illinois cpa exam requirements

illinois cpa exam requirements are essential for aspiring Certified Public
Accountants who wish to practice in the state of Illinois. Understanding
these requirements is crucial to ensure eligibility to sit for the CPA exam
and eventually obtain licensure. This article provides a detailed overview of
the educational, experience, and examination prerequisites mandated by the
Illinois Board of Examiners. Additionally, it discusses the application
process, fees, and continuing professional education obligations. Whether you
are a recent graduate, an international candidate, or a professional seeking
licensure, this guide will help clarify the pathway to becoming a CPA in
Illinois. The following sections will explore the specifics of the Illinois
CPA exam requirements in depth.

Educational Requirements for Illinois CPA Exam

e Experience and Work Requirements

Application Process and Exam Fees
e Examination Structure and Passing Criteria

e Licensing and Continuing Professional Education

Educational Requirements for Illinois CPA Exam

The educational prerequisites form the foundation of the illinois cpa exam
requirements. Candidates must meet specific academic criteria before applying
to take the CPA exam in Illinois. These standards ensure that applicants
possess the necessary knowledge base for professional accounting practice.

Degree Requirements

Applicants must hold a bachelor’s degree or higher from an accredited
institution. The degree should ideally be in accounting or a related field to
cover core accounting principles. Illinois mandates that the coursework
aligns with the state’s accounting education standards, which emphasize a
blend of accounting, business, and general education credits.

Credit Hour Requirements

The state of Illinois requires candidates to complete a total of 150 semester
hours of college education. This includes at least 24 semester hours in
accounting subjects such as financial accounting, auditing, taxation, and
managerial accounting. Additionally, candidates must complete a minimum of 24
semester hours in business-related courses, including finance, economics,
business law, and management.



Accounting and Business Course Breakdown

To satisfy the illinois cpa exam requirements, students should ensure their
coursework includes:

e Financial Accounting and Reporting
e Auditing and Attestation

e Taxation

e Managerial/Cost Accounting

e Business Law

e Finance and Economics

e Information Systems

This combination prepares candidates for the exam’s content and the
professional responsibilities of a CPA in Illinois.

Experience and Work Requirements

Beyond education, the illinois cpa exam requirements include a mandatory work
experience component. This ensures that candidates gain practical exposure
and develop the professional competencies necessary for public accounting
practice.

Required Work Experience

Illinois requires CPA candidates to complete at least one year (equivalent to
2,000 hours) of relevant work experience. This experience must be under the
supervision of a licensed CPA and should involve tasks related to accounting,
auditing, taxation, management advisory services, or financial analysis.

Verification and Documentation

The supervising CPA must verify the applicant’s experience by providing
documentation that details the nature of the work performed, dates of
employment, and confirmation of the candidate’s responsibilities. This
verification is a crucial part of the licensure application process and must
comply with the Illinois Board of Examiners’ standards.

Acceptable Experience Settings

Experience can be gained in various environments including:

e Public accounting firms

e Corporate accounting departments



e Government agencies
e Non-profit organizations

e FFlducational institutions

The key criterion is that the experience must be relevant to the CPA
profession and supervised by a licensed CPA.

Application Process and Exam Fees

The illinois cpa exam requirements also encompass procedural steps related to
applying for the exam and paying associated fees. Understanding this process
helps candidates avoid delays and ensures their applications are processed
efficiently.

Application Submission

Candidates must submit an application to the Illinois Board of Examiners with
all required documentation, including transcripts, proof of education, and
identification. The application must be complete and accurate to be accepted.
Illinois uses a centralized system for application submission and exam
scheduling.

Exam Fees

The fees for the CPA exam in Illinois include a non-refundable application
fee and fees for each section of the exam. The costs are subject to change
but generally include:

e Application fee: Approximately $100
e Exam section fee: Around $200 per section
e Additional fees for re-examination or special requests

It is important to budget for these expenses and ensure timely payment to
avoid forfeiting exam eligibility.

Scheduling and Exam Windows

After application approval, candidates can schedule their CPA exam sections
during designated testing windows. Illinois follows the national CPA exam
schedule, which typically offers quarterly testing periods. Early scheduling
is recommended due to limited availability at testing centers.



Examination Structure and Passing Criteria

The CPA exam is a critical component of the illinois cpa exam requirements.
It tests candidates’ knowledge and skills across various accounting
disciplines to ensure they meet professional standards.

