images of nonverbal communication

images of nonverbal communication play a crucial role in understanding human interactions
beyond spoken language. They provide visual cues that convey emotions, intentions, and social
signals, often more powerfully than words themselves. This article explores the various types of
nonverbal communication, highlighting how images depicting these behaviors can enhance
comprehension and analysis. By examining facial expressions, gestures, posture, proxemics, and
other forms, readers will gain insight into the rich language communicated without speech.
Furthermore, the significance of these images in fields such as psychology, business, and
intercultural communication will be discussed. Finally, practical applications and considerations for
interpreting nonverbal cues through images will be addressed. This comprehensive guide will serve
as an essential resource for understanding the visual elements of nonverbal communication.

¢ Types of Nonverbal Communication

¢ Role of Images in Understanding Nonverbal Cues

e Common Nonverbal Communication Signals

e Interpreting Nonverbal Communication Across Cultures

 Applications of Nonverbal Communication Images

Types of Nonverbal Communication

Nonverbal communication encompasses a wide range of behaviors that convey messages without the
use of spoken words. Images of nonverbal communication typically illustrate these varied forms,
making it easier to recognize and interpret them. The primary types include facial expressions,
gestures, posture, eye contact, proxemics (use of space), haptics (touch), and paralanguage (vocal
cues such as tone and pitch).

Facial Expressions

Facial expressions are among the most universal and powerful types of nonverbal communication.
Images depicting facial expressions can show emotions such as happiness, anger, sadness, surprise,
fear, and disgust. These visual cues are often instinctual and can be recognized across different
cultures, making them essential for decoding emotional states during interactions.

Gestures

Gestures involve movements of the hands, arms, or other parts of the body to communicate specific
messages. Images of nonverbal communication frequently capture gestures such as waving,
pointing, thumbs up, or crossing arms. These gestures can be intentional or subconscious and vary



widely in meaning depending on the context and culture.

Posture and Body Language

Posture and overall body language convey attitudes, confidence levels, and feelings. Images that
highlight body orientation, stance, and movement provide valuable information about a person’s
engagement, openness, or defensiveness. For example, an open posture with relaxed shoulders often
indicates receptiveness, while crossed arms and a rigid stance may suggest resistance or discomfort.

Eye Contact

Eye contact is a critical element of nonverbal communication, often depicted in images showing the
direction and intensity of gaze. Maintaining eye contact can signal attention, honesty, and interest,
whereas avoiding eye contact might imply discomfort or evasiveness. The interpretation of eye
contact can vary based on cultural norms.

Proxemics and Use of Space

Proxemics refers to the physical distance maintained between individuals during communication.
Images illustrating proxemics reveal how personal, social, and public spaces are used to
communicate intimacy, dominance, or formality. Understanding spatial relationships through images
aids in grasping social dynamics and comfort levels in interactions.

Role of Images in Understanding Nonverbal Cues

Images of nonverbal communication serve as a powerful tool for education, training, and research.
Visual representations help individuals recognize subtle cues that may be missed in verbal
exchanges. They provide concrete examples that enhance memory retention and improve the ability
to decode nonverbal signals accurately.

Educational Use

In academic and professional settings, images are used to teach the nuances of body language and
nonverbal behavior. These images break down complex concepts into understandable visuals,
making them accessible for students and professionals alike. They also foster awareness of the
importance of nonverbal communication in interpersonal effectiveness.

Training and Development

Images are integral in training programs aimed at improving communication skills, such as in
customer service, sales, counseling, and leadership development. By analyzing images of nonverbal
communication, trainees learn to interpret emotions and intentions better, leading to enhanced
empathy and relationship building.



Research and Analysis

Researchers utilize images to study nonverbal behavior patterns systematically. Visual data allow for
detailed observation and coding of gestures, expressions, and movements. This approach contributes
to advancements in psychology, sociology, and communication studies by providing empirical
evidence of nonverbal communication’s impact.

Common Nonverbal Communication Signals

Understanding frequently observed nonverbal signals is essential for effective interpersonal
communication. Images of nonverbal communication often focus on these common cues to
demonstrate their meanings and variations.

e Smiling: Indicates friendliness, approval, or happiness.

e Frowning: Often signals displeasure, confusion, or concern.

¢ Nodding: Shows agreement or encouragement.

e Crossed arms: May suggest defensiveness or resistance.

¢ Leaning forward: Demonstrates interest or engagement.

e Avoiding eye contact: Can indicate nervousness or dishonesty.

e Touching face: Sometimes associated with anxiety or deception.

