
i fought the law chords clash

i fought the law chords clash represent an iconic and widely recognized guitar progression that has captivated
musicians and fans alike. This article delves into the detailed breakdown of the chords used in "I Fought the
Law" by The Clash, exploring their structure, variations, and how they contribute to the song's energetic
punk rock vibe. Understanding these chords is essential for guitarists aiming to master this classic track, as it
combines simplicity with rhythmic drive. Additionally, the article discusses tips for playing the chords
effectively, alternative chord voicings, and how the Clash's interpretation differs from other versions. The
comprehensive guide serves both beginners and experienced players seeking to expand their repertoire and improve
their technique with this timeless song. Below is a structured overview of the content covered in this article.

Understanding the Song Structure

Basic Chords Used in "I Fought the Law"

Chord Progression and Rhythm Patterns

Techniques for Playing the Chords

Variations and Alternative Chords

The Clash's Unique Style and Interpretation

Common Mistakes and How to Avoid Them

Understanding the Song Structure

The song "I Fought the Law" by The Clash follows a straightforward yet dynamic structure that highlights
its punk rock roots. The arrangement typically consists of an intro, verses, choruses, and a bridge, each
section relying heavily on a set of recurring chords. These chords create a sense of urgency and rebellion
characteristic of the song's theme. Recognizing the structure is crucial for players to anticipate chord
changes and maintain the song's momentum. The Clash's version is notably faster and more aggressive compared
to earlier renditions, which influences the chord execution and overall feel.

Intro and Verse Structure

The intro and verse sections establish the foundational chord progression that drives the song forward. The
rhythm guitar plays steady downstrokes, emphasizing the raw energy of the track. Chord changes are
relatively quick, requiring precise timing to retain the song's punchy character. The chord voicings are simple,
making them accessible for players of various skill levels while still delivering a powerful sound.

Chorus and Bridge Elements

The chorus maintains the intensity with a slight variation in chord progression, creating a memorable hook that
complements the lyrical content. The bridge section offers a brief departure from the main pattern, adding
dynamic contrast before returning to the familiar chords. Understanding these segments helps in mastering the
song’s flow and emotional impact.



Basic Chords Used in "I Fought the Law"

The core of "I Fought the Law" chords clash lies in a limited but effective selection of basic chords. These
chords form the backbone of the song and are essential for replicating the authentic sound. The primary chords
include power chords and open chords, which contribute to the song's gritty and energetic vibe.

Power Chords

Power chords are central to the punk rock style of The Clash and dominate the guitar parts in "I Fought the
Law." These two-note chords produce a strong, punchy sound that cuts through the mix. The typical power
chords used in the song are:

G5 (third fret, sixth string)

C5 (third fret, fifth string)

D5 (fifth fret, fifth string)

E5 (open sixth string)

These chords enable rapid transitions and maintain the song’s aggressive tone.

Open Chords

In addition to power chords, open chords add fullness and harmonic variety. The Clash incorporates basic open
chords such as G major, C major, and D major, which complement the power chords and enrich the song’s texture.
These chords are played with a straightforward strumming pattern that emphasizes rhythm and groove.

Chord Progression and Rhythm Patterns

The chord progression in "I Fought the Law" is designed to be both catchy and driving, aligning perfectly with
the song's rebellious theme. The rhythm patterns are fast-paced and consistent, demanding good timing and
coordination from the player.

Typical Progression

The standard chord progression follows a pattern that cycles mainly through G, C, and D chords, reflecting
classic rock and roll influences. The progression can be summarized as:

G – C – D – G1.

G – C – D – G2.

C – D – G – D3.

This pattern repeats throughout verses and choruses, creating a hypnotic and driving effect.



Strumming and Rhythm Tips

To capture the Clash’s signature sound, the strumming must be energetic and precise. The recommended rhythm
involves steady downstrokes with occasional upstrokes to accentuate the beat. Palm muting can be used
sparingly to add texture and control dynamics. Maintaining a consistent tempo is vital to preserving the
song's momentum.

