
illinois state political culture is _____.
illinois state political culture is _____. Understanding Illinois's political culture requires examining
its unique blend of traditional values, urban influences, and evolving political dynamics. Illinois, often
seen as a microcosm of the United States, exhibits a complex political identity shaped by its diverse
population and economic landscape. The state's political culture reflects a mixture of conservative
rural areas and progressive urban centers, leading to a rich tapestry of political attitudes and
behaviors. This article explores the key elements that define Illinois's political culture, including
historical influences, demographic factors, ideological trends, and the role of political institutions. By
analyzing these components, a clearer picture emerges of how Illinois navigates governance, policy
preferences, and electoral politics. The discussion will also highlight the implications of this political
culture for state governance and civic engagement. Below is an outline of the main topics covered in
this comprehensive analysis.

Historical Foundations of Illinois Political Culture

Demographic and Regional Influences

Ideological Characteristics and Political Attitudes

Political Institutions and Governance

Impact on Elections and Policy Making

Historical Foundations of Illinois Political Culture
The political culture of Illinois is deeply rooted in its historical development, which has shaped the
state's values, norms, and political behaviors over time. From its early days as a frontier state to its
rise as an industrial and transportation hub, Illinois has experienced significant political shifts that
continue to influence its contemporary culture. Key historical events such as the state's role in the
Civil War, the growth of Chicago as a major metropolis, and periods of political reform have all
contributed to the current political landscape.

Early Political Development
Illinois's political culture began forming during the early 19th century, influenced by settlers from both
the North and South. This mix introduced a blend of political ideologies, including elements of
individualism and communal responsibility. The state’s admission to the Union in 1818 set the stage
for a political identity that balanced frontier pragmatism with emerging national political trends.

Industrialization and Urbanization
The rise of Chicago as a major industrial center in the late 19th and early 20th centuries profoundly



impacted Illinois's political culture. Urbanization brought diverse populations and new political
challenges, including labor rights, immigration, and corruption control. These developments fostered
a political environment characterized by machine politics, reform movements, and a growing
emphasis on social services.

Demographic and Regional Influences
Illinois's political culture is significantly shaped by its demographic diversity and regional distinctions.
The state is often divided into three political regions: Chicago and its suburbs, downstate urban
centers, and rural areas. Each region exhibits different political attitudes and priorities, reflecting
variations in economic structure, cultural identity, and social issues.

Urban vs. Rural Divide
The urban areas, particularly Chicago, are known for their progressive political tendencies, higher
population density, and ethnically diverse communities. In contrast, rural regions tend to be more
conservative, emphasizing traditional values and limited government intervention. This urban-rural
divide influences voting patterns, policy preferences, and party affiliations across Illinois.

Ethnic and Socioeconomic Composition
Illinois hosts a wide array of ethnic groups, including large African American, Hispanic, and immigrant
populations, especially concentrated in metropolitan areas. Socioeconomic factors such as income
disparity and educational attainment also play critical roles in shaping political attitudes. These
demographic characteristics contribute to a complex political culture where issues of social justice,
economic opportunity, and representation are prominent.

Ideological Characteristics and Political Attitudes
The ideological landscape of Illinois's political culture is diverse, reflecting the state's heterogeneous
population and regional differences. Political attitudes range from conservative and libertarian
perspectives in rural areas to liberal and progressive viewpoints in urban centers. This ideological mix
has produced a dynamic political environment marked by competition and compromise.

Conservative Traditions
In many parts of Illinois, particularly in rural and downstate areas, conservative values predominate.
These include support for limited government, fiscal responsibility, traditional social values, and a
focus on individual rights. Such attitudes influence state policies on taxation, education, and social
programs.



Progressive and Liberal Influences
Conversely, Illinois's urban centers, especially Chicago, have a strong tradition of progressive politics.
This includes advocacy for social equity, environmental protection, labor rights, and expanded
government services. Progressive political culture in these areas often supports Democratic
candidates and policies aimed at addressing systemic inequalities.