Interpreting Nonverbal Communication Across
Cultures

Nonverbal communication varies significantly across cultural contexts, making it vital to consider
cultural differences when interpreting images of nonverbal communication. What is considered
polite or positive in one culture may be rude or inappropriate in another.

Cultural Variations in Gestures

Gestures such as the thumbs-up or the “OK” sign can have vastly different meanings depending on
cultural backgrounds. Images that highlight these differences help prevent misunderstandings and
promote cross-cultural awareness in global interactions.



Eye Contact Norms

Eye contact expectations differ worldwide; some cultures view direct eye contact as a sign of
confidence and honesty, while others may see it as confrontational or disrespectful. Images
demonstrating these variations assist communicators in adapting their behaviors appropriately.

Personal Space Differences

Proxemics and the acceptable amount of personal space vary between cultures. Images depicting
social distancing norms aid in understanding and respecting these cultural preferences, which is
particularly important in international business and diplomacy.

Applications of Nonverbal Communication Images

Images of nonverbal communication have practical applications in numerous fields. They are utilized
to enhance interpersonal skills, improve professional interactions, and support therapeutic practices.

Business and Workplace Communication

In professional environments, images illustrating effective nonverbal communication help employees
and leaders convey confidence, openness, and empathy. Understanding these cues can improve
teamwork, negotiations, and customer relations.

Healthcare and Therapy

Healthcare professionals use images to better interpret patients’ nonverbal signals, which can
indicate pain, anxiety, or discomfort. Therapists also rely on visual analysis of body language to
assess emotional states and progress in counseling sessions.

Media and Advertising

Images of nonverbal communication are strategically employed in media and advertising to evoke
emotional responses and build connections with audiences. Visual cues in advertisements can
influence perceptions and increase engagement.

Law Enforcement and Security

Law enforcement agencies use training images to recognize suspicious behavior and nonverbal signs
of deception. Such understanding aids in interrogation, negotiation, and threat assessment
scenarios.



Frequently Asked Questions

What are common types of nonverbal communication depicted
in images?

Common types include facial expressions, gestures, body posture, eye contact, and proxemics, all of
which convey emotions and messages without words.

How can images of nonverbal communication improve
understanding in cross-cultural contexts?

Images help illustrate cultural differences in nonverbal cues, such as personal space or gestures,
enabling people to better interpret and respect diverse communication styles.

Why are images important for studying nonverbal
communication?

Images provide visual examples of body language and expressions, making it easier to analyze and
learn the subtleties of nonverbal cues compared to text descriptions alone.

What role do images of nonverbal communication play in
professional settings?

They aid in training employees to recognize and respond to nonverbal signals, improving
interpersonal interactions, teamwork, and customer relations.

Where can one find reliable images of nonverbal
communication for educational purposes?

Educational websites, psychology textbooks, communication courses, and stock photo libraries often
provide accurate and contextually relevant images of nonverbal communication.

Additional Resources

1. The Definitive Book of Body Language

This comprehensive guide explores the intricacies of nonverbal communication through detailed
images and explanations. It covers gestures, postures, facial expressions, and eye movements,
helping readers understand and interpret body language in various social contexts. The book is rich
with visual aids that decode the silent signals people send daily.

2. Body Language: How to Read Others' Thoughts by Their Gestures

This classic book provides an in-depth look at how gestures and nonverbal cues reveal true emotions
and intentions. Illustrated with clear images, it helps readers identify subtle signs of deception,
attraction, and confidence. The visual examples make it easier to grasp the nuances of body
language.



3. Nonverbal Communication in Human Interaction

Focusing on the role of nonverbal behavior in effective communication, this book uses numerous
images and diagrams to highlight key concepts. It discusses posture, facial expressions, proxemics,
and paralanguage, emphasizing their impact on interpersonal relationships. The visual content
enhances understanding of how nonverbal cues complement or contradict spoken words.

4. The Power of Body Language: How to Succeed in Every Business and Social Encounter

This book combines practical advice with vivid illustrations to demonstrate how body language
influences professional and social interactions. It teaches readers to read others accurately and
project confidence through their own nonverbal signals. The images clarify concepts like handshake
firmness, eye contact, and seating positions.

5. Visual Intelligence: Sharpen Your Perception, Change Your Life

While broader in scope, this book includes a significant focus on interpreting nonverbal cues
through images. It trains readers to enhance their observational skills and decode visual signals that
impact communication. The rich photographic examples help develop a keener awareness of subtle
body language.

