
i fought the law lyrics the crickets
i fought the law lyrics the crickets represent a fascinating chapter in the
history of rock and roll and early rockabilly music. This phrase highlights
the connection between the iconic song "I Fought the Law" and its association
with The Crickets, the band famously linked to Buddy Holly. Understanding the
origins, lyrical content, and historical context of "I Fought the Law" as
performed or connected to The Crickets sheds light on the evolution of this
classic track. Moreover, exploring the song's impact, various cover versions,
and its lyrical significance provides insight into why it remains a staple in
music history. This article delves into the detailed aspects of "I Fought the
Law" lyrics by The Crickets, its background, and its enduring legacy in
popular culture. The following sections will guide readers through the
origins, lyrical analysis, and the broader influence of this compelling song.

Origin and Background of "I Fought the Law"

The Crickets and Their Musical Influence

Detailed Analysis of "I Fought the Law" Lyrics

Notable Covers and Versions of "I Fought the Law"

Legacy and Cultural Impact of the Song

Origin and Background of "I Fought the Law"
The song "I Fought the Law" was originally written by Sonny Curtis, a member
of The Crickets, in the late 1950s. The creation of the song is closely tied
to the post-Buddy Holly era of The Crickets, as they continued to produce
music following Holly's tragic death in 1959. The track was first recorded by
The Crickets in 1959, marking an important moment in rock and roll history.
The song's narrative revolves around a protagonist who struggles with the
law, ultimately facing consequences for his actions. This theme of rebellion
and conflict with authority resonated with audiences during the rise of youth
culture in the 1960s. The initial recording laid the foundation for the
song's subsequent popularity and numerous reinterpretations by other artists.

Sonny Curtis and the Songwriting Process
Sonny Curtis, a guitarist and songwriter for The Crickets, composed "I Fought
the Law" after joining the band following Buddy Holly's departure. Curtis
crafted lyrics that depicted a story of defiance and regret, encapsulating
the rock and roll ethos of the era. His songwriting blended catchy melodies



with relatable storytelling, which helped the song gain traction. Curtis's
role was pivotal in shaping The Crickets' sound during this transitional
period, and "I Fought the Law" stands as one of his most enduring
compositions.

The Crickets and Their Musical Influence
The Crickets, originally formed in Lubbock, Texas, were instrumental in
pioneering the rock and roll genre. Their association with Buddy Holly
brought them significant attention, but even after his death, The Crickets
continued to influence the music scene. Their sound combined elements of
rockabilly, country, and rhythm and blues, which helped shape the development
of modern rock music. The Crickets' performance of "I Fought the Law"
exemplified their ability to blend storytelling with energetic
instrumentation. This band’s legacy extends beyond their own recordings; they
influenced countless musicians who admired their style and approach.

The Crickets’ Lineup and Evolution
Following Buddy Holly’s passing, The Crickets underwent several lineup
changes, with Sonny Curtis stepping in as a key member. The band adapted
their sound to the changing musical landscape of the early 1960s while
maintaining their rockabilly roots. Their recording of "I Fought the Law"
during this time reflected this evolution, highlighting their commitment to
producing relevant and compelling music. The Crickets not only preserved
their legacy but also contributed new material that kept them connected to
their fan base and the broader music industry.

Detailed Analysis of "I Fought the Law" Lyrics
The lyrics of "I Fought the Law" tell a cautionary tale of rebellion,
consequences, and regret. The narrative voice describes engaging in unlawful
behavior, leading to confrontation with legal authorities. The chorus, "I
fought the law and the law won," succinctly summarizes the inevitability of
facing justice. This theme resonated deeply with listeners during a time when
youth culture was challenging traditional norms and authority figures. The
song’s straightforward and memorable lyrics contributed to its lasting
appeal.

Key Themes and Symbolism
The song explores themes of defiance, personal responsibility, and the clash
between individual desires and societal rules. The protagonist’s fight
against the law symbolizes a broader resistance to control, common in rock
and roll music of the era. However, the ultimate defeat in the song conveys a



message about the limits of rebellion. This balance between resistance and
consequence gives the lyrics depth and universality.

