
friends in another language

friends in another language is a fascinating topic that explores how different cultures
express the concept of friendship through their unique languages. Understanding how to
say "friends" in various languages can enrich cross-cultural communication and enhance
global relationships. This article delves into the linguistic variations of the word "friends"
across many major and lesser-known languages. We will examine the cultural nuances
behind these terms, including formal and informal usages, gender distinctions, and
pluralization. Additionally, we will discuss the importance of friendship vocabulary in
language learning and cultural exchange. By the end of this comprehensive guide, readers
will gain valuable insights into the diversity and richness of friendship expressions
worldwide. Below is the table of contents outlining the main areas covered in this article.
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Common Terms for "Friends" in Major Languages
Every language has its own word or phrase to describe "friends," reflecting cultural ideas
about companionship and social bonds. The term "friends" in another language often varies
depending on context, formality, and relationship closeness. The following section
highlights the most widely spoken languages and their respective translations for "friends."

English and Romance Languages
In English, the plural noun "friends" refers to people with whom one has a bond of mutual
affection. Romance languages, all derived from Latin, have similar but distinct terms:

Spanish: amigos (male or mixed group), amigas (female group)

French: amis (male or mixed), amies (female)

Italian: amici (male or mixed), amiche (female)

Portuguese: amigos (male or mixed), amigas (female)



Germanic and Slavic Languages
Germanic and Slavic languages also have specific words for "friends" that often include
gender distinctions and formal variants.

German: Freunde (male or mixed group), Freundinnen (female friends)

Dutch: vrienden (male or mixed), vriendinnen (female)

Russian: друзья (druz'ya) is the plural for friends, gender-neutral in plural form

Polish: przyjaciele (male or mixed), przyjaciółki (female)

Asian Languages
In many Asian languages, the word for "friends" may also carry cultural and social
connotations unique to the region.

Chinese (Mandarin): 朋友 (péngyǒu), a gender-neutral term for friend or friends

Japanese: 友達 (ともだち, tomodachi), commonly used for both singular and plural friends

Korean: 친구들 (chingu-deul), with 친구 (chingu) as singular friend and 들 (deul) indicating
plural

Hindi: दोस्त (dost) for friend, with plural often the same or दोस्तों (doston)

Cultural Nuances in Friendship Vocabulary
The concept of friendship varies globally, and this is often reflected in how languages
express "friends." In some cultures, friendships are formalized through specific terms, while
in others, casual or intimate synonyms exist for different types of friends.

Contextual Meanings of Friendship Terms
In many languages, the word for "friend" or "friends" can have a formal or informal
connotation depending on the social setting. For example, in Japanese, 友達 (tomodachi)
generally refers to casual friends, while 親友 (shinyū) means a close or best friend. Similarly,
Spanish uses amigos broadly, but terms like compañeros (companions) or colegas
(colleagues) may also describe different types of friendships.



Expressions Reflecting Cultural Values
Some languages have multiple words for friends that reflect the depth or purpose of the
relationship. For example, Arabic distinguishes between صديق (ṣadīq) meaning friend, and
which can imply a companion or comrade with a more serious or enduring ,(rafīq) رفيق
bond.

Formal vs. Informal Expressions of Friends
Languages often differentiate between formal and informal ways to refer to friends. This
distinction can be important in maintaining politeness and social hierarchy.

Examples in Romance Languages
In French, while amis and amies are common terms for friends, more formal or respectful
terms can be used in certain situations. In Spanish, the informal use of amigos contrasts
with more formal expressions like conocidos (acquaintances).

Asian Language Variations
Korean uses honorifics to address or refer to friends depending on age and social status.
The base word 친구 (chingu) can be modified with polite forms when necessary, reflecting
respect alongside friendship.

Gender and Plurality in Friendship Terms
Many languages mark the gender and number of friends explicitly, which affects how the
word "friends" is expressed and understood.

Gender Distinctions
Languages like Spanish, French, and German have distinct masculine and feminine forms
for friends. For instance, in Spanish, amigos refers to male or mixed-gender groups, while
amigas is strictly female. Similarly, German uses Freunde for male or mixed groups and
Freundinnen for female friends.

