
illinois labor history society
illinois labor history society is a dedicated organization committed to preserving and promoting
the rich labor heritage of Illinois. This society plays a crucial role in documenting the struggles,
achievements, and contributions of workers and unions throughout Illinois' industrial and social
history. By fostering awareness and education, the Illinois Labor History Society provides invaluable
resources for historians, students, labor activists, and the general public interested in the evolution
of labor movements in the state. This article explores the origins and mission of the Illinois Labor
History Society, its key activities and programs, significant labor events it highlights, and its impact
on contemporary labor education and advocacy. Additionally, the article outlines how this society
collaborates with various institutions to ensure that the legacy of Illinois' labor history continues to
inspire future generations. The following sections offer a comprehensive overview of the Illinois
Labor History Society’s role and significance in preserving labor history.
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Origins and Mission of the Illinois Labor History
Society

Founding and Historical Context
The Illinois Labor History Society was established to preserve the memory and lessons of the labor
movement within Illinois, a state with a rich industrial past. Founded in the late 20th century, the
society emerged out of a need to document the experiences of workers and labor organizations that
shaped the economic and social fabric of the region. The society’s origins are closely tied to the
recognition that many important labor struggles and achievements were at risk of being forgotten
without dedicated archival and educational efforts.

Mission and Objectives
The core mission of the Illinois Labor History Society is to promote the study and dissemination of
labor history in Illinois. This includes collecting oral histories, preserving artifacts, and supporting
research related to labor unions, strikes, workplace reforms, and the broader fight for workers’
rights. The society aims to create a comprehensive and accessible record of labor history to inform



public understanding and inspire continued advocacy for fair labor practices. Its objectives include
fostering community engagement, supporting academic inquiry, and providing educational resources
to a diverse audience.

Key Activities and Programs

Archival Preservation and Documentation
A primary activity of the Illinois Labor History Society is the systematic collection and preservation
of labor-related documents, photographs, and oral histories. The society maintains archives that
serve as a critical resource for historians, educators, and activists. These archives include union
records, personal narratives from workers, and materials related to significant labor disputes and
legislation.

Conferences and Public Lectures
The society regularly organizes conferences, seminars, and public lectures to facilitate the exchange
of knowledge and foster dialogue about labor history. These events often feature historians, labor
leaders, and scholars who present research findings and discuss contemporary labor issues in light
of historical perspectives. Such programs enhance public awareness and encourage critical
reflection on labor’s role in society.

Labor History Tours and Exhibits
To bring labor history to life, the Illinois Labor History Society conducts guided tours of historic
labor sites and curates exhibits that showcase significant events and figures in Illinois labor history.
These activities provide immersive educational experiences that highlight the struggles and
triumphs of workers, connecting historical narratives with physical locations and artifacts.

Significant Labor Events Highlighted by the Society

The Haymarket Affair
The Illinois Labor History Society places great emphasis on the Haymarket Affair of 1886, a pivotal
moment in labor history that took place in Chicago. This event, which began as a peaceful rally in
support of an eight-hour workday and ended in a deadly confrontation, is a central topic in the
society’s educational efforts. It symbolizes the sacrifices made by workers and the ongoing fight for
labor rights.



The Pullman Strike
Another key event the society highlights is the Pullman Strike of 1894, which had profound
implications for labor relations in Illinois and across the United States. The strike, initiated by the
American Railway Union against the Pullman Company, underscored issues of wage reduction,
working conditions, and corporate control. The society’s materials explore the strike’s causes,
progression, and impact on labor law and union organization.

Industrial Unionism and Labor Legislation
The Illinois Labor History Society also focuses on the rise of industrial unionism in the 20th century,
including the efforts of the United Steelworkers, United Auto Workers, and other unions that shaped
Illinois’ industrial workforce. It documents the legislative milestones that improved worker
protections, such as minimum wage laws, workplace safety regulations, and collective bargaining
rights, illustrating the society’s commitment to showcasing the evolution of labor rights.

Educational Outreach and Publications

Educational Resources for Schools and Universities
The Illinois Labor History Society provides a variety of educational materials tailored for use in
classrooms and academic research. These resources include lesson plans, primary source
documents, and multimedia presentations designed to engage students with labor history topics. The
society works to integrate labor history into broader educational curricula to ensure that the
contributions of workers are recognized and studied.

