unnecessary duplication of services, promotes cost containment, and ensures that
health care resources are distributed equitably and efficiently across lllinois.

What is the process for obtaining a certificate of need
from the Illinois Health Facilities and Services Review
Board?

To obtain a certificate of need, applicants must submit a detailed proposal outlining their
project, including need, cost, and impact on existing services. The HFSRB reviews the
application, holds public hearings if necessary, and makes a decision based on statutory
criteria and community input.

Where can | find meeting schedules and decisions of
the Illinois Health Facilities and Services Review Board?

Meeting schedules, agendas, minutes, and decisions of the HFSRB are typically posted on
the official lllinois Department of Public Health website or the HFSRB’s dedicated webpage,
providing transparency and public access to their activities.

How can the public participate in the lllinois Health
Facilities and Services Review Board’s review process?

The public can participate by attending board meetings, submitting written comments
during comment periods, and providing testimony at public hearings related to specific



health facility proposals under review by the HFSRB.

Additional Resources

1. lllinois Health Facilities and Services Review Board: An Overview

This book provides a comprehensive introduction to the lllinois Health Facilities and
Services Review Board (HFSRB). It explains the board’s role in overseeing health facility
development and ensuring community needs are met. Readers will gain insight into the
legal framework and policy considerations that guide health services planning in lllinois.

2. Regulating Healthcare Facilities in lllinois: The Role of the Health Services Review Board
Focusing on regulatory aspects, this book examines the processes and criteria used by the
[llinois Health Facilities and Services Review Board to evaluate proposals for new or
expanded health facilities. It details how the board balances healthcare accessibility, cost,
and quality. The book is ideal for healthcare administrators and policy makers.

3. Community Health Planning and the lllinois Health Facilities Review Process

This title explores how community health needs assessments influence decisions made by
the lllinois Health Facilities and Services Review Board. It highlights case studies where
community input shaped healthcare facility approvals. Readers will understand the
importance of public participation in health planning.

4. Legal and Ethical Issues in lllinois Health Facility Review

Delving into the legal and ethical challenges faced by the lllinois Health Facilities and
Services Review Board, this book discusses compliance with state and federal laws. Topics
include patient rights, equitable access to services, and conflict of interest considerations. It
serves as a guide for legal professionals and healthcare administrators.

5. Healthcare Infrastructure Development in lllinois: Insights from the Health Facilities
Review Board

This book analyzes trends in healthcare infrastructure development within lllinois, guided
by the decisions of the Health Facilities and Services Review Board. It covers topics such as
capital investment, technological advancements, and regional disparities in healthcare
delivery. The text is valuable for planners and investors in healthcare.

6. Policy and Practice: The lllinois Health Facilities and Services Review Board in Action
Offering a detailed look at the board’s decision-making processes, this book combines
policy analysis with real-world examples of health facility reviews. It discusses how state
policies impact healthcare accessibility and quality. The book is useful for students and
professionals interested in health policy implementation.

7. Health Services Planning and Regulation in Illinois: A Practical Guide

Designed as a practical manual, this guide explains the procedural steps for submitting and
evaluating proposals before the lllinois Health Facilities and Services Review Board. It
includes tips for successful applications and compliance with state regulations. Healthcare
providers and consultants will find this book particularly helpful.

8. The Impact of lllinois Health Facilities and Services Review Board on Rural Healthcare
This book specifically addresses how the Health Facilities and Services Review Board affects
healthcare availability in rural lllinois communities. It discusses challenges unique to rural



health service delivery and how board decisions aim to mitigate disparities. The book is
essential for rural health advocates and policymakers.

9. Future Directions in Illinois Health Facility Planning and Review

Looking ahead, this book explores emerging trends and potential reforms related to the
lllinois Health Facilities and Services Review Board. Topics include the integration of
telehealth services, sustainability in healthcare infrastructure, and evolving regulatory
frameworks. It offers strategic insights for future health service planning in lllinois.
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Bhattacharya, 2013-09-10 Public Health Policy: Issues, Theories, and Advocacy offers students an
engaging and innovative introduction to public health policy: its purpose, how it is originated, and
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David A. Ansell, 2021-06-16 We hear plenty about the widening income gap between the rich and the
poor in America and about the expanding distance separating the haves and the have-nots. But when
detailing the many things that the poor have not, we often overlook the most critical—their health.
The poor die sooner. Blacks die sooner. And poor urban blacks die sooner than almost all other
Americans. In nearly four decades as a doctor at hospitals serving some of the poorest communities
in Chicago, David A. Ansell, MD, has witnessed firsthand the lives behind these devastating
statistics. In The Death Gap, he gives a grim survey of these realities, drawn from observations and
stories of his patients. While the contrasts and disparities among Chicago’s communities are
particularly stark, the death gap is truly a nationwide epidemic—as Ansell shows, there is a
thirty-five-year difference in life expectancy between the healthiest and wealthiest and the poorest
and sickest American neighborhoods. If you are poor, where you live in America can dictate when
you die. It doesn’t need to be this way; such divisions are not inevitable. Ansell calls out the social
and cultural arguments that have been raised as ways of explaining or excusing these gaps, and he
lays bare the structural violence—the racism, economic exploitation, and discrimination—that is
really to blame. Inequality is a disease, Ansell argues, and we need to treat and eradicate it as we
would any major illness. To do so, he outlines a vision that will provide the foundation for a healthier
nation—for all. As the COVID-19 mortality rates in underserved communities proved, inequality is all
around us, and often the distance between high and low life expectancy can be a matter of just a few
blocks. Updated with a new foreword by Chicago mayor Lori Lightfoot and an afterword by Ansell,
The Death Gap speaks to the urgency to face this national health crisis head-on.
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illinois health facilities and services review board: Turnock's Public Health: What It Is
and How It Works Guthrie S. Birkhead, Cynthia B. Morrow, Sylvia Pirani, 2020-09-28 Using a
straightforward systems approach, Turnock’s Public Health: What It Is and How It Works explores
the inner workings of the complex, modern U.S. public health system—what it is, what it does, how it
works, and why it is important. Divided into two parts, Part I of the text focuses on the key elements
of public health practice in 21st century America, while Part II offers case studies designed to
emphasize what public health is and how it works in everyday practice. Collectively, this text gives
students an understanding of the key concepts underlying public health as a system and social
enterprise while enabling them to practice their knowledge with real-life public health problems,
programs, and initiatives. The Seventh Edition introduces the concept of “Public Health 3.0”, with its
new set of recommendations for updated public health practice in the 21st century and forms a
unifying thread through the first six chapters of the book. A new 40-page appendix - in both the text
and the eBook - addresses pandemic preparedness and the response to COVID-19. New conceptual
frameworks for the public health system, the health systems’ role in public health, and public health
workforce have been added. Six new case studies based on contemporary public health challenges
including the passage of a “soda tax”, state health improvement planning, and leadership in the era
of Public Health 3.0 Greater emphasis on health equity throughout the text. Core MPH competencies
are addressed including professionalism, leadership, systems thinking, health policy and
management and program planning. Additional charts and tables that help clarify concepts and