Exam Sections

The CPA exam consists of four sections:

1. Auditing and Attestation (AUD)
2. Business Environment and Concepts (BEC)
3. Financial Accounting and Reporting (FAR)

4. Regulation (REG)

Candidates must pass all four sections within an 18-month rolling period to
qualify for licensure.

Passing Score and Retake Policy

The minimum passing score for each section is 75 on a scale of 0 to 99.
Candidates who do not pass a section may retake it, but all passed sections
remain valid for 18 months. If a candidate fails to pass all sections within
this timeframe, the earliest passed section will expire and must be retaken.

Exam Format and Content

The exam includes multiple-choice questions, task-based simulations, and
written communication tasks (specifically in the BEC section). The content
reflects current accounting standards, tax laws, and auditing procedures
relevant to Illinois and national regulations.

Licensing and Continuing Professional Education

After successfully completing the illinois cpa exam requirements and gaining
the necessary work experience, candidates can apply for CPA licensure.
Maintaining licensure requires continuing education and adherence to
professional standards.

License Application

Upon passing all exam sections and fulfilling experience requirements,
candidates must submit a license application to the Illinois Board of
Examiners. This application includes verification of education, experience,
and exam results. The Board reviews all materials before granting the CPA
license.



Continuing Professional Education (CPE)

Licensed CPAs in Illinois must complete continuing professional education
annually to maintain their license. The typical requirement is 120 hours of
CPE every three years, including a minimum number of ethics credits. This
ongoing education ensures CPAs stay current with evolving accounting
standards and regulatory changes.

Renewal and Compliance

CPA licenses must be renewed periodically, with compliance verification for
CPE and other state-specific requirements. Failure to meet these obligations
can result in suspension or revocation of the license, emphasizing the
importance of adhering to all illinois cpa exam requirements and post-
licensure regulations.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the educational requirements to sit for the
Illinois CPA Exam?

Candidates must have a bachelor's degree or higher with at least 150 semester
hours of college education, including 24 semester hours in accounting and 24
semester hours in business-related courses.

Is there a residency requirement to apply for the
Illinois CPA Exam?

No, Illinois does not have a residency requirement. Candidates from any state
or country can apply for the Illinois CPA Exam as long as they meet the
eligibility criteria.

How many semester hours of accounting courses are
required to qualify for the Illinois CPA Exam?

Illinois requires candidates to complete at least 24 semester hours of
accounting courses, covering subjects such as financial accounting, auditing,
taxation, and management accounting.

What business—-related education is needed for
Illinois CPA Exam candidates?

Candidates must complete 24 semester hours of business courses, which can
include subjects like business law, economics, finance, marketing, and
management.

Can work experience substitute for educational
requirements for the Illinois CPA Exam?

No, Illinois requires candidates to meet the specific educational



requirements before sitting for the exam. Work experience cannot substitute
for the 150 semester hours or specific course requirements.

Are there any age or citizenship requirements to take
the Illinois CPA Exam?

No, Illinois does not have age or citizenship requirements to sit for the CPA
Exam. Candidates must meet the educational and other eligibility criteria
regardless of age or citizenship.

What documents are needed to apply for the Illinois
CPA Exam?

Applicants must submit official transcripts verifying their education, a
completed application form, and pay the required fees. Additional
documentation may be required if the education was completed outside the
United States.

Additional Resources

1. Illinois CPA Exam Requirements: A Comprehensive Guide

This book offers an in-depth overview of the specific educational and
experience requirements needed to qualify for the CPA exam in Illinois. It
covers prerequisite coursework, credit hour requirements, and licensure
criteria unique to the state. Additionally, it provides tips on navigating
the application process smoothly.

2. Mastering Illinois CPA Licensing: Steps and Strategies

Focused on guiding candidates through the licensing Jjourney, this book
details the Illinois Board of Examiners’ standards and procedures. It
outlines the necessary exams, ethics requirements, and continuing education
expectations. Readers will find strategic advice to meet deadlines and
fulfill all state mandates efficiently.

3. Educational Pathways for Illinois CPA Candidates

This title explores the various academic routes to satisfy Illinois CPA
educational prerequisites. Including information on accredited programs,
credit hour distribution, and degree equivalencies, 1t helps prospective CPAs
plan their studies effectively. The book also addresses common questions
about foreign transcripts and additional coursework.