Lyrics Breakdown

Verse 1: Introduces the conflict and the protagonist’s unlawful act.

Chorus: Emphasizes the struggle and the law’s triumph.

Verse 2: Describes the aftermath and the protagonist’s regret.

Notable Covers and Versions of "I Fought the
Law"
"I Fought the Law" has been covered by numerous artists across decades, each
bringing their own style and interpretation to the song. Although The
Crickets’ original version laid the groundwork, it was later renditions that
propelled the song to greater fame. These covers further cemented the song’s
status as a rock and roll classic and expanded its reach to new audiences
worldwide.

Bobby Fuller Four Version
One of the most famous covers was by the Bobby Fuller Four in 1966. Their
rendition featured a more polished, garage rock sound that resonated with the
mid-1960s rock audience. This version achieved commercial success and is
often the version most associated with the song today.

The Clash’s Punk Interpretation
In 1979, the British punk band The Clash recorded their own energetic and
rebellious version of "I Fought the Law." Their cover infused the song with
punk rock attitude, introducing it to a new generation and musical context.
The Clash’s interpretation highlighted the song’s enduring relevance and
adaptability across genres.

Other Notable Covers

The Dead Kennedys

Green Day



Hank Williams Jr.

Waylon Jennings

Legacy and Cultural Impact of the Song
The legacy of "I Fought the Law" as performed by The Crickets and other
artists is significant in the landscape of popular music. The song remains a
symbol of youthful rebellion and the complex relationship between individuals
and authority. Its straightforward narrative and catchy melody have ensured
its place in the repertoires of many musicians and its continued presence in
popular culture. From movies and television to live performances, "I Fought
the Law" continues to resonate with audiences.

Influence on Rock and Popular Culture
The song's influence extends beyond music into broader cultural contexts
where themes of resistance and justice are explored. It has been featured in
films, television shows, and commercials, often used to underscore moments of
conflict or defiance. The Crickets’ association with the song adds historical
depth, connecting the track to the roots of rock and roll and the legacy of
Buddy Holly’s pioneering spirit.

Enduring Popularity
Decades after its initial release, "I Fought the Law" remains a frequently
performed and recorded song. Its adaptability to different musical styles and
eras speaks to the strength of its composition and lyrical content. The
song’s ability to evoke emotions tied to rebellion and consequence ensures
its continued relevance in the musical canon.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who originally wrote the song 'I Fought the Law'?
'I Fought the Law' was originally written by Sonny Curtis of The Crickets in
1958.

Did The Crickets record 'I Fought the Law' before
other famous versions?
Yes, The Crickets recorded 'I Fought the Law' in 1959, making it one of the



earliest versions of the song.

What are some notable lyrics from 'I Fought the Law'
by The Crickets?
A notable lyric from 'I Fought the Law' is: 'I fought the law and the law
won.'

How do The Crickets' lyrics of 'I Fought the Law'
compare to later covers?
The Crickets' original lyrics are very similar to the versions later
popularized by The Bobby Fuller Four and The Clash, maintaining the core
storyline.

What is the main theme of the lyrics in 'I Fought
the Law' by The Crickets?
The main theme revolves around a man who breaks the law, gets caught, and
ultimately loses to the legal system.

Are there any unique lyrical elements in The
Crickets' version of 'I Fought the Law'?
The Crickets' version has a raw rock and roll style with straightforward
lyrics emphasizing rebellion and consequences.

Where can I find the official lyrics for 'I Fought
the Law' by The Crickets?
Official lyrics can be found on music lyric websites, official band pages,
and in liner notes of The Crickets' albums.

Did Sonny Curtis write 'I Fought the Law' for The
Crickets?
Yes, Sonny Curtis wrote 'I Fought the Law' while he was a member of The
Crickets.

