
i fought the law guitar tab

i fought the law guitar tab is an essential resource for guitarists looking to master one
of the most iconic rock and roll songs of all time. Originally written by Sonny Curtis of The
Crickets, "I Fought the Law" gained widespread popularity through The Bobby Fuller Four
and later The Clash, becoming a staple in rock music history. This article offers an in-
depth look at the i fought the law guitar tab, breaking down the chords, riffs, and
techniques that make this song a favorite among guitar players. Whether a beginner or an
experienced guitarist, understanding the nuances of the guitar tab will enhance the ability
to perform the song authentically. Additionally, tips for playing the song correctly and
variations of the tab will be discussed. The following sections provide a comprehensive
guide to learning and mastering the i fought the law guitar tab.

Understanding the Basics of I Fought the Law Guitar Tab

Chord Progressions and Riffs

Techniques for Playing I Fought the Law

Common Variations and Covers

Practice Tips and Resources

Understanding the Basics of I Fought the Law
Guitar Tab
Grasping the fundamentals of the i fought the law guitar tab is crucial for any guitarist
aiming to play the song accurately. The guitar tab notation provides a visual
representation of the strings and frets, showing exactly where to place fingers to
reproduce the song’s signature sound. This song features a blend of power chords and
single-note riffs that are characteristic of classic rock and punk styles. The i fought the law
guitar tab is often presented in standard tuning, which makes it accessible for most
guitarists. Familiarity with basic chord shapes and fretboard navigation will facilitate
learning the tab efficiently.

Notation and Tuning
The i fought the law guitar tab is typically written in standard EADGBE tuning. This tuning
is the most common and allows for straightforward finger positioning. The tab notation
uses numbers placed on six horizontal lines representing the guitar strings. A number
indicates the fret to be pressed on the corresponding string, making it easier to play the
melody and chords accurately. Understanding this notation system is the first step toward
mastering the song.



Song Structure Overview
The song structure for "I Fought the Law" is relatively simple, following a verse-chorus
pattern that repeats throughout. The i fought the law guitar tab highlights the main riff
played in the intro and verses, with chord progressions forming the backbone of the
chorus. Learning the structure helps in anticipating chord changes and riff sequences,
improving the overall performance quality.

Chord Progressions and Riffs
The core of the i fought the law guitar tab lies in its recognizable chord progressions and
riffs. The song prominently features power chords, which contribute to its driving rhythm
and energetic vibe. The main riff is catchy and straightforward, making it an excellent
practice piece for those looking to improve their rhythm guitar skills. This section breaks
down the essential chords and riffs that define the song.

Main Chords Used
The primary chords used in the i fought the law guitar tab include:

G Major – A common chord that sets the tone for the song.

C Major – Adds melodic contrast and movement.

D Major – Provides the progression’s resolution.

E Minor – Occasionally used to add depth to the verses.

These chords are often played as power chords (fifth chords) to maintain the song’s rock
edge. Mastery of these chord shapes and smooth transitions between them is critical for
an authentic rendition.

Signature Riff Breakdown
The signature riff of "I Fought the Law" is iconic and instantly recognizable. It involves a
combination of single notes and power chords that create a driving rhythm. The i fought
the law guitar tab displays this riff as a sequence of fret numbers on the lower strings,
emphasizing the downstroke picking technique for a punchy sound. Practicing this riff
slowly at first and gradually increasing speed will aid in building precision and timing.

Techniques for Playing I Fought the Law
Executing the i fought the law guitar tab effectively requires the application of several
guitar techniques. These techniques enhance the song’s energy and authenticity. The



following subsections describe the key methods used in performing the tab.

Downstroke Picking
Downstroke picking is essential for achieving the aggressive, driving rhythm in "I Fought
the Law." This technique involves striking the strings with downward motions of the pick,
producing a tight and consistent tone. The i fought the law guitar tab’s riff and chord
sequences are best played using this approach to maintain the song’s punk rock feel.