4. Illinois CPA Exam Application and Eligibility Handbook

Designed as a practical manual, this handbook walks candidates through the
application process for the Illinois CPA exam. It explains documentation
requirements, fees, and timeline expectations. Readers gain clarity on how to
confirm their eligibility and avoid common pitfalls during application
submission.

5. Ethics and Experience Requirements for Illinois CPAs

This book delves into the ethical standards and professional experience
needed to earn CPA licensure in Illinois. It reviews the state's ethics exam
and the types of acceptable work experience. Practical examples and case
studies illustrate how to fulfill these crucial components responsibly.

6. Understanding Illinois CPA Exam Content and State-Specific Rules
Beyond general CPA exam content, this guide highlights Illinois-specific



rules and updates relevant to candidates. It includes analysis of state laws
affecting the profession and the impact on exam preparation. The book is
ideal for those seeking a localized perspective on the CPA journey.

7. Continuing Professional Education for Illinois CPAs

This resource outlines the continuing education requirements mandated by
Illinois for maintaining CPA licensure. It explains credit hour obligations,
approved providers, and reporting procedures. The book also advises on
planning long-term professional development within state guidelines.

8. Illinois CPA Exam Prep: Navigating State Requirements with Confidence
Combining exam study strategies with state requirement insights, this book
supports candidates aiming to pass the Illinois CPA exam. It integrates
review tips with detailed explanations of Illinois’ unique prerequisites. The
approach helps reduce uncertainty and boosts candidate readiness.

9. Career Guide for Aspiring Illinois CPAs

This comprehensive career guide provides an overview of the CPA profession
within Illinois, emphasizing licensure requirements and career pathways. It
discusses educational preparation, exam steps, and post-licensure
opportunities. The book serves as an all-in-one resource for students and
professionals planning their CPA careers in Illinois.
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study tactics specifically for students outside the United States. A comprehensive and practical study
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Packed with smart advice presented from an international perspective, How to Pass the CPA Exam is
a must for international students preparing for the test.
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(2008) Michael A. Crawford, D. Scot Loyd, 2008-06 CPA's Multistate Guide to Ethics and
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illinois cpa exam requirements: Wiley CPA Examination Review 2013 Focus Notes Wiley,
2012-12-04 The one-stop resource reinforcing concepts for the computerized CPA Exam in an
easy-to-read-and-carry spinal bound format Wiley CPA Exam Review Focus Notes: Regulation, 2013
reinforces key concepts for the computerized CPA Exam in an easy-to-read-and-carry spinal bound
format. It provides a review of all the basic skills and concepts tested on the CPA exam, teaching
important strategies to take the exam faster and more accurately. Includes tips on identifying and
interpreting annual reports, stock reports, and other published material to help with the research
requirements of the new case study simulations Offers a handy, easy-to-carry, spiral bound reference
manual Provides a simplified and focused approach to solve exam questions and reinforce material
being studied Includes acronyms and mnemonics to help candidates learn and remember a variety of
rules and checklists Covering federal taxation, ethics, professional and legal responsibilities, and
business law, Wiley CPA Exam Review Focus Notes: Regulation, 2013 is designed to provide
pertinent knowledge in formats that are easy to understand and remember.

illinois cpa exam requirements: Advances in Accounting Education Thomas G. Calderon,
2024-12-09 Advances in Accounting Education is a refereed, academic research publication whose
purpose is to help meet the needs of faculty members and administrators who are interested in ways
to improve teaching, learning and curriculum development in the accounting area at the college and
university level.

illinois cpa exam requirements: The Past, Present, and Future of Accountancy Education and
Professions Dorata, Nina T., Jones, Richard C., Mensche, Jennifer, Ulrich, Mark M., 2023-06-19
Accountancy provides a significant role and impact on the public and private sectors through its
various disciplines and specialties. Trust in human and technological interactions is a primary
objective of public accounting. Accountancy provides the strategic capability to access and interpret
organizational performance. Therefore, because of its impactful role, it is important to understand
and project how accountancy will change as a profession. As accountancy continuously evolves, it
mandates agility among stakeholders, particularly those in education and the professions. The Past,
Present, and Future of Accountancy Education and Professions broadly covers the ways accountancy
will require new roles and knowledge for its constituents in the emerging future. The book explores
how technological, educational, professional, and societal changes will transform accountancy.
Covering topics such as business demands, professional competencies, and student success, this
premier reference source is an excellent resource for financial reporters, financial advisors,
auditors, accountants, administrators and educators of both K-12 and higher education, students of
higher education, pre-service teachers, librarians, researchers, and academicians.

