illinois pharmacy technician license
requirements

illinois pharmacy technician license requirements are essential for individuals seeking to work
professionally in the pharmaceutical field within the state. Obtaining a pharmacy technician license
in Illinois involves meeting specific educational, training, and regulatory criteria established by the
Illinois Department of Financial and Professional Regulation (IDFPR). This article provides a
comprehensive overview of the Illinois pharmacy technician license requirements, detailing
eligibility, application procedures, examination mandates, and continuing education obligations.
Understanding these requirements is crucial for aspiring pharmacy technicians to ensure
compliance and successful licensure. Additionally, the article covers the roles and responsibilities of
licensed pharmacy technicians within Illinois, highlighting the importance of adherence to state laws
and professional standards. For those interested in this career path, this guide offers valuable
insights into the licensing landscape and professional expectations.
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Eligibility Criteria for Illinois Pharmacy Technician
License

To apply for an Illinois pharmacy technician license, candidates must meet specific eligibility
requirements set by the IDFPR. These criteria ensure that applicants possess the foundational
knowledge and legal qualifications necessary to perform pharmacy technician duties responsibly and
effectively.

Age and Education Requirements

Applicants must be at least 18 years old and have a high school diploma or an equivalent credential
such as a GED. This educational baseline ensures that candidates have the necessary academic skills
to comprehend pharmaceutical practices and regulations.



Criminal Background Check

Illinois requires applicants to undergo a criminal background check as part of the licensing process.
This step helps maintain public safety by screening for any past criminal activities that could impact
the applicant’s suitability for pharmacy work.

Training and Experience

While formal pharmacy technician training programs are not mandatory in Illinois, completing an
accredited training program or having relevant work experience is highly recommended. Such
programs often provide comprehensive instruction on pharmaceutical calculations, drug
classifications, and pharmacy law, which are advantageous during the licensing examination.

Application Process and Required Documentation

The application process for the Illinois pharmacy technician license involves submitting a detailed
application form along with supporting documents to the IDFPR. Proper completion and verification
of these materials are critical to avoid delays or denials.

Application Form Submission

Applicants must complete the official application form provided by the Illinois Department of
Financial and Professional Regulation. This form collects personal information, education details,
and any prior pharmacy experience.

Required Documentation

The following documents are typically required to accompany the application:

¢ Proof of high school graduation or equivalent

e Government-issued identification

¢ Criminal background check results

e Certification of completion of any pharmacy technician training program (if applicable)

e Application fee payment receipt

Application Fees

Applicants must pay a non-refundable application fee as determined by the IDFPR. Fee amounts are
subject to change, so it is important to verify the current fee schedule before submission.



Licensing Examination and Certification

Passing a certification examination is a key component of the Illinois pharmacy technician licensing
process. This examination evaluates the applicant’s knowledge and competence in pharmacy-related
tasks.

Approved Certification Exams

Illinois recognizes certification exams administered by nationally accredited organizations such as
the Pharmacy Technician Certification Board (PTCB) and the National Healthcareer Association
(NHA). Successfully passing one of these exams demonstrates proficiency in pharmacy law,
medication safety, and pharmaceutical calculations.

Exam Preparation

Many candidates prepare for the certification exam by enrolling in pharmacy technician training
programs or through self-study resources. Exam content typically covers:

e Pharmacology and medication names
e Dosage calculations
e Pharmacy law and ethics

¢ Inventory management and medication safety

Certification Validity

Certification from recognized bodies must be maintained and kept current. The Illinois Department
of Financial and Professional Regulation requires licensed pharmacy technicians to hold an active
certification during the license period.

Renewal and Continuing Education Requirements

Maintaining an Illinois pharmacy technician license requires timely renewal and fulfillment of
continuing education (CE) requirements. These measures ensure technicians remain knowledgeable
about evolving pharmaceutical practices and regulations.

License Renewal Process

Pharmacy technician licenses in Illinois must be renewed every two years. Renewal applications are
submitted through the IDFPR’s online portal or via mail, accompanied by the applicable renewal fee.



Continuing Education Obligations

Licensees must complete at least 20 hours of approved continuing education during each renewal
cycle, including a minimum of one hour focused on pharmacy law and one hour on patient safety. CE
courses can be obtained through accredited providers and must be relevant to pharmacy technician
duties.

