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illinois route 120 construction has been a significant focus for regional transportation authorities

aiming to improve traffic flow and safety along this vital corridor. This article explores the ongoing and

planned construction projects on Illinois Route 120, detailing the scope, timeline, and impact of these

developments. Illinois Route 120, a key east-west highway in northeastern Illinois, connects various

communities and serves as a critical artery for commuters and freight traffic alike. Understanding the

specifics of the construction initiatives offers insight into how infrastructure upgrades will enhance

travel efficiency and safety. Additionally, this article covers the challenges faced during construction,

funding sources, and community involvement in the planning process. Readers will gain a

comprehensive overview of Illinois Route 120 construction and its implications for residents,

businesses, and travelers. The following sections will guide through the essential aspects of these

construction projects.
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Overview of Illinois Route 120

Illinois Route 120 (IL 120) is an important east-west state highway that runs through Lake County in

northeastern Illinois. It connects various municipalities, including Volo, Grayslake, and Waukegan,

providing vital access to residential, commercial, and industrial areas. The route serves as a key

corridor for daily commuters, freight transport, and regional travel, linking with major highways such as

Interstate 94 and U.S. Route 41. Due to increased traffic volumes and aging infrastructure, several

sections of Illinois Route 120 have been identified for reconstruction and expansion to better

accommodate current and future transportation needs.

Route Description and Importance

Illinois Route 120 extends approximately 27 miles, primarily functioning as a multi-lane arterial road.

The highway facilitates east-west movement across Lake County, connecting suburban and urban

areas. Its strategic location supports economic activity by providing access to retail centers, industrial

parks, and residential neighborhoods. The route’s significance has prompted ongoing assessments to

improve roadway capacity, reduce congestion, and enhance safety for motorists, pedestrians, and

cyclists.

Current and Planned Construction Projects

Several major construction projects have been initiated or planned along Illinois Route 120 to address

traffic congestion, deteriorating pavement conditions, and outdated infrastructure. These projects

include roadway widening, intersection upgrades, bridge replacements, and the addition of pedestrian

and bicycle facilities. The Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT) and local agencies are

collaborating to implement these improvements efficiently and with minimal disruption.



Key Construction Initiatives

Widening of IL 120: Expanding certain segments from two lanes to four or more lanes to

increase traffic capacity.

Intersection Improvements: Upgrading key intersections with added turn lanes, signal

modernization, and improved signage.

Bridge Rehabilitation and Replacement: Addressing aging bridge structures to ensure safety and

longevity.

Multi-Modal Enhancements: Installing sidewalks, bike lanes, and pedestrian crossings to support

alternative transportation modes.

Drainage and Stormwater Management: Enhancing drainage systems to prevent flooding and

roadway damage.

Construction Timeline and Phases

The Illinois Route 120 construction projects are organized into multiple phases to manage resources

effectively and minimize traffic disruptions. Each phase targets specific segments or components of the

route, with schedules adjusted according to funding availability, weather conditions, and coordination

with other infrastructure projects.

Project Phasing Details

Typical phases include preliminary design and environmental studies, utility relocations, main

construction activities, and final inspections. The construction timeline spans several years, with some



projects already completed and others currently underway or scheduled to begin soon. Coordination

between contractors, government agencies, and the public is essential to ensure that projects progress

on time and within budget.

Funding and Budget Considerations

Funding for Illinois Route 120 construction comes from a combination of federal, state, and local

sources. Grants, transportation improvement programs, and budget allocations support the various

phases of these infrastructure improvements. The funding strategy aims to maximize the use of

available resources while ensuring fiscal responsibility.

Sources of Funding

Federal Transportation Grants: Funds from programs such as the Surface Transportation Block

Grant (STBG) and Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality (CMAQ) grants.

State Transportation Budgets: Allocations from the Illinois Department of Transportation’s capital

improvement program.

Local Government Contributions: Financial support from Lake County and municipalities along

the corridor.

Public-Private Partnerships: Collaboration with private entities for specific project components or

enhancements.



Impact on Traffic and Local Communities

Illinois Route 120 construction projects inevitably affect traffic patterns and local communities during

the construction period. Authorities implement traffic management plans to mitigate congestion,

maintain access, and ensure safety. Public communication and stakeholder engagement play vital

roles in addressing concerns and providing timely information.

Traffic Management Strategies

To reduce the impact on everyday travel, several strategies are employed during construction:

Temporary lane closures with detours clearly marked

Nighttime and off-peak work schedules to limit daytime congestion

Use of traffic signal adjustments to improve flow in construction zones

Coordination with local transit services to maintain public transportation access

Community Involvement and Feedback

Public meetings, surveys, and informational campaigns help gather community input and keep

residents informed about construction progress and timelines. This engagement ensures that the

projects align with local needs and minimize negative consequences such as noise, dust, and access

restrictions.



Safety Improvements and Design Features

A primary goal of Illinois Route 120 construction is to enhance safety for all users. The projects

incorporate modern design standards and innovative features to reduce accidents and improve overall

roadway functionality.