Techniques for Playing the Chords

Mastering "I Fought the Law" chords clash requires attention to specific playing techniques that define the
song’s character. These techniques enhance the aggressive and punchy quality of the chords, ensuring they
resonate with the intended punk rock style.

Downstroke Emphasis

The Clash’s guitar work relies heavily on aggressive downstrokes, which create a percussive effect and drive
the rhythm forward. Practicing consistent downstroke strumming helps replicate the song’s raw energy. This
approach also aids in maintaining rhythm stability during fast chord changes.

Muting and Dynamics

Effective muting techniques, such as palm muting and left-hand dampening, prevent chords from ringing
excessively, contributing to a cleaner sound. Adjusting dynamics by varying strum intensity adds expressiveness
and prevents monotony in repetitive chord progressions.

Variations and Alternative Chords

While the original Clash version employs straightforward chords, players can explore variations and
alternative voicings to add personal flair or adapt the song to different playing styles. These alternatives
enrich the sonic palette and cater to varying skill levels.

Barre Chord Options

For players comfortable with barre chords, substituting open chords with barre chord shapes can provide a
heavier, more controlled sound. For example, using an F major barre chord instead of open C adds tonal depth
and suits electric guitar setups with distortion.

Adding Suspended and Seventh Chords

Incorporating suspended (sus2, sus4) or seventh chords can add harmonic interest without straying far from
the original progression. These chords introduce subtle tension and release, enhancing the song’s emotional
impact.

The Clash's Unique Style and Interpretation

The Clash’s rendition of "I Fought the Law" stands out due to its distinctive punk rock interpretation, which
influences the chord execution and overall arrangement. Their energetic performance style and guitar tone



contribute significantly to the song's lasting appeal.

Tempo and Energy

The Clash accelerates the tempo compared to original versions, injecting urgency and rebellious spirit. This
faster pace requires precise chord changes and stamina, making the song an excellent exercise for developing
guitar speed and endurance.

Guitar Tone and Effects

The guitar tone in this version is characterized by a crunchy, overdriven sound achieved through distortion
pedals or amplifier settings. This tone enhances the power chords and complements the song’s aggressive vibe.
Minimal use of effects keeps the sound raw and authentic.

Common Mistakes and How to Avoid Them

Learning "I Fought the Law" chords clash can pose challenges, especially with the song’s brisk tempo and
rhythmic demands. Identifying common mistakes helps players improve accuracy and confidence.

Timing Issues

One frequent mistake is inconsistent timing during chord changes, which disrupts the song's flow. To avoid this,
practicing with a metronome and slowing down chord transitions before gradually increasing speed is
recommended.

Poor Muting Technique

Allowing chords to ring unintentionally can muddy the sound. Employing proper muting techniques, such as
palm muting and lifting fingers slightly off the strings, ensures clarity and tightness in the rhythm.

Overcomplicating Chords

Players sometimes attempt to add unnecessary embellishments or complex chords, detracting from the song’s
straightforward punk rock essence. Sticking to the basic chord shapes and focusing on rhythm accuracy
preserves the authenticity of the piece.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the basic chords for 'I Fought the Law' by The Clash?

The basic chords for 'I Fought the Law' by The Clash are G, C, and D. These are played in a straightforward
punk rock rhythm.

How do you play the intro chords of 'I Fought the Law' on guitar?

The intro of 'I Fought the Law' uses a simple progression of G, C, and D chords played with a steady



downstroke strumming pattern to capture the song's energetic vibe.

Are there any capo positions recommended for playing 'I Fought the Law' by
The Clash?

No capo is needed to play 'I Fought the Law' by The Clash, as the song is typically played in the open position
using G, C, and D chords.

What strumming pattern suits 'I Fought the Law' by The Clash chords?

A fast, consistent downstroke strumming pattern works best to emulate the punk rock feel of 'I Fought the
Law' by The Clash.

Can beginners easily learn 'I Fought the Law' chords by The Clash?

Yes, 'I Fought the Law' is great for beginners since it uses only three basic chords (G, C, D) and a simple
strumming pattern.