Failure to Renew

Failure to renew the license on time may result in suspension or revocation. Illinois allows a grace
period for renewal, but after this period, reinstatement may require additional steps such as
retaking the certification exam or submitting a new application.

Roles and Responsibilities of Licensed Pharmacy
Technicians

Licensed pharmacy technicians in Illinois play an integral role in supporting pharmacists and
ensuring the safe dispensing of medications. Their responsibilities are governed by state laws and
professional standards designed to protect public health.

Core Duties

Pharmacy technicians assist pharmacists by performing tasks such as:

e Processing prescription orders

e Preparing and labeling medications

e Managing inventory and ordering supplies

e Maintaining patient records and confidentiality

e Providing customer service and assisting with medication inquiries

Scope of Practice Limitations

Illinois law restricts certain activities to licensed pharmacists only, such as counseling patients on
prescriptions and final verification of medications. Pharmacy technicians must operate under the
supervision of a licensed pharmacist at all times and adhere strictly to the scope of their authorized
duties.



Professional Conduct and Compliance

Licensed pharmacy technicians are expected to uphold ethical standards, comply with state and
federal regulations, and participate in ongoing professional development. Violations of pharmacy
laws or ethical breaches can lead to disciplinary action, including license suspension or revocation.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the basic eligibility requirements for an Illinois
pharmacy technician license?

To be eligible for an Illinois pharmacy technician license, applicants must be at least 18 years old,
have a high school diploma or equivalent, and complete a Board-approved pharmacy technician
training program or have relevant work experience.

Is certification required to become a licensed pharmacy
technician in Illinois?

Yes, Illinois requires pharmacy technicians to be certified by an approved organization such as the
Pharmacy Technician Certification Board (PTCB) or the National Healthcareer Association (NHA).

How do I apply for a pharmacy technician license in Illinois?

You can apply online through the Illinois Department of Financial and Professional Regulation
(IDFPR) website by submitting the application form, proof of certification, training completion, and
paying the required fees.

Are background checks mandatory for Illinois pharmacy
technician license applicants?

Yes, applicants must undergo a criminal background check as part of the licensing process to ensure
safety and compliance with state regulations.

What is the renewal process for an Illinois pharmacy
technician license?

Pharmacy technician licenses in Illinois must be renewed every two years through the IDFPR, which
includes completing continuing education requirements and submitting a renewal application with
fees.

How many hours of continuing education are required to
maintain an Illinois pharmacy technician license?

Licensed pharmacy technicians in Illinois are required to complete 10 hours of continuing education
every two years to maintain their license.



Can foreign-trained pharmacy technicians obtain a license in
Illinois?

Foreign-trained pharmacy technicians must have their credentials evaluated and meet all Illinois
licensing requirements, including certification and training, before applying for a license.

What fees are associated with obtaining and renewing a
pharmacy technician license in Illinois?

The initial application fee is typically around $50, and the renewal fee is also approximately $50, but
applicants should check the IDFPR website for the most current fee schedule.

Additional Resources

1. Illinois Pharmacy Technician Licensing Guide: Requirements and Procedures

This comprehensive guide breaks down the specific requirements for obtaining a pharmacy
technician license in Illinois. It covers educational prerequisites, certification exams, and the
application process in detail. Readers will find step-by-step instructions to navigate state regulations
efficiently. Ideal for aspiring pharmacy technicians and current professionals seeking licensure
clarity.

2. Pharmacy Technician Certification in Illinois: A Complete Handbook

Focusing on the certification aspect, this handbook explains the different certification options
accepted in Illinois, such as the PTCB and ExCPT exams. It provides study tips, eligibility criteria,
and renewal requirements. The book also highlights how certification affects licensing and career
advancement within the state.

3. Illinois Pharmacy Law and Technician Licensing

This title explores Illinois-specific pharmacy laws that impact pharmacy technician licensing and
practice. It discusses legal responsibilities, ethical considerations, and compliance issues relevant to
technicians. Students and professionals will benefit from its clear explanations of state statutes and
regulatory policies.

4. Steps to Becoming a Licensed Pharmacy Technician in Illinois

A practical guide outlining the entire journey to becoming a licensed pharmacy technician in Illinois.
It includes information on required education, training programs, background checks, and
application submission. The book also offers advice on preparing for the licensing exam and
maintaining licensure post-certification.