6. What Every BODY is Saying: An Ex-FBI Agent's Guide to Speed-Reading People

Written by a former FBI agent, this book illustrates the art of reading body language swiftly and

accurately. It features numerous photos capturing real-life gestures and expressions, explaining

their meanings in high-stakes situations. The visual approach aids readers in quickly recognizing
signs of stress, deception, or openness.

7. Silent Messages: Implicit Communication of Emotions and Attitudes

This scholarly work delves into how emotions and attitudes are conveyed nonverbally, supported by
detailed images and charts. It examines microexpressions, posture changes, and other subtle signals
that often go unnoticed. The book is valuable for those interested in the psychological aspects of
nonverbal communication.

8. Body Language for Dummies

A user-friendly introduction to nonverbal communication, this book uses illustrative images to
explain common body language cues. It covers basics like facial expressions, gestures, and spatial
behavior, making the topic accessible to beginners. The visuals help readers practice and apply body
language skills in everyday life.

9. Gesture: Visual Communication Insights

This book focuses specifically on gestures as a form of nonverbal communication, richly illustrated
with photographs and diagrams. It explores cultural variations, meanings, and the impact of
gestures in conveying messages without words. The visual emphasis supports a deeper appreciation
of how gestures shape human interaction.
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images of nonverbal communication: Images at War Serge Gruzinski, 2001-06-08
DIVExplores Mexico and its romance with the image as well as othe issues of Spanish
colonialism./div

images of nonverbal communication: Types of Nonverbal Communication Xiaoming Jiang,
2021-09-29 The use of nonverbal cues in social activities is essential for human daily activities.
Successful nonverbal communication relies on the acquisition of rules of using cues from body
movement, eye contact, facial expression, tone of voice, and more. As such, this book adds to our
understanding of nonverbal behavior by examining state-of-the-art research efforts in the field. The
book addresses the classification and training of nonverbal communication with advanced
technologies, gives an overview on factors underlying the learning and evaluating of nonverbal
communications in educational settings and in digital worlds, and characterizes the latest
advancement that uncovers the psychological nature underlying nonverbal communication in
conversations. We hope the book will reach a large audience for a variety of purposes, including
students and professors in academic institutions for teaching and research activities as well as
researchers in industries for the development of communication-related products, benefiting both
healthy individuals and special populations.

images of nonverbal communication: Human Emotion Recognition from Face Images
Paramartha Dutta, Asit Barman, 2020-03-26 This book discusses human emotion recognition from
face images using different modalities, highlighting key topics in facial expression recognition, such
as the grid formation, distance signature, shape signature, texture signature, feature selection,
classifier design, and the combination of signatures to improve emotion recognition. The book
explains how six basic human emotions can be recognized in various face images of the same
person, as well as those available from benchmark face image databases like CK+, JAFFE, MMI, and
MUG. The authors present the concept of signatures for different characteristics such as distance
and shape texture, and describe the use of associated stability indices as features, supplementing
the feature set with statistical parameters such as range, skewedness, kurtosis, and entropy. In
addition, they demonstrate that experiments with such feature choices offer impressive results, and
that performance can be further improved by combining the signatures rather than using them
individually. There is an increasing demand for emotion recognition in diverse fields, including
psychotherapy, biomedicine, and security in government, public and private agencies. This book
offers a valuable resource for researchers working in these areas.

images of nonverbal communication: Fundamentals of Verbal and Nonverbal
Communication and the Biometric Issue Anna Esposito, NATO Programme for Security through
Science, 2007 The main theme of this publication is the fundamental features of verbal and
nonverbal communication and their relationships with the identification of a person, his/her
socio-cultural background and personal traits. The problem of understanding human behaviour in
terms of personal traits, and the possibility of an algorithmic implementation that exploits personal
traits to identify a person unambiguously, are among the great challenges of modern science and
technology. On the one hand, there is the theoretical question of what makes each individual unique
among all others that share similar traits, and what makes a culture unique among various cultures.
On the other hand, there is the technological need to be able to protect people from individual
disturbance and dangerous behaviour that could damage an entire community. interesting research
areas is that related to human interaction and face-to-face communication. It is in this context that
knowledge is shared and personal traits acquire their significance.

images of nonverbal communication: Body Images Gail Weiss, 2013-09-13 Drawing on
relevant discussions of embodiment in phenomenology, feminist theory, psychoanalytic theory, queer
theory and post-colonial theory, Body Images explores the role played by the body image in our
everyday existence.