Muting and Palm Muting
Muting techniques help control string resonance and add rhythmic texture to the song.
Palm muting, in particular, is used during parts of the riff to create a chugging sound by
resting the side of the picking hand lightly on the strings near the bridge. This technique
is indicated in some versions of the i fought the law guitar tab and is vital for replicating
the original recording's dynamics.

Chord Transitions
Smooth transitions between chords are crucial in maintaining the song’s momentum.
Practicing chord changes slowly and focusing on finger placement efficiency will improve
speed and accuracy. The i fought the law guitar tab typically incorporates quick shifts
between G, C, and D power chords, requiring precise timing and finger coordination.

Common Variations and Covers
The enduring popularity of "I Fought the Law" has inspired numerous covers and
variations of the original guitar tab. Different artists bring unique interpretations,
influencing the way the guitar parts are played. Understanding these variations can
broaden a guitarist’s perspective and offer creative inspiration.

The Clash Version
The Clash's punk rock cover of "I Fought the Law" introduces a faster tempo and a more
aggressive playing style. Their version often features palm-muted power chords with a
sharper attack. The guitar tab for this version might include slight modifications to the riff
and chord voicings to suit the punk aesthetic. Learning the Clash’s rendition provides
valuable insight into adapting the i fought the law guitar tab for different musical styles.

Acoustic and Fingerstyle Adaptations
Some guitarists adapt the song for acoustic guitar or fingerstyle playing. These versions
emphasize melody and harmonic complexity, requiring fingerpicking techniques and



alternate chord voicings. Such adaptations demonstrate the versatility of the i fought the
law guitar tab and its applicability beyond electric guitar rock settings.

Other Notable Covers
Various artists across genres have covered "I Fought the Law," each adding their flair.
These covers may involve changes in tempo, key, or arrangement, influencing the guitar
tab accordingly. Exploring multiple versions can enhance understanding of the song’s
structure and inspire personalized interpretations.

Practice Tips and Resources
Consistent practice and the right resources are vital for mastering the i fought the law
guitar tab. Employing effective techniques and utilizing quality learning materials will
accelerate progress and improve playing skills.

Step-by-Step Learning Approach

Familiarize with the song by listening to different versions to understand rhythm1.
and structure.

Learn the basic chords and practice changing between them smoothly.2.

Practice the main riff slowly, focusing on accuracy before speed.3.

Incorporate techniques like downstroke picking and palm muting to match the4.
song’s style.

Combine chords and riffs, playing through verses and choruses in sequence.5.

Gradually increase playing speed while maintaining precision.6.

Recommended Learning Resources

Official guitar tab books featuring "I Fought the Law."

Online tab databases with verified i fought the law guitar tab versions.

Video tutorials demonstrating chord shapes, riffs, and techniques.

Backing tracks to practice timing and rhythm.



Metronome use for developing consistent tempo.

Common Challenges and Solutions
Guitarists often face difficulties with fast chord transitions and maintaining rhythm during
the song’s more intense sections. To overcome these challenges, slow practice with a
metronome is recommended, along with isolating difficult parts for focused repetition.
Proper hand positioning and relaxed playing can prevent fatigue and improve overall
execution of the i fought the law guitar tab.

Frequently Asked Questions

Where can I find accurate guitar tabs for 'I Fought the
Law'?
Accurate guitar tabs for 'I Fought the Law' can be found on popular tab websites like
Ultimate Guitar, Songsterr, and GuitarTabs.cc, often contributed and rated by users for
quality.

What is the chord progression for 'I Fought the Law' on
guitar?
The chord progression for 'I Fought the Law' primarily uses G, C, and D chords, making it
a great song for beginners to practice basic open chords.

Are there any tips for playing the lead guitar parts in 'I
Fought the Law'?
To play the lead parts, focus on mastering the bluesy riffs and hammer-ons. Using a slight
distortion and practicing the bends and slides will help capture the song's original feel.

Is there a difference between the original and cover
versions of 'I Fought the Law' in terms of guitar tabs?
Yes, the original by The Crickets has a more rockabilly style, while the Clash's cover
incorporates punk rock elements, affecting the guitar tab arrangements and playing
techniques.

