illinois board of physical therapy

illinois board of physical therapy is the regulatory authority responsible for overseeing the
licensure, practice standards, and disciplinary actions related to physical therapy professionals
within the state of Illinois. This board ensures that physical therapists and physical therapy
assistants comply with state laws and maintain high standards of care for patients. Understanding
the role and functions of the Illinois Board of Physical Therapy is essential for both practitioners and
patients seeking physical therapy services. This article will provide a comprehensive overview of the
board’s responsibilities, licensure process, continuing education requirements, disciplinary
procedures, and how it impacts physical therapy practice in Illinois. The information presented here
is crucial for maintaining professional compliance and ensuring public safety in physical therapy
services. Below is a detailed table of contents outlining the main areas covered in this article.

e Overview of the Illinois Board of Physical Therapy
e Licensing Requirements and Procedures

e Continuing Education and Renewal Process

e Disciplinary Actions and Complaint Procedures

e Scope of Practice and Regulatory Compliance

e Resources and Support for Physical Therapy Professionals

Overview of the Illinois Board of Physical Therapy

The Illinois Board of Physical Therapy operates under the Illinois Department of Financial and
Professional Regulation (IDFPR) and is tasked with regulating physical therapy practice within the
state. The board’s primary mission is to protect public health, safety, and welfare by ensuring that
physical therapists and physical therapy assistants meet the necessary qualifications and adhere to
professional standards. This regulatory body establishes rules and guidelines that govern licensure,
practice conduct, and continuing education requirements, thereby maintaining the integrity and
quality of physical therapy services in Illinois.

Role and Responsibilities

The board’s responsibilities include reviewing applications for licensure, conducting examinations,
investigating complaints, and imposing disciplinary actions when necessary. It also develops policies
related to ethical practice, scope of practice, and professional conduct. The board members typically
consist of licensed physical therapists, physical therapy assistants, and public members who provide
diverse perspectives in regulatory decision-making.



Importance in Public Protection

By enforcing regulations and standards, the Illinois Board of Physical Therapy safeguards patients
against unqualified or unethical practitioners. The board ensures that only competent professionals
provide physical therapy services, thereby enhancing patient outcomes and trust in the healthcare
system.

Licensing Requirements and Procedures

Obtaining licensure through the Illinois Board of Physical Therapy is mandatory for all physical
therapists and physical therapy assistants seeking to practice legally in the state. The board
establishes rigorous eligibility criteria and verifies credentials to maintain high professional
standards.

Eligibility Criteria

Applicants must meet educational prerequisites, including graduation from an accredited physical
therapy program recognized by the Commission on Accreditation in Physical Therapy Education
(CAPTE). Additionally, candidates must pass the National Physical Therapy Examination (NPTE)
administered by the Federation of State Boards of Physical Therapy (FSBPT).

Application Process

The licensing process requires submission of a detailed application, proof of education, examination
results, and payment of applicable fees. Background checks and verification of professional conduct
history are also conducted as part of the evaluation. The board reviews all documentation to ensure
compliance before issuing a license.

Licensure by Endorsement and Reciprocity

The board allows licensed physical therapists from other states to obtain licensure in Illinois through
endorsement, provided they meet Illinois’s standards. This facilitates mobility for practitioners
relocating to Illinois while maintaining the quality of care.

Continuing Education and Renewal Process

The Illinois Board of Physical Therapy mandates ongoing professional development through
continuing education to ensure that licensees remain current with advances in physical therapy
practice. Compliance with these requirements is essential for license renewal.



Continuing Education Requirements

Licensees must complete a specified number of continuing education units (CEUs) within each
renewal cycle, typically every two years. These CEUs cover topics such as clinical skills, ethics,
patient safety, and new therapeutic techniques. The board approves acceptable courses and
providers.

Renewal Procedures

Renewal applications must be filed before the license expiration date, accompanied by proof of
completed continuing education and payment of renewal fees. Failure to comply with renewal
requirements can result in license suspension or revocation.

Disciplinary Actions and Complaint Procedures

The Illinois Board of Physical Therapy enforces disciplinary measures against licensees who violate
professional standards or state laws. The board investigates complaints thoroughly to maintain the
profession’s integrity and protect public welfare.

