
illusory correlation psychology example

illusory correlation psychology example refers to the cognitive bias where individuals
mistakenly perceive a relationship between two variables, usually because of preconceived
notions or limited observations. This phenomenon is significant in psychology as it helps
explain how stereotypes and false beliefs are formed and maintained. Understanding
illusory correlations allows researchers and practitioners to identify errors in human
judgment and decision-making. This article will explore what illusory correlations are,
provide concrete examples from psychological studies and everyday life, and discuss the
underlying mechanisms that contribute to this bias. Additionally, the article will cover the
implications of illusory correlations in various domains such as social psychology, clinical
psychology, and decision-making processes. Finally, strategies to reduce the impact of
illusory correlations will be examined to promote critical thinking and accurate perception.
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Understanding Illusory Correlation
Illusory correlation is a type of cognitive bias where people perceive a relationship between
two variables even when no such relationship exists or when it is much weaker than
assumed. This psychological phenomenon occurs because the human brain tends to seek
patterns and connections to make sense of complex information. Illusory correlation can
lead to erroneous conclusions, especially when individuals rely on limited or salient
information. Recognizing this bias is crucial for understanding how misconceptions and
stereotypes develop, influencing behavior and attitudes in various contexts.

Classic Illusory Correlation Psychology Example
A classic illusory correlation psychology example was demonstrated in a seminal study by
Hamilton and Gifford (1976). In this study, participants were presented with descriptions of
individuals from two groups, Group A and Group B. Group A was larger, while Group B was
smaller. Both groups exhibited positive and negative behaviors, but negative behaviors
were less frequent overall. Participants consistently overestimated the frequency of



negative behaviors in the smaller Group B, creating an illusory correlation between group
membership and undesirable traits. This experiment illustrated how minority groups are
often unfairly stereotyped due to biased perception of behavior frequencies.

Details of the Hamilton and Gifford Study
In the study, participants read statements about members of both groups performing
positive and negative actions. Although negative actions were equally distributed
proportionally, the smaller group’s negative behaviors stood out more prominently. This led
participants to associate the smaller group with negative traits, despite no actual difference
in behavior rates. This illusory correlation explained how stereotypes can form from
cognitive distortions rather than factual evidence.

Illusory Correlation in Social Psychology
Illusory correlations are particularly relevant in social psychology, where they contribute to
the formation and maintenance of stereotypes and prejudices. When individuals observe
rare or distinctive behaviors in minority groups, they are more likely to link these behaviors
to the group as a whole, even if the behavior is not representative. This cognitive bias
reinforces negative stereotypes and can influence social interactions and judgments.

Examples in Everyday Social Situations
Common social examples include associating certain ethnic or social groups with criminal
behavior or undesirable characteristics based on limited or salient incidents. For instance, if
a person hears about a crime committed by a member of a particular group, they might
overgeneralize this behavior to the entire group, ignoring statistical realities. This process
perpetuates discrimination and social division.

Illusory Correlation and Media Influence
The media often plays a role in reinforcing illusory correlations by disproportionately
highlighting negative events involving minority groups. This selective exposure increases
the salience of these events, making the illusory correlation stronger in the minds of the
audience. As a result, public perception may become skewed, fostering biased attitudes
and unjust policies.

Mechanisms Behind Illusory Correlation
Several cognitive processes contribute to the formation of illusory correlations. These
mechanisms explain why people are prone to this bias and how it persists despite
contradictory evidence.



Selective Attention: Individuals tend to notice and remember information that
confirms their existing beliefs while ignoring contradictory data.

Distinctiveness Bias: Unusual or distinctive events, especially involving minority
groups, are more memorable and seem more frequent.

Confirmation Bias: People seek out or interpret information in a way that confirms
their preconceived notions.

Availability Heuristic: The ease with which examples come to mind influences
perceived frequency and correlation.

These processes interact to create a cognitive environment where illusory correlations can
flourish, leading to distorted perceptions of reality.

Consequences and Implications
The consequences of illusory correlations are far-reaching, impacting individual behavior,
social dynamics, and institutional practices. At the individual level, it can result in unfair
judgments and decisions, such as biased hiring or legal rulings. Socially, it perpetuates
stereotypes, discrimination, and social tensions. Understanding illusory correlations is
therefore essential for addressing social inequality and promoting fairness.

