
illinois nurse practice act
illinois nurse practice act is a critical piece of legislation that governs
the practice of nursing within the state of Illinois. It establishes the
legal framework for nursing licensure, scopes of practice, professional
responsibilities, and disciplinary actions. Understanding the Illinois Nurse
Practice Act is essential for nurses, educators, healthcare administrators,
and policymakers to ensure compliance with state laws and promote safe,
effective patient care. This article provides a comprehensive overview of the
act, including its history, key provisions, and implications for nursing
professionals. Additionally, it will explore licensure requirements, scopes
of practice, continuing education mandates, and disciplinary procedures
outlined in the act. By delving into these topics, readers will gain a
thorough understanding of how the Illinois Nurse Practice Act shapes nursing
practice in the state.
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Overview of the Illinois Nurse Practice Act
The Illinois Nurse Practice Act is a statutory law enacted to regulate
nursing practice within the state. It defines the legal parameters within
which nurses must operate to protect public health, safety, and welfare. The
act is administered by the Illinois Department of Financial and Professional
Regulation (IDFPR), specifically the Division of Professional Regulation. It
applies to all registered nurses (RNs), licensed practical nurses (LPNs),
advanced practice registered nurses (APRNs), and nursing students in clinical
practice. The act outlines the qualifications for licensure, the scope of
nursing roles, and the standards for professional conduct. It also sets forth
the disciplinary framework for addressing violations of nursing regulations.

This legislation serves as a safeguard by ensuring that only qualified
individuals are authorized to provide nursing care. It also promotes
accountability and ethical behavior among nursing professionals in Illinois.



Licensure and Certification Requirements
Licensure under the Illinois Nurse Practice Act is mandatory for all nurses
practicing within the state. The act specifies the criteria for obtaining and
renewing nursing licenses, aiming to maintain high standards of nursing
competency.

Initial Licensure
To obtain an initial nursing license in Illinois, applicants must:

Graduate from an accredited nursing education program approved by the
Illinois Board of Nursing.

Successfully pass the National Council Licensure Examination (NCLEX-RN
or NCLEX-PN) depending on the nursing category.

Submit an application along with the required fees to the Illinois
Department of Financial and Professional Regulation.

Undergo a background check and provide proof of good moral character.

License Renewal
Licensed nurses in Illinois must renew their licenses periodically, typically
every two years. Renewal requirements include:

Completing continuing education credits as mandated by the Illinois
Nurse Practice Act.

Submitting renewal applications and fees before the expiration date.

Maintaining compliance with all state regulations and professional
standards.

Advanced Practice Certification
Advanced Practice Registered Nurses (APRNs) must obtain additional
certification and authorization to practice specialized roles such as nurse
practitioners, clinical nurse specialists, nurse anesthetists, and nurse
midwives. The Illinois Nurse Practice Act outlines the specific
qualifications and certification requirements for these roles to ensure
advanced nursing care is delivered safely and competently.



Scope of Practice for Nurses in Illinois
The Illinois Nurse Practice Act clearly delineates the scope of practice for
different categories of nurses, defining the tasks and responsibilities they
are legally permitted to perform.

Registered Nurses (RNs)
Registered Nurses in Illinois are authorized to perform comprehensive
assessments, develop nursing care plans, administer medications, provide
patient education, and collaborate with healthcare teams. RNs may also
delegate certain nursing functions to licensed practical nurses or unlicensed
assistive personnel under specified conditions.

Licensed Practical Nurses (LPNs)
LPNs provide basic nursing care and work under the supervision of RNs or
physicians. Their scope includes monitoring patient health, administering
medications, and assisting with daily living activities. The Illinois Nurse
Practice Act restricts LPNs from performing complex assessments or developing
care plans independently.

Advanced Practice Registered Nurses (APRNs)
APRNs have an expanded scope of practice that includes diagnosing illnesses,
prescribing medications, and managing patient treatment independently or in
collaboration with physicians. The act specifies the educational and
certification standards APRNs must meet to exercise these advanced functions.

Delegation and Supervision
The act also addresses the delegation of nursing tasks and supervision
requirements to ensure patient safety. It establishes guidelines for
authorized delegation and outlines the accountability of delegating nurses.