assist visual learners. Expanded “Outside-the-Book Thinking” exercises and new end-of-chapter
discussion questions encourage students to explore chapter concepts in greater depth. Each new
print copy includes Navigate 2 eBook Access to read your digital textbook online or offline, on
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| 350 pages
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illinois health facilities and services review board: Ethics in Rehabilitation Barbara
Kornblau, Ann Burkhardt, 2024-06-01 Ethical decision-making is a critical component in the broad
spectrum of rehabilitation and health care professions today. Ethics in Rehabilitation: A Clinical
Perspective, Second Edition was developed to give health and rehabilitation professionals the
knowledge and tools they need to approach and solve the ethical dilemmas that challenge them in
everyday practice. Following an introduction to ethical theories and principles, Drs. Kornblau and
Burkhardt furnish readers with a brief overview of legal principles that may impact ethical decision
making, then examine the relationship between ethical and legal principles that clinicians may
encounter. The second section provides readers with an opportunity to apply what they have learned
and includes more than 100 ethical dilemmas covering a wide variety of practice-related topics.
Further reinforcing the concepts, the final sections consist of ethical dilemma worksheets and a set
of additional learning resources to assist in the examination and resolution of ethical dilemmas.
Features:* More than 100 sample ethical dilemmas extracted from actual practice experiences ¢
Ethical dilemma worksheets to guide learning and illustrate course of action ¢ Extensive set of
appendices including sample laws and regulations ¢ Online access to internet resources of state
licensure and related laws Ethics in Rehabilitation: A Clinical Perspective, Second Edition offers
readers a practical approach to ethics within a clinical context to allow practitioners, educators, and
researchers to raise questions, attempt to answer them, and promote and improve ethical practice in
rehabilitation.
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America's Health Crisis identifies and describes five top-down macro forces and five bottom-up
market forces that have sufficient strength to transform the U.S. healthcare industry from the
outside-in. The powerful macro forces are demographic determinants, funding fatigue, chronic
pandemics, technological imperatives, and pro-consumer/market reforms. The equally powerful
market forces are whole health, care redesign, care migration, aggregators' advantage, and
empowered caregivers. Written by David Johnson and Paul Kusserow, professional healthcare
advisors operating at the intersection of healthcare economics, policy, strategy, and capital
formation, this book provides expert insight on how the U.S. healthcare system is becoming cheaper,
better, more balanced between prevention and treatment, easier to access, and more empowering
for both frontline caregivers and consumers. In this book, readers will learn about: Factors leading
to rising healthcare costs, including an aging population, perverse economic incentives, armies of
middlemen, and expensive breakthrough therapies U.S. healthcare in comparison to other
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Similarities between the U.S. automobile industry crisis in the 1980s and today's adapt-or-die
situation for healthcare providers and suppliers How the healthcare industry is reorganizing to
decentralize delivery of whole-person health in ways that will improve health outcomes and overall
societal health The Coming Healthcare Revolution is a must-read for professionals and organizations
seeking to understand and react to the paradigm-shifting forces revolutionizing the healthcare
ecosystem.
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after QMG appealed its initial rejection, the Quincy Herald-Whig reports. The Illinois Health
Facilities and Services
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Board approves closure of only hospital in East St. Louis (St. Louis Post-Dispatch14y) Owners
won approval today to shut down the long-troubled Kenneth Hall Regional Hospital in East St. Louis.
The approval by the Illinois Health Facilities and Services Review Board comes three years
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FHN unveils plans to join Mercyhealth in 2026 (13don MSN) FHN leaders say the 120-year-old
health system will become part of Mercyhealth, pending approval by the Illinois Health Facilities
Planning Board.Mercyhealth’s legal board approved the affiliation
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Mercyhealth set to acquire financially strapped FHN (14don MSN) Officials announced that
Rockford's Mercyhealth is acquiring FHN in Freeport, promising new investments and expanded
services
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