Design Elements for Safety

Wider lanes and shoulders to accommodate larger vehicles and emergency stops

Improved lighting and reflective signage for better visibility

Installation of median barriers to prevent head-on collisions

Enhanced pedestrian crossings and signals to protect non-motorized users

Updated traffic signals with adaptive timing to reduce rear-end collisions

Environmental and Regulatory Compliance

Construction on Illinois Route 120 is conducted in compliance with environmental regulations to protect

natural resources and ensure sustainable development. Environmental impact assessments are

integral to project planning and execution.

Environmental Considerations

Efforts include:



Minimizing disruption to wetlands and wildlife habitats

Implementing erosion and sediment control measures

Managing stormwater runoff to prevent pollution

Utilizing recycled materials when possible to reduce environmental footprint

Ensuring compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and state regulations

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the current status of Illinois Route 120 construction?

As of 2024, Illinois Route 120 construction is ongoing with several segments undergoing widening and

intersection improvements to enhance traffic flow.

What are the main goals of the Illinois Route 120 construction

project?

The main goals are to reduce congestion, improve safety, and accommodate future traffic growth by

expanding lanes, upgrading intersections, and improving pedestrian and cyclist access.

Which areas are most affected by the Illinois Route 120

construction?

The construction primarily affects areas in Lake County, including Grayslake, Volo, and Wauconda,

where road widening and intersection upgrades are taking place.



Are there any expected road closures or detours on Illinois Route 120

due to construction?

Yes, intermittent lane closures and temporary detours are in place during construction hours. Drivers

are advised to check local traffic updates before traveling.

How long is the Illinois Route 120 construction project expected to

last?

The entire project is expected to continue through late 2024, with some portions potentially extending

into early 2025 depending on weather and construction progress.

Will the Illinois Route 120 construction include improvements for

pedestrians and cyclists?

Yes, the project includes adding sidewalks, bike lanes, and improved crosswalks to enhance safety for

pedestrians and cyclists along the corridor.

How can local residents stay informed about Illinois Route 120

construction updates?

Residents can stay informed by visiting the Illinois Department of Transportation website, signing up

for local traffic alerts, or following project social media accounts.

What impact will Illinois Route 120 construction have on local

businesses?

While some businesses may experience temporary access challenges, the completed project aims to

improve traffic flow, potentially increasing customer accessibility and business visibility.



Are there any funding sources supporting the Illinois Route 120

construction?

Yes, the project is funded through a combination of state transportation funds, federal grants, and local

contributions to support infrastructure improvements.

Additional Resources

1. Building the Backbone: The History of Illinois Route 120 Construction

This book provides a comprehensive history of the construction and development of Illinois Route 120.

It covers the planning stages, engineering challenges, and the impact on local communities. Readers

will gain insight into how this vital roadway evolved over the decades and its significance in regional

transportation.

2. Engineering Marvels: The Construction Techniques Behind Illinois Route 120

Delving into the technical aspects, this book explores the innovative construction methods used in

building Illinois Route 120. It highlights the engineering solutions to difficult terrain, materials

technology, and project management strategies. The book is a valuable resource for civil engineers

and construction professionals.

3. Route 120 Expansion: Navigating Growth and Infrastructure

Focusing on the expansion projects of Illinois Route 120, this title examines how the roadway adapted

to increasing traffic demands. It discusses planning decisions, environmental considerations, and

community involvement during expansion phases. The narrative offers lessons on balancing growth

with sustainability.

4. Bridging Communities: The Social Impact of Illinois Route 120 Construction

This book investigates the social and economic effects of constructing Illinois Route 120 on

surrounding towns and neighborhoods. It includes personal stories from residents, changes in local

businesses, and shifts in demographics. The work sheds light on the human side of infrastructure



development.

5. Funding the Future: Financing Illinois Route 120 Construction Projects

An in-depth look at the financial strategies behind Illinois Route 120 construction, this book covers

government funding, public-private partnerships, and budgeting challenges. It provides a behind-the-

scenes view of how large-scale transportation projects are financed and managed economically.

6. Green Roads: Environmental Challenges in Illinois Route 120 Construction

This title explores the environmental impact and mitigation efforts associated with building Illinois

Route 120. Topics include wildlife preservation, water management, and pollution control during

construction phases. The book highlights the importance of sustainable practices in modern

infrastructure projects.

7. Traffic Flow and Safety: Designing Illinois Route 120 for Tomorrow

Focusing on traffic engineering, this book discusses the design considerations to optimize flow and

enhance safety on Illinois Route 120. It covers innovations in signage, road layout, and accident

prevention measures. The book is essential for transportation planners and safety advocates.

8. Voices from the Field: Stories of Workers on Illinois Route 120 Construction

Highlighting the experiences of construction workers, engineers, and project managers, this book offers

a behind-the-scenes look at the human effort involved in building Illinois Route 120. It captures the

challenges, camaraderie, and dedication of those on the front lines of this massive project.

9. Future Directions: The Next Phase of Illinois Route 120 Development

Looking ahead, this book discusses proposed projects and future improvements planned for Illinois

Route 120. It examines emerging technologies, anticipated traffic patterns, and policy initiatives aimed

at enhancing the highway’s functionality. The book provides a roadmap for the continued evolution of

this key transportation corridor.
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