Support for labor unions and workers' rights

Emphasis on diversity and inclusion

Focus on social welfare programs and healthcare access

Promotion of environmental sustainability initiatives

Political Institutions and Governance
The structure and functioning of Illinois's political institutions are integral to understanding its state
political culture. Institutions such as the state legislature, executive offices, and local governments
operate within a framework influenced by historical practices and contemporary political realities. The
interplay between these institutions reflects broader cultural attitudes toward power, accountability,
and governance.

State Legislature and Political Dynamics
Illinois has a bicameral legislature consisting of the House of Representatives and the Senate. Political
culture influences legislative priorities, party control, and policymaking processes. Historically, the
legislature has been characterized by strong party leadership and occasional instances of political
patronage, reflecting the state's complex political culture.

Executive Leadership and Corruption Concerns
The governor’s office and other executive positions play crucial roles in shaping policy in Illinois.
However, the state has faced challenges related to political corruption, which have affected public
trust and perceptions of the political system. Efforts to increase transparency and reform government
practices are ongoing and reflect the evolving political culture.

Impact on Elections and Policy Making
The political culture of Illinois directly affects electoral behavior and policy outcomes. Voting patterns
reveal the state's ideological divisions and regional variations, while policy decisions demonstrate the
balancing act between competing political interests. Understanding this impact is essential for
analyzing Illinois’s role in national politics and its internal governance.



Voting Trends and Party Competition
Illinois is considered a predominantly Democratic state in national elections, largely due to the
influence of Chicago and its suburbs. However, Republican strength persists in many rural and
downstate areas, creating competitive political environments at local and state levels. This
competition contributes to a dynamic electoral landscape shaped by Illinois’s political culture.

Policy Priorities Reflecting Political Culture
Policy decisions in Illinois often reflect the state's mixed political culture, addressing issues such as
economic development, education funding, healthcare, and infrastructure. The need to reconcile
diverse political demands leads to policy compromises and innovative governance approaches.

Economic Policies: Balancing growth with fiscal responsibility1.

Education: Addressing disparities between urban and rural schools2.

Healthcare: Expanding access while managing costs3.

Infrastructure: Supporting urban transit and rural connectivity4.

Frequently Asked Questions

Illinois state political culture is characterized by what
dominant traits?
Illinois state political culture is characterized by a mix of traditionalism and pragmatism, reflecting
both conservative rural areas and more liberal urban centers like Chicago.

Illinois state political culture is influenced by which major
city?
Illinois state political culture is heavily influenced by Chicago, which tends to drive more progressive
and Democratic political trends in the state.

Illinois state political culture is often described as a blend of
which political ideologies?
Illinois state political culture is often described as a blend of conservatism in rural areas and liberalism
in urban areas, creating a diverse political landscape.



Illinois state political culture is shaped by what historical
economic factors?
Illinois state political culture is shaped by its history as an industrial and agricultural hub, influencing
labor politics and economic policy preferences.

Illinois state political culture is known for what type of
political engagement?
Illinois state political culture is known for high levels of political engagement, particularly in urban
areas where voter turnout tends to be higher.

Illinois state political culture is affected by what demographic
trends?
Illinois state political culture is affected by demographic trends such as urbanization, immigration, and
population shifts from rural to metropolitan areas.

Illinois state political culture is often described as _____ in
terms of party dominance.
Illinois state political culture is often described as Democratic-leaning overall, especially due to the
influence of Chicago, though Republicans maintain strength in many downstate regions.

Illinois state political culture is challenged by what political
issues?
Illinois state political culture is challenged by issues such as political corruption, budget deficits, and
debates over taxation and public services.

Additional Resources
1. Illinois Politics in a Cultural Context
This book explores the unique political culture of Illinois, examining how historical, social, and
economic factors have shaped its political landscape. It delves into the state's urban-rural divide, the
influence of Chicago politics, and the evolving political attitudes of its residents. The author provides a
comprehensive analysis of Illinois's political identity through various cultural lenses.

