
illinois physical therapy license
requirements
illinois physical therapy license requirements are essential for individuals
seeking to practice physical therapy legally within the state. This article
offers a comprehensive overview of the mandatory qualifications, application
procedures, and regulatory standards set forth by the Illinois Department of
Financial and Professional Regulation (IDFPR). Understanding these
requirements is crucial for both new graduates and licensed physical
therapists transferring their credentials to Illinois. The discussion
includes educational prerequisites, examination details, background checks,
and continuing education obligations. Additionally, the article provides
guidance on license renewal and the process for maintaining compliance with
state regulations. For professionals aiming to establish or continue their
physical therapy practice in Illinois, a thorough grasp of these criteria is
indispensable. The following sections will detail each aspect systematically,
ensuring clarity and accuracy.

Educational and Degree Requirements

Examination Requirements

Application Process and Documentation

Background Checks and Legal Considerations

License Renewal and Continuing Education

Educational and Degree Requirements
One of the primary components of the illinois physical therapy license
requirements is meeting the educational standards mandated by the state.
Prospective licensees must possess a degree from a physical therapy program
accredited by the Commission on Accreditation in Physical Therapy Education
(CAPTE). This accreditation ensures that the curriculum and clinical
experience meet nationally recognized standards. Illinois requires candidates
to have earned either a Doctor of Physical Therapy (DPT) degree or an
equivalent graduate degree in physical therapy from an accredited
institution.

Accredited Programs and Degree Equivalency
The Illinois regulatory body strictly enforces the accreditation criterion to



maintain high professional standards. Graduates from foreign institutions
must have their credentials evaluated by a recognized credentialing agency to
verify equivalency to CAPTE standards. This step is vital before proceeding
with the licensing application. Additionally, coursework and clinical hours
must align with Illinois requirements to qualify for licensure.

Clinical Experience and Supervised Practice
Clinical training is a fundamental part of physical therapy education.
Illinois mandates completion of specific clinical hours under supervised
practice, integrated within the accredited degree program. This practical
experience equips candidates with hands-on skills essential for safe and
effective patient care. The clinical components must be documented and
verified as part of the licensing application.

Examination Requirements
Passing the appropriate examinations is a critical step in fulfilling the
illinois physical therapy license requirements. The state requires candidates
to successfully complete the National Physical Therapy Examination (NPTE),
administered by the Federation of State Boards of Physical Therapy (FSBPT).
The NPTE assesses the candidate’s knowledge and competence to practice
physical therapy safely and effectively.

National Physical Therapy Examination (NPTE)
The NPTE is a comprehensive exam covering various domains of physical therapy
practice, including patient management, therapeutic interventions, and
professional responsibilities. Illinois mandates a passing score determined
by the FSBPT. Candidates should prepare thoroughly and may take the exam only
after meeting educational prerequisites.

Jurisprudence Examination
In addition to the NPTE, Illinois requires applicants to pass a jurisprudence
examination or complete an online module covering state laws, rules, and
regulations governing physical therapy practice. This requirement ensures
that licensees understand the legal and ethical framework within which they
must operate. The jurisprudence component is designed to protect public
health and maintain professional standards.

Application Process and Documentation
Meeting educational and examination requirements is followed by submitting a



detailed application to the Illinois Department of Financial and Professional
Regulation. The application process is structured to verify eligibility and
ensure compliance with all licensing criteria.

Required Documentation
Applicants must provide several key documents, including:

Proof of graduation from an accredited physical therapy program

Official NPTE score report

Verification of clinical experience and supervised practice

Completed application form with all required personal and professional
information

Proof of passing the jurisprudence examination or completion of the
state’s online module

All documents must be submitted in the format specified by the IDFPR.
Incomplete or inaccurate submissions may delay the licensure process.

Application Fees and Processing Time
Applicants are required to pay a non-refundable application fee at the time
of submission. The fee amount is subject to change but generally covers the
administrative costs of processing and verification. Processing time can vary
but typically ranges from several weeks to a few months, depending on the
completeness of the application and verification procedures.

Background Checks and Legal Considerations
As part of the illinois physical therapy license requirements, all applicants
must undergo a criminal background check. This measure is intended to protect
patients and ensure that licensed professionals maintain ethical standards.
The background check includes fingerprinting and a review of any criminal
history records.

Fingerprinting and Criminal History Review
The IDFPR requires fingerprint submission through an approved vendor or law
enforcement agency. The background check covers both state and federal
databases. Any criminal convictions or disciplinary actions may affect
eligibility for licensure. Applicants are advised to disclose any relevant



information truthfully to avoid delays or denials.

Disciplinary Actions and Denial of License
Illinois maintains strict policies regarding professional conduct. Past
disciplinary actions, criminal offenses related to healthcare, or fraudulent
activities can lead to license denial or revocation. The state reserves the
right to refuse licensure to applicants who do not meet the character and
fitness requirements. Understanding these legal considerations is crucial
when applying.

License Renewal and Continuing Education
Obtaining a physical therapy license in Illinois is not a one-time event;
maintaining licensure requires ongoing compliance with renewal and continuing
education requirements. The state mandates periodic license renewal to ensure
that practitioners remain current with evolving standards and best practices.