Plural Forms
In languages like English, the plural form "friends" is straightforward, but other languages
use specific suffixes or changes to indicate plurality. For example, in Korean, adding 들
(deul) to 친구 (chingu) forms the plural 친구들 (chingu-deul). Russian uses друзья (druz'ya) as
the plural form, differing from the singular друг (drug).



Importance of Friendship Vocabulary in Language
Learning
Learning how to say "friends" in another language is more than just memorizing
vocabulary; it is a gateway to understanding cultural values and building meaningful
relationships.

Enhancing Communication Skills
Mastering friendship-related terms helps language learners engage in social conversations,
express emotions, and form connections. It also aids in comprehending idiomatic
expressions and cultural references centered around friendship.

Building Cross-Cultural Relationships
Knowing the appropriate terms for friends in different languages fosters respect and
appreciation for cultural diversity. It can break down barriers and facilitate international
friendships and collaborations.

Examples of "Friends" in Less Common
Languages
Beyond widely spoken languages, many lesser-known languages have unique words for
friends that reveal intriguing cultural insights.

Examples from Indigenous and Regional Languages

Swahili: marafiki is the plural for friends

Zulu: abangane refers to friends

Basque: lagunak means friends

Hawaiian: hoaaloha means friend or companion

Significance of Diversity in Friendship Terms
Exploring how "friends" is expressed in less common languages highlights the universal
need for social bonds while showcasing linguistic diversity. Each term carries cultural
meanings that enrich the understanding of friendship worldwide.



Frequently Asked Questions

How do you say 'friends' in Spanish?
In Spanish, 'friends' is translated as 'amigos'.

What is the French word for 'friends'?
The French word for 'friends' is 'amis' for males or mixed groups, and 'amies' for females.

How do you say 'best friends' in German?
In German, 'best friends' is 'beste Freunde'.

What is the Japanese term for 'friends'?
In Japanese, 'friends' is '友達' (ともだち, tomodachi).

How do you say 'close friends' in Italian?
In Italian, 'close friends' is 'amici stretti' or 'amiche strette' for females.

What is the Chinese word for 'friends'?
In Chinese, 'friends' is '朋友' (péngyǒu).

How do you say 'friends' in Arabic?
In Arabic, 'friends' is 'أصدقاء' (asdiqa').

What is the Russian word for 'friends'?
In Russian, 'friends' is 'друзья' (druz'ya).

Additional Resources
1. Les Amis
This French novel explores the deep bonds of friendship through the lives of a group of
childhood friends who reunite after many years. The story delves into how their
relationships have changed and what has remained constant despite time and distance. It
beautifully captures the nuances of loyalty and forgiveness.

2. Amigos para Siempre
A Spanish-language book that tells the heartwarming story of lifelong friends navigating the
challenges of adulthood together. The narrative highlights the importance of support and
understanding in maintaining strong friendships. It’s a celebration of enduring
companionship.



3. Gli Amici
Set in Italy, this novel portrays the adventures and misadventures of a close-knit group of
friends. Through humor and drama, it examines how friendship shapes identity and
provides comfort in difficult times. The book is rich with cultural references and emotional
depth.

4. Freunde fürs Leben
A German story about two friends whose lives take very different paths but who manage to
stay connected through letters and memories. The book emphasizes the power of
communication and the resilience of true friendship. It’s a touching tribute to staying close
despite circumstances.

5. Przyjaciele
This Polish novel follows the intertwining lives of several friends in a small town, focusing on
their personal growth and the challenges they face together. It highlights the social and
emotional importance of friendship in everyday life. The narrative is both poignant and
uplifting.

6. Amici Veri
An Italian collection of short stories celebrating various forms of friendship, from childhood
companions to unexpected bonds formed in adulthood. Each story showcases the unique
ways friends impact our lives. The book is a heartfelt exploration of trust and
companionship.

7. Amis Intimes
A French book that delves into the complexities of intimate friendships, exploring themes of
love, jealousy, and honesty. The author provides a nuanced look at how friendships evolve
when feelings deepen beyond the platonic. It’s an insightful read on emotional boundaries.