illinois cpa exam requirements: Henry County Illinois , 2000 The history of Henry County,
Illinois - the key locations and main families from 1837 to 2000.

illinois cpa exam requirements: EBOOK: Financial Accounting (GE), 8e Robert Libby, Frank
Hodge, Patricia Libby, 2016-04-16 EBOOK: Financial Accounting (GE), 8e

illinois cpa exam requirements: Wiley CPAexcel Exam Review 2015 Study Guide July O.
Ray Whittington, 2015-06-24 The Regulation Volume of the Wiley CPA Examination Study Guides
arms readers with detailed outlines and study guidelines, plus skill-building problems and solutions,
that help the CPA candidates identify, focus on, and master the specific topics that need the most
work. Many of the practice questions are taken from previous exams, and care was taken to ensure
that they cover all the information candidates need to master in order to pass the new computerized
Uniform CPA Examination

illinois cpa exam requirements: Wiley CPAexcel Exam Review 2016 Study Guide January
O. Ray Whittington, 2016-03-11 The Wiley CPAexcel Study Guides have helped over a half million
candidates pass the CPA Exam. This volume contains all current AICPA content requirements in
Regulation (REG). The comprehensive four-volume paperback set (AUD, BEC, FAR, REG) reviews all
four parts of the CPA Exam. With 3,800 multiple-choice questions. The CPA study guides provide the
detailed information candidates need to master or reinforce tough topic areas. The content is
separated into 48 modules. Unique modular format—helps candidates zero in on areas that need



work, organize their study program, and concentrate their efforts. Comprehensive questions—over
3,800 multiple-choice questions and their solutions in the complete set (AUD, BEC, FAR, REG).
Guidelines, pointers, and tips show how to build knowledge in a logical and reinforcing way. Arms
test-takers with detailed text explanations and skill-building problems to help candidates identify,
focus on, and master the specific topics that may need additional reinforcement. Available in print
format.

illinois cpa exam requirements: You Can Pass the CPA Exam Debra R. Hopkins, 2005-01-21
Each year, over 120,000 CPA exam candidates continue to attempt to pass the CPA exam. It is a
stressful event in the life of an accountant, and the stress goes beyond just the knowledge and the
exam itself because of the high percentage (85%), of first time students who fail. This book discusses
what really happens at the CPA exam and how the candidate can better control the outcome. It
provides the expert guidance on the techniques needed to pass today's CPA exam.

illinois cpa exam requirements: Wiley CPA Exam Review 2012 O. Ray Whittington, Patrick
R. Delaney, 2011-11-18 Everything today's CPA candidates need to pass the CPA Exam Published
annually, this comprehensive four-volume paperback reviews all four parts of the CPA exam. Many
of the questions are taken directly from previous CPA exams. With 3,800 multiple-choice questions,
these study guides provide all the information candidates need to master in order to pass the
computerized Uniform CPA Examination. Its unique modular format helps you zero in on those areas
that need more attention and organize your study program. Complete sample exam The most
effective system available to prepare for the CPA exam—proven for over thirty years
Timely—up-to-the-minute coverage for the computerized exam Contains all current AICPA content
requirements in auditing and attestation; business environment and concepts; financial accounting
and reporting; and regulation Unique modular format—helps candidates zero in on areas that need
work, organize their study program, and concentrate their efforts Comprehensive questions—over
3,800 multiple-choice questions and their solutions in the four volumes Guidelines, pointers, and
tips—show how to build knowledge in a logical and reinforcing way Other titles by Whittington:
Audit Sampling: An Introduction, Fifth Edition Wiley CPA Exam Review 2012 arms test-takers with
detailed outlines, study guidelines, and skill-building problems to help candidates identify, focus on,
and master the specific topics that need the most work.