Renewal Period and Requirements
Illinois physical therapy licenses must be renewed every two years. Renewal
applications must be submitted before the expiration date to avoid penalties
or license lapse. The process includes verification of completed continuing
education credits and payment of renewal fees.

Continuing Education Obligations
Licensees are required to complete a specified number of continuing education
units (CEUs) within each renewal cycle. These educational activities must be
relevant to physical therapy practice and approved by the IDFPR or recognized
professional organizations. Continuing education topics often include
clinical skills, ethics, patient safety, and emerging treatments.

Completion of at least 30 hours of approved continuing education every
two years

Documentation and retention of certificates for audit purposes

Mandatory courses on ethics and Illinois laws related to physical
therapy

Failure to comply with continuing education requirements can result in
suspension or revocation of the license. Therefore, diligent record-keeping
and timely renewal are critical for ongoing licensure.



Frequently Asked Questions

What are the basic eligibility requirements to apply
for a physical therapy license in Illinois?
To apply for a physical therapy license in Illinois, candidates must have
graduated from a CAPTE-accredited physical therapy program, passed the
National Physical Therapy Examination (NPTE), and completed an application
with the Illinois Department of Financial and Professional Regulation
(IDFPR).

Is passing the NPTE required for obtaining a
physical therapy license in Illinois?
Yes, passing the National Physical Therapy Examination (NPTE) is mandatory
for all applicants seeking licensure as a physical therapist in Illinois.

Does Illinois require a jurisprudence exam for
physical therapy licensure?
Yes, Illinois requires applicants to pass the Illinois Jurisprudence
Examination, which tests knowledge of state laws and regulations related to
physical therapy practice.

Are there any continuing education requirements to
maintain a physical therapy license in Illinois?
Yes, licensed physical therapists in Illinois must complete 30 hours of
continuing education every two years to renew their license, including at
least one hour in ethics or professional conduct.

Can internationally educated physical therapists get
licensed in Illinois?
Internationally educated physical therapists must have their credentials
evaluated by a credentialing agency approved by the IDFPR and demonstrate
equivalency to U.S. education standards before applying for licensure in
Illinois.

What is the application process for a physical
therapy license in Illinois?
The application process includes submitting an online application through the
IDFPR website, providing official transcripts, proof of NPTE passage,
completing the jurisprudence exam, and paying the required fees.



How long does it take to get a physical therapy
license in Illinois after applying?
The processing time varies but typically takes 4 to 6 weeks after the
application is complete and all requirements are met, including exam results
and background checks.

Additional Resources
1. Illinois Physical Therapy Licensing Guide: Requirements and Procedures
This comprehensive guide covers all the essential steps for obtaining a
physical therapy license in Illinois. It includes detailed explanations of
educational prerequisites, exam requirements, and application processes. The
book also offers tips on preparing for the National Physical Therapy Exam
(NPTE) and maintaining licensure through continuing education.

2. Mastering the Illinois Physical Therapy Exam: A Candidate’s Handbook
Designed for aspiring physical therapists in Illinois, this handbook focuses
on exam preparation strategies. It breaks down the NPTE content and provides
practice questions tailored to Illinois-specific regulations. Readers will
find valuable advice on time management and test-taking techniques to boost
their confidence.

3. Licensing Essentials for Illinois Physical Therapists
This book outlines the legal and professional obligations of physical
therapists licensed in Illinois. It explains state laws, ethical guidelines,
and renewal requirements to help practitioners stay compliant. Additionally,
it offers a clear overview of the Illinois Department of Financial and
Professional Regulation’s role in licensing.

4. Path to Practice: Navigating Illinois Physical Therapy Licensing
A step-by-step resource for new graduates seeking licensure in Illinois, this
book simplifies the licensing journey. It includes checklists, sample forms,
and timelines to ensure applicants meet all deadlines. The author also
addresses common challenges and provides solutions to overcome licensing
hurdles.

5. Continuing Education and License Renewal for Illinois Physical Therapists
Focusing on the post-licensure phase, this book details the continuing
education requirements mandated by Illinois law. It reviews acceptable
courses, reporting procedures, and renewal cycles. Practitioners will find
guidance on maintaining their credentials and advancing their professional
development.

6. Legal Framework and Compliance for Illinois Physical Therapy Licenses
This title delves into the regulatory environment governing physical therapy
practice in Illinois. It covers licensure laws, disciplinary actions, and
scope of practice issues. The book is an essential resource for therapists
who want to understand their rights and responsibilities under Illinois



statutes.

7. Educational Pathways for Illinois Physical Therapy Licensure
Targeted at students and educators, this book explains the academic
requirements for licensure in Illinois. It discusses accredited programs,
coursework, clinical experiences, and credential verification. Readers will
gain insight into how education aligns with state licensure criteria.

8. Illinois Physical Therapy Licensure FAQ and Resource Manual
This manual compiles frequently asked questions about licensure in Illinois,
providing clear and concise answers. It also lists important contacts,
websites, and additional resources for applicants and licensed therapists.
The format makes it easy to find quick information on common licensing
concerns.

9. Ethics and Professionalism in Illinois Physical Therapy Licensing
This book explores the ethical standards expected of licensed physical
therapists in Illinois. It examines case studies, professional conduct codes,
and the impact of ethics on the licensing process. The content helps
practitioners uphold integrity and professionalism throughout their careers.
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