5. Pharmacy Technician Training and Licensing in Illinois: What You Need to Know

This resource details the training programs approved by Illinois for pharmacy technician candidates.
It discusses curriculum standards, clinical experience requirements, and how training integrates
with the licensing process. Readers will gain insight into choosing the right educational path to meet
state standards.

6. Illinois Pharmacy Technician License Renewal and Continuing Education
This book focuses on the ongoing requirements for maintaining a pharmacy technician license in
Illinois. It covers continuing education mandates, renewal timelines, and the impact of non-



compliance. The guide is essential for licensed technicians to stay informed and compliant with state
laws.

7. Preparing for the Illinois Pharmacy Technician Licensing Exam

Designed as a study companion, this book provides practice questions, test-taking strategies, and
subject reviews tailored to Illinois licensing exams. It emphasizes the knowledge areas most relevant
to state standards and regulatory expectations. Ideal for candidates seeking to boost their
confidence and exam performance.

8. Ethics and Professionalism for Illinois Pharmacy Technicians

This title addresses the ethical standards and professional conduct expected of pharmacy
technicians licensed in Illinois. It includes case studies, scenario analyses, and best practice
recommendations. The book aims to foster a strong ethical foundation to support safe and effective
pharmacy practice.

9. The Illinois Pharmacy Technician's Guide to State Regulations

A detailed overview of the regulatory framework governing pharmacy technicians in Illinois. It
explains state board rules, scope of practice limitations, and disciplinary procedures. This guide is a
valuable reference for technicians to understand their rights and responsibilities under Illinois law.
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illinois pharmacy technician license requirements: Legal Handbook for Pharmacy
Technicians Diane L. Darvey, 2008-03-07 The pharmacy profession is extensively regulated at both
the Federal and State level. Legal requirements and regulations underpin all of the functional areas
in which pharmacy technicians perform their duties. In a simple, straightforward style, the Legal
Handbook for Pharmacy Technicians teaches pharmacy technicians the essentials on how pharmacy
is regulated. Issues such as the role of laws and regulations; regulation of prescription and
non-prescription drugs; FDA drug labeling, package inserts, and warnings; state registration and
licensing of technicians; and confidentiality and privacy issues are covered in a concise,
understandable way. Inside you'll find detailed information on: Legal and regulatory systems for
pharmacy in the U.S. Federal and state laws and regulations for drugs Controlled substance laws
and regulations Confidentiality and privacy of patient records and information This guide also
includes chapter learning objectives, key points, and chapter review questions and answers to
prepare pharmacy technicians for the PTCB exam as well as their daily professional activities.

illinois pharmacy technician license requirements: Mosby's Pharmacy Technician
E-Book Elsevier Inc, Karen Davis, Anthony Guerra, 2021-06-03 Get everything you need to prepare
for a successful career as a pharmacy technician in one easy-to-read textbook! Useful from day one
through graduation, Mosby's Pharmacy Technician: Principles and Practice, 6th Edition includes
comprehensive information on pharmacy practice, anatomy and physiology, math calculation, and
pharmacology. Built from the ground up to map directly to American Society for Health-System
Pharmacists (ASHP) accreditation competencies and to the accepted certification exams, this
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approachable text covers everything from processing and handling of medications and medication
orders to patient safety, quality assurance, and regulation and compliance. It also features a rich art
program with equipment close-ups, clinical procedures and processes, and body system illustrations
that bring the content to life and visually reinforce your understanding of key concepts. With its
clear writing, expert insight, and engaging study tools, this text will help you develop a solid
foundation in the pharmacy content you need to pass the board examination and launch a successful
and rewarding career. - Comprehensive coverage of pharmacy practice, A&P, and pharmacology
supports classroom success and board exam preparation. - Step-by-step, illustrated procedures
provide rationales for key skills and competencies. - Study practice includes review questions at the
end of each chapter, an exam-review appendix with sample questions, and online review questions. -
Scenario boxes help you develop real-world problem-solving skills. - Mini drug monographs provide
drug information summaries and photos for commonly prescribed medications. - Tech Notes and
Tech Alerts offer practical tips for on-the-job accuracy and efficiency. - NEW! Additional content
ensures thorough coverage of all entry-level and many advanced ASHP accreditation competencies,
including: - Wellness, disease prevention, and immunizations - Medication compliance and
point-of-care testing - Professional and regulatory standards - Medication requiring special handling
and documentation - Nonsterile and sterile compounding - Advanced Pharmacy Technician duties

illinois pharmacy technician license requirements: Professional and Occupational
Licensing Directory David P. Bianco, David J. Bianco, 1995-10-05 A career tool for job-seekers,
career changers, licensing officials and for people who are relocating. It includes national and state
information on the licenses and licensing procedures required for more than 500 occupations (and
more than 1000 specific job titles) in the US. The book covers professional and vocational careers
and is arranged by and cross-referenced by occupational title.

