
illinois state board of education licensure
illinois state board of education licensure is a critical credential for educators seeking to teach in
Illinois public schools. This licensure ensures that teachers and educational professionals meet the
state-mandated standards for quality and competency. The Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE)
oversees the licensure process, establishing guidelines, requirements, and renewal procedures to
maintain high educational standards. Understanding the types of licenses, eligibility criteria,
application processes, and continuing education requirements is essential for educators navigating
this system. This article provides a comprehensive overview of the Illinois State Board of Education
licensure, including the steps to obtain, renew, and maintain teaching credentials in Illinois. It also
covers the role of the ISBE and details about endorsements and specialized licenses.
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Overview of Illinois State Board of Education Licensure
The Illinois State Board of Education licensure system ensures that educators adhere to established
professional standards in teaching and administration. Licensure is mandatory for individuals seeking
employment in public schools across Illinois and serves as a benchmark for educator qualifications.
The ISBE is responsible for formulating licensure policies, evaluating applications, and issuing
credentials that comply with state educational laws. Licensure supports the state’s commitment to
quality education by regulating who is qualified to instruct students. This process helps maintain a
professional teaching workforce equipped with the necessary knowledge and skills.

Types of Licenses Offered
The Illinois State Board of Education offers several types of licenses tailored to different educational
roles and levels. Each license type corresponds to specific qualifications and responsibilities within the
educational system. The primary licenses include:

Professional Educator License (PEL): The standard license for teachers, administrators, and
other educational professionals who meet all preparation and testing requirements.

Educator Licensure with Stipulations: Temporary licenses issued under specific conditions,



usually when candidates are completing requirements.

Substitute Teaching License: Allows individuals to serve as substitute teachers in Illinois
schools.

Paraprofessional License: For educational support staff working under teacher supervision.

Administrative Licenses: For school principals, superintendents, and other leadership roles
requiring specialized credentials.

Each license type has unique criteria and durations, ensuring that educators are appropriately
credentialed for their specific roles.

Eligibility and Application Process
Eligibility for the Illinois State Board of Education licensure depends on educational background,
testing, and preparation program completion. Generally, candidates must hold at least a bachelor’s
degree from an accredited institution and complete an approved educator preparation program.
Additionally, passing state-required exams such as the Illinois Licensure Testing System (ILTS) is
mandatory.

Required Testing and Educational Qualifications
Candidates must pass multiple assessments that evaluate content-area knowledge and teaching
skills. These include:

Content-area tests specific to the teaching subject

Assessment of Professional Teaching (APT)

Basic skills tests or alternative assessments as applicable

Completion of a state-approved educator preparation program that includes student teaching
experience is also required.

Application Submission and Documentation
Applicants submit their licensure applications through the ISBE online portal or by mail, providing
transcripts, test scores, background checks, and proof of completion of preparation programs. The
Illinois State Board of Education reviews applications to verify eligibility before issuing licenses.

Renewal and Continuing Professional Development
The Illinois State Board of Education licensure requires periodic renewal to ensure educators remain
current with evolving educational standards. Renewal typically occurs every five years and involves



completing continuing professional development (CPD) hours.

Continuing Professional Development Requirements
Educators must complete professional learning activities that enhance their skills and knowledge.
These activities may include workshops, coursework, conferences, or other approved educational
experiences. The ISBE outlines specific CPD hour requirements based on license type.

Renewal Process
To renew a license, educators must submit documentation of completed CPD hours and pay any
applicable fees. Failure to renew on time can result in license expiration, requiring additional steps to
reinstate credentials.

Endorsements and Specialized Licenses
The Illinois State Board of Education offers endorsements and specialized licenses to expand an
educator’s qualifications and authorize teaching in specific subject areas or roles. These
endorsements allow professionals to demonstrate expertise beyond their primary licensure.

Common Endorsements

Special Education Endorsement: For teachers working with students with disabilities.

English as a Second Language (ESL): For educators supporting English language learners.

Reading Specialist: Focused on literacy and reading instruction.

Technology Integration: For educators incorporating technology into instructional practices.

Obtaining Endorsements
Endorsements require additional coursework, testing, or experience. Educators must submit
applications for endorsements separately through the ISBE, demonstrating fulfillment of all relevant
requirements.

Role of the Illinois State Board of Education in
Licensure
The Illinois State Board of Education plays a central role in regulating educator licensure, ensuring the
integrity and quality of the teaching workforce. The board establishes licensure standards, approves
educator preparation programs, and monitors compliance with state laws. ISBE also maintains the
online licensure system, facilitating application, renewal, and verification processes for educators and
employers.



Moreover, the board collaborates with institutions of higher education, professional organizations, and
policymakers to continuously improve licensure standards and address emerging educational needs.
Through these efforts, the Illinois State Board of Education licensure system supports effective
teaching and contributes to student success across the state.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Illinois State Board of Education Licensure?
The Illinois State Board of Education Licensure is a certification process overseen by the Illinois State
Board of Education (ISBE) that authorizes individuals to work as educators in Illinois public schools.