Impact on Stereotyping and Prejudice
Illusory correlations contribute to the persistence of stereotypes by reinforcing false
associations between group membership and traits. These stereotypes influence attitudes
and behaviors, often leading to prejudice and social exclusion. Awareness of this bias
enables efforts to reduce its influence through education and critical thinking.

Effect on Decision-Making
In decision-making, illusory correlations can cause errors by leading individuals to
overestimate the significance of coincidental relationships. This can affect judgments in
fields such as medicine, finance, and law enforcement, where accurate assessment of
information is crucial.

Reducing Illusory Correlations
Mitigating the impact of illusory correlation involves strategies aimed at improving
cognitive processing and awareness of biases.



Education and Awareness: Teaching about cognitive biases helps individuals1.
recognize and question their assumptions.

Exposure to Diverse Information: Encountering a broad range of accurate2.
information reduces reliance on salient but unrepresentative examples.

Critical Thinking Skills: Encouraging analytical thinking and skepticism prevents3.
automatic acceptance of perceived correlations.

Mindfulness of Stereotypes: Conscious efforts to counteract stereotypes can4.
weaken the formation of illusory correlations.

Implementing these strategies promotes more accurate perceptions and fairer social
judgments.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is an illusory correlation in psychology?
An illusory correlation in psychology refers to the phenomenon where people perceive a
relationship between two variables even when no such relationship exists.

Can you give a common example of an illusory
correlation?
A common example is believing that people with tattoos are more likely to be criminals,
despite no statistical evidence supporting this association.

How does illusory correlation affect our daily decision-
making?
Illusory correlation can lead to biased judgments and stereotypes, causing people to make
decisions based on perceived but nonexistent relationships.

What role do stereotypes play in illusory correlations?
Stereotypes often arise from illusory correlations because people tend to link distinctive or
memorable traits with certain groups inaccurately.

Is confirmation bias related to illusory correlation?
Yes, confirmation bias can reinforce illusory correlations by leading individuals to notice and
remember information that supports their preconceived beliefs while ignoring contradictory
evidence.



Can you provide a psychological study example
illustrating illusory correlation?
In a classic study by Hamilton and Gifford (1976), participants overestimated the frequency
of negative behaviors in a minority group despite equal rates in majority and minority
groups, demonstrating illusory correlation.

How can illusory correlations contribute to prejudice?
Illusory correlations can cause people to wrongly associate negative behaviors with certain
social groups, fostering unfounded prejudices and discrimination.

What strategies can reduce the impact of illusory
correlations?
Increasing awareness of cognitive biases, seeking objective data, and critically evaluating
evidence can help reduce illusory correlations.

Are illusory correlations only about negative
associations?
No, illusory correlations can involve both positive and negative associations, but negative
associations tend to be more memorable and impactful.

How is illusory correlation different from a real
correlation?
Illusory correlation is a perceived relationship without actual statistical evidence, whereas a
real correlation reflects a genuine association between variables confirmed by data.

Additional Resources
1. Illusory Correlations in Social Psychology: Understanding Cognitive Biases
This book explores the concept of illusory correlations, focusing on how people mistakenly
associate two unrelated events or characteristics. It delves into classic and contemporary
studies, illustrating how these false associations contribute to stereotyping and prejudice.
The author also discusses experimental methods used to identify and measure illusory
correlations in social contexts.

2. The Psychology of Illusory Correlations: Mechanisms and Implications
Providing a comprehensive overview, this book explains the cognitive mechanisms behind
illusory correlations and their impact on everyday decision-making. It examines the role of
memory, attention, and confirmation bias in creating these false beliefs. The book also
reviews implications for clinical psychology, education, and social behavior.

3. Stereotypes and Illusory Correlations: The Roots of Prejudice
Focusing on the relationship between illusory correlations and stereotype formation, this



book investigates how people develop inaccurate generalizations about social groups. It
discusses classic experiments and real-world examples to highlight the dangers of these
cognitive errors. The author offers strategies to reduce bias and promote critical thinking.