2. The Political Culture of Illinois: Tradition and Change
Focusing on the interplay between tradition and modernization, this book investigates the persistence
of political customs and the forces driving change in Illinois. It highlights the role of ethnic
communities, political machines, and grassroots movements in shaping the state's political culture.
The text offers insights into how Illinois balances its Midwestern heritage with contemporary political
challenges.

3. Power and Politics in the Prairie State



This volume examines the distribution and exercise of political power across Illinois, emphasizing the
cultural factors that influence governance. It covers topics such as patronage, corruption, and reform
efforts within the state's political institutions. Readers gain an understanding of how cultural norms
and values impact political behavior and policy-making in Illinois.

4. Chicago and the Illinois Political Machine
Centering on Chicago's dominant role in Illinois politics, this book analyzes the city's political machine
and its cultural implications. It traces the historical development of political patronage and the social
dynamics that sustain it. The author also discusses the machine's effects on statewide political culture
and voter engagement.

5. Illinois Political Culture: The Intersection of Urban and Rural Values
This book explores the cultural divide between urban centers like Chicago and the rural areas of
Illinois. It investigates how differing values, economic interests, and social identities influence political
attitudes and behaviors. The study provides a nuanced understanding of the state's political culture
through the lens of geographic and cultural diversity.

6. Ethnicity and Political Culture in Illinois
Focusing on the impact of ethnic groups, this work explores how immigrant communities and their
descendants have shaped Illinois's political culture. It covers the political mobilization of various
ethnicities and their role in elections and policy debates. The book highlights the cultural pluralism
that characterizes Illinois politics.

7. The Evolution of Political Culture in Illinois
This historical analysis traces the changes in Illinois's political culture from its founding to the present
day. It examines key events, demographic shifts, and cultural trends that have influenced political
norms and practices. The author offers a detailed narrative of the state's political development within
a cultural framework.

8. Illinois Politics: Corruption, Reform, and Cultural Resistance
This book addresses the persistent issues of corruption in Illinois politics and the cultural factors that
both enable and resist reform. It explores the deep-rooted political culture that has tolerated
unethical practices and the efforts to challenge this status quo. The text provides a critical
perspective on the cultural dimensions of political change in Illinois.