Continuing Education and Professional
Development
The Illinois Nurse Practice Act mandates continuing education (CE)
requirements to promote ongoing professional development and ensure nurses
remain current with evolving healthcare practices.



Continuing Education Requirements
Licensed nurses must complete a specified number of continuing education
hours within each renewal cycle. These CE courses must be approved by the
Illinois Board of Nursing or recognized accrediting bodies and cover relevant
nursing topics, including ethics, clinical practice, and patient safety.

Documentation and Compliance
Nurses are responsible for maintaining records of their completed continuing
education activities and must present this documentation upon request during
license renewal or audits. Failure to comply with CE requirements may result
in disciplinary action or denial of license renewal.

Professional Development Opportunities
Beyond mandatory CE, the Illinois Nurse Practice Act encourages nurses to
engage in additional professional development activities such as specialty
certifications, advanced degrees, and participation in professional
organizations to enhance their knowledge and skills.

Disciplinary Actions and Enforcement
The Illinois Nurse Practice Act includes provisions for investigating
complaints and enforcing disciplinary actions against nurses who violate the
law or professional standards.

Grounds for Disciplinary Action
Common grounds for disciplinary measures include:

Practicing nursing without a valid license.

Professional misconduct or negligence.

Substance abuse or impairment affecting practice.

Fraud or misrepresentation on licensure applications.

Violation of patient confidentiality or ethical standards.



Investigation Process
The Illinois Department of Financial and Professional Regulation investigates
complaints against nurses. Investigations may involve interviews, record
reviews, and hearings to establish facts and determine appropriate actions.

Potential Disciplinary Actions
Depending on the severity of the violation, disciplinary actions may include:

License suspension or revocation.

Probation with monitoring.

Fines or penalties.

Mandatory remedial education or treatment programs.

Recent Amendments and Updates
The Illinois Nurse Practice Act is periodically reviewed and updated to
reflect changes in healthcare delivery, nursing education, and regulatory
standards. Recent amendments have aimed to expand the scope of practice for
APRNs, enhance telehealth regulations, and strengthen patient safety
measures.

Expansion of APRN Authority
Recent legislative changes have granted APRNs greater autonomy in prescribing
medications and managing treatment plans without physician oversight,
aligning with national trends toward advanced nursing practice independence.

Telehealth and Remote Care
With the growing use of telehealth, the Illinois Nurse Practice Act has
incorporated provisions to regulate remote nursing care, ensuring that
telehealth practices meet the same standards of quality and accountability as
in-person care.

Focus on Patient Safety and Quality
New regulations emphasize the prevention of medical errors, infection
control, and the use of evidence-based practices, reinforcing the Illinois



Nurse Practice Act’s commitment to high-quality nursing care.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Illinois Nurse Practice Act?
The Illinois Nurse Practice Act is a set of laws and regulations that define
the scope of nursing practice, standards of care, and requirements for
licensure and professional conduct for nurses in Illinois.

Who enforces the Illinois Nurse Practice Act?
The Illinois Department of Financial and Professional Regulation (IDFPR) is
responsible for enforcing the Illinois Nurse Practice Act and overseeing
nurse licensure and disciplinary actions.

What are the licensure requirements under the
Illinois Nurse Practice Act?
To obtain a nursing license in Illinois, applicants must graduate from an
approved nursing program, pass the NCLEX exam, and meet any additional state-
specific requirements outlined in the Illinois Nurse Practice Act.

How does the Illinois Nurse Practice Act define the
scope of practice for registered nurses?
The Act outlines that registered nurses in Illinois are authorized to perform
assessments, develop nursing care plans, administer medications, and provide
patient education within their scope of training and licensure.

Are advanced practice registered nurses (APRNs)
regulated under the Illinois Nurse Practice Act?
Yes, APRNs such as nurse practitioners, clinical nurse specialists, nurse
anesthetists, and nurse midwives are regulated under the Act, which specifies
their scope of practice, prescriptive authority, and certification
requirements.

How often must nurses renew their license according
to the Illinois Nurse Practice Act?
Nurses in Illinois must renew their licenses every two years and complete
continuing education requirements as specified in the Illinois Nurse Practice
Act and regulations.



