
illinois real estate continuing
education
illinois real estate continuing education is a crucial component for all
licensed real estate professionals practicing within the state. This ongoing
education requirement ensures that agents and brokers remain knowledgeable
about the latest laws, industry standards, and best practices. Staying
current through approved courses helps maintain professional competence,
uphold ethical standards, and enhance client service. Illinois real estate
continuing education also plays a role in license renewal, with specific hour
requirements and course content mandated by the Illinois Department of
Financial and Professional Regulation (IDFPR). This article provides an in-
depth look at these requirements, the types of courses available, approved
providers, and the benefits of compliance. The following sections will guide
licensees through the essentials of continuing education in Illinois real
estate.

Understanding Illinois Real Estate Continuing Education Requirements

Approved Course Topics and Curriculum

Choosing Accredited Continuing Education Providers

Methods and Formats for Completing Continuing Education

Renewal Process and Compliance for Illinois Real Estate Licenses

Benefits of Illinois Real Estate Continuing Education

Understanding Illinois Real Estate Continuing
Education Requirements
Illinois real estate continuing education is mandated by the Illinois
Department of Financial and Professional Regulation to maintain an active
real estate license. All brokers and managing brokers must complete
continuing education before renewing their licenses. The state requires a
total of 12 hours of approved continuing education credits every two years.
These credits must be earned within the 24 months preceding the license
expiration date.

Who Must Complete Continuing Education?
All licensed real estate brokers and managing brokers in Illinois are subject
to continuing education requirements. Salespersons, however, must complete



the broker pre-license education and pass the state exam to become brokers.
After licensure, the continuing education applies primarily to brokers who
wish to renew their licenses and continue practicing legally.

Renewal Cycle and Deadline
The license renewal cycle in Illinois occurs every two years, on the
licensee’s birthday. Continuing education must be completed prior to
submitting the license renewal application. Failure to meet the continuing
education requirements can result in license expiration, fines, or license
suspension.

Approved Course Topics and Curriculum
Illinois real estate continuing education programs cover a variety of topics
designed to keep real estate professionals informed about legal updates,
ethical standards, and industry trends. The IDFPR provides specific
guidelines on acceptable course content, ensuring that licensees receive
relevant and practical knowledge.

Mandatory Topics
The required 12 credit hours must include certain mandatory subjects.
Typically, these include:

Real Estate License Law and Regulations

Ethics and Professional Conduct

Agency and Brokerage Relationships

Fair Housing Laws and Practices

Legal Updates Affecting Real Estate Transactions

Elective Topics
In addition to mandatory courses, licensees may choose from a range of
elective subjects that enhance their professional expertise. Electives can
include topics such as:

Real Estate Marketing and Technology

Property Management

Real Estate Finance and Investment



Environmental Issues and Disclosures

Commercial Real Estate Principles

Choosing Accredited Continuing Education
Providers
Only continuing education courses approved by the Illinois Department of
Financial and Professional Regulation count toward the renewal requirements.
Selecting a reputable provider ensures that the credits earned will be
accepted and that the educational content meets state standards.

State-Approved Providers
The IDFPR maintains a list of approved education providers who offer courses
that comply with Illinois real estate continuing education standards. These
providers are vetted for course quality, instructor qualifications, and
compliance with regulatory guidelines.

Verification of Course Approval
Before enrolling, licensees should verify that the course is officially
approved for Illinois real estate continuing education credit. Providers
typically display their approval status and course ID numbers, which can also
be cross-checked with the IDFPR.

Methods and Formats for Completing Continuing
Education
Illinois real estate continuing education can be completed through various
formats to accommodate the diverse needs of licensees. Flexibility in course
delivery allows professionals to fulfill their requirements conveniently.

Online Courses
Online continuing education is popular due to its convenience and
accessibility. Many approved providers offer self-paced courses that can be
taken anytime and anywhere, making it easier for busy professionals to
complete the required hours.

Classroom Instruction
Traditional in-person classes remain available and beneficial for those who
prefer face-to-face learning environments. Classroom courses often provide



interactive discussions and networking opportunities with peers.

Live Webinars and Hybrid Formats
Some providers offer live webinars or hybrid courses combining online and in-
person components. These formats offer real-time interaction with instructors
while maintaining the flexibility of remote learning.

Renewal Process and Compliance for Illinois
Real Estate Licenses
Completing Illinois real estate continuing education is a critical step in
the license renewal process. Licensees must submit proof of course completion
along with their renewal application to the IDFPR.

Submitting Proof of Completion
Upon finishing continuing education courses, licensees receive certificates
of completion. These documents must be retained and submitted as evidence
during the renewal application. Some providers may submit completion data
directly to the state on behalf of the licensee.

Consequences of Non-Compliance
Failure to complete the required continuing education or submit proper
documentation can lead to penalties, including license suspension or
revocation. It is essential to meet all deadlines and maintain accurate
records to ensure uninterrupted licensure.