Newsletters and Scholarly Publications
The society publishes newsletters and scholarly journals that feature articles, book reviews, and
reports on recent research in labor history. These publications serve as platforms for historians and
labor experts to share insights and updates, helping to sustain an informed community of scholars
and activists. The society’s commitment to publishing supports ongoing dialogue and scholarship
related to Illinois labor history.

Oral History Projects
One of the society’s notable outreach efforts involves oral history projects that record firsthand
accounts from retired and current workers, union leaders, and labor activists. These testimonies
provide personal perspectives that enrich the understanding of labor struggles and achievements.
The oral histories are preserved in digital archives accessible to researchers and the public.



Collaborations and Community Impact

Partnerships with Labor Unions and Historical Organizations
The Illinois Labor History Society collaborates with labor unions, museums, universities, and
historical societies to amplify its mission. These partnerships help in organizing joint events, sharing
resources, and expanding the reach of labor history education. The society’s network strengthens
the collective effort to preserve labor heritage and advocate for workers’ interests.

Community Engagement and Advocacy
The society actively engages with communities across Illinois to promote labor history awareness
and social justice. Through public events, commemorations, and educational programs, it fosters a
deeper appreciation of labor’s role in shaping the state’s social and economic landscape. The
society’s work contributes to informed advocacy for workers’ rights and fair labor standards today.

Impact on Labor Movement and Public Policy
By preserving labor history and promoting education, the Illinois Labor History Society indirectly
influences contemporary labor movements and policy discussions. Its documentation of past
struggles and successes provides valuable lessons for current labor advocates and policymakers. The
society’s efforts ensure that the historical context remains integral to ongoing debates about labor
laws, workplace fairness, and economic justice.

Preservation of labor archives and oral histories

Educational programs and resources for diverse audiences

Public events including lectures, tours, and exhibitions

Partnerships with unions and historical institutions

Promotion of awareness about key Illinois labor events and legislation

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Illinois Labor History Society?
The Illinois Labor History Society is an organization dedicated to preserving and promoting the rich
history of labor movements and workers' struggles in Illinois.



When was the Illinois Labor History Society founded?
The Illinois Labor History Society was founded in 1969 to document and celebrate the contributions
of labor to the state's development.

What are the main activities of the Illinois Labor History
Society?
The society organizes lectures, publishes research, hosts events, and supports educational programs
related to labor history in Illinois.

How does the Illinois Labor History Society contribute to labor
education?
It provides resources, organizes workshops, and collaborates with schools and unions to educate the
public about labor history and workers' rights.

Can anyone join the Illinois Labor History Society?
Yes, membership is open to individuals interested in labor history, including students, scholars,
union members, and the general public.

Does the Illinois Labor History Society have an archive or
museum?
The society maintains archives of documents, photographs, and oral histories related to Illinois labor
movements and sometimes collaborates with museums for exhibitions.

How can I get involved with the Illinois Labor History Society?
You can get involved by becoming a member, attending events, volunteering, or contributing to their
research and educational initiatives.

Additional Resources
1. Fighting for the Working Class: Illinois Labor Movements in the 20th Century
This book explores the major labor movements in Illinois throughout the 1900s, highlighting key
strikes, union formations, and political battles. It provides a detailed account of how Illinois workers
organized to improve wages, working conditions, and labor rights. The narrative also includes
contributions from prominent labor leaders and firsthand testimonies from workers.

2. The Illinois Labor History Society: Chronicles of a Century
A comprehensive history of the Illinois Labor History Society itself, this volume traces its founding,
mission, and impact over the decades. It showcases the Society’s role in preserving labor heritage
and promoting education about workers' struggles in Illinois. The book includes archival materials,
photographs, and interviews with members and labor historians.



3. Steel and Sweat: The Rise of Illinois’ Industrial Workforce
Focusing on Illinois’ industrial boom, this book examines how steel mills, factories, and railroads
shaped the state’s labor landscape. It discusses the challenges faced by industrial workers, including
long hours, unsafe conditions, and the fight for union recognition. The work also addresses the socio-
economic changes brought about by industrialization in Illinois.

4. Voices from the Picket Line: Oral Histories of Illinois Laborers
This collection features personal stories and interviews from Illinois workers who participated in
significant labor actions. These oral histories provide unique insights into the human side of labor
struggles, capturing the hopes, fears, and resilience of workers across different industries. The book
is an invaluable resource for understanding labor history from the perspective of its participants.