9. The Role of Political Culture in Illinois Governance
Investigating how political culture shapes governance in Illinois, this book discusses the attitudes,
beliefs, and practices that influence policymaking and political leadership. It highlights the
relationship between public expectations and government performance. The author uses case studies
to illustrate the practical effects of political culture on the state's administration.
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  illinois state political culture is: Illinois Politics Melissa Mouritsen, Kent D. Redfield, James
D. Nowlan, 2024-08-06 Shifting demographics. Downstate versus Chicago. Billionaires and bribery.
Even veteran observers need a roadmap to track Illinois’ ever-changing political landscape. Melissa
Mouritsen, Kent D. Redfield, and James D. Nowlan provide an up-to-date primer on Prairie State
politics, government, and policies. Features include: Discussions of recent events like the 2015-2017
budget disaster, the response to COVID-19, and the fall of longtime House Speaker Michael
Madigan; New chapters on corruption, social policies, and the political rules of the game;
Perspectives on the nuts-and-bolts of campaign funding, the ways political actors acquire power or
influence, and many other topics; Close examinations of complex issues like the state’s increased
polarization and its ongoing fiscal recovery. Fully revised and expanded, Illinois Politics blends
detailed information with expert analysis to offer an essential resource for citizens, students, and
public servants alike.
  illinois state political culture is: American Political Culture Michael Shally-Jensen, Mark J.
Rozell, Ted G. Jelen, 2015-04-28 This all-encompassing encyclopedia provides a broad perspective on
U.S. politics, culture, and society, but also goes beyond the facts to consider the myths, ideals, and
values that help shape and define the nation. Demonstrating that political culture is equally rooted
in public events, internal debates, and historical experiences, this unique, three-volume
encyclopedia examines an exceptionally broad range of factors shaping modern American politics,
including popular belief, political action, and the institutions of power and authority. Readers will
see how political culture is shaped by the attitudes, opinions, and behaviors of Americans, and how it
affects those things in return. The set also addresses the issue of American exceptionalism and
examines the nation's place in the world, both historically and in the 21st century. Essays cover
pressing matters like congressional gridlock, energy policy, abortion politics, campaign finance,
Supreme Court rulings, immigration, crime and punishment, and globalization. Social and cultural
issues such as religion, war, inequality, and privacy rights are discussed as well. Perhaps most
intriguingly, the encyclopedia surveys the fierce ongoing debate between different political camps
over the nation's historical development, its present identity, and its future course. By exploring
both fact and mythology, the work will enable students to form a broad yet nuanced understanding
of the full range of forces and issues affecting—and affected by—the political process.
  illinois state political culture is: Illinois Politics & Government Samuel Kimball Gove,
1996-01-01 Since the end of World War II, the primary political regions of Illinois, Chicago and
downstate, have lost population, wealth, and political power to a third region, the suburban collar,
which has relentlessly expanded outward from Chicago. At the same time, legislative service has
changed from a largely part-time citizen activity into a professional, career-oriented pursuit.
Parochial perspectives of elected officials have intensified as reflected in candidates' promises to
deliver their districts' fair share of government spending. The state legislature has become an arena
in which each region battles for its own fair share, rather than an instrument for comprehensively
addressing the state's problems. The authors foresee the emergence of political coalitions linking
downstate and Chicago-historically at odds-in efforts to protect their shares and contend with the
suburban collar. Illinois's political leaders face the challenge of looking beyond district interests to
the broader concerns of work-force quality and statewide economic prosperity. Samuel K. Gove is
Director Emeritus at the Institute of Government and Public Affairs, and Professor Emeritus of
Political Science at the University of Illinois. He is coeditor with Louis H. Masotti of After Daley:
Chicago Politics in Transition. James D. Nowlan is an adjunct professor of public policy at Knox
College and a Senior Fellow with the University of Illinois Institute of Government and Public
Affairs. He is the author of A New Game Plan for Illinois.
  illinois state political culture is: The Saints and the State James Simeone, 2021-05-05 A
compelling history of the 1846 Mormon expulsion from Illinois that exemplifies the limits of
American democracy and religious tolerance. When members of the Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints (known as Mormons) settled in Illinois in 1839, they had been persecuted for their