Common Grounds for Disciplinary Actions

Violations may include professional misconduct, negligence, substance abuse, fraud, practicing
without a license, or failure to comply with continuing education requirements. The board has the
authority to impose penalties ranging from reprimands to license suspension or revocation.

Filing a Complaint

Patients, employers, or colleagues may file formal complaints against physical therapy practitioners
with the board. The complaint process involves an investigation, hearings if necessary, and final
determinations based on evidence. Transparency and fairness are prioritized throughout the
process.

Scope of Practice and Regulatory Compliance

The Illinois Board of Physical Therapy defines the scope of practice for physical therapists and
assistants, ensuring that practitioners provide care within legal and professional boundaries.
Adhering to these guidelines is crucial for ethical and effective treatment.

Scope of Practice Definitions

The scope of practice includes evaluation, diagnosis, treatment planning, and implementation of
physical therapy interventions aimed at improving mobility, function, and quality of life. The board
outlines specific procedures permissible for licensed professionals to prevent unauthorized practice.



Compliance with State and Federal Laws

Licensees must comply with all relevant laws, including patient privacy regulations, documentation
standards, and reporting requirements. The board regularly updates its policies to reflect changes in
healthcare laws and best practices.

Resources and Support for Physical Therapy
Professionals

The Illinois Board of Physical Therapy offers various resources to assist licensees in maintaining
compliance and advancing their professional skills. These resources promote continuous
improvement and informed practice within the physical therapy community.

Educational Materials and Guidelines

The board provides access to updated rules, regulations, and ethical guidelines through official
publications and online platforms. These materials help practitioners understand their
responsibilities and stay informed about regulatory changes.

Professional Development Opportunities

Workshops, seminars, and approved continuing education courses are available to support ongoing
learning. The board encourages participation in these programs to enhance clinical competencies
and professional growth.

Support Services and Contact Information

Practitioners can seek assistance from the board regarding licensing questions, complaint
procedures, and regulatory clarifications. Dedicated support channels ensure timely and accurate
responses to inquiries.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the role of the Illinois Board of Physical Therapy?

The Illinois Board of Physical Therapy regulates the practice of physical therapy in Illinois, ensuring
that practitioners meet the required standards for licensure and professional conduct.

How do I apply for a physical therapy license in Illinois?

To apply for a physical therapy license in Illinois, you must submit an application through the Illinois
Department of Financial and Professional Regulation (IDFPR), provide proof of education, pass the



National Physical Therapy Examination (NPTE), and meet all other state requirements.

What are the continuing education requirements for physical
therapists in Illinois?

Physical therapists in Illinois are required to complete 30 hours of continuing education every two
years to renew their license, including courses approved by the Illinois Board of Physical Therapy.

How can I check the license status of a physical therapist in
Illinois?

You can verify the license status of a physical therapist by using the license lookup tool available on
the Illinois Department of Financial and Professional Regulation (IDFPR) website.

What disciplinary actions can the Illinois Board of Physical
Therapy take?

The Board can impose disciplinary actions such as license suspension, revocation, probation, fines,
or other penalties against physical therapists who violate professional standards or state laws.

How often does the Illinois Board of Physical Therapy meet?

The Illinois Board of Physical Therapy typically meets quarterly, but the exact schedule can be found
on the IDFPR website.

Can physical therapy assistants be licensed by the Illinois
Board of Physical Therapy?

Yes, the Illinois Board of Physical Therapy also licenses physical therapy assistants who meet the
educational and examination requirements.

What are the requirements to reinstate a lapsed physical
therapy license in Illinois?

To reinstate a lapsed license, applicants must submit a reinstatement application, pay applicable
fees, provide proof of continuing education completed during the lapse, and meet any additional
Board requirements.

Where can I find the Illinois Physical Therapy Practice Act and
rules?

The Illinois Physical Therapy Practice Act and administrative rules are available on the Illinois
General Assembly website and the IDFPR website.



How does the Illinois Board of Physical Therapy handle
complaints against practitioners?

The Board investigates complaints received about physical therapy practitioners and takes
appropriate disciplinary action if violations of laws or rules are found.

Additional Resources

1. Illinois Board of Physical Therapy Examination Guide

This comprehensive guide offers detailed information about the Illinois Board of Physical Therapy
licensing exam. It includes an overview of the exam structure, key topics covered, and study
strategies tailored to the Illinois-specific requirements. Candidates will find practice questions and
explanations to help boost their confidence and readiness.