5. The Haymarket Affair and Its Legacy in Illinois Labor
Delving into the famous Haymarket Riot of 1886, this book analyzes its causes, events, and lasting
impact on labor movements in Illinois and beyond. It contextualizes the riot within the broader fight
for workers' rights and the eight-hour workday. The author also discusses how the incident
influenced labor laws and union strategies in Illinois.

6. Women in Illinois Labor History: Breaking Barriers
Highlighting the contributions of women to Illinois labor movements, this book covers their roles in
strikes, organizing, and leadership within unions. It explores the unique challenges female workers
faced, including gender discrimination and balancing family responsibilities. The narrative
celebrates pioneering women who helped shape labor policies and workers’ rights in the state.

7. Union Power: The Growth of Organized Labor in Illinois
This book traces the development and expansion of labor unions across various sectors in Illinois. It
examines key unions such as the United Mine Workers, the Chicago Teachers Union, and others,
detailing their campaigns and successes. The author also discusses legislative battles that unions
engaged in to protect workers’ interests.

8. Labor Struggles in Chicago: A City’s Working-Class History
Focusing on Chicago, Illinois’ largest city, this book documents pivotal labor strikes, protests, and
organizing efforts that shaped the city’s working-class identity. It highlights events like the Pullman
Strike and the Packinghouse workers’ movements. The book also explores the intersection of labor
struggles with race, immigration, and urban politics.

9. Preserving Labor Heritage: Museums and Archives in Illinois
This work provides an overview of institutions dedicated to preserving Illinois’ labor history,
including museums, archives, and historical societies. It emphasizes the importance of safeguarding
labor artifacts, documents, and stories for future generations. The book also discusses educational
programs and community efforts spearheaded by the Illinois Labor History Society.
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  illinois labor history society: Illinois Labor History Society Illinois Labor History Society, 2019
  illinois labor history society: Department of the Interior and Related Agencies Appropriations
for Fiscal Year 1980 United States. Congress. Senate. Committee on Appropriations. Subcommittee
on the Department of the Interior and Related Agencies, 1980
  illinois labor history society: On Location D. Fairchild Ruggles, 2011-11-19 On Location:
Heritage Cities and Sites merges the material and the social perspectives of preservation and
historical interpretation in urban landscapes. The essays in this volume focus on the social life of
historic cities and large-scale sites. They examine the ways that cities are dynamically changing as
they are made and then remade by the people who inhabit or simply visit them, and concentrate on
change, pluralism, and fragmentation. The strength of On Location: Heritage Cities and Sites is its
comparative approach to both theory and grounded research. It includes an introductory essay that
explains the heritage principle under study--the challenges of scale in the environment of a city or
large complex--and its development as seen in the policy instruments of ICOMOS, UNESCO, and
other major heritage organizations.The combination of wide-ranging case studies (including essays
on North America, South America, Central America, the Middle East, and Europe) and the
theoretical background make this volume an invaluable asset for researchers in archaeology, urban
studies, art and architecture, cultural heritage, public policy, and tourism.
  illinois labor history society: Heritage, Labour and the Working Classes Laurajane Smith,
Paul Shackel, Gary Campbell, 2012-05-23 Heritage, Labour and the Working Classes is both a
celebration and commemoration of working class culture. It contains sometimes inspiring accounts
of working class communities and people telling their own stories, and weaves together examples of
tangible and intangible heritage, place, history, memory, music and literature. Rather than being
framed in a 'social inclusion' framework, which sees working class culture as a deficit, this book
addresses the question What is labour and working class heritage, how does it differ or stand in
opposition to dominant ways of understanding heritage and history, and in what ways is it used as a
contemporary resource? It also explores how heritage is used in working class communities and by
labour organizations, and considers what meanings and significance this heritage may have, while
also identifying how and why communities and their heritage have been excluded. Drawing on new
scholarship in heritage studies, social memory, the public history of labour, and new working class
studies, this volume highlights the heritage of working people, communities and organizations.
Contributions are drawn from a number of Western countries including the USA, UK, Spain,
Sweden, Australia and New Zealand, and from a range of disciplines including heritage and museum
studies, history, sociology, politics, archaeology and anthropology. Heritage, Labour and the
Working Classes represents an innovative and useful resource for heritage and museum
practitioners, students and academics concerned with understanding community heritage and the
debate on social inclusion/exclusion. It offers new ways of understanding heritage, its values and
consequences, and presents a challenge to dominant and traditional frameworks for understanding
and identifying heritage and heritage making.
  illinois labor history society: Department of the Interior and Related Agencies
Appropriations for Fiscal Year 1980: Department of Energy, National Foundation on the
Arts and the Humanities, nondepartmental witnesses, Smithsonian Institution United
States. Congress. Senate. Committee on Appropriations. Subcommittee on the Department of the
Interior and Related Agencies, 1980
  illinois labor history society: Cumulative List of Organizations Described in Section 170
(c) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 , 1991
  illinois labor history society: Cumulative List of Organizations Described in Section 170
(c) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954 , 2003
  illinois labor history society: Chicago Italians at Work Peter N. Pero, 2009 For more than a
century, Italian immigrants and their descendants contributed their labor and talent to building the
city. Chicago Italians at Work focuses on a period from 1890 to 1970 when industry was king in this