illinois pharmacy technician license requirements: Occupational Information , 1996

illinois pharmacy technician license requirements: Essentials of Law and Ethics for
Pharmacy Technicians Kenneth M. Strandberg, 2002-08-28 As a pharmacy technician you are
expected to have a broad knowledge of pharmacy practice and be skilled in the techniques required
to order, stock, package, and dispense medications. However, you must also have a working
understanding of the laws and regulations that govern the dispensing of medications. While there
are excellent books covering pharmacy laws, regulations, and ethics, most are aimed at the
university-level pharmacy student. There is no text written specifically for the pharmacy technician.
Essentials of Law and Ethics for Pharmacy Technicians fills that niche. It presents the exact amount
of information required at a level that is appropriate to a technician's practice and role. This book
discusses the many laws and regulations that pharmacy technicians must understand in order to
practice in a legal and ethical manner. It presents an overview of the U.S. legal system, reviews the
development of current laws and describes in detail the major laws affecting present-day pharmacy
practice. Rather than searching through portions of several books, you can now find coverage of all
the important legal topics in one source. Written and organized in a concise manner, Essentials of
Law and Ethics for Pharmacy Technicians addresses the drug dispensing regulations and ethical
issues technicians will encounter in their daily practice.

illinois pharmacy technician license requirements: Pharmacy Workforce Support Personnel
Shane P. Desselle , Kenneth C. Hohmeier, 2020-12-10 This book provides research and commentary
on pharmacy technicians. It demonstrates how the re-design of pharmacy workflow to incorporate
more responsibilities for technicians will free up pharmacist time to provide direct patient care. It
also highlights that doing so can be accomplished without compromising—and often even improving
upon—patient safety. The book also sheds light on employer needs and on new paradigms in
pharmacy technician certification, education, and training. However, it also demonstrates the need
for improvements in this area, as well as improvements in pharmacy technician quality of work life,
advancement opportunities, and wages. Taken together, the papers in this book demonstrate how
the results of recent studies help pave the road for the continued evolution of pharmacy care and the
optimal deployment of pharmacy workforce personnel.



illinois pharmacy technician license requirements: Pharmacy Practice and the Law Richard
R. Abood, David B. Brushwood, 2005 Pharmacy Practice

illinois pharmacy technician license requirements: Essentials of Law and Ethics for
Pharmacy Technicians, Third Edition Kenneth M. Strandberg, 2011-07-26 As the practice of modern
medicine becomes more and more pharmacology dependent, the role of pharmacy technicians is
becoming more complex. This is true in terms of the medications they are required to deliver, as well
as the legal responsibilities and ethical considerations that come with administering those
medicines. Essentials of Law and Ethics for Pharmacy Technicians, now in its Third Edition, is
designed specifically to provide technicians with the legal and ethical information they need to
perform their jobs with absolute confidence. It covers all U.S. federal laws regarding pharmacy
practice as well as other laws and regulations and their applicability to pharmacy technicians. It also
addresses current issues such as herbal medications, privacy laws and rules, and drug pedigree. A
unique section on ethics offers extensive discussion points and cases. Appendices provide extensive
information on practice regulation in all states. Fully revised to address the latest procedural,
ethical, and technological developments in this rapidly changing field, this third edition of a
bestseller has been edited for clarity and provides a wealth of new material, including a new
appendix on the legal status of electronic transmission of prescriptions. It covers the latest in state
and federal regulations pertaining to the administration of new medications, including birth control
and the morning-after pill, as well as new regulations on over-the-counter label claims. An essential
resource for students and practicing technicians, this reference brings together the information that
pharmacy technicians need to practice in a manner that is both legal and ethical. What’s New in this
Edition: Updated information on over-the-counter label claims Updated sections on drug samples
and the Combat Methamphetamine Epidemic Act of 2005 New sections on drug pedigrees and
United States Pharmacopoeia Chapter 797 Expanded discussion of state rules and ethics regarding
dispensing the morning-after pill and birth control medications New appendix on the legal status of
electronic transmission of prescriptions Pedagogical Features: Offers end-of-chapter discussion
questions and examples Contains a chapter on ethics with discussion points and cases Presents
information in an easy-to-read format Comes with a CD-ROM containing PowerPoint slides for
classroom use