images of nonverbal communication: Mortals, Deities and Divine Symbols: Rethinking
Ancient Images from the Levant to Mesopotamia Benjamin Sass, Laura Battini, 2025-05-29



Dedicated to Tallay Ornan, a scholar distinguished in ancient Western Asian iconographic studies. It
is divided into her major themes: New Discoveries and Approaches; The Human World; The Divine
World. This discusses iconological and textual problems, in a chronological span from the third to
first millennia BCE.

images of nonverbal communication: Sims' Symptoms in the Mind: Textbook of
Descriptive Psychopathology E-Book Femi Oyebode, 2022-06-26 Psychopathology - the study of
abnormal mental states - is a foundational discipline of psychiatry that is formidable to master.
Since 1988, Sims' Symptoms in the Mind has been the leading introductory textbook in this area and
provides the conceptual backbone needed by every psychiatrist in training. It defines and explains
the main symptoms and syndromes of mental illness encountered in clinical practice.Now in its
seventh edition, the text has been fully revised and updated by renowned psychiatry professor Femi
Oyebode. It provides a masterful introduction to this difficult area that will challenge the reader
intellectually, while at the same time supporting his or her learning.With a combination of accessible
text and audiovisual materials in the online ebook, this is the standard postgraduate text for
psychiatric trainees as well as a valued reference for academics, clinical psychiatrists and
psychologists, allied health professionals, and researchers. - Complete and practical overview of
clinical psychopathology - New chapter on the emerging area of abnormalities of aesthetic sense -
Expanded information on musical hallucinations, erotomania, abnormalities of the form of thinking,
and the intriguing nature of gesture and its disturbance - Online videos and podcasts covering
interviewing techniques and tips - Multiple choice questions and extended answers, offering
different ways to learn - Fully updated with new knowledge, concepts and theoretical and
explanatory models

images of nonverbal communication: Design and Political Dissent Jilly Traganou,
2020-10-27 This book examines, through an interdisciplinary lens, the relationship between political
dissent and processes of designing. In the past twenty years, theorists of social movements have
noted a diversity of visual and performative manifestations taking place in protest, while the fields of
design, broadly defined, have been characterized by a growing interest in activism. The book’s
premise stems from the recognition that material engagement and artifacts have the capacity to
articulate political arguments or establish positions of disagreement. Its contributors look at a wide
array of material practices generated by both professional and nonprofessional design actors around
the globe, exploring case studies that vary from street protests and encampments to design
pedagogy and community-empowerment projects. For students and scholars of design studies,
urbanism, visual culture, politics, and social movements, this book opens up new perspectives on
design and its place in contemporary politics.

images of nonverbal communication: Communicating Global Crises Yahya R. Kamalipour,
John V. Pavlik, 2023-08-15 In view of the tumultuous, conflictual, and divisive global environment;
Russia's military attack on Ukraine; and anti-government uprisings in Iran and elsewhere, this timely
book explores the crucial roles that media, war, religion, and politics play in impacting people and
forming public opinion around the world. Prominent and accomplished experts in media,
communication, politics, journalism, international relations, global studies, and cultural studies
around the globe come together to present a vital resource for all decision-makers at local, national,
and international levels. Multicultural and multidisciplinary contributors methodically research,
assess, write, and present their findings through a variety of content and discourse analysis. This
significant collaborative book provides a valuable and much-needed global discourse and analysis of
our increasingly divided nations and world. In this eclectic and multidisciplinary volume,
contributors focus on various issues including the rise of nationalism, militarism, fake news, climate
crisis, media corporations, economic inequalities, inequality, refugee crisis, cultural representations,
social media, human interactions, information warfare, propaganda, and emergence of a new world
order.

images of nonverbal communication: God Image Handbook for Spiritual Counseling
and Psychotherapy Glendon L. Moriarty, Louis Hoffman, 2014-05-01 Learn seven clinical