2. Essentials of Illinois Physical Therapy Law and Ethics

This book provides an in-depth review of the laws, rules, and ethical considerations governing
physical therapy practices in Illinois. It covers the state's regulatory framework, patient rights, and
professional responsibilities. Readers will gain a clear understanding of compliance requirements to
maintain licensure.

3. Clinical Skills for Illinois Physical Therapy Professionals

Designed for physical therapy students and practitioners in Illinois, this book focuses on essential
clinical skills and techniques. It highlights practical approaches aligned with state standards and
patient care protocols. The text includes case studies and evidence-based practices relevant to
Illinois healthcare settings.

4. Illinois Physical Therapy Jurisprudence Review

This specialized review book prepares candidates for the jurisprudence portion of the Illinois
physical therapy licensing exam. It summarizes critical statutes, regulations, and administrative
rules specific to Illinois. The book also offers sample test questions and rationales to enhance
understanding.

5. Physical Therapy Practice and Regulation in Illinois

This book explores the intersection of physical therapy clinical practice and regulatory policies in
Illinois. It addresses licensure requirements, continuing education mandates, and scope of practice
issues. Practitioners will find guidance on navigating state board processes and maintaining
professional compliance.

6. Study Manual for the Illinois Physical Therapy Licensing Exam

A focused study manual tailored to the Illinois licensing exam, this book provides subject reviews,
practice exams, and test-taking tips. It emphasizes topics frequently tested by the Illinois Board of
Physical Therapy. The manual is suitable for both first-time exam takers and those retaking the test.

7. Ethical Decision Making in Illinois Physical Therapy Practice

This text examines ethical dilemmas and decision-making frameworks relevant to Illinois physical
therapists. It includes real-world scenarios and discusses the application of state and national ethical
standards. The book aims to foster professional integrity and patient-centered care.

8. Illinois Physical Therapy Board Meeting Highlights and Updates



A resource for practitioners interested in the latest regulatory changes and board decisions, this
book summarizes recent Illinois Physical Therapy Board meetings. It provides insight into evolving
policies, disciplinary actions, and legislative updates affecting the profession in Illinois.

9. Preparing for the Illinois Physical Therapy Jurisprudence Exam

This preparatory book focuses exclusively on the jurisprudence exam required by the Illinois Board
of Physical Therapy. It offers a concise review of relevant laws and regulations, along with practice
questions designed to simulate the exam format. The guide is an essential tool for ensuring exam
success.
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Therapist - E-BOOK Kathleen A. Sluka, 2025-05-24 Deepen your knowledge of the mechanisms of
pain and redefine your approach to pain management with this essential resource! Mechanisms and
Management of Pain for the Physical Therapist, Third Edition, is the only textbook that addresses
the growing significance of rehabilitation and non-pharmaceutical treatments in pain care. Dr.
Kathleen Sluka leads a team of more than 20 international contributors in providing a practical,
evidence-based framework for understanding pain mechanisms and management using a
multidisciplinary approach. Completely updated content covers the basics of pain neurobiology and
reviews evidence on the mechanisms of action of physical therapy treatments, as well as their
clinical effectiveness in specific pain syndromes. This edition features new chapters on chronic pain
predictors, psychological interventions, and managing pain in special populations, ensuring you are
equipped with the latest advancements in the field. - Comprehensive coverage of physical therapy
pain management with a review of the latest evidence and case studies - Overview of the science of
acute and chronic pain - Interdisciplinary approach to pain management - Focus on pain syndromes
commonly seen in physical therapy practice, including the underlying pathology and
interdisciplinary management as well as the medicine, psychology, and physical therapy approaches

illinois board of physical therapy: Early's Physical Dysfunction Practice Skills for the
Occupational Therapy Assistant E-Book Mary Beth Patnaude, 2021-01-15 - NEW! Intervention
Principles for Feeding and Eating chapter is added to this edition. - NEW! Reorganization of all



https://staging.devenscommunity.com/archive-library-407/pdf?title=illinois-board-of-physical-therapy.pdf&trackid=QKD94-9132
https://staging.devenscommunity.com/archive-library-201/files?trackid=YPK05-2040&title=cpt-code-nipple-reconstruction.pdf
https://staging.devenscommunity.com/archive-library-201/files?trackid=YPK05-2040&title=cpt-code-nipple-reconstruction.pdf

chapters aligns content more closely with the Occupational Therapy Practice Framework. - NEW!
Combined chapters make the material more concise and easier to navigate.