illinois pharmacy technician license requirements: Prescription Drug Diversion and
Counterfeiting United States. Congress. House. Committee on Energy and Commerce.
Subcommittee on Oversight and Investigations, 1986

illinois pharmacy technician license requirements: Immigration & Nationality Law
Handbook , 1992

illinois pharmacy technician license requirements: Annual Report of Illinois State
Board of Health Illinois State Board of Health, 1898

illinois pharmacy technician license requirements: Federal Register , 1999-02

illinois pharmacy technician license requirements: Blue Collar Resumes-Third Edition
Steven Provenzano, CPRW/CEIP, 2017-08-10 Blue Collar Resumes, Third Edition will help you
discover, organize, and market your skills and abilities to employers with impact and clarity. Using
real-life examples and the latest strategies used by expert resume writers, Steven Provenzano,
CPRW/CEIP, clearly explains how to sift through your work history, extract and develop key points
about your talents, and sell them to win interviews. You'll learn to evaluate your work experience,
education and skills, and translate them into powerful selling points. You will also learn new,
effective methods to format and organize your achievements, design the finished resume, and
leverage new techniques for making job contacts and acing the interview. The 100+ resume
examples in Blue Collar Resumes, Third Edition, reflect a broad spectrum of industries, careers, and
job descriptions. These include skilled trade and factory workers, assemblers and construction
workers, supervisors, executive secretaries, sales and customer service representatives, data entry
clerks, and clerical positions. There’s even resume samples for pilots, drivers and equipment
operators, technical and medical workers, as well as entry-level business and administrative



positions, and veterans returning to the workforce. No matter what your or type of work this guide
will help you shorten your job search and increase your income!

illinois pharmacy technician license requirements: American Journal of Hospital
Pharmacy, 1994-07

illinois pharmacy technician license requirements: Pharmacy Practice and The Law
Richard Abood, 2011 The Sixth Edition of this best-selling text includes updates to account for new
legal, regulatory and policy developments. Pharmacy Practice and the Law, Sixth Edition provides
background, history and discussion of the law so as to enable the student to not only learn the facts,
but to help them understand, apply and critically evaluate the information. The issues covered in this
text are discussed in non-legal, easy to understand language. Challenging open-ended discussion
questions and edited cases are included in every chapter to facilitate discussion and critical
thinking. Citations to all laws, court cases, regulations and other documents are provided. An online
instructor’s manual is available. Pharmacy Practice and the Law, Sixth Edition, is a useful resource
both for teaching the facts of pharmacy law and for stimulating critical thinking issues in pharmacy
law.
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illinois pharmacy technician license requirements: Pharmacy Law Examination and
Board Review William Feinberg, 2014-11-05 Get your highest score possible on the MPJE® with
detailed state-specific guidance! Complete coverage of 20 states, plus federal regulations! Pharmacy
Law is the perfect way to prepare for the MPJE Exam. It delivers a rigorous review of
pharmacy-related statutes, rules, and regulations that impact pharmacy practice in twenty states as
well as a summary of federal regulations that pertain to pharmacy law. Federal coverage includes
summaries of must-know legislation such as the Federal Controlled Substances Act, the Federal
Food, Drug & Cosmetics Act, and other relevant federal guidelines. State-specific chapters discuss
important topics such as renewal of pharmacists’ licenses, qualifications, prescription transfers,
inventory requirements, record-keeping, and prescriptive authority. Each chapter concludes with
practice scenarios and questions with appropriate explanations. The Review You Need to Excel in
These States: Alabama, Arizona, Arkansas, California, Colorado, Florida, Georgia, Illinois, Indiana,
Kentucky, Louisiana, Maryland, North Carolina, New Jersey, Ohio, Oregon, Pennsylvania, South
Carolina, Texas & Wisconsin. Watch for future supplements with additional states.

illinois pharmacy technician license requirements: Licensing and Credentialing of Health
Care Professionals Sarah Blake, 1995
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Registration and Education of the State of Illinois , 1983
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