8. 친구들 (Chingudeul)
A contemporary Korean novel about a group of friends who support each other through
life’s trials and triumphs. The story emphasizes the cultural aspects of friendship in Korea,
including respect, loyalty, and shared history. It’s a moving portrayal of modern friendships.

9. Amigos Inseparables
This Spanish book narrates the journey of inseparable friends who face a life-changing
event together. The narrative explores themes of courage, sacrifice, and the unbreakable
bond that friendship can create. It’s an inspiring tale about standing by those you care
about.
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  friends in another language: Drama-based foreign language learning Helga
Tschurtschenthaler, 2013 What does another language do to the individual who learns and uses it?
How is the individual's idea of self affected by the other language? This case study deals with these
two overarching questions within the context of learning English as a foreign language through
drama at a German upper-secondary school in South Tyrol. It investigates how the students see
themselves in their roles, how they perceive themselves as users of the foreign language, and how
they experience themselves in-role in another language. The results show how powerful
drama-based activities can be and what educational impact they have.
  friends in another language: Revisiting Second Language Sociolinguistics Elena Kkese,
2023-07-21 This book investigates socio-linguistic interactions in different second language (L2)
contexts in an effort to identify the trends that lead to the acquisition of sociolinguistic variations by
L2 learners, contributing significantly to L2 research and practice. It addresses sociolinguistic
subjects such as multilingualism and its effects, as well as regional and social dialectology in L2. The
different chapters explore the overall effect that society – including cultural norms, expectations,
and contexts – has on L2 usage. They also consider how language varieties differ between groups
separated by certain social variables such as ethnicity, religion, status, gender, level of education,
and age, and how these variables categorise individuals into social or socioeconomic classes. The
volume brings together careful theoretical and empirical research conducted in different countries,
including Catalonia, Finland, Greece, Malta, Malaysia, the Republic of Cyprus, and the United Arab
Emirates.
  friends in another language: Language Variation � European Perspectives Frans L. Hinskens,
2006-11-30 This volume presents 16 original studies of variation in languages representing the three
main European language families, as well as in varieties of Greek and Hungarian. The studies
concern variation in or across dialects or dialect groups, in standard varieties or in emerging
regional varieties of the standard. Several studies investigate a specific linguistic element or
structure, while others focus on areas of tension between variation and prescriptive standard norms,
on regional standard varieties and regiolects, on problems of linguistic classification (from folk
linguistic or dialect geographical perspectives) and the classification of speakers. Language
acquisition plays a main role in three studies. The studies in this volume represent a range of
methods, including ethnographic and 'interpretative' approaches, conversation analysis, analyses of
the internal and geographical distribution of dialect features, the classification and quantitative
analyses of socio-demographic speaker background data, quantitative analyses of both diachronic
and synchronic language data, phonetic measurements, as well as (quasi-)experimental perception
studies. The volume thus offers a microcosmic reflection of the macrocosmos of world-wide research
on variability in (originally) European languages at the beginning of the 21th century and the
linguistic expression of cultural diversity.
  friends in another language: Acquiring Metaphorical Expressions in a Second Language Chris
Mengying Xia, 2019-08-08 Conventional metaphorical expressions are widely used by native
speakers in everyday language and have received extensive attention in theoretical semantics and
cognitive linguistics. However, how a second language learner can acquire those expressions is left
largely unknown. Researchers and language learners face the question: if one has acquired the
literal meaning of a word, can they automatically derive the metaphorical meaning? This book
provides the answer by placing the question of acquisition of metaphorical expressions in the
framework of bilingual lexicon. Assessing whether metaphorical expressions are taken for granted
by second language learners, it explores how the metaphorical meaning(s) of a word should be
connected in a learner's mental lexicon, and how the cross-linguistic availability of a metaphorical
expression could affect the outcome of acquisition of that expression. The book also provides a
detailed comparison between metaphorical expressions and other figurative language from both the
theoretical and experimental perspectives.
  friends in another language: Second-language Discourse in the Digital World Ilona
Vandergriff, 2016-08-17 Second-language Discourse in the Digital World illustrates a new,