4. Illusory Correlations: Cognitive Errors in Everyday Life
This accessible book introduces readers to the concept of illusory correlations through
engaging examples from daily experiences. It explains how people often link unrelated
events, leading to misconceptions and poor judgments. Practical advice is provided to help
readers recognize and avoid these cognitive traps.

5. Memory, Attention, and Illusory Correlations: A Cognitive Approach
Examining the cognitive processes that underlie illusory correlations, this book highlights
the roles of selective attention and memory distortion. It discusses experimental research
demonstrating how these factors contribute to false associations. The book is ideal for
students and researchers interested in cognitive psychology.

6. Illusory Correlations in Clinical Psychology: Diagnosing Cognitive Biases
This text explores how illusory correlations can affect clinical judgment and patient
diagnosis. It reviews case studies where cognitive biases led to diagnostic errors and
discusses methods to mitigate these effects. The book also provides insights into training
clinicians to recognize and counteract such biases.

7. Social Cognition and Illusory Correlations: Understanding Group Dynamics
Focusing on social cognition, this book analyzes how illusory correlations influence group
perceptions and intergroup relations. It examines both experimental findings and real-world
social issues, such as discrimination and conflict. The author offers evidence-based
interventions to improve social understanding.

8. The Role of Illusory Correlations in Decision Making
This book investigates how illusory correlations impact decision-making processes in
various domains, including business, law, and healthcare. It presents research on cognitive
biases that lead to faulty conclusions and poor choices. Strategies for enhancing decision
quality by recognizing and overcoming illusory correlations are also discussed.

9. Bias and Belief: The Science of Illusory Correlations
Delving into the science behind human belief formation, this book explains how illusory
correlations arise from innate cognitive tendencies. It covers experimental psychology,
neuroscience, and social implications of these biases. The book aims to foster critical
thinking and skepticism in evaluating everyday information.
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  illusory correlation psychology example: Real World Psychology Catherine A. Sanderson,
Karen R. Huffman, 2019-12-24 Real World Psychology balances comprehensive coverage of the key
concepts in introductory psychology with a concise presentation style and engages students with
current and interesting research that explores these concepts in real-life contexts. Real World
Psychology features the incomparable author team of Karen Huffman (Palomar College) and
Catherine Sanderson (Amherst College) who create an outstanding text that is appealing to students
and instructors at a wide range of academic institutions. The new edition has been thoroughly
updated and features a new focus on Scientific Thinking and Practical Applications underscoring the
fact that connecting the principles of psychological science to everyday life is critical to student
engagement, and ultimately key to their success – not only in the introductory psychology course,
but in whatever their chosen field of study and in everyday life. Students will leave the course with
an appreciation of how a basic, yet scientific understanding of human behavior can benefit them in
their studies, in their personal lives, and in their professional endeavors.
  illusory correlation psychology example: Social Cognitive Psychology David F. Barone,
James E. Maddux, C. R. Snyder, 2012-11-19 A pragmatic social cognitive psychology covers a lot of
territory, mostly in personality and social psychology but also in clinical, counseling, and school
psychologies. It spans a topic construed as an experimental study of mechanisms by its natural
science wing and as a study of cultural interactions by its social science wing. To learn about it, one
should visit laboratories, field study settings, and clinics, and one should read widely. If one adds the
fourth dimen sion, time, one should visit the archives too. To survey such a diverse field, it is
common to offer an edited book with a resulting loss in integration. This book is coauthored by a
social personality psychologist with historical interests (DFB: Parts I, II, and IV) in collaboration with
two social clinical psychologists (CRS and JEM: Parts III and V). We frequently cross-reference
between chapters to aid integration without duplication. To achieve the kind of diversity our subject
matter represents, we build each chapter anew to reflect the emphasis of its content area. Some
chapters are more historical, some more theoretical, some more empirical, and some more applied.
All the chapters reflect the following positions.
  illusory correlation psychology example: Cognitive Social Psychology Gordon B.
Moskowitz, 2013-05-13 A comprehensive overview of the mechanisms involved in how cognitive
processes determine thought and behavior toward the social world, Cognitive Social Psychology:
*examines cognition as a motivated process wherein cognition and motivation are seen as
intertwined; * reviews the latest research on stereotyping, prejudice, and the ability to control these
phenomena--invaluable information to managers who need to prevent against bias in the workplace;
and *provides a current analysis of classic problems/issues in social psychology, such as cognitive
dissonance, the fundamental attribution error, social identity, stereotyping, social comparison,
heuristic processing, the self-concept, assimilation and contrast effects, and goal pursuit. Intended
for psychology and management students, as well as social, cognitive, and industrial/organizational
psychologists in both academic and applied settings. This new book is also an ideal text for courses
in social cognition due to its cohesive structure.
  illusory correlation psychology example: Cognitive Psychology In and Out of the
Laboratory Kathleen M. Galotti, 2020
  illusory correlation psychology example: The Social Psychology of Science William R.
Shadish, Steve Fuller, 1994-01-01 The social psychology of science is a compelling new area of study
whose shape is still emerging. This erudite and innovative book outlines a theoretical and
methodological agenda for this new field, and bridges the gap between the individually focused
aspects of psychology and the sociological elements of science studies. Presenting a side of social
psychology that, until now, has received almost no attention in the social sciences literature, this
volume offers the first detailed and comprehensive study of the social psychology of science,
complete with a large number of empirical and theoretical examples. The volume's introductory
section provides a detailed analysis of how modern social psychology might apply to the study of
science. Chapters show how to analyze science in terms of social cognition, attribution theory,