Where can I find accurate chord charts for 'I Fought the Law' by The
Clash?

Accurate chord charts for 'I Fought the Law' by The Clash can be found on popular guitar websites like
Ultimate Guitar, Songsterr, and official band tablature books.

Additional Resources
1. Mastering "I Fought the Law": Chord Progressions and Techniques
This book dives deep into the chord structures and progressions used in "I Fought the Law" by The Clash. It
breaks down the song into manageable sections, making it easier for guitarists of all levels to learn.
Additionally, it covers strumming patterns and rhythm techniques to capture the authentic Clash sound.

2. The Clash Guitar Handbook: Chords and Riffs Explained
Focusing on The Clash’s iconic guitar work, this handbook provides detailed chord charts and riffs, including
those from "I Fought the Law." It offers insights into the punk rock style that defined the band and helps
players replicate their raw energy. The book also includes tips on tone settings and gear recommendations.

3. Punk Rock Guitar Essentials: Learning Songs Like "I Fought the Law"
Designed for aspiring punk rock guitarists, this guide uses "I Fought the Law" to teach essential chords and
rhythm styles. It emphasizes the simplicity and power of punk music, encouraging players to focus on timing and
attitude. The book also features practice exercises derived from The Clash’s catalog.

4. Rhythm and Chord Theory Behind The Clash’s Classics
This book explores the theory behind the memorable chord changes in songs like "I Fought the Law." Readers will
gain an understanding of how The Clash combined straightforward progressions with rhythmic complexity. It's
perfect for musicians wanting to deepen their theoretical knowledge while learning practical applications.

5. Playing Punk: From Power Chords to "I Fought the Law"
A comprehensive guide that teaches the fundamentals of punk guitar playing using classic songs such as "I
Fought the Law." It covers power chord techniques, muting, and fast chord changes typical of The Clash’s
style. The book also discusses the cultural impact of punk music and how it influences guitar playing.

6. The Clash Songbook: Chords, Tabs, and History
This songbook compiles all of The Clash’s major hits with detailed chords and tablature, including "I Fought
the Law." Each song is accompanied by background information and anecdotes about its creation. It’s an
excellent resource for fans and musicians looking to explore The Clash’s musical legacy.



7. Electric Punk: Techniques for Playing Songs Like "I Fought the Law"
Focusing on electric guitar techniques, this book teaches how to play punk staples with the right tone and
aggression. It uses "I Fought the Law" as a case study to demonstrate chord voicings, palm muting, and
rhythmic accents. The instructional approach helps players develop a gritty and energetic playing style.

8. From Garage to Stage: Performing "I Fought the Law" and Other Punk Anthems
This practical guide prepares guitarists to perform "I Fought the Law" live, covering everything from chord
transitions to stage presence. It also discusses band dynamics and how to lock in with drummers and bassists
for a tight punk performance. The book is ideal for musicians aiming to bring punk classics to life on stage.