illinois board of physical therapy: Campbell's Physical Therapy for Children Expert Consult -
E-Book Robert Palisano, Margo Orlin, Joseph Schreiber, 2022-08-20 **Selected for Doody's Core
Titles® 2024 with Essential Purchase designation in Physical Therapy**Gain a solid foundation in
physical therapy for infants, children, and adolescents! Campbell's Physical Therapy for Children,
6th Edition provides essential information on pediatric physical therapy practice, management of
children with musculoskeletal, neurological, and cardiopulmonary conditions, and special practice
settings. Following the APTA's Guide to Physical Therapist Practice, this text describes how to
examine and evaluate children, select evidence-based interventions, and measure outcomes to help
children improve their body functions, activities, and participation. What also sets this book apart is
its emphasis on clinical reasoning, decision making, and family-centered care. Written by a team of
PT experts led by Robert J. Palisano, this book is ideal for use by students and by clinicians in daily
practice. - Comprehensive coverage provides a thorough understanding of foundational knowledge
for pediatric physical therapy, including social determinants of health, development, motor control,
and motor learning, as well as physical therapy management of pediatric disorders, including
examination, evaluation, goal setting, the plan of care, and outcomes evaluation. - Focus on the
elements of patient/client management in the APTA's Guide to Physical Therapist Practice provides a
framework for clinical decision making. - Focus on the International Classification of Functioning,
Disability, and Health (ICF) of the World Health Organization (WHO) provides a standard language
and framework for the description of health and health-related states, including levels of a person's
capacity and performance. - Experienced, expert contributors help you prepare to become a
Board-Certified Pediatric Clinical Specialist and to succeed on the job. - NEW! New chapter on social
determinants of health and pediatric healthcare is added to this edition. - NEW! New chapter on
Down syndrome is added. - NEW! 45 case scenarios in the ebook offer practice with clinical
reasoning and decision making, and 123 video clips depict children's movements, examination
procedures, and physical therapy interventions. - NEW! An ebook version is included with print
purchase, providing access to all the text, figures, and references, plus the ability to search,
customize content, make notes and highlights, and have content read aloud.

illinois board of physical therapy: Primary Care for the Physical Therapist William R.
Vanwye, William G. Boissonnault, 2020-01-01 - NEW! Updated content throughout the text reflects
the current state of primary care and physical therapy practice. - NEW! New chapter on
electrodiagnostic testing helps familiarize physical therapists with indications for electrodiagnostic
testing and implications of test results to their clinical decision-making. - NEW! New chapter on
patients with a history of trauma emphasizes the red flags that physical therapists need to recognize
for timely patient referral for appropriate tests. - NEW! Updated information on how to screen and
examine the healthy population enhances understanding of the foundations of practice and the role
that physical therapists can fill in primary care models.
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Glen Filberth, a man who was a Doctor, a wartime Bomber pilot, and a prisoner of war for over one
year under brutal starving conditions. In youth he was an abused boy by a stepfather. Having a
strong desire for a college education, Filberth braved traveling as a hobo on freight trains to obtain
profitable work. He worked on western ranches, civilian conservation camps, and fought forest fires
in the mountainous terrain of Idaho. Finally, Filberth worked his way through college to obtain
Doctorate Degrees in Naturopathy and Chiropractic. In WWII he enlisted as an Aviation Cadet for
Pilot Training. His training in planes including the twin engine Fighter P-38. After getting his wings
he was assigned to pilot a B-17 Bomber, until, after flying seven missions over Germany, he was shot
down and became a POW. After more than a year of many abuses he was liberated and returned to
the States to resume his Illinois-based natural healing practice. In 8 to 80 he tells of many successes
in relieving and even curing many so-called incurable diseases, with diagnosis made by reputable
clinics and physicians. This book includes letters from thosepatients. He writes of his family life,