attitudes and attitude change, social motivation, social influence and social conformity, and
intergroup relations, weaving extensive illustrations from the science studies literature into the
theoretical analysis. The nature and role of experimentation are discussed, as are metaanalytic
methods for summarizing the results of multiple studies. Ways to facilitate the generalization of
causal inferences from experimental work are also examined. The book focuses on such topics as
interactions among small groups of scientists, and the impact of social motivation, influence, and
conformity on scientific work. Also covered are scientists' responses to ethical issues in research,
differences in cognitive style distribution, creativity in research and development, and the
sociologists's view of the social psychology of science and technology. In addition, the book provides
two annotated bibliographies, one on the philosophy of science and the other on social psychology,
to guide readers in both disciplines to salient recent works. Valuable to the entire science studies
community, this text will be of special interest to philosophers, sociologists, psychologists, and
historians of science interested in the nature of knowledge development in science. Because of its
novel application of social psychological theories and methods, this book will be useful as a primary
text or a secondary text in courses on science studies in psychology, sociology, or philosophy
departments.
  illusory correlation psychology example: Real World Psychology Catherine A. Sanderson,
Karen R. Huffman, 2024-11-13 A comprehensive college-level introduction to the field of psychology.
Real World Psychology: Applications of Psychological Science provides a well-balanced survey of the
field, with emphasis on scientific thinking and practical applications of psychological science that
can expand, enhance, and change students’ experience of the world around them. Every chapter
engages students through illustrative examples and cases, thought-provoking questions, and real
psychological research. Updated with recent research that underscores the importance and power of
psychology in everyday life, the fourth edition of Real World Psychology invites curiosity in a
Why-focused framework of special features. Why Scientific Thinking Matters develops scientific
thinking skills through examination of a hot topic or common belief and the research supporting or
disproving different perspectives, Why DEI Matters explores important topics in diversity, equity,
and inclusion, highlighting current research and its applications in effecting a more equitable
society, and Why Positive Psychology Matters demonstrates how psychological science helps identify
the strengths and assets that contribute to health and a flourishing life. Throughout this edition, the
authors pay careful and deliberate attention to issues of diversity, equity, and inclusion to ensure the
representation of multiple perspectives and experiences so that all readers can find respect and a
sense of belonging. AN INTERACTIVE, MULTIMEDIA LEARNING EXPERIENCE This textbook
includes access to an interactive, multimedia e-text. Icons throughout the print book signal
corresponding digital content in the e-text. Videos and Animations Real World Psychology integrates
abundant video content developed to complement the text and engage readers more deeply with the
fascinating field of psychological science. Chapter Introduction Videos feature author Catherine
Sanderson’s casual and lively introduction to the chapter that piques readers’ curiosity and gives
practical, everyday context. Reading Companion Videos support every learning objective of every
module in every chapter. These short videos serve as both a preview and a review of the most
important concepts discussed in the reading. Topical Videos, often presented by Catherine
Sanderson or Karen Huffman, use a documentary style to explore key topics in depth. In The
Classroom Videos feature short segments of Catherine Sanderson lecturing in her own classroom or
a moderated student discussion of selected chapter topics. Animations: A variety of animations
illustrate difficult-to-learn concepts from a real-world, and sometimes humorous perspective.
Interactive Figures, Charts & Tables: Appearing throughout the enhanced e-text, interactive figures,
process diagrams, and other illustrations facilitate the study of complex concepts and processes and
help students retain important information. Interactive Self-Scoring Quizzes: Self-Test questions in
each Module’s Retrieval Practice and a Practice Quiz for each chapter provide immediate feedback,
helping readers monitor their understanding and mastery of the material.
  illusory correlation psychology example: Understanding the Psychology of Diversity