9. Chord Progressions in Punk Rock: Analyzing "I Fought the Law"
This analytical book breaks down the chord progressions found in "I Fought the Law" and other punk rock
songs. It explains why certain progressions work so well in the genre and how to create similar sounds.
Musicians will find valuable insights to inspire their own songwriting and playing techniques.
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  i fought the law chords clash: The Ukulele Handbook Gavin Pretor-Pinney, Tom Hodgkinson,
2013-11-19 From 1897 to today, this fascinating history of the ukulele, from its birth in Hawaii to its
global popularity, also discusses the anatomy of this strange little instrument and includes a
songbook with instructions on how to play it. Original.
  i fought the law chords clash: The Hard Way on Purpose David Giffels, 2014-03-18
Explores the meaning of identity and place, hamburgers, hard work, and basketball in this collection
of ... essays reflecting on the many aspects of Midwestern culture and life from an insider's
perspective --
  i fought the law chords clash: How to Write Songs on Guitar Rikky Rooksby, 2020-12-03
You want to write songs, and you want to write them on guitar. This updated twentieth-anniversary
third edition of the bestselling songwriting handbook shows you how. Learn the techniques and
tricks used in two thousand great songs by everyone from the Beatles, Bob Dylan, and David Bowie
to Kings of Leon, U2, Amy Winehouse, and Ed Sheeran. Explore and understand the four main
elements of a song—melody, harmony, rhythm, and lyrics—and learn how to use them in exciting
new ways. Master song structure, intros, bridges, chord sequences, and key changes. Make the most
of your guitar, with innovative chords, scales, modes, tunings, and recording techniques. Use the
skills and insights of the great songwriters to create better, more memorable songs. The book gives
many examples of classic chord sequences that can be used straight off the page. It explains the
basic architecture of most songs. It contains an effective two-part chord dictionary for guitar,
providing a set of basic shapes. A second section provides some chords for altered tunings. There
are some examples of finger-picking patterns and strumming rhythms. There are chapters on lyric
writing, rhythm, melody, and making a demo recording. There are inspirational quotes from famous
songwriters, and a gallery of thirty notable albums from which much can be learned. It is everything
you need to get started.
  i fought the law chords clash: The Total Rock Bassist Dan Bennett, 2008-05 Pick up this
comprehensive book and experience a unique and exciting journey through the diverse world of rock
bass playing. From the blues-soaked sound of early rock 'n' roll to the hyperkinetic thrash of modern
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metal, this book has something for every kind of bassist out there---no matter what your style and
preference is. This book breaks down the styles of iconic players and includes authentic-sounding
examples. Learn the technique, theory, and song forms needed to be a great bassist, and take the
stage in your own rock band. A CD demonstrating the examples in the book is included. Features:
Examples in a wide variety of styles including classic rock, metal, punk, blues, reggae, ska, and funk
* Basic chord progressions used in thousands of songs * Essential techniques including fingerstyle,
pick, slap & pop, tapping, and double-stops * Important rock rhythms and odd time signatures * Lots
of scales, triads, arpeggios, and modes, including exotic scales for a modern sound.
  i fought the law chords clash: Rock, Paper, Slippers Tony Shelley, 2017-03-14 Rock, Paper,
Slippers is a nostalgic look back at growing-up in the 60s, 70s and beyond, and laughs in the faces of
our preposterous younger selves. It's an unapologetic memoir that runs from childhood memories to
mid-life crisis and safely out the other side, whilst tapping into all of our pasts along the way. It's a
book for anyone who has ever sniggered at references to Mrs Slocombe's pussy, dreamed of scoring
the winning goal in a cup final, written their initials on a record label or stood in front of their
bedroom mirror, strapped on a cricket bat guitar and sung 'Gonna Make You A Star' into a hairbrush
at their pouty reflection. At the forefront of all this growing-up business is an obsession with pop
music: buying it, loving it, falling out with it, making up with it again and eventually having the
audacity to play it with real instruments in front of real people. Written with humour and a
smattering of touching frankness, Rock, Paper, Slippers may be one man's journey to his middle
years, but it forces you to recognise and celebrate your own glorious odyssey too. Recognise your
age, turn another page, it's a middle-age rampage, yeah!
  i fought the law chords clash: SPIN , 2010-11 From the concert stage to the dressing room,
from the recording studio to the digital realm, SPIN surveys the modern musical landscape and the
culture around it with authoritative reporting, provocative interviews, and a discerning critical ear.
With dynamic photography, bold graphic design, and informed irreverence, the pages of SPIN
pulsate with the energy of today's most innovative sounds. Whether covering what's new or what's
next, SPIN is your monthly VIP pass to all that rocks.
  i fought the law chords clash: All Music Guide to Rock Vladimir Bogdanov, Chris Woodstra,
Stephen Thomas Erlewine, 2002-04 This fun-to-read, easy-to-use reference has been completely
updated, expanded, and revised with reviews of over 12,000 great albums by over 2,000 artists and
groups in all rock genres. 50 charts.
  i fought the law chords clash: 33 1/3 Revolutions Per Minute Mike Segretto, 2022-07-15
Whether you're a lifelong collector or have only just gotten hip to the vinyl revival, navigating the
vast landscape of rock albums can be a daunting prospect. Enter Mike Segretto and his mammoth 33
1/3 Revolutions Per Minute, a history of the rock LP era told through a very personal selection of
nearly 700 albums. Beginning with the birth of rock and roll in the 1950s, Segretto moves through
the explosive innovations of the 1960s, the classic rock and punk albums of the 1970s, the new wave
classics of the 1980s, and the alternative revolution of the 1990s, always with an eye to both the
iconic and the ephemeral, the failed experiments and the brilliant trailblazers. It's all here:
everything from the classics (Sgt. Pepper's Lonely Hearts Club Band, Purple Rain, Nevermind, and
countless other usual suspects) to such oddities as albums by Johnny Guitar Watson, P. P. Arnold,
The Dentists, and Holly Golightly. Throughout, Segretto reveals the perpetual evolution of a modern
art form, tracing the rock album's journey from a vehicle for singles and filler sold to kids, through
its maturation into a legitimate, self-contained medium of expression by 1967, and onward to its
dominance in the '70s, '80s, and '90s. Whether you read it from cover to cover, seek out specific
albums, or just dip in at random and let the needle fall where it may, 33 1/3 Revolutions Per Minute
is a fun, informative, and unapologetically opinionated read.
  i fought the law chords clash: SPIN , 1988-03 From the concert stage to the dressing room,
from the recording studio to the digital realm, SPIN surveys the modern musical landscape and the
culture around it with authoritative reporting, provocative interviews, and a discerning critical ear.
With dynamic photography, bold graphic design, and informed irreverence, the pages of SPIN