practice-driven approach to technology in second-language (L2) learning that begins with what L2
users do when they connect with others online. With its rich set of examples from a number of
different languages and a variety of digital platforms, in and beyond the classroom, this book
provides a structured account of L2 computer-mediated discourse. The book is divided into four
sections. Section I considers how new media have changed language learning. Section II is about L2
participation in digital forms and practices in online communities. Sections III centers around L2
linguistic and other semiotic practices, including the use of multimodal and multilingual resources
while section IV analyzes social practices to explore how networked L2 users build, maintain and
challenge relationships. Written in accessible style, the volume will be an important read to anyone
interested in L2 use and learning in Web 2.0.Finalist for the AAAL 2019 book award.
  friends in another language: Family Language Learning Christine Jernigan, 2015 Family
Language Learning is a practical guide designed to support, advise and encourage any parents who
are hoping to raise their children bilingually. It is unique in that it focuses on parents who are not
native speakers of a foreign language. It gives parents the tools they need to cultivate and nurture
their own language skills while giving their children an opportunity to learn another language. The
book combines cutting-edge research on language exposure with honest and often humorous stories
from personal interviews with families speaking a foreign language at home. By dispelling long-held
myths about how language is learned, it provides hope to parents who want to give their children
bilingual childhoods, but feel they don't know where to start with learning a foreign language.
  friends in another language: Friendship and Peer Culture in Multilingual Settings Maryanne
Theobald, 2016-12-22 Internationally, linguistic diversity is at its highest to date. With increasing
numbers of children learning additional languages, it is important to understand the nature of the
social relationships that children are experiencing. This volume features the rich, varied and
complex aspects of children's friendships in multilingual settings.
  friends in another language: Study Abroad, Second Language Acquisition and Interculturality
Martin Howard, 2019-08-07 This book unites a range of emerging topics in the burgeoning
transdisciplinary fields of second language acquisition and interculturality in a study abroad context.
It explores key issues, trends and approaches within each strand and how the strands relate to one
another, painting a big picture of the diversity and complexity underpinning second language
acquisition in a study abroad context. The chapters highlight themes such as social networks, input
and interaction issues, learner identities and study abroad in lingua franca contexts, while also
presenting other themes spanning the breadth of second language acquisition and interculturality
research, such as individual differences and linguistic development. This comprehensive and
cohesive volume showcases the latest innovative research using quantitative, qualitative and mixed
method approaches across a range of source and target language learner cohorts, and highlights
emerging themes and directions for future research.
  friends in another language: Learning English as a Foreign Language For Dummies Gavin
Dudeney, Nicky Hockly, 2009-11-24 Do you know a bit of English, and want to improve without a
teacher? Whether you're a student, a traveller, or you just want to learn basic English, this
plain-speaking guide will help you pick up the essentials so you'll be understanding and speaking
English in no time. Improve your grammar, speech, vocabulary and pronunciation at your own pace,
and prepare yourself to get around in any English-speaking country comfortably - and without
embarrassment! Learning English as a Foreign Language For Dummies includes: Part I: Getting
Started Chapter 1: You Already Know a Little English Chapter 2: Basic English Grammar Chapter 3:
Greetings and Introductions Part II: English in Action Chapter 4: Shopping and Numbers Chapter 5:
Eating Out Chapter 6: Out on the Town Chapter 7: Hobbies and Free Time Chapter 8: Talking on the
Phone Chapter 9: At the Office and Around the House Chapter 10: Written English - Newspapers and
Signs Part III: English on the Go Chapter 11: Money Chapter 12: Checking into a Hotel Chapter 13:
Asking Directions and Getting Around Chapter 14: Handling Emergencies Part IV: The Part of Tens
Chapter 15: Ten Ways to Speak English Quickly Chapter 16: Ten Favourite English Expressions
Chapter 17: Ten Holidays to Remember Chapter 18: Ten Phrases That Make You Sound Fluent in



