illinois continuing education
requirements for nurses

illinois continuing education requirements for nurses are essential for
maintaining licensure and ensuring high standards of nursing practice
throughout the state. Registered nurses (RNs) and licensed practical nurses
(LPNs) in Illinois are required to fulfill specific continuing education (CE)
criteria to keep their knowledge and skills current. These requirements are
designed to promote professional development, patient safety, and quality
care delivery. Understanding the rules, approved providers, acceptable CE
activities, and the renewal process is crucial for every nurse practicing in
Illinois. This comprehensive guide outlines the key aspects of Illinois
continuing education requirements for nurses, including the number of hours
required, accepted courses, and how to document and report completed CE
credits. Following these guidelines ensures compliance with the Illinois
Department of Financial and Professional Regulation (IDFPR) and helps nurses
advance their careers.
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Overview of Illinois Continuing Education
Requirements for Nurses

In Illinois, continuing education is mandated for both registered nurses and
licensed practical nurses as part of the licensure renewal process. The
Illinois Nursing Practice Act and accompanying administrative rules govern
these requirements, which aim to ensure that nurses remain competent and
informed about the latest practices in healthcare. The state’s regulatory
body, the Illinois Department of Financial and Professional Regulation
(IDFPR), oversees the enforcement of continuing education standards.
Compliance with these requirements is necessary to maintain an active nursing
license and to legally practice nursing within Illinois. The continuing
education must be completed during each two-year licensure cycle and must
meet specific criteria regarding content and provider approval.

Purpose of Continuing Education

The primary purpose of continuing education for nurses in Illinois is to
enhance professional skills, promote safe patient care, and encourage
lifelong learning. By participating in approved educational activities,
nurses stay current with advancements in medical technology, evidence-based
practices, and regulatory updates. Continuing education also supports nurses
in meeting certification requirements and career advancement goals.



Continuing Education Hours and Renewal Cycle

Illinois requires nurses to complete a designated number of continuing
education hours within a two-year renewal period. The number of required
hours differs slightly between registered nurses and licensed practical
nurses, reflecting their scope of practice and professional responsibilities.

Required Continuing Education Hours

For both RNs and LPNs, the minimum continuing education requirement is 20
contact hours every two years. These 20 hours must be earned through approved
programs or courses that are relevant to nursing practice. Contact hours are
defined as the actual time spent participating in educational activities,
excluding breaks or non-instructional time.

Renewal Cycle and Deadlines

Illinois nursing licenses must be renewed every two years, with renewal dates
determined by the nurse’s birth month. Nurses must complete the 20-hour
continuing education requirement before submitting their renewal application.
Failure to meet the continuing education criteria by the renewal deadline can
result in license expiration or disciplinary action.

Approved Continuing Education Providers and
Courses

Not all continuing education programs qualify for credit under Illinois
regulations. Nurses must select courses and providers that meet the state’s
approval standards to ensure their CE hours count toward licensure renewal.

Approved Providers

Illinois recognizes CE courses offered by a variety of approved providers
including:

e Accredited colleges and universities

State and national nursing associations

e Hospitals and healthcare organizations accredited by recognized bodies

Professional nursing organizations with approved CE programs

e Manufacturers and vendors offering FDA-approved educational programs

Types of Acceptable Continuing Education Courses

Acceptable courses must relate to nursing, healthcare, or professional
development. Examples include:

e Clinical nursing practice and procedures

e Pharmacology and medication administration updates



e Patient safety and quality improvement
e Ethics, legal issues, and professional responsibilities

e Specialty nursing certifications and clinical skills enhancement

Courses focused solely on administrative, business, or non-nursing topics may
not qualify unless they are directly tied to nursing practice.

Documentation and Reporting of Continuing
Education

Proper documentation of completed continuing education is essential for
verifying compliance during license renewal. Nurses must maintain records of
their CE activities for a specified period.

Required Documentation

Nurses should retain the following documents for each continuing education
activity:

e Certificate of completion or official transcript
e Date and duration of the course
e Name of the provider or organization offering the course

e Description of the course content

Reporting Continuing Education

Illinois does not require nurses to submit CE documentation with the license
renewal application unless specifically requested. However, nurses must keep
their records for at least four years in case of an audit or inquiry by the
IDFPR. Failure to provide documentation when requested can result in
penalties or license suspension.