Bruce E. Blaine, Kimberly J. McClure Brenchley, 2020-07-16 Understanding the Psychology of
Diversity offers a highly accessible examination of diversity to show students how to understand
social and cultural differences in today’s society. Taking a psychological perspective, authors B.
Evan Blaine and Kimberly J. McClure Brenchley explore how individuals construct their view of
social diversity and how they are defined and influenced by it. The book covers traditional topics like
categorization and stereotypes, sexism, racism, and social stigma, as well as non-traditional topics
like sexual orientation-based prejudice, weight and appearance-based prejudice, diversity on
television, and age stereotypes and ageism. The Fourth Edition confronts the credibility crisis that
has surfaced in the academic psychological research community by following parameters for the
research that is presented.
  illusory correlation psychology example: Social Psychology Daniel W. Barrett, SAGE
Publications, Inc., 2015-12-19 Employing a lively and accessible writing style, author Daniel W.
Barrett integrates up-to-date coverage of social psychology’s core theories, concepts, and research
with a discussion of emerging developments in the field—including social neuroscience and the
social psychology of happiness, religion, and sustainability. Engaging examples, Applying Social
Psychology sections, and a wealth of pedagogical features help readers cultivate a deep
understanding of the causes of social behavior.
  illusory correlation psychology example: An Introduction to Social Psychology James
Alcock, Stan Sadava, 2014-07-21 Psychology recognises no borders. The relationships between
people and the groups they form are determined by similar principles no matter where in the world
they come from. This book has been written to introduce students from all countries and
backgrounds to the exciting field of social psychology. Recognising the limitations that come from
studying the subject through the lens of any one culture, James Alcock and Stan Sadava have crafted
a truly international social psychology book for the modern era. Based on classic and cutting-edge
scholarship from across the world, An Introduction to Social Psychology encourages mastery of the
basics as well as critical thinking. Incorporating relevant insights from social neuroscience,
evolutionary theory and positive psychology, it offers: Chapters on crowd behaviour and applied
social psychology Discussion of new means of social interaction, including social media Relevant
insights from social neuroscience, evolutionary theory and positive psychology A companion website
features extensive additional resources for students and instructors
  illusory correlation psychology example: Psychology in Action, with EEPUB Access Karen R.
Huffman, Catherine A. Sanderson, Katherine Dowdell, 2025-04-08 Provides a foundational
understanding of the field of psychology, helps students apply core concepts of psychology to their
personal growth and success Easy to adapt to any course syllabus, Psychology in Action:
Fundamentals of Psychological Science provides a college-level survey of the field of psychology.
Students engage with real, recent research while developing their scientific literacy with special
features in each chapter. Covering both the practical application and underlying science of
psychology, easily accessible chapters highlight the relevance of psychological science to
understanding and having agency in everyday experiences and behaviors. Now presented in a
concise 14-chapter format, this new edition of Psychology in Action retains its emphasis on active
learning and fostering a growth mindset. An expanded prologue focuses on critical thinking and
student success, and new to this edition, Why Scientific Thinking Matters develops scientific
thinking skills by examining a hot topic or common belief, and new research supporting or
disproving different perspectives. Every module explores applications of psychology for personal
growth and success, and throughout this edition, revised chapters ensure that multiple viewpoints
and experiences are represented so that all readers can find respect and a sense of belonging. AN
INTERACTIVE, MULTIMEDIA LEARNING EXPERIENCE This textbook includes access to an
interactive, multimedia e-text. Icons throughout the print book signal corresponding digital content
in the e-text. Videos and Animations: Psychology in Action integrates abundant video content
developed to complement the text and engage readers more deeply with the fascinating field of
psychological science. Chapter Introduction Videos: Author Catherine Sanderson introduces