How has 'I Fought the Law' by The Crickets
influenced rock music?
'I Fought the Law' by The Crickets has become a classic rock and roll anthem
covered by many artists, influencing punk and rock genres with its rebellious
lyrics.



Additional Resources
1. “I Fought the Law: The Story Behind the Song”
This book delves into the history and impact of the iconic song “I Fought the
Law,” originally written by Sonny Curtis and famously performed by The
Crickets. It explores the song’s origins, its various covers, and its lasting
influence on rock and roll. Through interviews and archival material, readers
gain insight into the cultural significance of the song.

2. “The Crickets: Buddy Holly’s Band and Their Legacy”
A comprehensive biography of The Crickets, this book traces the band’s
formation, their collaboration with Buddy Holly, and their role in shaping
early rock music. It highlights key moments in their career, including the
recording of “I Fought the Law.” The narrative also examines the band’s
evolution after Holly’s tragic death.

3. “Rock ‘n’ Roll Rebels: The Influence of ‘I Fought the Law’ in Music
History”
This title examines how “I Fought the Law” became an anthem of rebellion and
its impact on various music genres. It discusses the song’s lyrical themes
and its adoption by punk, rock, and alternative artists. The book provides a
detailed analysis of the song’s place in the broader cultural and musical
landscape.

4. “Behind the Lyrics: The Stories Songs Tell”
Focusing on famous songs like “I Fought the Law,” this book uncovers the
stories behind the lyrics and the artists who wrote them. It offers readers a
deeper understanding of the songwriting process and the personal and social
contexts that inspire music. The Crickets’ version of “I Fought the Law” is
featured as a case study.

5. “The Evolution of Rock Bands: From The Crickets to Modern Icons”
This book explores the development of rock bands from the 1950s to the
present day, with a focus on pioneering groups like The Crickets. It
highlights how bands adapted to changes in the music industry and audience
tastes. The discussion includes the impact of seminal songs such as “I Fought
the Law.”

6. “Rebellion and Resistance: Music as Protest”
Examining songs that have become symbols of defiance, this book includes a
chapter on “I Fought the Law” and its message of challenging authority. It
traces the use of music as a form of protest across decades and cultures. The
Crickets’ rendition is analyzed within this context of artistic resistance.

7. “Sonny Curtis and the Making of a Classic”
Focused on Sonny Curtis, the songwriter behind “I Fought the Law,” this
biography details his career and creative process. It explores how Curtis’s
experiences influenced his songwriting and how the song gained popularity
through The Crickets and other artists. Readers gain an intimate look at the
man behind the music.



8. “From the Studio to the Stage: The Recording of ‘I Fought the Law’”
This book offers an in-depth look at the recording sessions for “I Fought the
Law” by The Crickets, including technical details and anecdotes from
producers and band members. It discusses the challenges and innovations
involved in bringing the song to life. The narrative also covers the song’s
reception and legacy.

9. “Classic Rock Anthems: Stories and Significance”
A collection of essays on timeless rock songs, this book features “I Fought
the Law” as a pivotal anthem. It situates the song among other classics that
have defined generations and explores their cultural resonance. The Crickets’
contribution to rock history is celebrated throughout the text.