What disciplinary actions can be taken under the
Illinois Nurse Practice Act?
Disciplinary actions may include license suspension, revocation, probation,
fines, or other penalties for violations such as negligence, fraud, substance
abuse, or unprofessional conduct.

Does the Illinois Nurse Practice Act address
telehealth nursing practice?
Yes, the Act has been updated to incorporate guidelines for telehealth
nursing, ensuring nurses provide safe and effective care through virtual
platforms while adhering to state standards.

Can nurses delegate tasks under the Illinois Nurse
Practice Act?
The Act allows registered nurses to delegate certain tasks to qualified
unlicensed assistive personnel, provided the delegation is appropriate, the
delegatee is competent, and the nurse maintains accountability for patient
outcomes.

Additional Resources
1. Illinois Nurse Practice Act: A Comprehensive Guide
This book offers an in-depth analysis of the Illinois Nurse Practice Act,
covering the legal and regulatory framework that governs nursing practice in
the state. It provides clear explanations of licensure requirements, scope of
practice, and disciplinary procedures. Ideal for nurses, educators, and legal
professionals, it helps readers understand their rights and responsibilities
under Illinois law.

2. Nursing Law and Ethics in Illinois
Focusing on the intersection of nursing practice and law, this book explores
the ethical considerations and legal mandates nurses must navigate in
Illinois. It includes case studies related to the Illinois Nurse Practice
Act, emphasizing compliance and professional accountability. The text
supports nurses in making informed decisions while complying with state
regulations.

3. Illinois Nurse Practice Act Exam Review and Test Preparation
Designed for nursing students and practicing nurses, this review book
prepares readers for the Illinois Nurse Practice Act examination. It includes
practice questions, detailed answers, and explanations rooted in the current
legal statutes. This resource is essential for anyone seeking licensure or
renewal in Illinois nursing.

4. Scope of Practice and Regulatory Issues in Illinois Nursing



This title delves into the scope of practice as defined by the Illinois Nurse
Practice Act and related regulatory policies. It clarifies the boundaries of
nursing roles and responsibilities, helping practitioners avoid legal
pitfalls. The book also discusses recent amendments and their impact on
nursing duties in Illinois.

5. Legal Foundations of Nursing in Illinois
Offering a foundational understanding of nursing law, this book highlights
the significance of the Illinois Nurse Practice Act in shaping professional
standards. It guides readers through licensing laws, disciplinary actions,
and legal liabilities. Suitable for both students and practicing nurses, it
enhances comprehension of law-based nursing practice.

6. Illinois Nursing Board Rules and Regulations Explained
This resource breaks down the rules and regulations issued by the Illinois
Board of Nursing, closely tied to the Nurse Practice Act. It presents complex
legal language in an accessible manner, aiming to help nurses stay compliant
with ongoing regulatory changes. The book is a practical tool for maintaining
professional standards.

7. Professional Accountability Under the Illinois Nurse Practice Act
Focusing on accountability, this book examines how the Illinois Nurse
Practice Act enforces professional responsibility among nurses. It discusses
legal consequences of negligence, malpractice, and ethical breaches within
Illinois. The text serves as a guide for nurses committed to upholding high
standards of patient care and legal compliance.

8. Illinois Nurse Practice Act: Case Law and Interpretations
This book compiles significant case law and judicial interpretations related
to the Illinois Nurse Practice Act. It provides insights into how courts have
applied the Act in various legal disputes involving nurses. Readers gain a
practical understanding of the legal precedents that influence nursing
practice in Illinois.