pulsate with the energy of today's most innovative sounds. Whether covering what's new or what's
next, SPIN is your monthly VIP pass to all that rocks.
  i fought the law chords clash: The Vinyl Frontier Jonathan Scott, 2019-03-21 'Bursts with
gloriously geeky detail.' The Telegraph Have you ever made someone you love a mix-tape? Forty
years ago, a group of scientists, artists and writers gathered in a house in Ithaca, New York to work
on the most important compilation ever conceived. It wasn't from one person to another, it was from
Earth to the Cosmos. In 1977 NASA sent Voyager 1 and 2 on a Grand Tour of the outer planets.
During the design phase of the Voyager mission, it was realised that this pair of plucky probes would
eventually leave our solar system to drift forever in the unimaginable void of interstellar space. With
this gloomy-sounding outcome in mind, NASA decided to do something optimistic. They
commissioned astronomer Carl Sagan to create a message to be fixed to the side of Voyager 1 and 2
– a plaque, a calling card, a handshake to any passing alien that might one day chance upon them.
The result was the Voyager Golden Record, a genre-hopping multi-media metal LP. A 90-minute
playlist of music from across the globe, a sound essay of life on Earth, spoken greetings in multiple
languages and more than 100 photographs and diagrams, all painstakingly chosen by Sagan and his
team to create an aliens' guide to Earthlings. The record included music by J.S. Bach and Chuck
Berry, a message of peace from US president Jimmy Carter, facts, figures and dimensions, all
encased in a golden box. The Vinyl Frontier tells the story of NASA's interstellar mix-tape, from first
phone call to final launch, when Voyager 1 and 2 left our planet bearing their hopeful message from
the Summer of '77 to a distant future.
  i fought the law chords clash: Punk Diary George Gimarc, 2005-07 The Ultimate
Trainspotter's Guide to Underground Rock, 1970-1982
  i fought the law chords clash: All Over the Map Michael Corcoran, 2017-05-15 A lavishly
illustrated collection of forty-two profiles of Texas music pioneers, most underrated or overlooked,
All Over the Map: True Heroes of Texas Music covers the musical landscape of a most musical state.
The first edition was published in 2005 to wide acclaim. This second edition includes updated
information, a bonus section of six behind-the-scenes heroes, and fifteen new portraits of Lefty
Frizzell, Janis Joplin, and others, spanning such diverse styles as blues, country, hip-hop, conjunto,
gospel, rock, and jazz. D.J. Stout and Pentagram designed the reborn edition, with photographer
Scott Newton providing portraits. Michael Corcoran has been writing about Texas music for more
than thirty years, for the Dallas Morning News and Austin American Statesman, as well as in such
publications as Texas Monthly and Spin. These pieces are based on his personal interviews with
their subjects as well as in-depth research. Expertly written with flair, the book is a musical waltz
across Texas.
  i fought the law chords clash: Americanaland John Milward, 2021-08-03 A musical genre
forever outside the lines With a claim on artists from Jimmie Rodgers to Jason Isbell, Americana can
be hard to define, but you know it when you hear it. John Milward’s Americanaland is filled with the
enduring performers and vivid stories that are at the heart of Americana. At base a hybrid of rock
and country, Americana is also infused with folk, blues, R&B, bluegrass, and other types of roots
music. Performers like Bob Dylan, Johnny Cash, Ray Charles, and Gram Parsons used these
ingredients to create influential music that took well-established genres down exciting new roads.
The name Americana was coined in the 1990s to describe similarly inclined artists like Emmylou
Harris, Steve Earle, and Wilco. Today, Brandi Carlile and I’m With Her are among the musicians
carrying the genre into the twenty-first century. Essential and engaging, Americanaland chronicles
the evolution and resonance of this ever-changing amalgam of American music. Margie Greve’s
hand-embroidered color portraits offer a portfolio of the pioneers and contemporary practitioners of
Americana.
  i fought the law chords clash: SPIN , 2010-11 From the concert stage to the dressing room,
from the recording studio to the digital realm, SPIN surveys the modern musical landscape and the
culture around it with authoritative reporting, provocative interviews, and a discerning critical ear.
With dynamic photography, bold graphic design, and informed irreverence, the pages of SPIN