Exemptions and Special Considerations

Certain nurses may qualify for exemptions or modified continuing education
requirements under specific circumstances outlined by Illinois law.

Exemptions

Possible exemptions include:

e Newly licensed nurses who renew their license for the first time may be
exempt from CE requirements if their initial license period is less than
one year.

e Nurses on active military duty may receive extensions or exemptions for
CE during deployment.



e Nurses applying for inactive status or retirement may not be required to
complete continuing education.

Special Circumstances

Nurses returning to practice after an extended absence may need to complete
additional CE hours or refresher courses as determined by the IDFPR. It is
advisable to consult the department for guidance on individual cases.

Consequences of Non-Compliance and Renewal
Process

Failure to meet Illinois continuing education requirements for nurses can
have serious consequences affecting licensure and the ability to practice.

Penalties for Non-Compliance

Nurses who do not complete the required CE hours before the renewal deadline
may face:

e Delay or denial of license renewal
e Fines or administrative penalties
e License suspension or revocation in severe cases

e Mandatory completion of additional CE hours to reinstate the license

Renewal Process

The license renewal process requires nurses to submit an application along
with the applicable fee to the IDFPR. Nurses must affirm that they have
completed the continuing education requirements. While CE documentation is
not routinely submitted, nurses must be prepared to provide evidence if
selected for audit. Timely renewal and CE compliance are critical to avoid
lapses in licensure and interruptions in professional practice.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the continuing education requirements for
nurses in Illinois?

In Illinois, registered nurses (RNs) and licensed practical nurses (LPNs)
must complete 20 contact hours of continuing education every two years as
part of their license renewal process.

Are there specific topics required for continuing



education for Illinois nurses®?

Yes, Illinois requires nurses to complete at least 1 contact hour in pain and
symptom management as part of their continuing education every two years.

Can Illinois nurses complete continuing education
online?

Yes, Illinois allows nurses to complete continuing education through approved
online courses as long as the courses are from an approved provider
recognized by the Illinois Department of Financial and Professional
Regulation (IDFPR).

When are continuing education requirements due for
Illinois nurse license renewal?

Continuing education requirements must be completed before the nurse's
license renewal deadline, which occurs every two years on the nurse's
birthday.

Are there any exemptions to continuing education
requirements for Illinois nurses?

Yes, nurses who are licensed for the first time within 12 months before their
renewal date may be exempt from completing continuing education requirements
for that renewal period.

How can Illinois nurses verify their continuing
education credits?

Nurses should keep certificates of completion for all continuing education
courses and may be required to submit proof during license renewal or if
audited by the Illinois Department of Financial and Professional Regulation.

Additional Resources

1. Illinois Nursing Continuing Education Handbook

This comprehensive guide covers all the state-specific requirements for
nurses in Illinois to maintain their licensure. It includes detailed
explanations of mandatory continuing education hours, approved course
providers, and renewal procedures. Nurses will find practical tips on
selecting relevant courses to fulfill both professional development and
regulatory standards.

2. Continuing Education for Illinois Nurses: A Practical Approach

Designed for Illinois-based nurses, this book offers practical strategies for
efficiently completing continuing education credits. It highlights online and
in-person learning options that meet state criteria and provides sample study
plans. The text emphasizes balancing work, life, and education while staying

compliant with Illinois Board of Nursing regulations.

3. Illinois Nursing License Renewal and CE Compliance Guide
This guidebook focuses on the renewal process for Illinois nursing licenses,
emphasizing continuing education compliance. It breaks down the legal



requirements, timelines, and documentation necessary for successful license
renewal. The book also addresses common pitfalls and how to avoid them during
the CE reporting process.

4. Essential Continuing Education Topics for Illinois Nurses

Focusing on the content of continuing education courses, this book identifies
key subject areas mandated or recommended by Illinois nursing authorities. It
covers topics such as patient safety, ethics, infection control, and cultural
competence. Nurses will benefit from suggested resources and course examples
tailored to Illinois practice standards.

5. Online Continuing Education Resources for Illinois Nurses

This resource guide lists and reviews accredited online continuing education
programs suitable for Illinois nurses. It evaluates platforms based on cost,
flexibility, course variety, and state approval status. The book also offers
advice on verifying course validity and documenting credits for Illinois
Board submissions.