Can beginners learn 'I Fought the Law' easily from
guitar tabs?
Yes, 'I Fought the Law' is relatively beginner-friendly due to its simple chord progression



and repetitive structure, making it a popular choice for new guitarists.

What tuning is used for 'I Fought the Law' guitar tabs?
The song 'I Fought the Law' is typically played in standard tuning (E A D G B e), which is
common and convenient for most guitarists.

Additional Resources
1. Mastering "I Fought the Law": Guitar Tab and Techniques
This book dives deep into the iconic song "I Fought the Law," providing detailed guitar
tabs and breakdowns of its riffs and solos. It includes step-by-step instructions suitable for
intermediate players aiming to capture the song's punk rock energy. Additionally, the book
explores the song’s history and its influence on rock music.

2. The Ultimate Guide to Punk Rock Guitar Tabs
Perfect for fans of "I Fought the Law," this book compiles essential punk rock guitar tabs
from influential bands, including The Clash and The Dead Kennedys. It features clear
notation and chord charts alongside tips for playing with the raw, aggressive style
characteristic of punk. Readers will learn how to replicate the driving rhythms and fast
chord changes typical of the genre.

3. Classic Rock Guitar Tab Anthology: From The Clash to The Ramones
This anthology features a collection of classic rock and punk hits, including "I Fought the
Law," with accurate guitar tabs for each track. It offers insights into the techniques and
gear used by guitarists in the late 70s and early 80s. The book also includes historical
context and musician interviews to enrich the learning experience.

4. Learn to Play Punk Guitar: From Basics to "I Fought the Law"
Designed for beginners and intermediate players, this book covers foundational punk
guitar skills and culminates in learning "I Fought the Law." It breaks down chords,
strumming patterns, and iconic riffs, emphasizing timing and attitude. Readers will gain
confidence playing punk songs and understanding their structure.

5. Guitar Tab Workshop: Punk Classics Edition
This workshop-style book offers practice exercises and detailed guitar tabs for punk
classics, including "I Fought the Law." It encourages active learning through drills focused
on speed, accuracy, and rhythm. The book is ideal for guitarists seeking to improve their
punk playing technique with hands-on guidance.

6. The Punk Rock Guitarist’s Tab Book: Featuring "I Fought the Law"
A comprehensive tab collection tailored for punk rock guitarists, this book highlights the
riffs and solos that define the genre. Alongside "I Fought the Law," it includes songs from
influential punk bands with annotations explaining stylistic nuances. Guitarists will
appreciate the focus on tone and articulation.

7. Riffs and Rhythms: Playing "I Fought the Law" and Other Punk Hits
This instructional book emphasizes rhythm guitar techniques used in punk rock, with "I
Fought the Law" as a central piece. It teaches chord variations, palm muting, and



syncopation to capture the song’s driving force. The book also provides tips on stage
presence and performance energy.

8. Electric Guitar Tab Compendium: Punk Rock Essentials
A tab compendium that features essential punk rock songs, this book includes "I Fought
the Law" with precise notation and tablature. It offers lessons on gear setup, effects, and
playing styles to help guitarists achieve an authentic punk sound. Historical notes give
context to each track’s place in punk history.

9. From Tab to Stage: Performing "I Fought the Law" with Confidence
Focused on live performance skills, this book uses "I Fought the Law" as a case study for
preparing and delivering punk rock songs on stage. It covers practice routines,
improvisation, and audience interaction to boost player confidence. The book is an
excellent resource for guitarists wanting to bring punk classics to life.
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Free Ride * Get Ready * Great Balls of Fire * Hard to Handle * Hey Joe * Hey Man Nice Shot *
Higher Ground * I Can See for Miles * I Fought the Law * The Impression That I Get * Into the Great
Wide Open * Iris * Iron Man * Jessica * Learn to Fly * Maggie May * Maria Maria * Money * My Girl *
Oye Como Va * Paperback Writer * Paranoid * Pride and Joy * Riding with the King * Semi-Charmed
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using the separate backing tracks. The melody and lyrics are also included in case you want to sing,
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