students to the topic they are about to study in a casual, lively, and conversational way to pique
curiosity and give practical, everyday context. Reading Companion Videos: Several short videos
complement the reading content in each module of every chapter. Topical Videos: These vibrant
videos, presented by the authors, dive deep into a key topic. In The Classroom Videos: These videos
feature short segments of Catherine Sanderson lecturing in her own classroom or a moderated
student discussion of selected chapter topics. Animations: A variety of engaging animations illustrate
difficult-to-learn concepts from a real-world perspective. Interactive Figures, Charts & Tables:
Appearing throughout the enhanced e-text, interactive figures, process diagrams, and other
illustrations facilitate the study of complex concepts and processes and help students retain
important information. Interactive Self-Scoring Quizzes: Self-Test questions in each Module’s
Retrieval Practice and a Practice Quiz for each chapter provide immediate feedback, helping readers
monitor their understanding and mastery of the material.
  illusory correlation psychology example: AP Q&A Psychology Robert McEntarffer, Kristin
Whitlock, 2020-05-08 Always study with the most up-to-date prep! Look for AP Q&A Psychology,
Second Edition: 600 Questions and Answers, ISBN 9781506288017, on sale July 4, 2023. Publisher’s
Note: Products purchased from third-party sellers are not guaranteed by the publisher for quality,
authenticity, or access to any online entitles included with the product.
  illusory correlation psychology example: The Psychology of Group Perception Vincent
Yzerbyt, Charles M. Judd, Olivier Corneille, 2004 First Published in 2004. Routledge is an imprint of
Taylor & Francis, an informa company.
  illusory correlation psychology example: Human Choice in International Law Anna Spain
Bradley, 2021-07-22 An exploration of human choice in international legal and political decision
making that investigates the neurobiology of choice and the history of how it has affected
international peace and security.
  illusory correlation psychology example: Psychotherapist's Guide to Socratic Dialogue
Mohammad Sadegh Montazeri, 2022-08-18 This concise volume serves as a ready guide to using
Socratic dialogue with psychotherapy clients. In very clear language, this volume takes the reader
through a working definition of the Socratic method and its clinical application. Used often in
cognitive-behavioral therapy, this method is useful to all modes of psychotherapy. This guide
provides a solid background to understanding Socratic questioning and examines the various types
of questions that may be employed, as well as the different levels that may apply. Theory and
explication are bolstered by numerous clinical examples. Useful for both beginning and experienced
therapists, this book will enhance the therapeutic relationship and contribute effectively to better
outcomes.
  illusory correlation psychology example: Social Psychological Foundations of Clinical
Psychology James E. Maddux, June Price Tangney, 2011-04-14 Uniquely integrative and
authoritative, this volume explores how advances in social psychology can deepen understanding
and improve treatment of clinical problems. The role of basic psychological processes in mental
health and disorder is examined by leading experts in social, clinical, and counseling psychology.
Chapters present cutting-edge research on self and identity, self-regulation, interpersonal processes,
social cognition, and emotion. The volume identifies specific ways that social psychology concepts,
findings, and research methods can inform clinical assessment and diagnosis, as well as the
development of effective treatments. Compelling topics include the social psychology of help
seeking, therapeutic change, and the therapist–client relationship.
  illusory correlation psychology example: Ziskin's Coping with Psychiatric and
Psychological Testimony David Faust, 2012-01-12 This highly effective guide is designed to help
attorneys differentiate expert testimony that is scientifically well-established from authoritative
pronouncements that are mainly speculative. Building on the foundation of Jay Ziskin's classic work,
this updated text blends the best of previous editions with discussion of positive scientific advances
in the field to provide practical guidance for experts and lawyers alike. Major contributors in the
field summarize the state of the literature in numerous key areas of the behavioral sciences and law.