beliefs from Ohio to Missouri. Illinoisans viewed themselves as religiously tolerant egalitarians and
initially welcomed the Mormons to their state. However, non-Mormon locals who valued competitive
individualism perceived the saints‘ western Illinois settlement, Nauvoo, as a theocracy with too
much political power. Amid escalating tensions in 1844, anti-Mormon vigilantes assassinated church
founder Joseph Smith and his brother Hyrum. Two years later, the state expelled the saints. Illinois
rejected the Mormons not for their religion, but rather for their effort to create a self-governing
state in Nauvoo. Mormons put the essential aspirations of American liberal democracy to the test in
Illinois. The saints’ inward group focus and their decision to live together in Nauvoo highlight the
challenges strong group consciousness and attachment pose to democratic governance. The Saints
and the State narrates this tragic story as an epic failure of governance and shows how the
conflicting demands of fairness to the Mormons and accountability to Illinois’s majority became
incompatible.
  illinois state political culture is: The Oxford Handbook of Midwestern History Jon Lauck,
2025 The Midwest region holds a pivotal place in the tapestry of American history. The Oxford
Handbook of Midwestern History delves into this rich heritage with chapters on topics ranging from
the early Native American and French Midwest to the impact of the Northwest Ordinance and the
Great Lakes, the emergence of Midwest regional consciousness after the Civil War, and the role of
the Midwest's natural resources in the region's economic success and later decline. It presents the
newest research on race, ethnicity, culture, politics, and economic development. It also considers
the role of religion, organized labor, the presence of a diverse population of Germans, Irish, Dutch,
and Latinos, and the influence of sports, nostalgia, populism, and isolationism. This handbook moves
beyond the examination of traditional topics in Midwestern history to provide significant attention to
matters such as architecture, literary realism, visual culture, and constitutionalism. This treatment
of Midwestern history marks a major turn towards the history of the American interior. In many
ways, The Oxford Handbook of Midwestern History marks the coming of age of what scholars and
commentators are calling the New Midwestern History.
  illinois state political culture is: Stephen A. Douglas Reg Ankrom, 2015-04-07 When newly
elected Illinois State Representative Abraham Lincoln first saw 5'4 Stephen A. Douglas, he sized him
up as the least man I ever saw. With the introduction of Douglas's first bill in 1834, Lincoln soon
thought differently. The General Assembly not only passed the bill, it appointed the 21-year-old
Douglas State's Attorney of Illinois' largest judicial district, replacing John J. Hardin, one of Lincoln's
most powerful political allies. It was the first of many Douglas-Lincoln contests in the decade ahead.
Struggles over banking, internal improvements, party organizations, the seat of government and
slavery--even romantic rivalry--put them on opposing sides long before the 1860 presidential
election. These battles were Douglas's political apprenticeship and he would use what he learned to
obstruct Lincoln--his friend and nemesis--while becoming the most powerful Democrat in the nation.
  illinois state political culture is: Reinventing Political Culture Jeffrey C. Goldfarb, 2012
People can and do change the fundamental cultural contours of their political situation. Their
political culture does not only restrict imagination and action - it is also a resource for political
creativity and invention. In this text, this resource is uncovered and explored.
  illinois state political culture is: The Metropolitan Frontier and American Politics Daniel
Elazar, 2020-03-10 American civilization has been shaped by four decisive forces: the frontier,
migration, sectionalism and federalism. The frontier has offered abundance to those who
would/could take advantage of its opportunities, stimulated technological innovation, and been the
source of continuous change in social structure and economic organization; migration has been
responsible for relocating cultures from the Old world to the New: various sections of geographic
territories have adjusted to the overall American culture without losing their individual
distinctiveness; and federalism has shaped the United States' political and social organization., The
Metropolitan Frontier and American Politics was begun in the late 1950s under the auspices of the
University of Illinois Institute of Government and Public Affairs as a study of the eight lesser
metropolitan areas in Illinois. What started out as a design for community maps of each area, with