6. Staying Current: Illinois Nurse CE Requirements and Best Practices
Aimed at helping nurses stay up-to-date with evolving CE requirements, this
book discusses recent regulatory changes and future trends in Illinois
nursing education. It offers best practices for maintaining a continuous
learning plan aligned with state mandates. The text also encourages
professional growth beyond minimum requirements.

7. Legal and Ethical Considerations in Illinois Nursing CE

This book explores the legal framework governing continuing education in
Illinois nursing practice. It highlights ethical responsibilities related to
accurate CE reporting and professional accountability. Case studies
illustrate potential legal issues and provide guidance on maintaining
compliance through education.

8. CE Renewal Made Easy for Illinois Registered Nurses

Targeted at registered nurses in Illinois, this book simplifies the
continuing education renewal process. It offers step-by-step instructions for
completing required CE credits, submitting documentation, and avoiding
renewal delays. The book also includes checklists and templates to streamline
the renewal experience.

9. Professional Development and CE Planning for Illinois Nurses

This title focuses on long-term career planning through continuing education
tailored to Illinois nurses. It encourages goal-setting and selecting CE
courses that enhance both licensure requirements and professional expertise.
The book provides tools for tracking progress and integrating CE activities
into daily nursing practice.

Illinois Continuing Education Requirements For Nurses

Find other PDF articles:
https://staging.devenscommunity.com/archive-libra
er-fuel-economy.pdf



https://staging.devenscommunity.com/archive-library-407/files?ID=YoG56-1759&title=illinois-continuing-education-requirements-for-nurses.pdf
https://staging.devenscommunity.com/archive-library-009/Book?ID=Bai94-9001&title=2005-pt-cruiser-fuel-economy.pdf
https://staging.devenscommunity.com/archive-library-009/Book?ID=Bai94-9001&title=2005-pt-cruiser-fuel-economy.pdf

illinois continuing education requirements for nurses: Nursing Programs - 2010
Peterson's, 2009-04-22 Presents brief profiles of over three thousand undergraduate, graduate, and
postdoctoral nursing programs in the U.S. and Canada, listing nursing student resources and
activities, degree programs, and full-time, part-time, and distance learning options.

illinois continuing education requirements for nurses: AHEC The Decentralization and
Regionalization of Health Professional Education and Training United States. Health Manpower
Bureau, 1975

illinois continuing education requirements for nurses: Nursing Programs 2011 Peterson's,
2010-05-18 Nursing Programs 2011 profiles nearly 3,200 undergraduate, graduate, and postdoctoral
options at more than 700 institutions in the Unioted States and Canada. A special section, The
Nursing School Advisor, includes indepth articles about degree and career options, the admissions
process, and specialized programs for professions such as nurse practitioner and clinical specialist.

illinois continuing education requirements for nurses: The Decentralization and
Regionalization of Health Professional Education and Training , 1975

illinois continuing education requirements for nurses: Nursing Programs 2014 Peterson's,
2013-05-07 Peterson's Nursing Programs 2014 features profiles of more than 3,600 undergraduate,
graduate, and postdoctoral programs at hundreds of institutions in the United States and Canada.
The only nursing guide published in cooperation with the prestigious American Association of
Colleges of Nursing (AACN), which is the only U.S. organization dedicated exclusively to advancing
baccalaureate and graduate nursing education. Inside you'll find the latest data on entrance
requirements, costs, degrees offered, distance learning options, contact information and much more.
Also included are insightful articles and expert advice from nursing school deans and professors
along with a thorough analysis of the nursing profession today and what to expect in the future.

illinois continuing education requirements for nurses: The Journal of Continuing
Education in Nursing , 1988

illinois continuing education requirements for nurses: Nursing Programs 2013 Peterson's,
2012-08-30 Published in cooperation with the American Association of Colleges of Nursing
(AACN)-the only U.S. organization dedicated exclusively to advancing baccalaureate and graduate
nursing education-Peterson's Nursing Programs 2013 is a comprehensive guide to undergraduate,
graduate, and postdoctoral programs in the United States and Canada. Profiling more than 3,500
undergraduate, graduate, and postdoctoral options at more than 700 institutions in the United
States and Canada, readers can evaluate the latest data on entrance requirements, costs, degrees
offered, distance learning options, and more. A special section, The Nursing School Adviser, includes
in-depth articles about degree and career options, the admissions process, and specialized programs
for professions such as nurse practitioner and clinical specialist. The Quick-Reference Chart offers
readers at-a-glance school comparisons.