English Part V: Appendices Appendix A: Phrasal verbs explained Appendix B: Common Verbs [Agree,
Can / be able, Come, Do, Go, Have, Make , Need, Put, Think] English Irregular Verbs Appendix C:
About the Downloadable Content
  friends in another language: How to Translate Nicolae Sfetcu, 2015-04-19 A guide for
translators, about the translation theory, the translation process, interpreting, subtitling,
internationalization and localization and computer-assisted translation. A special section is dedicated
to the translator's education and associations. The guide include, as annexes, several independent
adaptations of the corresponding European Commission works, freely available via the EU Bookshop
as PDF and via SetThings.com as EPUB, MOBI (Kindle) and PDF. For a “smart”, sensible translation
, you should forget not the knowledge acquired at school or university, but the corrective standards.
Some people want a translation with the touch of the source version, while another people feel that
in a successful version we should not be able to guess the original language. We have to realize that
both people have right and wrong, and that their only fault is to present requirement as an absolute
truth. Teachers agree at least on this principle: “If a sentence is ambiguous, the translation must
also be“. There is another critical, less easy to argue, based on an Italian phrase with particularly
strong wording: “Traduttore, traditore“. This critique argues that any translation will betray the
author‘s language, spirit, style … because of the choices on all sides. What to sacrifice, clarity or
brevity, if the formula in the text is brief and effective, but impossible to translate into so few words
with the exact meaning? One could understand this criticism that it encourages us to read “in the
text.” It seems obvious that it is impossible to follow this advice into practice.
  friends in another language: Beiträge zum "Internationalen Jahr der Jugend" Matjaž Duh,
2011
  friends in another language: Georgetown University Round Table on Languages and
Linguistics (GURT) 1992: Language, Communication, and Social Meaning James E. Alatis,
1993-10-01 This volume, based on the forty-third annual Georgetown University Round Table, covers
a variety of topics ranging from the relationship of language and philosophy; through language
policy; to discourse analysis.
  friends in another language: 5 Steps to Speak a New Language Hung Quang Pham, 2010-09
Hung Q. Pham has applied sound business practice to learning to create a inspiring guide to tackling
any language. From identifying the vocabulary that really matters to tips for pronunciation - it's a
great set of techniques which will have you speaking, reading and writing your new language in
no-time - Chris Graham (UK)
  friends in another language: Geography, Culture and Education Rod Gerber, M. Williams,
2013-04-17 An important challenge for our world is to understand how cultural understanding and
geographical education can be linked and used to improve the global society. We readily accept that
our world is constituted by numerous groups of people who are organised by committees, tribes,
regions, nations or continental entities. How these groups interact, show concern for each others'
well-being and progress is still an unpredictable activity. Intercultural tensions, racial conflicts and
religious clashes have all led to the challenges for enacting a constructive world. Fundamental
perspectives challenge moderate ones, and the resulting tensions produce elements of fear, doubt
and distrust. The extremist views of terrorist groups exaggerate these tensions to the extent that
some different cultural groups do not prefer to live in peace with their neighbours. Deep-seated
intercultural tensions predominate over peaceful co-existence. Such challenges may easily dominate
the interaction between racial groups, tribes, indigenous peoples and colonisers. However, we know
that through the sound practice of intercultural understanding, cultural groups in different contexts
around the world can interact and co-exist successfully and productively. In fact, they can work
together to seek to improve their society. This does not mean that one group will dominate the other.
Rather, it means that both groups work together to improve their collective lives. Education has
played an important role in the long-term achievement of such harmony. This volume has been
developed to demonstrate that geographical education can be a potent force in the development of
cultural understanding in different societies.