pulsate with the energy of today's most innovative sounds. Whether covering what's new or what's
next, SPIN is your monthly VIP pass to all that rocks.
  i fought the law chords clash: Boy About Town Tony Fletcher, 2013-07-04 'I was no longer
fitting in at school. I was unsure of my friends, and they were increasingly unsure of me. I wanted to
be a rock star. But while all around, voices were starting to break, acne beginning to appear, facial
hair sprouting, I remained all flabby flesh and innate scruff, with a high-pitched whine and not a
muscle to my name. I was the runt of the class and rarely allowed to forget it. I had no father at
home to help me out, and could hardly talk to my mum. So I took solace in The Jam.' As a boy, Tony
Fletcher frequently felt out of place. Yet somehow he secured a ringside seat for one of the most
creative periods in British cultural history. Boy About Town tells the story of the bestselling author’s
formative years in the pre- and post-punk music scenes of London, counting down, from fifty to
number one: attendance at seminal gigs and encounters with musical heroes; schoolboy projects
that became national success stories; the style culture of punks, mods and skinheads and the tribal
violence that enveloped them; life as a latchkey kid in a single-parent household; weekends on the
football terraces in a quest for street credibility; and the teenage boy’s unending obsession with
losing his virginity. Boy About Town is an evocative, bittersweet, amusing and wholly original
account of growing up and coming of age in the glory days of the 1970s.
  i fought the law chords clash: Down Beat , 1980 The contemporary music magazine.
  i fought the law chords clash: The Rolling Stone Album Guide Anthony DeCurtis, James
Henke, Holly George-Warren, 1992 A completely revised edition of the bestselling guide to popular
recordings--featuring 2,500 entries and more than 12,500 album reviews. The definitive guide for
the `90s.
  i fought the law chords clash: From Arenas to the Underground, 1974-1980 Chris Smith,
2005
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Fought or Faught – Which is Correct? - IELTS Lounge   In conclusion, the correct spelling is
“fought,” and “faught” is not a recognized word in the English language. Understanding and
correctly using irregular verbs like “fight” is crucial
fought - Dictionary of English to take part or contend in or as if in battle or in single combat: [~
+ object] The armies fought each other. [no object] They fought in World War II. [~ + with + object]
The army fought with the
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