the intent to outline their particular political systems, led to a major study of metropolitan cities of
the prairie-the heartland area between the Great Lakes and the Continental Divide-with an
examination of the processes that have shaped American politics. The distinctive features of the
geographic areas that Elazar discovered can best be understood as reflections of the differences in
cultural backgrounds of their respective settlers. Proper understanding of these communities
therefore requires an examination of their place in the federal system, the impact of frontier and
section upon them, and a study of the cultures that inform them as civil communities. The volume is
consequently divided into three parts: Cities, Frontiers, and Sections, Streams of Migration and
Political Culture, and Cities, States, and Nation, each of which explores Elazar's concerns in
discovering the interrelationship between the cities of the frontier and American politics., A prequel
to The Closing of the Metropolitan Frontier, The Metropolitan Frontier and American Politics will be
of great interest to students of politics, American history and ethnography.
  illinois state political culture is: The Oxford Handbook of Religion and American Politics
Corwin E. Smidt, Lyman A. Kellstedt, James L. Guth, 2017 Over the past three decades, the study of
religion and politics has gone from being ignored by the scholarly 7ommunity to being a major focus
of research. Yet, because this important research is not easily accessible to nonspecialists, much of
the analysis of religion's role in the political arena that we read in the media is greatly
oversimplified. This Handbook seeks to bridge that gap by examining the considerable research that
has been conducted to this point and assessing what has been learned, what remains unsettled due
to conflicting research findings, and what important questions remain largely unaddressed by
current research endeavors. The Handbook is unique to the field of religion and American politics
and should be of wide interest to scholars, students, journalists, and others interested in the
American political scene.
  illinois state political culture is: The Early Republic and Antebellum America: An
Encyclopedia of Social, Political, Cultural, and Economic History Christopher G. Bates, 2015-04-08
First Published in 2015. This text holds four volumes of essays and entries on the early Republic and
Antebellum era in America spanning the end of the American Revolution in 1781 to the outbreak of
Civil War in 1861. The Americans forged a new government in theory and then in practice, with the
beginnings of industrialisation and the effects of urbanisation, widespread poverty, labour strife,
debates around slavery and sectional discord. By the end of the nineteenth century American had a
powerhouse economy, new technologies and the emergence of major social reform movements,
creation of uniquely American art and literature and the conquest of the West. This encyclopaedia
offers a historic reference.
  illinois state political culture is: Resources in Education , 1987-10
  illinois state political culture is: The SAGE Handbook of Globalization Manfred Steger, Paul
Battersby, Joseph Siracusa, 2014-05-22 Global studies is a fresh and dynamic discipline area that
promises to reinvigorate undergraduate and postgraduate education in the social sciences and
humanities. In the Australian context, the interdisciplinary pedagogy that defines global studies is
gaining wider acceptance as a coherent and necessary approach to the study of global change.
Through the Global Studies Consortium (GSC), this new discipline is forming around an impressive
body of international scholars who define their expertise in global terms. The GSC paves the way for
the expansion of global studies programs internationally and for the development of teaching and
research collaboration on a global scale. Mark Juergensmeyer and Helmut Anheier’s forthcoming
Encyclopaedia of Global Studies with SAGE is evidence of this growing international collaboration,
while the work of Professor Manfred Steger exemplifies the flourishing academic literature on
globalization. RMIT University’s Global Cities Institute represents a substantial institutional
investment in interdisciplinary research into the social and environmental implications of
globalization in which it leads the way internationally. Given these developments, the time is right
for a book series that draws together diverse scholarship in global studies. This Handbook allows for
extended treatment of critical issues that are of major interest to researchers and students in this
emerging field. The topics covered speak to an interdisciplinary approach to the study of global