approaches to working with the God image in psychotherapy Each person has two ideas of Godthe
God concept and the God image. The God concept is intellectual in nature, while the God image is
the subjective emotional experience of God that is shaped by a person’s family history. Those who
struggle with mental health issues often have a God image that is distant, critical, and judgmental
because they had parents who behaved that way. God Image Handbook for Spiritual Counseling and
Psychotherapy: Research, Theory, and Practice provides therapists with the tools to effectively treat
clients who harbor God image issues. This unique manual builds upon strong philosophical and
research foundations to offer seven practical clinical approaches to working with the God image in
psychotherapy. Leading clinicians and researchers from various disciplines offer expert insight and
analysis to provide therapists with in-depth understanding of the God image. God Image Handbook
for Spiritual Counseling and Psychotherapy: Research, Theory, and Practice comprehensively
discusses the psychodynamic foundation and research that contribute to the understanding of the
God image, and then presents seven different theoretical and technical approaches to help those
who have personal and religious problems. Case examples illustrate how the God image changes
through the therapy process. The guidebook also explores future developments and the implications
of race, culture, gender orientation, and economic conditions that impact the God image. Each
approach and theory in God Image Handbook for Spiritual Counseling and Psychotherapy: Research,
Theory, and Practice examine: background and philosophical assumptions God image development
God image difficulties God image change strengths and weaknesses Case examples discuss: client
history presenting problem case conceptualization treatment plan interventions duration of
treatment termination therapeutic outcomes God Image Handbook for Spiritual Counseling and
Psychotherapy: Research, Theory, and Practice is an interdisciplinary guide that provides a holistic
understanding of psychological issues and the God image, and is a valuable practical addition to the
libraries of psychiatrists, psychologists, counselors, social workers, addiction professionals, clergy,
spiritual directors, and pastoral counselors.

images of nonverbal communication: Communication in Everyday Life Steve Duck, David
T. McMahan, 2020-01-07 Communication in Everyday Life: A Survey of Communication offers an
engaging introduction to communication based on the belief that communication and relationships
are always interconnected. Best-selling authors Steve Duck and David T. McMahan incorporate this
theme of a relational perspective and a focus on everyday communication to show the connections
between concepts and how they can be understood through a shared perspective. Students will learn
how topics in communication come together as part of a greater whole, as well as gain practical
communication skills, from listening to critical thinking and using technology to communicate.

images of nonverbal communication: Introduction to Art Image Access Murtha Baca,
2002-07-25 With the proliferation of information on the World Wide Web and in other networked
environments, one of the main things that users search for are images of works of art and
architecture. End-users generally try to search for images by subject, a process that often proves
unsatisfactory and frustrating. Cataloging images of works of art has always been challenging, but
now that end-users need only have access to the Internet, the challenge is more daunting than ever.
This illustrated book on using metadata standards and controlled vocabularies to catalog and
provide accurate end-user access to images of works of art also focuses on decisions that must be
made about the arrangement of visual records, descriptive principles and methodologies, and
requirements for access. Introduction to Art Image Access addresses the issues that underlie a
visual collection to make it accessible in an electronic environment. A glossary, selected
bibliography, and list of acronyms and URLS are included.

images of nonverbal communication: Varcarolis' Foundations of Psychiatric Mental Health
Nursing - E-Book Margaret Jordan Halter, 2013-08-19 NEW DSM-5 guidelines from the American
Psychiatric Association's Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders are fully
incorporated in the text, and include updated NANDA content. NEW coverage of QSEN
competencies highlights topics such as safety, communication, and evidence-based practice. NEW
coverage of trauma, stressor-related, and dissociative disorders discusses how to deal with common



reactions the nurse may experience while working with a patient who has suffered trauma. NEW
content on child and adolescent psychiatric mental health nursing addresses neurodevelopmental
disorders in pediatric patients. NEW coverage of key topics and emerging nursing trends help you
stay current with best practices in the field, including an illness prevention approach to psychiatric
disorders and an increased focus on genetics and genomics. NEW photos and illustrations depict and
clarify key concepts.

images of nonverbal communication: Nonverbal Communication in Political Debates John S.
Seiter, Harry Weger Jr., 2020-09-30 Nonverbal Communication in Political Debates presents a
framework for understanding and analyzing the multiple ways that nonverbal behavior functions in
political debates. In addition to addressing the ways in which politicians are presented and present
themselves in debate broadcasts, the framework considers a wide array of strategic objectives and
unintended consequences of candidates’ nonverbal behaviors. Along the way, the book examines
theory and research from both humanistic and social scientific approaches, as well as an immense
range of factors that influence how nonverbal behavior is enacted and portrayed. Scholars of
communication, political science, psychology, and public relations will find this book particularly
useful.

images of nonverbal communication: An Introduction to Communication Lynn H. Turner,
Richard West, 2018-10-11 This concise book presents theory and teaches skills allowing students
from all academic backgrounds to understand the communication field.

images of nonverbal communication: Varcarolis' Foundations of Psychiatric Mental
Health Nursing Margaret Jordan Halter, 2014 Rev. ed. of: Foundations of psychiatric mental health
nursing / [edited by] Elizabeth M. Varcarolis, Margaret Jordan Halter. 6th ed. c2010.