illinois continuing education requirements for nurses: Nursing Programs 2012
Peterson's, 2011-12-01 Published in cooperation with the American Association of Colleges of
Nursing (AACN)-the only U.S. organization dedicated exclusively to advancing baccalaureate and
graduate nursing education-Peterson's Nursing Programs 2012 is a comprehensive guide to
undergraduate, graduate, and postdoctoral programs in the United States and Canada. Nursing
Programs 2012 profiles more than 3,500 undergraduate, graduate, and postdoctoral options at more
than 700 institutions in the United States and Canada. Readers can evaluate the latest data on
entrance requirements, costs, degrees offered, distance learning options, and more. A special
section, The Nursing School Adviser, includes in-depth articles about degree and career options, the
admissions process, and specialized programs for professions such as nurse practitioner and clinical
specialist. The Quick-Reference Chart offers readers at-a-glance school comparisons.

illinois continuing education requirements for nurses: Health planning reports subject
index United States. Health Resources Administration, 1979

illinois continuing education requirements for nurses: Resources in Education , 1996-05

illinois continuing education requirements for nurses: Cumulative List of Organizations



Described in Section 170 (c) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954 United States. Internal Revenue
Service, 1997

illinois continuing education requirements for nurses: Special Projects for Improvement in
Nurse Training United States. Public Health Service. Division of Nursing, 1978

illinois continuing education requirements for nurses: The Licensed Practical Nurse as
Charge Nurse United States. Division of Health Resources, 1972

illinois continuing education requirements for nurses: Implementation of Continuing
Education in Nursing , 1978

illinois continuing education requirements for nurses: Mental Health: Principles and
Training Techniques in Nursing Home Care , 1972

illinois continuing education requirements for nurses: National Library of Medicine
Audiovisuals Catalog National Library of Medicine (U.S.),

illinois continuing education requirements for nurses: Health Planning Reports Title
Index United States. Bureau of Health Planning, 1981

illinois continuing education requirements for nurses: Government Reports
Announcements & Index, 1976

illinois continuing education requirements for nurses: Contemporary Nursing Knowledge
Jacqueline Fawcett, Susan DeSanto-Madeya, 2012-11-27 The 3rd Edition of this AJN
Book-of-the-Year Award-Winner helps you answer those questions with a unique approach to the
scientific basis of nursing knowledge. Using conceptual models, grand theories, and middle-range
theories as guidelines you will learn about the current state and future of nurse educators, nurse
researchers, nurse administrators, and practicing nurses.

illinois continuing education requirements for nurses: Directory of Accredited

Organizations and Continuing Education Certificate Programs Preparing Nurse Practitioners , 1991

Related to illinois continuing education requirements for
nurses

Illinois - Wikipedia Illinois (/ ,ili'no1 / [] IL-ih-NQY) is a state in the Midwestern region of the United
States. It borders Lake Michigan to its northeast, the Mississippi River to its west, and the Wabash
and Ohio

Illinois Welcome to Illinois.gov! Find places to go, things to see. Search through all the different
services offered by the various Illinois agencies. During live broadcasts use the links below to tune in
to

Your Official Guide to Illinois Travel | Enjoy Illinois Your guide to the best of Illinois. Places to
go, things to do, the best places to eat and drink, must-see Chicago, trip ideas and inspiration for
your Illinois vacation

Llinois | History, Geography, Cities, Capital, & Facts | Britannica 3 days ago Geographical
and historical treatment of Illinois, including maps and a survey of its people, economy, and
government. Its capital city is Springfield, and its largest city and most

Here’s what’s in Illinois’ $50.6B six-year infrastructure plan Illinois on Wednesday unveiled
its latest six-year, $50.6 billion infrastructure plan for the state’s roads, bridges, railways, airports
and more. The plan spans all 102 counties and

Illinois Maps & Facts - World Atlas Illinois, a state in the Midwestern United States, shares its
borders with Wisconsin to the north, Indiana to the east, and the Mississippi River forms its western
border with Iowa

Illinois State Information - Symbols, Capital, Constitution, Flags Blank Outline Maps: Find
printable blank map of the State of Illinois , without names, so you can quiz yourself on important
locations, abbreviations, or state capital

Judge blocks National Guard moves in Illinois - POLITICO 4 days ago IN A SLAP to President
Donald Trump’s immigration crackdown, a federal judge in Chicago has temporarily halted plans to



deploy National Guard troops in Illinois. The move

Best Places to Visit in Illinois | Travel Guide 2025 Plan your Illinois adventure with our
comprehensive travel guides. Explore charming towns, breathtaking scenery, and unique
experiences

Fun Facts - Chicago's Mercy Hospital was the first hospital opened in Illinois. Chicago’s O’Hare
International Airport is the busiest airport in the world. A plane takes off or lands there every 23
seconds.