9. Implementing the Illinois Nurse Practice Act in Clinical Settings
A practical manual for healthcare administrators and nursing leaders, this
book outlines strategies to ensure compliance with the Illinois Nurse
Practice Act in clinical environments. It covers policy development, staff
education, and risk management. The guide is essential for maintaining legal
and ethical standards in healthcare facilities across Illinois.
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  illinois nurse practice act: Nurse Practice Act , 2007 The Illinois Nurse Practice Act outlines
the criteria to apply for a nursing license and other legal information related to professional nursing
in the state of Illinois.
  illinois nurse practice act: Nursing Practice Acts and Board Rules American Nurses
Association, 1948
  illinois nurse practice act: Laws of Medicine Amirala S. Pasha, 2022-09-07 This book
provides an overview of the US laws that affect clinical practice for healthcare professionals with no
legal background. Divided into thirteen sections, each chapter starts with a summary of the
chapter’s content and relevant legal concepts in bullet points before discussing the topics in detail.
An application section is provided in many chapters to clarify essential issues by reflecting on
clinically relevant case law or clinical vignette(s). Filling a crucial gap in the literature, this
comprehensive guide gives healthcare professionals an understanding or a starting point to legal
aspects of healthcare.
  illinois nurse practice act: Nurse Practitioner's Business Practice and Legal Guide
Carolyn Buppert, 2023-11-15 Nurse Practitioner’s Business Practice and Legal Guide, Eighth Edition
is a must-have resource for every new or current nurse practitioner (NP). It explains and analyzes
the legal issues relevant to nurse practitioners.
  illinois nurse practice act: Legal Medicine - E-BOOK American College of Legal Medicine,
American Board of Legal Medicine, 2024-05-29 **Selected for 2025 Doody's Core Titles® with
Essential Purchase designation in Medicolegal Issues**Authored by the two primary organizations in
the field, Legal Medicine: Health Care Law and Medical Ethics, 8th Edition, remains the premier
treatise in this increasingly important area of medical practice. In the midst of a progressively
litigious culture, this essential reference provides up-to-date information on topics surrounding
professional medical liability, the business aspects of medical practice, and medicolegal and ethical
issues, offering comprehensive discussions on a myriad of topics that health care professionals face
every day. - Addresses the legal aspects of almost every medical topic that impacts health care
professionals, using actual case studies to illustrate nuances in the law - Offers the expert guidance
of top professionals across medical and legal fields in an easy-to-read format - Includes new chapters
on Legal Medicine History; Healthcare Technology; Patients with Infectious Diseases (HIV Infection
and COVID-19); General Pain Management; Opioids and Illicit Drugs: Misuse, Abuse and Addiction;
Cannabis (Marijuana); Drug (Treatment) Courts; and Public Health Law and Policy - Provides
authoritative information on current issues such as the high costs of medical liability insurance for
practitioners and organizations; changes in health care and the law, including HIPAA and patient
privacy; the overturning of Roe v. Wade; the opioid epidemic, and more - Features Key Points boxes
to open every chapter, Pearls boxes to call out important details, additional diagrams and tables
throughout, a glossary of medical terms, and updated references and suggested readings - Serves as
the syllabus for the Board Review Course of the American Board of Legal Medicine (ABLM) -
Enhanced eBook includes complimentary access to the 3rd edition of the ABLM Board Review Exam
& Study Guide, containing 2000 review questions and answers
  illinois nurse practice act: Nurse Practitioner's Business Practice and Legal Guide
Buppert, 2017-03-08 Nurse Practitioner’s Business Practice and Legal Guide, Sixth Edition is a
must-have resource for every new or current nurse practitioner (NP) that explains and analyzes the
legal issues relevant to nurse practitioners. Completely updated and revised, it includes a new
chapter on answering frequently asked questions from NPs. In addition, it provides the latest
state-by-state laws, including regulatory developments and prosecutions of nurse practitioners, and
new case analysis and lessons learned from those cases. The Sixth Edition also provides new
discussions of NP competencies, how the Doctor of Nursing Practice (DNP) degree relates to NPs,
the differences in primary care and acute care NPs, definitions of medical bio-ethics terminology,
additional malpractice cases and the lessons to learn from them, emerging issues in health policy,
guidelines around prescribing opioids and controlled drugs, clinical performance measures,