images of nonverbal communication: The Power of Human Imagination Jerome L. Singer,
Kenneth S. Pope, 2012-12-06 For at least half of the twentieth century, psychology and the other
mental health professions all but ignored the significant adaptive pos sibilities of the human gift of
imagery. Our capacity seemingly to duplicate sights, sounds, and other sensory experiences through
some form of central brain process continues to remain a mysterious, alma st miraculous skill.
Because imagery is so much a private experience, experimental psychologists found it hard to
measure and turned their attentian to observable behaviors that could easily be studied in ani mals
as well as in humans. Psychoanalysts and others working with the emotionally disturbed continued
to take imagery informatian se riously in the form of dream reports, transferenee fantasies, and as
indications of hallucinations or delusions. On the whole, however, they emphasized the maladaptive
aspects of the phenomena, the dis tortions and defensiveness or the regressive qualities of
daydreams and sequences of images. The present volume grows out of a long series of investigations
by the senior author that have suggested that daydreaming and the stream of consciousness are not
simply manifestations in adult life of persist ing phenomena of childhood. Rather, the data suggest
that imagery sequences represent a major system of encoding and transforming information, a basic
human capacity that is inevitably part of the brain's storage process and one that has enormous
potential for adap tive utility. A companian volume, The Stream of Consciousness, edited by Kenneth
S. Pope and Jerome L.

images of nonverbal communication: Handbook of Research on Recent Developments in
Internet Activism and Political Participation Ibrahim, Yasmin, 2020-06-26 International politics
is witnessing a rapid transformation due to the emerging impact of the internet and digital media.
Activists in various countries have been given a new medium to voice their views and opinions,
resulting in governments adapting to the digital environment in which we currently live. As the role
of social media and online communities continue to grow, empirical research is needed on their
specific impact on governmental policies and reform. Recent Developments in Internet Activism and
Political Participation is an essential reference source that explores the modern role that digital
media plays within community engagement and political development. This book discusses
real-world case studies in various regions of the world on how the internet is affecting government
agendas and promoting the voice of the community. Featuring research on topics such as digital



ecosystems, information technology, and foreign policy, this book is ideally designed for researchers,
strategists, government officials, policymakers, sociologists, administrators, scholars, educators, and
students seeking coverage on the societal impact of social media in modern global politics.

images of nonverbal communication: Image Bite Politics Maria Elizabeth Grabe, Erik Page
Bucy, 2009-03-02 Image Bite Politics is the first book to systematically assess the visual presentation
of presidential candidates in network news coverage of elections and to connect these visual images
with shifts in public opinion. Presenting the results of a comprehensive visual analysis of general
election news from 1992-2004, encompassing four presidential campaigns, the authors highlight the
remarkably potent influence of television images when it comes to evaluating leaders. The book
draws from a variety of disciplines, including political science, behavioral biology, cognitive
neuroscience, and media studies, to investigate the visual framing of elections in an incisive, fresh,
and interdisciplinary fashion. Moreover, the book presents findings that are counterintuitive and
challenge widely held assumptions--yet are supported by systematic data. For example, Republicans
receive consistently more favorable visual treatment than Democrats, countering the conventional
wisdom of a liberal media bias; and image bites are more prevalent, and in some elections more
potent, in shaping voter opinions of candidates than sound bites. Finally, the authors provide a
foundation for promoting visual literacy among news audiences and bring the importance of visual
analysis to the forefront of research.

images of nonverbal communication: Image and Emotion in Voter Decisions Renita
Coleman, Denis Wu, 2015-03-25 Drawing on a decade of their own research from the 2000 to 2012
U.S. presidential elections, Renita Coleman and Denis Wu explore the image presentation of political
candidates and its influence at both aggregate and individual levels. When facing complex political
decisions, voters often rely on gut feelings and first impressions but then endeavor to come up with
a “rational” reason to justify their actions. Image and Emotion in Voter Decisions: The Affect Agenda
examines how and why voters make the decisions they do by examining the influence of the media’s
coverage of politicians’ images. Topics include the role of visual and verbal cues in communicating
affective information, the influence of demographics on affective agenda setting, whether positive or
negative tone is more powerful, and the role of emotion in second-level agenda setting. Image and
Emotion in Voter Decisions will challenge readers to think critically about political information
processing and a new way of systematically thinking about agenda setting in elections.
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