issues that reaches well beyond the confines of international relations and political science to
encompass sociology, anthropology, history, media and cultural studies, economics and governance,
environmental sustainability, international law and criminal justice. Specially commissioned
chapters explore diverse subjects from a global vantage point and all deliberately cohere around
core global concerns of narrative, praxis, space and place. This integrated approach sets the
Handbook apart from its competitors and distinguishes Global Studies as the most equipped
academic discipline with which to address the scope and pace of global change in the 21st century.
  illinois state political culture is: Interest Group Politics in the Midwestern States Ronald J.
Hrebenar, Clive S. Thomas, 1993
  illinois state political culture is: American Democracy National Museum of American History,
2017-05-23 American Democracy: A Great Leap of Faith is the companion volume to an exhibition at
the Smithsonian National Museum of American History that celebrates the bold and radical
experiment to test a wholly new form of government. Democracy is still a work in progress, but it is
at the core of our nation's political, economic, and social life. This lavishly illustrated book explores
democracy from the Revolution to the present using objects from the museum's collection, such as
the portable writing box that Thomas Jefferson used while composing the Declaration of
Independence, the inkstand with which Abraham Lincoln drafted the Emancipation Proclamation,
Susan B. Anthony's iconic red shawl, and many more. Not only famous voices are presented: like
democracy itself, the book and the exhibition preserve the voice of the people by showcasing
campaign materials, protest signs, and a host of other items from everyday life that reflect the
promises and challenges of American democracy throughout the nation's history.
  illinois state political culture is: Lincoln and His World Richard Lawrence Miller,
2014-01-10 Based on deep consultation of seldom-examined primary sources, this third volume in
Richard Lawrence Miller's massive Lincoln biography follows Lincoln's long effort to win a seat in
Congress, his activity there, and his return to Illinois--chastened by his Washington experience.
Topics include: Lincoln's anti-slavery efforts in Congress; the popularity of his stance against the
Mexican War (which, contrary to common belief, didn't significantly harm his political reputation);
his support of Zachary Taylor's presidential campaign and his subsequent efforts to win a patronage
job from the Taylor White House; his political activities after returning to Illinois; and his generally
happy home life with Mary and his sons. Throughout the work, a new portrait emerges of Lincoln as
a canny politician, making his own luck by striking swiftly and strongly when opportunities arose.
  illinois state political culture is: Law and the Shaping of the American Labor Movement
William E. Forbath, 1991-05-01 In a richly detailed survey of labor law and labor history, Forbath
challenges the notion of American “individualism.” He shows that, over time, struggles with the
courts and the legal order were crucial in reshaping labor’s outlook, driving the labor movement to
temper its radical goals.
  illinois state political culture is: Democracy Disrupted Benjamin R. Warner, Dianne G.
Bystrom, Mitchell S. McKinney, Mary C. Banwart, 2022-09-13 Leading scholars analyze three
disruptions in the 2020 presidential campaign and election: disruptions to the status quo caused by
the renewed quest for racial justice and greater diversity of candidates, pandemic disruptions to
traditional campaigning, and disruptions to democratic norms. Democracy Disrupted documents the
most significant features of the 2020 U.S. presidential election through research conducted by
leading scholars in political communication. Chapters consider the coinciding of three historical
events in 2020: a 100-year pandemic co-occurring with the presidential campaign, the reinvigorated
call for social and racial justice in response to the killing of George Floyd and other Black men and
women, and the authoritarian lurch that emerged in reaction to Donald Trump's norm-challenging
rhetoric. The Democratic Party's campaign stood out because of the historically diverse field of
presidential candidates and the election of the first female vice president. Chapter authors adopt
diverse scientific methodologies and field-leading theories of political communication to understand
the way these events forced candidates, campaigns, and voters to adapt to these extraordinary
circumstances. Experiments, surveys, case studies, and textual analysis illuminate essential features



of this once-in-a-generation campaign. The four editors of this timely volume have been central to
describing and contextualizing each recent presidential contest.
  illinois state political culture is: Lincoln, Douglas, and Slavery David Zarefsky, 1993-06
Previously published in hbk.: Chicago: Univ. of Chicago Press, 1990.
  illinois state political culture is: The American Midwest Andrew R. L. Cayton, Richard
Sisson, Chris Zacher, 2006-11-08 This first-ever encyclopedia of the Midwest seeks to embrace this
large and diverse area, to give it voice, and help define its distinctive character. Organized by topic,
it encourages readers to reflect upon the region as a whole. Each section moves from the general to
the specific, covering broad themes in longer introductory essays, filling in the details in the shorter
entries that follow. There are portraits of each of the region's twelve states, followed by entries on
society and culture, community and social life, economy and technology, and public life. The book
offers a wealth of information about the region's surprising ethnic diversity -- a vast array of foods,
languages, styles, religions, and customs -- plus well-informed essays on the region's history, culture
and values, and conflicts. A site of ideas and innovations, reforms and revivals, and social and
physical extremes, the Midwest emerges as a place of great complexity, signal importance, and
continual fascination.
  illinois state political culture is: Public Debate in the Civil War Era David Zarefsky,
2023-08-01 Public debate and discussion was overshadowed by the slavery controversy during the
period of the U.S. Civil War. Slavery was attacked, defended, amplified, and mitigated. This
happened in the halls of Congress, the courts, the political debate, the public platform, and the
lecture hall. This volume examines the issues, speakers, and venues for this controversy between
1850 and 1877. It combines exploration of the broad contours of controversy with careful analysis of
specific speakers and texts.
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