I Fought The Law Lyrics The Crickets
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  i fought the law lyrics the crickets: Who Did It First? Bob Leszczak, 2014-07-10 “Everybody
has to start somewhere. Businessmen start on the ground floor and try to work their way up the
corporate ladder. Baseball players bide their time in the minor leagues wishing for an opportunity to
move up and play in the majors. Musical compositions aren’t very different – some songs just don’t
climb the charts the first time they’re recorded. However, with perseverance, the ideal singer, the
right chemistry, impeccable timing, vigorous promotion, and a little luck, these songs can become
very famous.” So writes Bob Leszczak in the opening pages of Who Did It First?: Great Rock and Roll
Cover Songs and Their Original Artists. In this third and final volume to the Who Did It First? series,
readers explore the hidden history of the most famous, indeed legendary, rock songs and standards.
Did you know that the Wild Ones had a “Wild Thing” before the Troggs? Were you aware that it took
a second shot for “Double Shot of My Baby’s Love” to make the charts? Had you heard that Guy
Villari and the Regents dated “Barbara Ann” five years before the Beach Boys? Were you privy to the
fact that there was “Hanky Panky” going on with Ellie Greenwich and the Raindrops, as well as the
Summits, before Tommy James and the Shondells made the song a number 1 classic? Some of the
information contained within these pages will shock, rattle and roll you. You may fancy yourself a
music expert, but this third and last in a series of titles devoted to the story of great songs and their
revival as great covers is filled with eye openers. In many instances, one’s eyes will open even wider
as a result of the list of cover artists (with Paul Anka’s remake of Nirvana’s “Smells like Teen Spirit”
leading the pack). Who Did It First?Great Rock and Roll Cover Songs and Their Original Artistsis the
perfect playlist builder. So whether quizzing friends at a party, answering a radio station contest, or
just satisfying an insatiable curiosity to know who really did do it first, this work is a must-have.
  i fought the law lyrics the crickets: Popular Culture and Law RichardK. Sherwin,
2017-07-05 What are the consequences when law's stories and images migrate from the courtroom
to the court of public opinion and from movie, television and computer screens back to electronic
monitors inside the courtroom itself? What happens when lawyers and public relations experts
market notorious legal cases and controversial policy issues as if they were just another commodity?
What is the appropriate relationship between law and digital culture in virtual worlds on the
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Internet? In addressing these cutting edge issues, the essays in this volume shed new light on the
current status and future fate of law, truth and justice in our time.
  i fought the law lyrics the crickets: The Rush Chronology Patrick Lemieux, 2015-09-16 Rush
is one of rock's most influential bands. Ranked third in consecutive gold or platinum albums after the
Beatles and the Rolling Stones, the band enjoys a devoted following by legions around the world and
is revered by generations of musicians.
  i fought the law lyrics the crickets: A Philosophy of Cover Songs P.D. Magnus, 2022-04-28
Cover songs are a familiar feature of contemporary popular music. Musicians describe their own
performances as covers, and audiences use the category to organize their listening and appreciation.
However, until now philosophers have not had much to say about them. In A Philosophy of Cover
Songs, P.D. Magnus demonstrates that philosophy provides a valuable toolbox for thinking about
covers; in turn, the philosophy of cover songs illustrates some general points about philosophical
method. Lucidly written, the book is divided into three parts: how to think about covers,
appreciating covers, and the metaphysics of covers and songs. Along the way, it explores a range of
issues raised by covers, from the question of what precisely constitutes a cover, to the history and
taxonomy of the category, the various relationships that hold between songs, performances, and
tracks, and the appreciation and evaluation of covers. This unique and engaging book will be of
interest to those working in philosophy of art, philosophy of music, popular music studies, music
history, and musicology, as well as to readers with a general interest in popular music, covers, and
how we think about them.
  i fought the law lyrics the crickets: Yogananda, Gurdjieff, Jung & I AM John Maxwell
Taylor, 2024-01-24 Yogananda, Gurdjieff, Jung & I AM: My Adventures in Life and Consciousness is
John Maxwell Taylor’s wild romp through sixty years of consciousness-raising meditation to find
bliss, joy, happiness, and our true nature as humans… Are you ready to join him on this journey?
Inspired by yogi Paramahansa Yogananda, spiritual teacher G. I. Gurdjieff, and mystical psychologist
Carl Jung, John Maxwell considers himself a rock ’n’ roll mystic, who came to spirituality when he
was a singer/guitarist in the 1960s. As flashy as was his life then, so was his spiritual transformation:
for a moment, the world literally disappeared in the light of God. In an engaging style, with thrills
and humor sprinkled throughout, John Maxwell invites the reader to become emotionally connected
not just with him through his autobiography but with themselves. He offers his own life lessons that
can be applied immediately to readers’ own lives so that they too can fulfill their destiny. Unlike
most Western self-help books that preach thinking about concepts, John Maxwell offers a more
truthful path forward into enlightenment: feeling through direct experience.
  i fought the law lyrics the crickets: Punk Rock Warlord: the Life and Work of Joe Strummer
Barry J. Faulk, Brady Harrison, 2017-09-28 Punk Rock Warlord explores the relevance of Joe
Strummer within the continuing legacies of both punk rock and progressive politics. It is aimed at
scholars and general readers interested in The Clash, punk culture, and the intersections between
pop music and politics, on both sides of the Atlantic. Contributors to the collection represent a wide
range of disciplines, including history, sociology, musicology, and literature; their work examines all
phases of Strummer’s career, from his early days as ’Woody’ the busker to the whirlwind years as
front man for The Clash, to the ’wilderness years’ and Strummer’s final days with the Mescaleros.
Punk Rock Warlord offers an engaging survey of its subject, while at the same time challenging
some of the historical narratives that have been constructed around Strummer the Punk Icon. The
essays in Punk Rock Warlord address issues including John Graham Mellor’s self-fashioning as ’Joe
Strummer, rock revolutionary’; critical and media constructions of punk; and the singer’s
complicated and changing relationship to feminism and anti-racist politics. These diverse essays
nevertheless cohere around the claim that Strummer’s look, style, and musical repertoire are so
rooted in both English and American cultures that he cannot finally be extricated from either.
  i fought the law lyrics the crickets: Making Your Memories with Rock & Roll and
Doo-Wop J.C. De Ladurantey, 2016-01-30 Making Your Memories with Rock & Roll and Doo-Wop:
The Music and Artists of the 1950s and Early 1960s digs back through the catalogue of popular