electronic health records, and new opportunities for NPs u
  illinois nurse practice act: Compensation and Working Conditions , 1995
  illinois nurse practice act: Public Health Service Publication , 1960
  illinois nurse practice act: Health Services Reports , 1952
  illinois nurse practice act: Dispensing of Controlled Substances (Chicago, Ill.) United
States. Congress. House. Select Committee on Narcotics Abuse and Control, 1979
  illinois nurse practice act: Leadership Skills for Licensed Practical Nurses Working with the
Aging Population Cheryl Kruschke, 2018-02-26 This textbook fills a gap in education for licensed
practical nurses (LPN), providing information specific to their own needs and concerns. Firstly, it
clarifies the leadership role of LPNs in the healthcare setting, and then identifies the knowledge,
skills and abilities related to leadership, management, communication, culture change and
person-directed care concepts. It also explains the efficacy of these concepts related to the LPN care
of patients in the work setting and reviews the Nurse Practice Act (NPA) enacted in every US state.
LPNs play an essential role in the patient care team and we have to ensure they receive advanced
education as practitioners in healthcare settings that reach vulnerable populations such the elderly.
They have been considered as the registered nurses’ right hand in acute care as well as many
home-health settings. They provide basic medical and nursing care, ensure the comfort of patients,
discuss health care with patients, and report the status of patients to registered nurses and doctors.
But the LPNs are often expected to take on a real leadership role based on the perception that as
licensed nurses they already have all the qualifications and education necessary for leadership roles.
However, there is a gap in the education they receive and a limited body of literature dedicated to
them. Written in honor of all LPNs, this educational textbook fills that gap. With learning objectives,
review questions and scenarios, it is a valuable resource for courses for undergraduate students
training to be LPNs.
  illinois nurse practice act: The Advanced Practice Registered Nurse as a Prescriber Marie
Annette Brown, Louise Kaplan, 2012-02-28 A new era of opportunity is emerging for advanced
practice registered nurses (APRNs) to increasingly address gaps in access to quality healthcare.
APRNs must be prepared to practice to the full scope of their education and abilities. As more and
more states pass legislation enhancing prescriptive authority and fully autonomous practice for
APRNs, a comprehensive resource on prescribing practices is needed. The increasing demands of
today's fast-paced healthcare environment require a new level of prescriber expertise. Knowledge
about medication characteristics and effectiveness must be accompanied by an understanding of the
context and process of prescribing. The Advanced Practice Registered Nurse as a Prescriber
provides practicing APRNs and students with the information necessary to make fully informed,
rational and ethical decisions as prescribers. This book opens with an overview of the role of the
APRN prescriber and moves on to discussing practical issues such as managing difficult patient
situations, special considerations when prescribing controlled substances, the influence of
pharmaceutical marketing, state regulation, and legal aspects of prescribing. The book also
examines barriers to prescribing, and the concluding chapter underscores key information to build
cultural competence when prescribing. An evidence-based resource for all APRNs and APRN
students, The Advanced Practice Registered Nurse as a Prescriber provides a comprehensive and
practical resource essential for APRNs in all advanced practice roles.
  illinois nurse practice act: Public Health Reports , 1952
  illinois nurse practice act: Faith Community Nursing P. Ann Solari-Twadell, Deborah Jean
Ziebarth, 2019-08-31 A multi-authored book, with editors and authors who are leaders in Faith
Community Nursing (FCN) that aims to address contemporary issues in faith-based, whole person,
community based health offering cost effective, accessible, patient centered care along the patient
continuum while challenging contemporary health policy to include more health promotion services.
Twenty-five chapters take the reader from a foundational understanding of this historic grass-roots
movement to the present day international specialty nursing practice. The book is structured into
five sections that describe both the historical advancement of the Faith Community Nursing, its