Related to illinois continuing education requirements for
nurses

Free continuing education options for nurses (Atlanta Journal-Constitution3y) Georgia nurses
are required to complete 20-30 hours to renew their licenses Continuing education is a requirement
in many professions, and nursing is no exception. In Georgia, registered nurses must

Free continuing education options for nurses (Atlanta Journal-Constitution3y) Georgia nurses
are required to complete 20-30 hours to renew their licenses Continuing education is a requirement
in many professions, and nursing is no exception. In Georgia, registered nurses must

What Are Continuing Education Credits in Nursing? (snhu2mon) The field of nursing isn't static
— pandemics, evolving patient needs and advances in medical technology make sure of that. To stay
current, nurses need to continually develop their knowledge and

What Are Continuing Education Credits in Nursing? (snhu2mon) The field of nursing isn't static
— pandemics, evolving patient needs and advances in medical technology make sure of that. To stay
current, nurses need to continually develop their knowledge and

Montana considers eliminating continuing education for registered nurses (HealthLeaders
Media2y) A new administrative rule proposal by the Gianforte administration would would repeal all
continuing education requirements for registered nurses in Montana, a move the state's largest
nursing

Montana considers eliminating continuing education for registered nurses (HealthLeaders
Media2y) A new administrative rule proposal by the Gianforte administration would would repeal all
continuing education requirements for registered nurses in Montana, a move the state's largest
nursing

Commentary: Illinois hospital staffing shortages remain a point of pain (Crain's Chicago
Businessly) Healthcare is experiencing a shortage of medical professionals, from physicians and
nurses to healthcare educators and respiratory therapists. Staff shortages present significant
challenges to the

Commentary: Illinois hospital staffing shortages remain a point of pain (Crain's Chicago
Businessly) Healthcare is experiencing a shortage of medical professionals, from physicians and
nurses to healthcare educators and respiratory therapists. Staff shortages present significant
challenges to the

Illinois lawmakers’ latest perk — continuing education credits for going to work (Chicago
Tribunedmon) State legislators who are also lawyers in Illinois are getting a new perk, courtesy of
the state Supreme Court. They just need to show up for work in the Illinois General Assembly and
they’ll be able

Illinois lawmakers’ latest perk — continuing education credits for going to work (Chicago
Tribune4dmon) State legislators who are also lawyers in Illinois are getting a new perk, courtesy of
the state Supreme Court. They just need to show up for work in the Illinois General Assembly and
they’ll be able

Nurses at University of Illinois Hospital vote to authorize second strike (Chicago
Tribunellmon) Nurses at University of Illinois Hospital & Clinics have voted to authorize what could
be their second strike since August — as they continue to ask for better pay, staffing and security. Of
about



Nurses at University of Illinois Hospital vote to authorize second strike (Chicago
Tribunellmon) Nurses at University of Illinois Hospital & Clinics have voted to authorize what could
be their second strike since August — as they continue to ask for better pay, staffing and security. Of
about

Elite Learning Celebrates World Mental Health Awareness Month with Continuing
Education Courses at No Cost for Nurses (Business Wire2y) ORMAND BEACH, Fla.--(BUSINESS
WIRE)--Elite Learning, a comprehensive online learning destination for licensed professionals, today
announced the commemoration of World Mental Health Awareness Month in

Elite Learning Celebrates World Mental Health Awareness Month with Continuing
Education Courses at No Cost for Nurses (Business Wire2y) ORMAND BEACH, Fla.--(BUSINESS
WIRE)--Elite Learning, a comprehensive online learning destination for licensed professionals, today
announced the commemoration of World Mental Health Awareness Month in

Back to Home: https://staging.devenscommunity.com


https://staging.devenscommunity.com