  friends in another language: Friendship Jean Rawitt, 2022-04-13 In this age of social media,
where many interactions with friends occur online, Friendship: Insights and Tips for Teenagers
explores the greater meaning of friendship as a deeply significant and fulfilling area of life.
Featuring lively and thoughtful anecdotes from young people who reveal their own expectations and
experiences with friendship, this is a much-needed guide for those who want to find and hold on to
true friends. You Will Learn the long-term benefits of friendshipswhere and how to find friendshow
to cope with shyness or social anxietyhow to recognize and maintain genuine friendshipshow to
identify and step away from hurtful or toxic relationships With helpful tips, expert advice, and a list
of resources, this book provides valuable insight into how to gain social confidence, initiate
friendships, and navigate the often-confusing and anxiety-producing terrain of making strong and
sincere social connections.
  friends in another language: How to Crack the Language Barrier Pasquale De Marco,
2025-07-25 Are you ready to break down the language barrier and open up a world of new
possibilities? How to Crack the Language Barrier is your comprehensive guide to learning a new
language quickly and effectively. Whether you're a complete beginner or you have some experience
with the language, this book has something for you. Inside, you'll find everything you need to know
to get started, from mastering the basics of pronunciation and grammar to building your vocabulary
and developing your conversational skills. With its clear explanations, practical exercises, and
engaging real-world examples, How to Crack the Language Barrier will help you: * Master the basics
of pronunciation and grammar * Build your vocabulary and develop your conversational skills *
Immerse yourself in the language and culture * Stay motivated throughout your learning journey
Learning a new language is not just about memorizing vocabulary and grammar rules. It's about
immersing yourself in a new culture and a new way of thinking. When you learn a new language, you
open yourself up to a whole new world of experiences and opportunities. With How to Crack the
Language Barrier, you'll be able to: * Communicate with people from all over the world * Travel to
new countries and experience different cultures * Advance your career and open up new job
opportunities * Gain a deeper understanding of your own language and culture So what are you
waiting for? Start your language learning journey today with How to Crack the Language Barrier! If
you like this book, write a review!
  friends in another language: Negotiating Multiculturalism Nirmala Srirekam Purushotam,
2012-01-19 No detailed description available for Negotiating Multiculturalism.
  friends in another language: Negotiating Multiculturalism Nirmala Purushotam, 2000
Originally published as Negotiating Language, Constructing Race, 1998, in the series titled
Contributions to the Sociology of Language, 79, sociologist Nirmala Srirekam PuruShotam discusses
language as a social phenomenon, focusing specifically on the configuration of nation in Singapore.
Annotat
  friends in another language: Handbook on Teaching Social Issues Ronald W. Evans, David
W. Saxe, 2007-10-01 There’s no book like this one for educators interested in issues-centered
teaching. More than 40 experts have contributed articles offering comprehensive coverageof the
field of social issues education. In addition to a full examination of objectives and methods,
contributors show how social issues can be taught as part of history, geography, the social sciences,
and global and environmental studies. The challenges of assessment, curriculum, and effective
teacher education are fully explored. With its teaching ideas and useful resource section, this book is
an indispensable addition to your library! Contributors include: Shirley Engle, Anna Ochoa-Becker,
Jack Nelson, Carole Hahn, Byron Massialas, Jeff Passe, Jesus Garcia, Gloria Ladson-Billings, Merry
Merryfield, Patricia Avery, Sam Totten, Bill Wraga, Walter Parker, and James Shaver.
  friends in another language: Semiotics of Friendship Claus Emmeche, 2025-01-27 A friend
should be able to be an attentive listener, which made semiotician Roland Barthes wonder in his
intriguing dictionary of love, cannot friendship be defined as a space with total sonority?. This
volume takes on the encyclopedic task - in the sense of Umberto Eco, where an encyclopedia is a
very complex sign - to explore friendship in detail, not only as a form of love but in all its complexity



as a bond that connects people and forms communities. Semiotics, the study of signs and
meaning-making, is used alongside insights from a wide range of friendship studies to create a
far-reaching intellectual resonance, or sonority, around friendship as a central human experience. As
a study of the significance of friendship, it presents findings from friendship research across the
globe, enabling new ways of thinking about friends. It includes: key concepts from semiotics,
sociology, anthropology, and other fields, briefly explained major models of friendship from antiquity
to contemporary societies proverbs and sayings about friendship from Africa, America, Asia, and
Europe stories about famous or forgotten friends from mythology, fiction, and real history
summaries of research on friendship from selected academic disciplines bibliographical references
for further studies
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