music and brings to life the solo artists, duos, and groups whose music once filled the airwaves and
turntables with rock & roll and doo-wop. The Doctor of Doo-Wop, J.C. De Ladurantey, brings his
expertise, honed by hosting a weekly radio show, “Making Your Memories,” to his revelation of the
backstories of these trendsetting artists. Until the British Invasion in mid 1963 changed the
direction of American music, the sounds created by the artists profiled in Making Your Memories
with Rock & Roll and Doo-Wop shaped the entertainment soundtrack of a generation. This music
history shares the little-known details of the lives of these artists, the history of the period, the
distinctiveness of the music, and the power and influence of the songs’ lyrics. Making Your
Memories with Rock & Roll and Doo-Wop: The Music and Artists of the 1950s and Early 1960s will
leave echoes of the time’s memorable songs in your mind’s ear and their lyrics on the tip of your
tongue. You’ll discover a fresh desire to find the recordings and give them another “spin” on your
“record player,” even if your digital music lives in the cloud.
  i fought the law lyrics the crickets: Punk Leadership: Leading schools differently Keziah
Featherstone, 2024-08-30 School leadership is becoming awfully compliant; flat-pack headteachers
and homogenised leadership teams. When did all this conformity ever bring about any lasting
change? Drawing parallels between the fiercely independent punk spirit and the demands of modern
school leadership, Punk Leadership offers a fresh perspective on how to navigate the complexities of
the education system while staying true to your values and vision. This is not an anarchic book – it
systematically looks at all aspects of school leadership, from curriculum development to managing
staff, from inclusion to accountability, and finds the punk in them. Jam-packed with useful guidance
to help you find your way through the complexities of senior leadership in schools, Punk Leadership
is about finding your own solutions and empowering you to do what you know is right. Keziah
Featherstone is a secondary headteacher in the West Midlands. She is a co-founder and strategic
leader for WomenEd and a member of the Headteachers’ Roundtable.
  i fought the law lyrics the crickets: Billboard , 1997-03-08 In its 114th year, Billboard
remains the world's premier weekly music publication and a diverse digital, events, brand, content
and data licensing platform. Billboard publishes the most trusted charts and offers unrivaled
reporting about the latest music, video, gaming, media, digital and mobile entertainment issues and
trends.
  i fought the law lyrics the crickets: Love Is All Around Paula Bernstein, 2020-09-01 A fun and
inspirational homage to The Mary Tyler Moore Show --now 50 years after its debut -- with life
lessons on how Mary Richards serves as an icon and inspiration for generations of women to make it
after all. When the character of Mary Richards walked into the WJM News Room in the fall of 1970,
one of the most beloved shows in television history was born. The Mary Tyler Moore Show would win
29 Emmys over its 7-year run, and would later be lauded as one of the most influential TV shows of
all time. Not only that, but Mary Richards would become an icon and inspiration for future
generations of women (for example, Oprah Winfrey, Andrea Mitchell, and Tina Fey have all credited
Mary with inspiring their careers). Now entertainment writer Paula Bernstein writes this charming
celebration of this groundbreaking show, offering not only fun trivia and history, but also the lessons
we've gleaned, including: Make the Most of a Small Space. Mary's adorable nook in a Victorian
home became TV's most famous bachelorette pad -- and, with Mary's M on the wall, inspired
thousands of women to adopt their own first initial as home décor. Get Along with Everyone at Work.
Lou Grant was grumpy, Ted Baxter a blowhard, and Murray an all-around nice guy. Mary worked
with all her colleagues with grace and style. (And at the time, Mary's position as Associate Producer
at WJM was glass-shattering!). You Can Have the Town -- Take it!: How Mary's famous hat throw
was an inspiration to independent, working women everywhere. And many more!
  i fought the law lyrics the crickets: When Music Migrates Jon Stratton, 2016-02-17 When
Music Migrates uses rich material to examine the ways that music has crossed racial faultlines that
have developed in the post-Second World War era as a consequence of the movement of previously
colonized peoples to the countries that colonized them. This development, which can be thought of
in terms of diaspora, can also be thought of as postmodern in that it reverses the modern flow which