midwestern metropolis. Generations of Italians found work in companies such as U.S. Steel, Western
Electric, Pullman, Crane, McCormick/Harvester, Hart Schaffner and Marx, and other large industrial
corporations. Other Italians were self-employed as barbers, shoe workers, tailors, musicians,
construction workers, and more. In many of these trades, Italians were predominant. A complex
network of family enterprises also operated in the Chicago Italian community. Small shopkeepers
generated work in food services and retail employment; some of these ma-and-pa operations grew
into large, prosperous enterprises that survive today. Finally, Italians helped develop trade unions,
which created long-term economic gains for all ethnic groups in Chicago. This book chronicles the
labor and contributions of an urban ethnic community through historic photographs and text.
  illinois labor history society: The Gilded Age & Progressive Era Elisabeth Israels Perry,
Karen Manners Smith, 2006-10-30 More than 250 entries provide information on a wide range of
topics related to the Gilded Age and Progressive Era, covering the economic, political, and cultural
changes and expansions that took place from 1877 to 1920.
  illinois labor history society: Protectors of Privilege Frank Donner, 1992-09-30 This landmark
exposé of the dark history of repressive police operations in American cities offers a richly detailed
account of police misconduct and violations of protected freedoms over the past century. In an
incisive examination of undercover work in Chicago, Los Angeles, New York, and Philadelphia as
well as Washington, D.C., Detroit, New Haven, Baltimore, and Birmingham, Donner reveals the
underside of American law enforcement.
  illinois labor history society: Susan Angeline Collins: with a Hallelujah Heart Janis Bennington
Van Buren, 2021-04-27 Ten percent of book profits will go to the Susan Angeline Collins Scholarship
at Upper Iowa University in Fayette, Iowa. Get ready to delve into a world of hardship, challenge,
and fulfillment. Explore the life of African American Susan Angeline Collins and be inspired by her
faith, pioneering attitude, missionary successes, unfailing courage, and belief in everyone’s right to
an education. As Miss Collins’ life unfolds before you, relevant social issues affecting people of color
are intertwined. Issues examined include economics, education, gender, race, religion, and Africa’s
colonization from her 1851 birth in Illinois until her 1940 death in Iowa. Her resourcefulness in
overcoming obstacles during her 33-year commitment to missionary service in the Congo Delta
Region and Angola is compelling. Miss Collins’ story demonstrates the difference one person can
make in the lives of an unknown number of women and children, some orphaned and homeless and
others escaping early marriage and subservience. Her leadership is evidenced when starting a girls’
school in the northern Angolan high plateau region years before Mary Jane McLeod Bethune
initiated her school for African-American girls in Florida. You will be gratified to discover how this
diminutive bundle of energy achieved recognition as a stalwart missionary, leader, teacher, nurse,
construction manager, and surrogate mother to “her girls.”
  illinois labor history society: Lucy Parsons Carolyn Ashbaugh, 2013-02-05 A woman ahead of
her time, Lucy Parsons was an early American radical who defied all the conventions of her
turbulent era. Born in 1853 in Texas, she was an outspoken black woman, radical writer and labour
organiser. Parsons led the defence campaign for the 'Haymarket martyrs,' which included her
husband Albert Parsons and remained active in the struggles of the oppressed throughout her life.
This is the unique and inspiring story of a woman described in the 1920s by the Chicago police as
'more dangerous than a thousand rioters'.
  illinois labor history society: Cumulative List of Organizations Described in Section 170
(c) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954 United States. Internal Revenue Service, 1989
  illinois labor history society: The Irish in Illinois Mathieu W. Billings, Sean Farrell, 2020 The
authors look at the state's earliest Irish residents and communities and describe the critical roles
played by Irish immigrants in the settlement and founding of the Prairie State--
  illinois labor history society: The Americas Trudy Ring, Noelle Watson, Paul Schellinger,
2013-11-05 This five-volume set presents some 1,000 comprehensive and fully illustrated histories of
the most famous sites in the world. Entries include location, description, and site details, and a
3,000- to 4,000-word essay that provides a full history of the site and its condition today. An