Working from these foundations, the text provides extensive guidance, tips, and strategies for
improving the quality of legal evaluations and testimony, appraising the trustworthiness of experts'
opinions, and as follows, bolstering or challenging conclusions in a compelling manner. Distinctive
features of this text include detailed coverage of admissibility and Daubert challenges, with unique
chapters written by an eminently qualified judge and attorney; hundreds of helpful suggestions
covering such topics as forensic evaluations, discovery, and the conduct of depositions and
cross-examinations; and two chapters on the use of visuals to enhance communication and
persuasiveness, including a unique chapter with over 125 model visuals for cases in psychology and
law. More than ever, the sixth edition is an invaluable teaching tool and resource, making it a 'must
have' for mental health professionals and attorneys--
  illusory correlation psychology example: The Encyclopedia of Clinical Psychology, 5
Volume Set Robin L. Cautin, Scott O. Lilienfeld, 2015-01-20 Recommended. Undergraduates
through faculty/researchers; professionals/practitioners;general readers. —Choice Includes well over
500 A-Z entries of between 500 and 7,500 words in length covering the main topics, key concepts,
and influential figures in the field of clinical psychology Serves as a comprehensive reference with
emphasis on philosophical and historical issues, cultural considerations, and conflicts Offers a
historiographical overview of the ways in which research influences practice Cites the best and most
up-to-date scientific evidence for each topic, encouraging readers to think critically 5 Volumes
www.encyclopediaclinicalpsychology.com
  illusory correlation psychology example: Social Psychology Richard Gross, Rob McIlveen,
2016-02-04 In everyday life we depend upon, interact with, influence are influenced by many people
in situations that range from brief single encounters to the special relationships we form with family
and close friends. Social interactions such as these are just a part of what make up social
psychology, the study of human social behaviour and thought. In 'Social Psychology', the authors
have incorporated the most recent theoretical developments and research findings and accounted
for more than a decade of growth and expansion in the discipline since the publication of
Pennington's 'Essential Social Psychology' (from which this book is descended). The result is a
wholly fresh textbook that provides a clear and readable introduction to this empirical discipline.
Assuming no prior knowledge, this book guides the reader through the main topic areas, providing
insights into the key theories, concepts, research and debates that define the field. Particular
attention is paid to how research is applied, with each chapter containing a section demonstrating
the application of social psychological findings in the contexts of education, law, health and
organisations. A summary of the main points and suggestions for further reading are included at the
end of each chapter. There are figures, tables and photographs provided throughout to encourage
visualisation and aid understanding.
  illusory correlation psychology example: The Psychology of Stereotyping David J.
Schneider, 2005-04-07 The first comprehensive treatment of stereotypes and stereotyping, this text
synthesizes a vast body of social and cognitive research that has emerged over the past-quarter
century. Provided is an unusually broad analysis of stereotypes as products both of individual
cognitive activities and of social and cultural forces. While devoting careful attention to harmful
aspects of stereotypes, their connections to prejudice and discrimination, and effective strategies for
countering them, the volume also examines the positive functions of generalizations in helping
people navigate a complex world. Unique features include four chapters addressing the content of
stereotypes, which consider such topics as why certain traits are the focus of stereotyping and how
they become attributed to particular groups. An outstanding text for advanced undergraduate- and
graduate-level courses, the volume is highly readable and features many useful examples.
  illusory correlation psychology example: Understanding the Psychology of Diversity B.
Evan Blaine, Kimberly J. McClure Brenchley, 2017-02-14 The updated Third Edition of this best
seller presents a highly readable examination of diversity from a unique psychological perspective to
teach students how to understand social and cultural differences in today’s society. By exploring
how individuals construct their view of social diversity and how they are defined and influenced by



it, author B. Evan Blaine and new coauthor Kimberly J. McClure Brenchley present all that
psychology has to offer on this critically important topic. The new edition features chapters on
traditional topics such as categorization, stereotypes, sexism, racism, and sexual prejudice, in
addition to chapters on nontraditional diversity topics such as weightism, ageism, and social stigma.
Integrated throughout the text are applications of these topics to timely social issues.
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