took colonizers, and sometimes settlers, from European countries to other places in the world.
Stratton explores the concept of ’song careers’, referring to how a song is picked up and then
transformed by being revisioned by different artists and in different cultural contexts. The idea of
the song career extends the descriptive term ’cover’ in order to examine the transformations a song
undergoes from artist to artist and cultural context to cultural context. Stratton focuses on the
British faultline between the post-war African-Caribbean settlers and the white Britons. Central to
the book is the question of identity. For example, how African-Caribbean people have constructed
their identity in Britain can be considered through an examination of when ’Police on My Back’ was
written and how it has been revisioned by Lethal Bizzle in its most recent iteration. At the same
time, this song, written by the Guyanese migrant Eddy Grant for his mixed-race group The Equals,
crossed the racial faultline when it was picked up by the punk-rock group, The Clash. Conversely,
’Johnny Reggae’, originally a pop-ska track written about a skinhead by Jonathan King and
performed by a group of studio artists whom King named The Piglets, was revisioned by a Jamaican
studio group called The Roosevelt Singers. After this, the character of Johnny Reggae takes on a life
of his own and appears in tracks by Jamaican toasters as a Rastafarian. Johnny’s identity is, then,
totally transformed. It is this migration of music that will appeal not only to those studying popular
music, but
  i fought the law lyrics the crickets: Mary and Lou and Rhoda and Ted Jennifer Keishin
Armstrong, 2013-05-07 In this “fast-paced and charming…absorbing cultural history” (Publishers
Weekly), Jennifer Keishin Armstrong presents an engaging behind-the-scenes look at the making of a
classic and groundbreaking TV show that defined the sitcom genre and revolutionized the way
women were portrayed on television, as experienced by its producers, writers, and cast. When
writer-producers James L. Brooks and Allan Burns dreamed up an edgy show about a divorced
woman with a career, the CBS executives they pitched replied: “American audiences won’t tolerate
divorce in a series’ lead any more than they will tolerate Jews, people with mustaches, and people
who live in New York.” Forty years later, The Mary Tyler Moore Show is one of the most beloved and
recognizable television shows of all time. It was an inspiration to a generation of women who wanted
to have it all in an era when everything seemed possible. Jennifer Keishin Armstrong’s Mary and Lou
and Rhoda and Ted tells the stories behind the making of this popular classic, introducing the
groundbreaking female writers who lent real-life stories to their TV scripts; the men who created the
indelible characters; the lone woman network executive who cast the legendary ensemble—and
advocated for this provocative show—and the colorful cast of actors who made it all work. James L.
Brooks, Grant Tinker, Allan Burns, Valerie Harper, Cloris Leachman, Betty White, Gavin MacLeod,
Ed Asner, Ted Knight, Georgia Engel—they all came together to make a show that changed women’s
lives and television itself. Mary and Lou and Rhoda and Ted is the tale of how they did it.
  i fought the law lyrics the crickets: Country Music Kurt Wolff, 2000 Includes essays tracing
Country's growth from hand-me-down folk to a major American industry; concise biographies;
critical album reviews, from the earliest commercial recordings of the 1920s through the
mulitplatinum artists of today; and vintage album jackets and previously unpublished photographs.
  i fought the law lyrics the crickets: Rock Stars Encyclopedia Dafydd Rees, Luke Crampton,
1999 Presents year-by-year chronologies of influential artists from the past fifty years.
  i fought the law lyrics the crickets: Rock Movers & Shakers Barry Lazell, 1989 An
alphabetically arranged rock reference book, it lists 1,000 key artists, producers, entrepreneurs, and
venues in the history of rock. For each entry there is a chronological listing of facts, as opposed to
trivia and gossip offered in other reference works. Black-and-white photographs.
  i fought the law lyrics the crickets: Hi-fi News & Record Review , 1987
  i fought the law lyrics the crickets: Time Briton Hadden, 1997
  i fought the law lyrics the crickets: Encyclopedia of Great Popular Song Recordings
Steve Sullivan, 2017-05-17 Volumes 3 and 4 of the The Encyclopedia of More Great Popular Song
Recordings provides the stories behind approximately 1,700 more of the greatest song recordings in
the history of the music industry, from 1890 to today. In this masterful survey, all genres of popular