annotated further reading list of books and articles about the site completes each entry. The
geographically organized volumes include: * Volume 1: The Americas * [1-884964-00-1] * Volume 2:
Northern Europe * [1-884964-01-X] * Volume 3: Southern Europe * [1-884964-02-8] * Volume 4:
Middle East & Africa * [1-884964-03-6] * Volume 5: Asia & Oceania * [1-884964-04-4]
  illinois labor history society: American Pogrom Charles L. Lumpkins, 2008 On July 2 and 3,
1917, race riots rocked the small industrial city of East St. Louis, Illinois. American Pogrom takes
the reader beyond that pivotal time in the city's history to explore black people's activism from the
antebellum era to the eve of the post-World War II civil rights movement. Charles Lumpkins shows
that black residents of East St. Louis had engaged in formal politics since the 1870s, exerting
influence through the ballot and through patronage in a city dominated by powerful real estate
interests even as many African Americans elsewhere experienced setbacks in exercising their
political and economic rights. While Lumpkins asserts that the race riots were a pogrom--an
organized massacre of a particular ethnic group--orchestrated by certain businessmen intent on
preventing black residents from attaining political power and on turning the city into a sundown
town permanently cleared of African Americans, he also demonstrates how the African American
community survived. He situates the activities of the black citizens of East St. Louis in the context of
the larger story of the African American quest for freedom, citizenship, and equality.
  illinois labor history society: Making a New Deal Lizabeth Cohen, 2014-11-06 Examines how
ordinary factory workers became unionists and national political participants by the mid-1930s.
  illinois labor history society: Orders Adopted , 1953
  illinois labor history society: Urban Disorder and the Shape of Belief Carl Smith, 2008-09-15
The Great Chicago Fire of 1871, the Haymarket bombing of 1886, and the making and unmaking of
the model town of Pullman—these remarkable events in what many considered the quintessential
American city forced people across the country to confront the disorder that seemed inevitably to
accompany urban growth and social change. In Urban Disorder and the Shape of Belief, Carl Smith
explores the imaginative dimensions of these events as he traces the evolution of interconnected
beliefs and actions that increasingly linked city, disorder, and social reality in the minds of
Americans. Examining a remarkable range of writings and illustrations, as well as protests, public
gatherings, trials, hearings, and urban reform and construction efforts, Smith argues that these
three events—and the public awareness of them—not only informed one another, but collectively
shaped how Americans understood, and continue to understand, Chicago and modern urban life.
This classic of urban cultural history is updated with a foreword by the author that expands our
understanding of urban disorder to encompass such recent examples as Hurricane Katrina, the
Oklahoma City Bombing, and 9/11. “Cultural history at its finest. By utilizing questions and
methodologies of urban studies, social history, and literary history, Smith creates a sophisticated
account of changing visions of urban America.”—Robin F. Bachin, Journal of Interdisciplinary
History
  illinois labor history society: This Fine Place So Far from Home C.L. Dews, Carolyn Leste
Law, 1995-04-19 Affecting stories of faculty and graduate students from working-class on their
struggles in academia.
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Illinois Maps & Facts - World Atlas   Illinois, a state in the Midwestern United States, shares its
borders with Wisconsin to the north, Indiana to the east, and the Mississippi River forms its western
border with Iowa
Illinois State Information – Symbols, Capital, Constitution, Flags Blank Outline Maps: Find
printable blank map of the State of Illinois , without names, so you can quiz yourself on important
locations, abbreviations, or state capital
Judge blocks National Guard moves in Illinois - POLITICO 4 days ago  IN A SLAP to President
Donald Trump’s immigration crackdown, a federal judge in Chicago has temporarily halted plans to
deploy National Guard troops in Illinois. The move
Best Places to Visit in Illinois | Travel Guide 2025 Plan your Illinois adventure with our
comprehensive travel guides. Explore charming towns, breathtaking scenery, and unique
experiences
Fun Facts - Chicago's Mercy Hospital was the first hospital opened in Illinois. Chicago’s O’Hare
International Airport is the busiest airport in the world. A plane takes off or lands there every 23
seconds.
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