their sports and experiences that were interesting. He writes of hunting, fishing, golf, bowling and
water-skiing, and includes many pictures, depicting the lifestyle. Everything that he assumes would
be interesting to the reader is included within 8 to 80.
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Dysfunction Joseph Donnelly, 2018-07-10 Publisher's Note: Products purchased from 3rd Party
sellers are not guaranteed by the Publisher for quality, authenticity, or access to any online
entitlements included with the product. This new edition of Travell, Simons & Simons'
groundbreaking work reflects the latest research and best practices associated with trigger points
and updates the iconic pain point images that set the standard in the field. New lead editor Joseph
M. Donnelly draws on his experience as both educator and physical therapy practitioner to integrate
an evidence-based approach into this critical text. In addition, the new edition consolidates
information to create a more intuitive user experience and features a completely new full color
design to bring concepts to life.
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illinois board of physical therapy: Physical Therapy Clinical Handbook for PTAs Frances
Wedge, 2022-05-12 This book is a concise and condensed clinical pocket guide designed specifically
to help physical therapist assistant students and practitioners easily obtain information in the areas
of physical therapy evidence-based interventions--

illinois board of physical therapy: American Universities and Colleges Praeger Publishers,
2010-04-16 For well over a half century, American Universities and Colleges has been the most
comprehensive and highly respected directory of four-year institutions of higher education in the
United States. A two-volume set that Choice magazine hailed as a most important resource in its
November 2006 issue, this revised edition features the most up-to-date statistical data available to
guide students in making a smart yet practical decision in choosing the university or college of their
dreams. In addition, the set serves as an indispensable reference source for parents, college
advisors, educators, and public, academic, and high school librarians. These two volumes provide
extensive information on 1,900 institutions of higher education, including all accredited colleges and
universities that offer at least the baccalaureate degree. This essential resource offers pertinent,
statistical data on such topics as tuition, room and board; admission requirements; financial aid;
enrollments; student life; library holdings; accelerated and study abroad programs; departments and
teaching staff; buildings and grounds; and degrees conferred. Volume two of the set provides four
indexes, including an institutional Index, a subject accreditation index, a levels of degrees offered
index, and a tabular index of summary data by state. These helpful indexes allow readers to find
information easily and to make comparisons among institutions effectively. Also contained within the
text are charts and tables that provide easy access to comparative data on relevant topics.

illinois board of physical therapy: Pediatrics for the Physical Therapist Assistant - E-Book
Roberta O'Shea, 2023-10-16 Master the PTA's role in treating and managing pediatric conditions!
Comprehensive yet easy to understand, Pediatrics for the Physical Therapist Assistant, 2nd Edition
provides the knowledge and skills you need to succeed both in the classroom and in clinical practice.
The text guides you through a myriad of topics including child development, assessment tools,
intervention principles, neurologic and muscular disorders, and congenital disorders such as Down
Syndrome, along with other pediatric conditions including limb deficiencies and sports injuries. This
edition adds six new chapters including a chapter introducing Movement Systems Analysis for
pediatrics. From a team of expert contributors led by PT clinician/educator Roberta Kuchler O'Shea,
this book teaches not only the lessons learned from textbooks and research but also from children



and their families. - Consistent approach in Disorders chapters first defines the disorder and then
describes the pathology, clinical signs, and assessment and intervention, followed by a case study. -
Case studies provide examples of physical therapy applications, helping you build clinical reasoning
skills as you connect theory to practice. - Format of case studies each is summarized in the WHO
model format to familiarize you with the standardized terminology used in practice. Most cases
include movement systems analysis to introduce the most current clinical reasoning strategies
encouraged by the APTA. - Special boxes highlight important information with features such as
Clinical Signs, Intervention, and Practice Pattern. - Learning features in each chapter include key
terms, a chapter outline, learning objectives, review questions and answers, illustrations, and
summary tables. - NEW! eBook version is included with print purchase. The eBook allows you to
access all of the text, figures, and references, with the ability to search, customize your content,
make notes and highlights, and have content read aloud. - NEW! Six new chapters include The
Movement System, Congenital Muscular Torticollis (CMT), Developmental Dysplasia of the Hip
(DDH), Clubfeet, Developmental Coordination Disorder (DCD), and Orthotics. - NEW! Updated
content includes musculoskeletal impairments, developmental impairments, and orthotics as well as
contemporary cases with ICF and Movement system analysis discussion for cases. - NEW! Full-color
design is added to this edition. - NEW! Updated references ensure that sources for content are
completely current.
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