music are covered, from pop, rock, soul, and country to jazz, blues, classic vocals, hip-hop, folk,
gospel, and ethnic/world music. Collectors will find detailed discographical data—recording dates,
record numbers, Billboard chart data, and personnel—while music lovers will appreciate the detailed
commentaries and deep research on the songs, their recording, and the artists. Readers who revel in
pop cultural history will savor each chapter as it plunges deeply into key events—in music, society,
and the world—from each era of the past 125 years. Following in the wake of the first two volumes
of his original Encyclopedia of Great Popular Song Recordings, this follow-up work covers not only
more beloved classic performances in pop music history, but many lesser -known but exceptional
recordings that—in the modern digital world of “long tail” listening, re-mastered recordings, and
“lost but found” possibilities—Sullivan mines from modern recording history. The Encyclopedia of
Great Popular Song Recordings, Volumes 3 and 4 lets the readers discover, and, through their
playlist services, from such as iTunes toand Spotify, build a truly deepcomprehensive catalog of
classic performances that deserve to be a part of every passionate music lover’s life. Sullivan
organizes songs in chronological order, starting in 1890 and continuing all the way throughto the
present to include modern gems from June 2016. In each chapter, Sullivanhe immerses readers, era
by era, in the popular music recordings of the time, noting key events that occurred at the time to
painting a comprehensive picture in music history of each periodfor each song. Moreover, Sullivan
includes for context bulleted lists noting key events that occurred during the song’s recording
  i fought the law lyrics the crickets: Twentieth-century Literary Criticism Gale Research
Company, 1996 Excerpts from criticism of the works of novelists, poets, playwrights, and other
creative writers, 1900-1960.
  i fought the law lyrics the crickets: TIME , 1997
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