current implications and future challenges, taking into account the perspectives of the pastor,
congregation, nurse, health care system and public health national and international organizations.
The benefits of this book are that it is intended for a mixed audience including lay, academic,
medical professionals or health care executives. By changing the mindset of the reader to see the
nurse as more than providing illness care, the faith community as more than a place one goes to on
Sunday and health as more than physical, creative alternatives for promoting health emerge through
Faith Community Nursing.
  illinois nurse practice act: Peer Review in Nursing Barbara Haag-Heitman, Vicki George,
2010-10-25 Peer Review in Nursing: Principles for a Successful Practice is the first nursing
publication that approaches the definition and implementation strategies for peer review within an
organizational setting. Using a professional model, with shared governance as a framework, the
authors discuss the difference between manger initiated staff performance evaluation of the past
and the true peer review aspects of professional practice for the future. This text follows in line with
the Magnet program requiremet “that nurses at all levels use self appraisal performance review and
peer review, including annual goal settings, for the assurance of competence and professional
development” page 30 of the 2008 Magnet manual. This unique text teaches nurses the skills they
need to demonstrate organizational processes, structures, and outcomes that help insure
accountability, competence and autonomy.
  illinois nurse practice act: Kelly Vana's Nursing Leadership and Management Patricia Kelly
Vana, Janice Tazbir, 2021-03-29 Nursing Leadership & Management, Fourth Edition provides a
comprehensive look at the knowledge and skills required to lead and manage at every level of
nursing, emphasizing the crucial role nurses play in patient safety and the delivery of quality health
care. Presented in three units, readers are introduced to a conceptual framework that highlights
nursing leadership and management responsibilities for patient-centered care delivery to the
patient, to the community, to the agency, and to the self. This valuable new edition: Includes new
and up-to-date information from national and state health care and nursing organizations, as well as
new chapters on the historical context of nursing leadership and management and the organization
of patient care in high reliability health care organizations Explores each of the six Quality and
Safety in Nursing (QSEN) competencies: Patient-Centered Care, Teamwork and Collaboration,
Evidence-based Practice (EBP), Quality Improvement (QI), Safety, and Informatics Provides review
questions for all chapters to help students prepare for course exams and NCLEX state board exams
Features contributions from experts in the field, with perspectives from bedside nurses, faculty,
directors of nursing, nursing historians, physicians, lawyers, psychologists and more Nursing
Leadership & Management, Fourth Edition provides a strong foundation for evidence-based,
high-quality health care for undergraduate nursing students, working nurses, managers, educators,
and clinical specialists.
  illinois nurse practice act: Board of Contract Appeals Decisions United States. Armed
Services Board of Contract Appeals, 2007
  illinois nurse practice act: Health Policy and Advanced Practice Nursing Kelly A.
Goudreau, Mary Smolenski, 2013-12-11 Print+CourseSmart
  illinois nurse practice act: Law for Nurse Leaders, Second Edition Diana Ballard, Paula DiMeo
Grant, 2017-09-28 Praise for the First Edition: This book is so well written! I cannot say enough
positive things about the material I have read. ...This is excellent material and should be a 'stock'
book in the library of every nurse!--Helen Gordon, DNP, MS, CNM, Assistant Professor, Duke School
of Nursing One of the most hotly discussed and debated areas of society today, health care law
carries a host of legal and ethical complexities that nurses and providers must increasingly
recognize and factor into their best decision making. This convenient and comprehensive reference,
written by expert nurse attorneys, untangles the legal dilemmas often encountered in contemporary
nursing practice, such as nursing malpractice/negligence and liability, risk management, corporate
compliance, employment law, business law, and dispute resolution as they relate to health care law
and nursing practice. Written with the same no-nonsense, understandable language of the first



edition, this revision continues to break down the often complex legalese of health care law and now
includes two completely new chapters on the evolving roles of advanced practice nurses and
managing disasters and public health emergencies. Multiple case studies and legal analyses walk
the reader through the varied scenarios nurse leaders will confront with staff and patient-related
legal issues they will encounter on a regular basis. New to the Second Edition: Revised to reflect
multiple changes in health care law and updated information to the nursing/legal arena A new
chapter, Advanced Practice Nursing, covers increasing responsibilities in primary care, dynamics of
health care reform, and changing nursing roles A New chapter, Disasters and Public Health
Emergencies, discusses major laws governing these events and hospital emergency operations plans
Key Features: Serves as a comprehensive text for undergraduate and graduate programs Includes
Objectives, Conclusions and Trends, and Key Points in each chapter Presents real-life cases and
interactive features to reinforce learning Addresses business topics and corporate law, not typically
covered in similar texts Covers nursing malpractice, risk management, employment law, business
law, corporate compliance, and dispute resolution
  illinois nurse practice act: Interdisciplinary Connections to Special Education Jeffrey P.
Bakken, Festus E. Obiakor, 2015-11-27 Continuing the approach of Part A, Part B allows readers to
follow interdisciplinary connections within special education as it relates to the roles of audiologists,
surgeons, vision specialists and school nurses.
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