Benefits of Illinois Real Estate Continuing
Education
Beyond meeting legal requirements, Illinois real estate continuing education
offers numerous professional advantages. Engaging in ongoing education helps
licensees stay competitive, informed, and effective in a rapidly evolving
industry.

Enhancing Knowledge and Skills
Continuing education courses provide updates on changes in real estate law,
market trends, and innovative practices. This knowledge equips licensees to
better serve their clients and navigate complex transactions with confidence.



Maintaining Ethical Standards
Education focused on ethics and professional conduct reinforces the
importance of integrity and responsibility in real estate dealings. This
commitment fosters trust and credibility in the marketplace.

Expanding Career Opportunities
Completing specialized elective courses can open doors to niche markets such
as commercial real estate, property management, or real estate investment,
allowing licensees to diversify their expertise and income streams.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the continuing education requirements for
real estate agents in Illinois?
Illinois real estate agents must complete 12 hours of continuing education
every two years, including 3 hours of mandatory core topics and 9 hours of
elective courses.

When is the deadline to complete continuing
education for Illinois real estate license renewal?
The deadline to complete continuing education for Illinois real estate
license renewal is the last day of the licensee's birth month every two
years.

Can Illinois real estate continuing education
courses be completed online?
Yes, Illinois allows licensed real estate agents to complete their continuing
education courses online through approved providers.

Are there specific core topics required in Illinois
real estate continuing education?
Yes, Illinois requires 3 hours of core curriculum focused on legal updates,
ethics, and Illinois real estate laws as part of the continuing education
requirements.

What happens if an Illinois real estate agent fails
to complete their continuing education on time?
If an agent fails to complete the required continuing education by the



deadline, their license may be suspended until the education is completed and
the license is renewed.

Additional Resources
1. Illinois Real Estate Principles and Practices
This comprehensive guide covers the fundamental concepts of Illinois real
estate law, ethics, and transaction processes. It is designed to help real
estate professionals stay updated with state-specific regulations and best
practices. The book includes practical examples and review questions to
reinforce learning. Ideal for continuing education and license renewal.

2. Illinois Real Estate License Law and Rules
A detailed examination of the Illinois Real Estate License Act and
administrative rules governing licensees. This book provides clarity on legal
responsibilities, disciplinary procedures, and compliance requirements. It is
an essential resource for agents seeking to maintain ethical standards and
avoid legal pitfalls in their practice.

3. Advanced Illinois Real Estate Finance
Focusing on the intricacies of real estate finance in Illinois, this title
explores mortgage types, lending practices, and financial regulations.
Readers gain insight into loan underwriting, credit analysis, and foreclosure
processes unique to the state. The book is perfect for agents looking to
deepen their financial expertise for client advising.

4. Illinois Residential Real Estate Transactions
This text offers a step-by-step guide to handling residential real estate
deals in Illinois, including contracts, disclosures, and closing procedures.
It emphasizes compliance with state-specific laws and the latest market
trends. Real estate professionals can use this resource to enhance
transaction accuracy and client satisfaction.

5. Ethics and Professional Conduct in Illinois Real Estate
Highlighting the ethical obligations and professional standards required by
Illinois real estate agents, this book addresses common ethical dilemmas and
resolution strategies. It integrates state laws with national REALTOR® ethics
codes. A must-read for continuing education to foster integrity and
trustworthiness in the industry.

6. Illinois Land Use and Zoning Laws for Real Estate Professionals
This book explains the complexities of land use regulations, zoning
ordinances, and property development restrictions in Illinois. It provides
real-world examples and case studies to help agents advise clients
effectively. Understanding these laws is crucial for professionals involved
in commercial and residential property transactions.

7. Real Estate Appraisal and Valuation in Illinois
An essential resource covering appraisal methods, market analysis, and
valuation techniques specific to Illinois properties. The text guides agents



on how to interpret appraisal reports and understand value influences. It
supports continuing education by enhancing agents’ ability to assess property
worth accurately.

8. Illinois Real Estate Marketing and Sales Strategies
This guide focuses on effective marketing techniques, sales tactics, and
client relationship management tailored to the Illinois real estate market.
It includes digital marketing trends, negotiation skills, and lead generation
strategies. Agents can improve their business growth and client engagement
through the insights provided.

9. Environmental Issues in Illinois Real Estate
Addressing environmental regulations, property condition disclosures, and
hazard assessments, this book helps real estate professionals navigate
environmental concerns in Illinois. Topics include soil contamination, flood
zones, and asbestos. Staying informed on these issues is vital for risk
management and protecting clients’ interests.
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learning of the total body of information tested by your state exam. The questions are direct, to the
point, and designed to test your understanding. When you have completed a given test, you can
check your answers against the answer key in the appendix. You may also note that each question’s
answer is accompanied by a brief explanation, or “rationale” to further reinforce your
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explaining how they are used, case law, citations of authority, and more. Whether you're in private
practice or part of an in-house legal group, this ready reference to relevant statutes is sure to help



you: Cut down research time Spot possible problems early and correct or work around them Avoid
costly and embarrassing mistakes Protect yourself, your company, and/or your clients at every step
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