illinois cpa exam requirements: Wiley CPA Exam Review 2013 O. Ray Whittington,
2012-11-28 Everything today's CPA candidates need to pass the CPA Exam Published annually, this
Financial Accounting and Reporting volume of the comprehensive four-volume paperback reviews all
current AICPA content requirements in financial accounting and reporting. Many of the questions
are taken directly from previous CPA exams. With 3,800 multiple-choice questions in all four
volumes, these study guides provide all the information candidates need to master in order to pass
the computerized Uniform CPA Examination. Its unique modular format helps you zero in on those
areas that need more attention and organize your study program. Complete sample exam The most
effective system available to prepare for the CPA exam—proven for over thirty years
Timely—up-to-the-minute coverage for the computerized exam Contains all current AICPA content
requirements in financial accounting and reporting Unique modular format—helps candidates zero
in on areas that need work, organize their study program, and concentrate their efforts
Comprehensive questions—over 3,800 multiple-choice questions and their solutions in the four
volumes Guidelines, pointers, and tips—show how to build knowledge in a logical and reinforcing
way Other titles by Whittington: Audit Sampling: An Introduction, Fifth Edition Wiley CPA Exam
Review 2013 arms test-takers with detailed outlines, study guidelines, and skill-building problems to
help candidates identify, focus on, and master the specific topics that need the most work.

illinois cpa exam requirements: Lawrence County, Illinois Lawrence County Historical
Society (Lawrence County, Ill.), 1995 This is a 175th anniversary history/family history.

illinois cpa exam requirements: Accounting Principles, Volume 1 Jerry J. Weygandt, Donald E.
Kieso, Paul D. Kimmel, Barbara Trenholm, Valerie Warren, Lori Novak, 2019-01-29 Our top selling
introductory accounting product Accounting Principles helps students succeed with its proven



pedagogical framework, technical currency and an unparalleled robust suite of study and practice
resources. It has been praised for its outstanding visual design, excellent writing style and clarity of
presentation. The new eighth edition provides more opportunities to use technology and new
features that empower students to apply what they have learned in the classroom to the world
outside the classroom.

illinois cpa exam requirements: Accounting Principles, Volume 2 Jerry J. Weygandt,
Donald E. Kieso, Paul D. Kimmel, Barbara Trenholm, Valerie Warren, Lori E. Novak, 2022-01-10
Accounting Principles, 9th Canadian Edition empowers students to succeed by providing a clear
overview of fundamental financial and managerial accounting concepts with a focus on learning the
accounting cycle from the sole proprietor perspective. To develop a deeper understanding of course
concepts, students work through high-quality assessment at varying levels, helping them learn more
efficiently and create connections between topics and real-world application. There are also a
variety of hands-on activities that help students learn how to solve business problems, including
running cases with real-world application, Analytics in Action problems, Data Analytics Insight
features, and Excel templates. With Accounting Principles, your students will stay on track and be
better prepared to connect the classroom to the real world. With Accounting Principles, your
students will stay on track and be better prepared to connect the classroom to the real world.

illinois cpa exam requirements: Research Handbook on Accounting and Ethics Marion Brivot,
Charles H. Cho, 2023-03-02 This invigorating Research Handbook focuses on collective ethical
issues facing the accounting profession as a whole, as well as the users of the services provided by
accountants. Providing an overview of contemporary accounting and ethics issues around the world,
it discusses the ethical considerations involved in accounting, including external and internal
auditing, tax, forensic accounting, and governance, as well as new areas of research relating to
accounting and ethics, through cross-fertilization with other disciplines and presenting multiple
innovative perspectives.

illinois cpa exam requirements: Career Planning Strategies C. Randall Powell, 2004
Career Planning Strategies is designed to be used by anyone looking to enter into a new career or
job field. This text will help students discover career happiness and job satisfaction. The approach of
this text goes beyond the one-shot job hunt. It shows students how to be continuously in charge of
their career. The focus of Career Planning Strategies is on planning. Planning involves developing a
systematic approach to the direction students want their working life to take. The approach
described in this book not only sets the plan, but shows students how to implement it as well.
Excellent source for resume material Helps prepare students for interviews Applicable for senior
seminar courses For junior/senior career planning courses

illinois cpa exam requirements: Financial Accounting Jerry J. Weygandt, Paul D. Kimmel,
Donald E. Kieso, 2019-12-12 To understand a business, you have to understand the financial insides
of a business organization. Through a focus on accounting transactions, real-world problem-solving,
and engaging industry examples, Weygandt Financial Accounting, 11th edition demonstrates how
accounting is an exciting field of study and helps connect core financial accounting concepts to
students' everyday lives and future careers. Continuing to help students succeed in their
introductory financial accounting course for over two decades, this edition brings together the
trusted Weygandt, Kimmel, and Kieso reputation with fresh, timely, and accurate updates to help
build confidence and engage today's students.
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