How do I apply for a teaching license through the Illinois State
Board of Education?
To apply for a teaching license in Illinois, you must complete an approved educator preparation
program, pass required exams, and submit an application through the Illinois Educator Licensure
Information System (ELIS) on the ISBE website.

What types of licensure are available through the Illinois
State Board of Education?
ISBE offers several types of licensure including Professional Educator License (PEL), Educator
Licensure with Stipulations (ELS), Substitute License, and Administrative Licenses, among others.

What exams are required for Illinois State Board of Education
licensure?
Applicants typically must pass the Illinois Licensure Testing System (ILTS) exams, which may include
tests on content area knowledge, basic skills, and pedagogy depending on the license sought.

Can I transfer my teaching license from another state to
Illinois?
Yes, Illinois offers licensure by reciprocity for educators holding a valid license in another state, but
applicants must meet specific requirements and apply through the ISBE licensure system.

How long does it take to get an Illinois teaching license after
applying?
Processing times vary, but generally, it takes several weeks to a couple of months for the Illinois State
Board of Education to review and approve licensure applications once all requirements are met.



What are the renewal requirements for an Illinois teaching
license?
Illinois teaching licenses typically require renewal every five years, which involves completing
Professional Development Units (PDUs) or coursework and submitting a renewal application through
ELIS.

Where can I find resources and support for Illinois State Board
of Education licensure?
Resources and support for licensure can be found on the official ISBE website, including guides, FAQs,
application portals, and contact information for licensure specialists.

Additional Resources
1. Illinois Educator Licensure Guidebook
This comprehensive guidebook offers detailed information on the licensure requirements set by the
Illinois State Board of Education. It covers the application process, necessary exams, and renewal
procedures, helping educators navigate the complex system smoothly. The book also includes tips for
maintaining licensure and meeting professional development standards.

2. Mastering the Illinois Licensure Testing System
Focused on the testing component of Illinois educator licensure, this book provides thorough
preparation strategies for the Illinois Licensure Testing System (ILTS) exams. It features practice
questions, test-taking tips, and content reviews tailored to various subject areas. Educators will find
this resource invaluable for passing certification exams confidently.

3. Professional Development for Illinois Educators
This resource highlights the ongoing professional development requirements mandated by the Illinois
State Board of Education for license renewal. It outlines approved activities, documentation
procedures, and strategies for effective professional growth. The book also explores ways to align
professional learning with career advancement goals.

4. Illinois Teacher Licensure: Policies and Procedures
An essential reference for understanding the rules, regulations, and procedures related to teacher
licensure in Illinois. This book breaks down complex policy language into clear explanations, making it
accessible for both new and experienced educators. It also discusses the impact of state legislation on
licensure standards.

5. Alternative Licensure Routes in Illinois
This book explores non-traditional pathways to obtaining an Illinois teaching license, such as
residency programs and emergency permits. It provides guidance on eligibility, application steps, and
program requirements, making it a helpful tool for career changers or those entering education
through alternative means. The book also shares success stories from educators who followed these
routes.

6. Illinois Educator Ethics and Licensure Standards
Focusing on the ethical standards and professional conduct expected of licensed educators in Illinois,



this book outlines the code of ethics and its implications for licensure. It discusses scenarios involving
ethical dilemmas and offers advice on maintaining integrity in the classroom. This guide is vital for
educators committed to upholding high professional standards.

7. Renewing Your Illinois Teaching License: A Step-by-Step Guide
This practical manual walks educators through the process of renewing their teaching licenses in
Illinois. It covers required documentation, deadlines, and continuing education credits, ensuring
readers stay compliant with state regulations. The book also highlights common renewal pitfalls and
how to avoid them.

8. Illinois Licensure for School Administrators
Designed specifically for aspiring and current school administrators, this book details the licensure
requirements for educational leadership roles in Illinois. It includes information on necessary
certifications, examination requirements, and leadership competencies. The book also offers advice
on career planning within the state's educational administration framework.

9. Understanding Illinois Special Education Licensure
This book provides an in-depth look at the licensure process for special education teachers in Illinois.
It explains specific certification areas, testing requirements, and professional development
expectations unique to special education. Educators will find guidance on navigating regulations to
effectively serve students with special needs.
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either about different positions within a single state or about a single position in different states.
Given the differences in information and formats of the state Web sites, this annual volume
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wide range of professionals at the elementary and secondary school levels available in a single
volume. -- Provided by publisher.
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secondary levels. Requirements for Certification is a valuable resource, making much-needed
knowledge available in one straightforward volume.
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at the processes, pitfalls, and successes that can emerge from major education reform efforts at the
state level, this volume covers the full policy change cycle in the development and transformation of
the Illinois principal preparation program. Offering perspectives from the major stakeholder groups
involved in transforming Illinois principal preparation—school districts, universities, state education
agencies, teachers unions, and professional associations—this book documents the three distict
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of children, but just 19% of the teaching force. Yet research over decades has indicated their
positive impact on student learning and social and emotional development, particularly for Students
of Color and Indigenous Students. A first of its kind, the Handbook of Research on Teachers of Color
and Indigenous Teachers addresses key issues and obstacles to ethnoracial diversity across the life
course of teachers’ careers, such as recruitment and retention, professional development, and the
role of minority-serving institutions. Including chapters from leading researchers and policy makers,
the Handbook is designed to be an important resource to help bridge the gap between scholars,
practitioners, and policy makers. In doing so, this research will serve as a launching pad for
discussion and change at this critical moment in our country’s history. The volume’s goal is to drive



conversations around the issue of ethnoracial teacher diversity and to provide concrete practices for
policy makers and practitioners to enable them to make evidence-based decisions for supporting an
ethnoracially diverse educator workforce, now and in the future.
  illinois state board of education licensure: Requirements for Certification of Teachers,
Counselors, Librarians, Administrators for Elementary and Secondary Schools, 2005-2006,
Seventieth Edition Elizabeth A. Kaye, 2005-09 This annual volume, conveniently organized by
state, offers the most complete and current listings of the requirements for certification of a wide
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  illinois state board of education licensure: State-by-State Guide to Commercial Real
Estate Leases, Sixth Edition Mark A. Senn, 2015-12-15 State-by-State Guide to Commercial Real
Estate Leases is the only reference that cuts through the tangle of state laws and gathers
togetherand—in one two volume setand—the essential information you need to know. It's all
presented in a unique instant-access format that's quick and easy to use. With the new Sixth Edition
of State-by-State Guide to Commercial Real Estate Leases, your days of fumbling through multiple
titles for the valuable information you need are over. Built around 51 comprehensive charts,
State-by-State Guide to Commercial Real Estate Leases reviews the relevant statutes in each state
that regulate every facet of commercial real estate leasing. It gives you the statutes themselves, plus
commentary explaining how they are used, case law, citations of authority, and more. Whether
you're in private practice or part of an in-house legal group, this ready reference to relevant statutes
is sure to help you: Cut down research time Spot possible problems early and correct or work
around them Avoid costly and embarrassing mistakes Protect yourself, your company, and/or your
clients at every step State-by-State Guide to Commercial Real Estate Leases is written by the top
real estate lawyers in each stateand—pre-eminent practitionersand—so you can be sure itand’s
authoritative and accurate. Each expert contributor has researched over 100 specific aspects of
commercial real estate leasingand—from assignments and subleases to tenant's obligations and
attorneys' feesand—to bring you the most complete and up-to-date coverage available anywhere
today.
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the role of teacher leaders in schools and then addresses the skill sets needed by teacher leaders:
state and federal frameworks, coaching for effective instruction, selecting and mentoring, managing
change, managing resources for student learning, and school improvement. Features: A
comprehensive book covering all aspects of teacher leaders including original research on the role
of teacher leadersEach chapter objectives are aligned with the new ELCC, ISLCC, TLEC and InTASC
standards on accreditationMany federal and various state data sources are includedEach chapter
contains a comprehensive case study and exercises for practical applicationProvides a blend of
academic, theory and practical perspectives on how to implement and execute changeSeveral handy
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set--the essential information you need to know. It's all presented in a unique instant-access format
that's quick and easy to use. With the new 2017 Edition of State-by-State Guide to Commercial Real
Estate Leases, your days of fumbling through multiple titles for the valuable information you need
are over. Built around 51 comprehensive charts, State-by-State Guide to Commercial Real Estate
Leases reviews the relevant statutes in each state that regulate every facet of commercial real estate
leasing. It gives you the statutes themselves, plus commentary explaining how they are used, case
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collection highlights why IRM is an approach to the overall utilization and management of
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competitive advantage in today's changing environment.
  illinois state board of education licensure: School Nursing Janice Selekman, Robin Adair
Shannon, Catherine F Yonkaitis, 2019-07-01 Produced in cooperation with the National Association
of School Nurses, this text includes comprehensive coverage of the multiple facets of school
nursing—from the foundations of practice and the roles and functions of a school nurse through
episodic and chronic illness and behavioral issues, to legal issues and leading and managing within
school settings. Written and edited by school nurses and pediatric experts, it features
real-world-tested, best practices based on evidence and experience. There’s content here that you
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mental health conditions including adolescent depression, contemporary legal issues, and current
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this is the only comprehensive and current resource for practicing school nurses and students. From
the foundations of practice, roles and functions, legal concerns, and leading and managing within
school settings to the well child, the child with episodic and chronic illness, and behavioral issues, it
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best practices based on evidence and experience and content not found anywhere else.
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  illinois state board of education licensure: Information Literacy Instruction for Educators
Scott Walter, Dawn Shinew, 2004-04-06 Much-needed guidance for updating your teaching skills
and practices! Information Literacy Instruction for Educators: Professional Knowledge for an
Information Age explores various methods of instructing pre-service teachers and administrators on
how to locate new subject matter and distinguish between fact, opinion, and rhetoric across a
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